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Tuejdayy Jtmuary. 




At 




a quarter paR •three o’clock. His Majefty came 
Houfe of Peers; and \jcir^ feated on tlic Throne, and the Com¬ 
mons attcfviing. His Majcily was plc-afcd to deliver a mod gracious 
Speech from tlio Throne, [far which fee the Praceedingt sf the Haufe 
*f Comin6ns\. 

His Majedy leaving retired. Lord Grenville laid on the table, 
copies of treaties which had been entered into between His Majcdy 
and feveral foreign Pt’wers. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR, from the w'ooHack, then read 
His Majefty’s Speech, and the Clerk aftervrau’s at the tabic. 

Lord STAIR rofc to move the addrefs. * ^His Lordlhip, in his 
exordium, expreffed himlclf fcnfible of his inability to acquit him- 
felf with that perfpicuity neceflary to enforce what he would have 
the honour to propofe to their Lordlhips. He felt it, however, not 
only his duty, but that of every man at the prefent important criiis, 
to imprefs, not only on their ow'fi minds, but that of the people, 
Vot. XXXVIIL B 


V: 




at 
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the ientiments contained in his Majefty’s mod gracious fpeech. 
When he confidered the misfortunes of a neighbouring country, 
where the mtferics naturally attendant on anarchy and confufiort 
cemrinued to prevail, and contemplated the fccurity afibrded by the 
Laws and the Conftitution of England, he conceived that it would 
be degrading in the extreme, to his countr)^ to draw a comparifon 
between the two nations. It was indeed, he f)bfervcd, unncccirary to 
fay a Hiigle word on the adv intages whicli the pet)pleof Great Bri¬ 
tain enjoyed aliovc all ethers. With rcfpccl: to tlic fctuimcnts 
breathed in his Majelly’s inolT: gracknis fpr..c!'i, ihef! mint alio meet 
the approbation of their Lordiliips, A\ln n they eoiili-Ured ilic hate 
of aflairs with rcfpccl to IVancc, at ihe [vrioil when we engaged in 
the war, a»t*?-whut it ap|>eartd to be, muI was at pmiVnr. When, 
in confequcnce of the aggrcllion i.i’ tlic i'Veneh, we cog .g.tl in hof- 
tilitics againd that dillracrcd ihc was in p!>si'e!':::ai t‘f all 

the Netherlands, hail taken Nio’ .nid Savoy, and threatened Italy 
with invafion. 'ITic other i^owu" it Emopc wl.'.* jh<>i-ked and 
amazed at her fehemes of :’ggranili/.enii.iir; bur, infpired by our 
, interference, thofe ^lovvets, widi die a-iditiDnal hojics df retrihi non, 
profecuted the w'ar agalntl iTa'iee witli vigour. c<vufiijucuco 

was, that the Netheil.nv.ls w a. recoetied, and V’^ah ucteuncs, whicli 
the National Convention aduiifted was the Iwy to I'raiiCv.-, rurri.n- 
dered to the combined ^eftinffs'ut tt:;* allit -., anti i!va brave and fpi- 
rited exertions of the Britiflt. OcfcateJ on the l<.hiiie, driven from 
Alfacc, their armies dedroyed, Valenciennes in the hands of the 
Audrians, and the fouthern pnivinees c\haulU\l: in fuch a iiiua- 
tion, furely we could not have lalitated to piofeeute tli«; war with 
, vigour.' And here his'Lordfhip rcmaiked, as a farther lliinulus for 
tlic profecuting another campaign, it flioulti be rememhcretl, that 
we have got a footing in St. Domingo, which, undet; the prefent 
wife Admiiiidration, he had little doubt would be followed bv the 
conqued of that great and valuable illand. In addition, he did not 
believe, at tliis moment, in any one of the French fcttlcments in 
the Eaft Indies, that the French flag was flying, and he mud briefly 
remark, tliat the dtiiation of the war at prefent, bore the mod 
profperous and hopeful afpccl for this country^. He next called 
the attention of tlitl/ Lorddiips to the fuccefs of the'Britilh navy. 
Since the memorable battle of La Hogue, there was never a itiore 
didinguifhed or brilliant maritime enterprife accompUflicd, than 
what had been accomplidied by ].a>rd Hood ; not that the affair at 
Jl<a Hogue was to be compared to what tliis country had gained, by 
;thc burning the enemy’s' fhips at Toulon, and bringing away in 
.Iriumph others* Tl»e ajfcnal and dedrudtion of the naval dores of 
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tkc fcconci fcaport in France, was a circuniflanc'c that (he cannot 
repair tor yc:ir«. I'hcCc were faths that mutt have great wei^' 
with their i,orcHhips, and imprefs on tlicir rnirds the fentimmts 
contained in his Majcliy s inoft gnicious fpccch, and the impidioy of 
rclinquiflnng :i w ir in wind) J'lancc never In (ft rci I fogreat'a feries 
of mifohief. It was alfo a plcafing confidcvation for their Lord- 
iliips, that wliilo the I rcnch were thus crippled in their navy, ours 
never fuffered liF, and our marine was never on .i more rcfpeeJable 
footing, nor better ahl^ to protei l our coaJls and trade from the de¬ 
predations of t)ur ciViiilt ':. it wt^uld be idli' and culpable not to 
accord with hi.s Majt flv in his fentiments, for he had now' the 
power of erufhing France, and to prevonr licr for from trou-^j 
bling Europe, i ier rulers, in addition to this, have adicd with the 
muft unparalleled iieprtdaikins in their own country; they have 
crafed Lyons, the hrll: inanufaetuiing n.'vvn in France; they have 
determined that T'oulon thall (liarc the f;\n>c fate; hut thev fpared 
Bourdeaux, on etaulition tliat every man of property (liould deliver 
it up, under the pain of being maliacrcd if he concealed his riches. 
La Vendee was without a houfe or a liuman creature, and every 
inhabitant attached to loyalty, fell a vichm to his principles. For 
tw'cnty miles, round that province hacW\''en ravaged, and throughout 
France there was no feeurity for liberty or life. Manufaiflurcrs 
were torn from their lo«>ms, and font to the w’ar, and the grain was 
feized from the poor, who were left to languilh and ftarve, while 
their property, and die means of cxillcnce were dillributcd amor^ ^ 
the tOKips. In addition to tliefc afrlielk)ns, her inernal trade was^ 
<lcftro)'ed, and rheredofe he wi(he<l to a(k the advocates for peace 
how was U poflihle for a countrv* thus diftreffed, and fo (ituated, 
could carry on a war againft tlic combined {xm ers and riches of Eu¬ 
rope ? Revenue, he itilitled, (he h;ul not; and if flic had, there 
were none w'ho dare eollevft tlie imixdls. Her Linds liad been fold 
and re-fold by her rulers; a fccond rime they had plundered her 
churches, and as to the forced Icvus, many had rcluClantlv left 
Paris, but there were few- who wouM rctuin. War, he oonfciTed, 
(hould not be die objecl of a commc'cial countiy, it was what every 
prudent and good fratefman ilmuld avoid, hut there were ealLs in 
which It would be dcrtruclion not to h.avc rccourfe to this cxtreipity. 
And here he requefted the atrctitit>n of their Lorddiips, while he 
obferved, tiiat though our manuf icliircs might receive a temporary 
check in confequcncc of the Icfs of the French markets, and the ftatc 
of Europe on the Continent, yet Spain and all the nations at war 
againfr France was open to our manufa»frurcs, which would more 
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holBlities with that country. In the Weft Indies we had been M- 
markably {uccefsful; and his Lordihip aflerted, as a circumftance 
which he had juft heard, that fo eflentially had our war with 
France incrcaftd our conlcqueiice in the Eaft Indies, “ That the 
•Cai^goes which had lain on hand without a bidder during the pre> 
vious fe^ifon, now brought a profit of cent, per cent, to tlic 
owners.” Who, then, he a(kei 1 , w'ould call upon the nation to 
relax in her efforts to fubdue a nation, that had almoft, from the 
wickednefs of her own rulers, fubdued herfelf? Was there any 
noble Lord, who, for the fake of a momentary repofe, would with 
the future fecurity of a permanent peace ? Who, he aiked, would 
venture to wM&^for pence, when the confequcnces may be the intro- 
*ju<fti(m of anarchy and confufion into this happy country? If 
..France were to depart from thefc, and fue for peace, it would be 
. dicn probably a fcafonable time to hearken to her propofals; but, 
in the prefent fituation of affairs, he was convinced that nothing 
. but the- moft vigourous perfevcrance would fccurc permanent tran- 
; quillity, and prevent the mifehiefs w'itli which, by a premature 
ceflfation from hoftilitics, this country was menaced. Imprefted 
• with thefe ideas, and approving of cvciy fentiment expreftfed in die 
'. f^peech from the throne, his LtV'dftiip moved an addreiis, which was, 
as ufual, the echo di the fpeech. 

Lord AUCKLAND conceived, that as every noble Peer muft 
^1 with the noble Loro who had fpoken laft, the propriet)' and po¬ 
licy of the fentiments contained in His Majefty’s moft gracious 
^ech, it was unneedfary for him to confume much of their I..ord- 
iOlips’ time, in enlarging on a fubjccl which^ had been fo amply il- 
|[uftrated by the noble Lord who moved the Addrefs, which he would 
'^ve die honour to fccond. In taking a view of the Aibjcd, he 
would abftain from acrimony of expreflion ; the crimes and calami- 
"fecs of France w'ere fuch as to beggar all language, to outrun the 
"Imagination, and to fet defeription at defiance. He would equally 
, abftaiif from details j the miferies and mad exceffes of the French, 


fo long abfbrbcd every other fubjc<Sl of thought and converfa- 
i^on, and that it was not eafy to fuggeft any thing new refpedlir^ 


vfhem. He would endeavour to appreciate the real fituation of af- 
rfidn* If that fituaticxi were well underftood, he could with confi- 
himfclf fix’ the final rcfult of the war on the wifitomof 
[•l|^liamcnty on the good fenfe of the people of England, and on 
general attachmmt to our ha{^y conftitution, which fo remark- 
^Uf^days itfelf in the prefent crifis. His cqiinLons would lead 
tothc'Houfc, ondicfulleft refiedion, a chearfid view 
ueftiem and reafonable grounds of ht^ \ perhaps the inge- 
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nuity of trthcr noble Lords would offer the revcrfe. He then reca¬ 
pitulated the advantages gained ; he laid fome flrefs on the impcYt- 
ance of the frontier towns of France, taken by, and dill in the pof- 
fcilion of, the allied armies. With refpc<ft to the French colonics, 
there was reafon to believe that many of the mod valuable of them 
would foon belong to Great Britain, ffc was not inclined to con- 
fidcr the French navy as contemptible; but our navy, by the effi¬ 
cient exertions of the Admiralty, w'as become indifputably and 
greatly fuperior ; he believed he might add, that more men had 
been raifed for the Englilh na\y, in the courfc of the lad twelve 
months, than in any year of any former war ; and rccentl y^^ loir 
had been given to the naval power of France, (in thofc feas where 
(he lately rode triumphant) to an extent which, in ordinary times, 
would have been thought a full compenfation for the cxpence of a 
» whole campaign : he would add, that many confidcrable Powers had 
joined us in a caufc which affbdls the honour and effential intereds of 
every Government of every defeription. If we could dop here, he 
faid we might flatter ourfelves with a fpeedy return of dwt tranquil¬ 
lity which had lately been driven from men’s bofoms, and in the 
place of which the FrenoJi had prefented the mod hideous dream of 
' fedition, rapine, and murtler. We mud,*^iicwcycr,, look to the 
pofition of the enemy, as well as to our own ; and he confeffed 
himfelf to dee with anxiety, though not with difeouragement, the 
new invention of railing an armed force by the operation of popular 
t^'ranny. The riling in a mafs was certainly a terrible expedient, 
and the more fo, as it o)ulJ not be imitated bv other nations who 
retain a refpccl for law, jufticc, and humanity : but it carried with 
it its own antidoto, as it w^ould not calily be repeated, as it exhauds 
the country which employs if, and as it prepares the minds of men 
for a more rational mode of government. He could render judicc 
to the talents of the prefent leading regicides, and to the ability, with 
which their combination againd CJod and man, againd the liberties 
and religion of the world, had been formed and conduiSled. It was, 
however, thepreflurc of tlicir crimes and of their lituation which 
had promptexi them to this dofperatc and unheard-of exertion.— 
They had ufed confifeation, imprifonment, and maffacrc, as the 
means of filling their treafiiry, of enforcing tficir paper currency, 
and of completing their armies. Hidoty (hewed examples of great 
nations over-run and fwept from the face of the earth by hordes of 
barbarians ; in the prefent age, all the ferocity pf barbanfm had 
been engrafted on the corruption of poli(hcd fociety, and fupported' 
by Ac modem arts of war, by all the advantages rcfulting (Voin the 
Circe of language, and the invention of printing, and above all, b}' 
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that perverfion of principle which fecks the dcftnuftion every 
thipg valuable or rcfpcclablc ; and certainly, no army can be more 
formidable, whilft it laAs, than an army of robbers and murderers. 
Perhaps it was no paradox to (ay, tlrat againft fuch an army, the 
progrefs and refult of the war would not entirely depend on the num¬ 
ber of our victories, or on the extent of our conquerts. 'I'hc fureft 
mode, perhaps, Would be, in our refifting their progrefs, till they 
ilrould ultimately defeat rhemlelvcs by linking under their ow'n un- 
natural exertions. Under fuch a ftate of cireumAanccs, would any 
noble Lord advife His Majtfty to open a negociation for a peace or 
for a n ar miflicc r Such a proptilition was big w'ith abfurdity, folly, 
and dHRonour. It fuppofed a compact with men who, by their 
perhdious fei^urc of our merchants’ property, contrary to the com¬ 
mercial treaty, ha\c (hewn thcmfclvcs rcgardlcfs of public faith, and 
who have eft:ibli(hcd it as a prin«'iple, that what they call a free 
people, ought not to be retrained bv any compadl whatever. Sup- 
poling a trea'y to be made with them, would it be poffible to dilarm 
on the faith of fuch a treaty ? Would it l:c txjx'<licnt, tor the fake 
of fuch a treaty, to renounce the pn/pct^ls which we now* have of 
taking their foreign p< filillons : They have declared that they will 
build large fleets : in*'ftleh a ir.omenf, and wiih a great fuperiority 
on our part, wv.uld it bo wife to witiuhaw oui' fleets, in order to 
give to Prance the means of completing hers r '^rhcrc was another 
polTible mode t»f co.niiucl, bur fo grofslv dilliononrahle, that he was 
alhamcd to mention it; he meant the witlulraw ing oiit armies from 
the Continent ; tlie e<)nfc<|ucnec <>f which would be, that the Auf- 
trian Netherlands and the United Provinces would fall into the pof- 
feflion of the. vcgiculo hordes, and «jf liich maligpant and dcfjKratc 
adventurers as might be collcchd from every i){iicr nation. From 
that hour, every port now open to oiir tnulc between Denmark and 
France, would be in the fame flate as the unfortunate town ot 
JBourdeaux ; and all the pnirts of Holland would be crouded with 
pirate vclf.-’ls, manned by tl:e refufe of France, and paid by tlic 
pillage of Amfterdam. It had happened to him to fee the near ap- 
prrach of the calamity which he was now deferibing ; it had been 
prevented by the wife exertions of the King’s Miniflers and of the 
Repqblic of Holland j but from what he liad fmcc feen in General 
Dumouricr’s printed corrcfpondencc, it is evident, that if the French 
army had fueceeded in pafltng the Moerdyck, their General would 
have employed witli cifcci; the riches, rcfources, and local advan- 
* tages of the United Provinces, and would have mocked every edbrt 
hUiTi again out of Holland. Lord Auckland here faid, that 
this pointy becaufc he thought that much muft de- 
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pend on maintaimng the Continental var with the utmoft vigour 
and efFe£t; that there was no other ni(xlc of cfrcclually cruthir^ the 
unprbvolled hoftilitips which France had hej^un, and was driving 
againd us; that there were poflTiblc cafes of infular policy, in which 
our interefts miglit differ from thofe of the Continent; but he 
would venture to affert, that the day whi< h (lunild fee the Auftrian 
Netherlands and the United Provinces completely jxdreffcd hv 
France, would not long precede the general C{)!itiilion of Fui-oi«', and 
ultimately the downfall of Great Britain. Me might, perhaj s, be 
afkcd whether he w<»u1d continue the war, fo long as tlio confulions 
ot b ranee (liould continue r He would anfvver, that the war had 
not, on the part of England, been a war cither of arnhitiiin or ex¬ 
pediency, but of ftri 61 neceflity; and th;^ he would continue it not 
fo long as the confufions of France ihould continue, but fo It^ng as 
tliofc confufions (hould profefs an<l ftrugglc to cKtend themfclves over 
every otlier country. Our tituation called fur .the union of what¬ 
ever was wife and refpcclahlc in ParHatncnt ; for the otuon of all 
the power, faculties, and exertion of the nation. He fJ.t rtrong 
hopes that the event would he dtrideilly favourable fo our pr.;fperity 
aiul farurity. Ifcfaw I'Vance dcftroyiiig hcrlclf b\ i xcitiwn<, which 
he trufted would end in her ruin, before fl\c could cl'iceluafe th« 
ruin which flic malignantly fou'ilit to carry to otlur nations; he- 
'faw her beggared by the deri lietion of her nwMiufacliirc’>, commerce, 
and agricLiiturc; tome by civil dili'cntifats, de[H)j)ul;iriM by main- 
tiining fourteen armies, bv f.uninc, bv er.iic:nu;'m, I'-v a general 
depravity of mannerf. ; and above all, by th it pennaiu sir rnalliscrc 
which bad prevailed from the Au of S-. pfember, r and which 
was called in brance “ a eonrimu’d cverciic of a Kf’\c.Iutionarv 
Power.” Nor was if poffibio that llie could loiig intintun her 
cxpcncc, without taxes, or rb.c power of ir.i[:olmg taxes. It ap¬ 
pears, by the late rej'xirts of the Convcjition, that, her expenccs in 
one month arc equal t«) the war expenees of Englaiul in a year.—- 
On our part, the profixx^f was the reverfe. The interior of the 
kingdom wxis opulent anil profperous ; new markets were opening 
for our mcrchanfs and inannfaelnrcrs in the Mcdifenancan and in 
the Wert Indies ; and our ineomc was fuoh, as to have prodaced 
in the Jaft year a larger fum than was rtated by Mr. Pitt in 1791 as 
the probable peace revenue. J^affly, there was foine encourage¬ 
ment in the confcioufiicfs of a jurt and rightcous.caufe. On the 
whole, he truik'd, and w.xs perfuaded, that, by the bkfllng of God, 
Csrcat Brifain would add to the bell and brightcll pages of licr hirtory, 
the glory of puitccfing the independence of Euro])C, and of preferv- 
ing the whole fyftcm of civil and religious fociety, and die cxiiling 
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and future ages of mankind, from the mifcries with which, the 
French peftilence has menaced them. His Lordthip concluded 
feconding the motion for the addrefs. < 

Lord GUILDFORD. It is impofliblc that any noble Lord in 
this Houfe can refufe to congratulate His Majcdy upon the bravery 
of his army and navy-. It is iinpolTible that any perfon can withold 
his congratulations upon the fuccefs of Ilis Majefty’s arms by fea 
and land, and it is equally iinpoflTihle that any loyal fubjed fhould 
with to keep back that aid which may be neccfliiry to obtain every 
juft and honourable objeft that Ilis Majefty may be in purfuitof; 
but when it is propofed to fupport His Majefty in the profecution of 
the war, it becomes the dignity and wifdom of this Houfe to con- 
flder the obje^ and end of it. When it was firft propofed in this 
Houfw^o profecute the prefent unfortunate war vi idr vigour, and 
when we met here laft, the avowed obje«JI of it, and tliat openly 
profefled by His Majefty’s Minifters, was the protedion of our al¬ 
lies, and the fecurity of thefe kingdoms; but forry am I to hear 
from the noble Lord who moved, and the noble Lord wdio fccond- 
cd the addrefs, and w'ho may be confidcred as in foine mcafure con- 
neded w'ith the Minifter, that that objed, by which many noble 
Xx>rds were induced to aifent lo the war, is now changed, and no¬ 
thing lefs is profefled this day than the reftoration of Monarchy, as 
it was cftablilhed undir the old Government. It is of little coiifc-' 
quence in t^ofo perfon it is to be cftablifticd, and vain are the ef¬ 
forts, if they arc made only to fubftitute Calonne for Roberfpierre 
cr, Danton. When Lord Hood ncgociatcd with tlic Touloncfe, 
and when they were induced to receive him into their port, it was 
under the exprefs ftipulationof fupporting the Conftitution of 1789; 
but of the Conftitution of 1789, wiiieh has been projKrrIy Ailed a 
** Magnificent fabric of human wifdom and virtue,” and againft 
which our allies on the Ct-ntinent have declarcdVar, we this day 
hear n(^ a word. If my Lord Hood was not authorifed to prop<jfc 
the terms which he oftcred, iiis public declaration to the people of 
France is a fcaiidalous rcflecVion upon the Government of this coun¬ 
try. Does the addrefs propofc that we fhould profecute tltc war for 
the protciftion of our allies? Has Holland once entered into the 
minds of His Majefty's Minifters, or tlie noble Lords who with fo 
'much elot^uence fupported the addrefs ? It is but too obvious from 
the language whiph they have ufed, that the objeds which they have 
in view are widely different from thofe by which they lured the 
Public into this unfortunate w'ar. I,ct us, however, for a moment 
fuj^X)fe that the end which they wiih to obtain is the protedion of 
Holland and of .Great Britain againft the meurflons of thP French 
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Republicans, give mb leave to aflc your Lordihips, whether tl^ 
end could not have been as cffedtually obtained, and much more 
efFei^ally obtained by negociation than by warfare i Was it not 
propofed to them, before we were plunged into the horrors and de- 
vaftation of war, to try the experiment of negociation ? When that 
had failed, it would liavc been time enough to commence hoflili- 
ties; and there are few, I believe, who are not now convinced 
that the fafety of Holland w'ould have been better fccured by the 
conciliating voice of our Ambaffador at Paris, than by the thunder 
of cannon. It may be faid, that the moment I allude to was not 
the moft favourable, that the French were at that time fo dated 
with their allonifhing and before unheard-of fucceffes, that they would 
have lidened to no terms which the dignity of Great Britain, and 
her good faith to her allies, could have permitted her to offer. The 
hiftory of that period, and the language and effort:; of licr Mini- 
ffers, AmbaiTadors, and Generals, afffird a complete refutation of fuch 
an affertion. But let us even here again concede to thofc who arc 
of this opinion. We know' of another period, the cireumdancos of 
which can give no fupport t© fuch an argument: were they not fuf- 
ficiently humbled in the courfc lad fummer, by a retreat as fpeedy 
and difadrous as their march was rapid and vidlorious—When 
their army had been half dedroyed, and the remains of it had been 
almod totally diforganixed—When they fiad been driven from Bra¬ 
bant, and had been unfuccefsful from 'Wedern Flanders to the 
Rhine—When fcvcral of their provinces had been invaded, and 
their mod important fortrclVcs had been fubdued, is there a noble 
Lortl in this Houfe who docs not in his confcicnce believe that they 
would have been eager to liden to fuch terms of peace as became the 
dignity and judice of this cdbntry to offer ? If infolcnce is too often 
the attendant o^ profperity, adverfity is generally accompanied by 
moderation and humility. Much has been faid of the fignal advan¬ 
tages wc have gained over them, and the certain profpciSf wc have 
of a fpeedy peace, by vigoroufly exerting the drength and applying 
the refuurccs of this country in the profccutlon of the war. Our 
advantages, I much fear, will be greatly counterbalanced by the 
cxpcnccs we have incurred, and die Ioffes fudained by our traders 
and inanufa<£furers. If we alfo compare the conqueds made by the 
allies with the prefent pofition of the French armies, it is< much to 
be fsared, that the former have not much to bond of. May it not 
rcafonably be inquired, whether we have not already obtained the 
end which we pix^xyfed; and after the obtaining of which, His Ma- 
jedy’s Miniders repeatedly and folemnly declared they would purfue 
every, mcafure that diould tend to procure a fpeedy, fafe, and ho- 
. VoL. XXXVIII. C 
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,nourable peace? Our allies, the Dutch, arc in perfcift fccurity. 
The French have been driven from their territories, and confined 
jp'ithin limits, beyond which wc ought not to attempt to pafs. The 
noble Ivords admit, that they have made the mod ftupendous efforts, 
and fuch as have aftoniflicd all Europe i biit this, riling in a mafs, 
fay thc)', cannot be repeated. It is a violent convullion which 
mud exhauft tlic nation, or, at lead, fo far weaken it, as to bring it 
to a low pitch of humiliation. I'he fame caufes, my Lords, will 
produce the fame effecis. I'he preffure of an invading enemy only 
bends the bow to give the arrow a greater force. Their cxtcnlivc 
territories wc arc all acquainted witli; their vad numbers, and 
great internal refources, are unqucllioncd ; and whatever may be 
their diffenlions and inaffacrcs, wc find them capable of bringing 
into the field, troops that have fucccfsftilly tippofed the bed difei- 
plincd armies in Europe. What rcafon have you to believe, that 
tliofe troops which they will opptjfc to us in the next campaign, will 
be Icfs difeiplined, or worfe apj ointed than thofe we have already 
had to contend with ? Jlidory tcadies us that experience makes 
the foldier, and pra6Ucc ifften leads to vidlory. T he cruelties 
pratdifed at Lyons, which have been painted in fuch glowing co¬ 
lours by the noble Lords, and to no u'.e. arc they more abhorrent 
than to me—dedruiHiop of that fird manufacluring city in the 
world, as they have calTtd it—the maffacrc and banifhmcnt of 
its numerous inhaf/itants to the interior provinces, all forming, as 
they fay, a dreadful prelude to the fate of tlie not Icfs celebrated city 
of Toulon—-The W'ars and murders of La Vendee, the fined pro¬ 
vince in France, are uiged, to fhew' that the French arc fo reduced 
that they cannot long refid the formidable powers of the allies.— 
Here let me again alk, whether the ddiblation of La Vendee, and 
the dedrudlion of thofe once famed and flourifliin^ cities, will en¬ 
courage other provinces to revolt againd the cxifting Govcnimcnt 
and induce Bourdeaux, Marfcilles, and Dunkirk, to expofe them- 
felvcs to the fame exterminating vengeance ? There is anotiicr ar¬ 
gument adduced to encourage us in the profccution of the war arifing 
from' the dednidlion of the diips and naval dorcs at Toulon. The 
noble Lord who moved the addrefs fays, that this alone will com- 
penfate us for all our Ioffes and expcnces incurred during the war; 
find whatever may be their future form of Government, they will 
not for many years, perhaps an age to come, be able to didurb the 
tranquillity of this countiVf To edimatc our gain by the Ioffes of 
the French is not the mod accurate method of calculation. 1 can¬ 
not fee how the reducing of Franee to poverty will enrich Great 
Britain I and i ihall have occalktu to (hew prcfcntly that it will 
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have a contrary effcvSl. Was It for the purpofc of making a parti- 
tion oi' France ainongft the allies, that we fo benevolently interfered ? 
Was it then, for the purpofe of deftroying her wonted confequence^ 
that we fo humanely interpofed our fleets and armies in belialf of 
Louis XVII. ? Is it to reduce her for the future to die loweft de¬ 
gree in die fcale of nations, whatever may be her form of Govern¬ 
ment, that we are to profecute this difadrous w'ajr ? Our allies 
may, perhaps, owe us fomc obligations if tins be the cafe ; but no 
Frenchmen of any defeription, Royalifts or Republicans, can thank 
us after having difeovered this ejoven foot. The arguments fug- 
gefted in favour of the continuance of the war may in general be re¬ 
duced to two heads : The policy of it, and the ncccflity of it.— 
The policy of if, if there be any, muft be founded upon fome pre- 
fent gain, or future advantage that we are to reap from it. Cir- 
cumftanecd as the two countries arc, our inrereft would be promoted 
by its profjjcrity, rather than ruin. • A neighbouring nation,* defo- 
lat'j'l and impovciilhed, can hold out no advantage to this countiy, 
wlKifc profperity depends upon the fkiuriihing date of her trade and 
commerce. If you dry up tlic rcfourcos of France, you dedroy 
your own markets. If \ou delblatc her, flic will have no commo¬ 
dities to exchange with you, or money to purchafe what you have to 
fell. • IJiit be the j^licy w'hat it may, if k be not founded in judice 
aiul ill honour, it diould be fpurned by a nation hitherto famed for 
thofe didinguiflied virtues. '^Fhe arguments adduced to prove the 
ncccflity of continuing our warlike operations againll France, may 
be retliiced to three heads. It is faid, that w'c mud go on, 

Fird, IlccauCc it is ncccdUry to opiwfc the progrefs of the French 
arms. 

Secondly, It is ncccflary thereby to prevent the projiagation of 
French principles. 

Thirdly, We mud perfeverc, until fuch a Government can be 
cdabliflicd that will induce us to treat, under the faired profpeiSt of 
obtaining a lading and honourable peace. 

I mean not tf) deny, my Lords, that the progrefs of the French 
arms was at one time very alarming. It threatened the annihilation 
of the Dutch, our mod valuable allies; and if it had not been 
timely diecked, it might have endangered (I fcruple not to fay it) 
the falvation of this country. Tl'hc date of things is however, now 
quite reverfedj the French arc feparated from tliem by a fufficient 
didance; and fome regard ought to be paid to their public declara¬ 
tions, viz, “ I'hat they do not mean to interfere in the interna]^ 
Government of any country, nor will they, make war upon any na¬ 
tion tliat is not die a^reflbr. But have Ifb Majedy’s Minidera 
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calculated the force and the refources by which they arc to accom> 
plifh this important end ? Much reliance, no doubt, mull be placed 
upon tile afliftancc of our allies, wlio, as the fpccch expreffes, have 
entered into an almoll general confederacy; but our hopes cannot 
be much brightened by the profpcdl of afliftancc from thofc whom 
wc are obliged to fublidize for their own prefervation. It is notori¬ 
ous to all Europe, that the refources of Auftria are exhaufted. I'hc 
Emperor can no longer levy frcfli iinpofts uptin his fuhjci'ils, and he 
is left to the precarious fi^pixirt of private benevolences, and the 
loyal contribution of individuals. As to the King of Pruflla, his 
diftrefles arc no fccret in Europe. It is well known that he cither 
cannot, or will not contribute any material aflii'tancc to anotlier 
cantpaign. From whom he experts aftiftance I know not^ but I 
know the Parliament of Great Britain will hefitate before they tax 
their own hufbandmen and inanufatfturcrs, to ealc the burdens of the 
pcafantry of Brandenburg. But it is urged, that ivc muft at any 
rate prevent the i»njX)rtation of French principles, that arc deftruc- 
tive of the peace of every ci i’iicd, and wcli-re^^ulatcd Government. 
'I'lic doctrine is not more -vploded, that )ou cannot make converts 
I)y the fword, than tliat you e nmot prevent the diflemination of po¬ 
litical, or any other principles, by the aid of arms. But what more 
apt means than thofc ufod by the allies could have bt'cn devifed to 
fpread the falfe philofophy of the French, which is juftly reprobated 
by every wife and good man? If jdu wifli to crufh the Jacobines of 
this country; if you delirc to render abortive the machinations of a 
Britilh Convention; if,, my Lords, you would imprefs upon the 
minds of His Majefty’s fubjetSls, a fenfe of the incftimable blcflings 
rcfulting from our excellent Conftitution^if King, Lords and Com- 
mbm, prove to them that they have a Government that will fecure 
to th^m their liberty and property, together with all the advantages 
of peace and profperity. It is in vain that you tell them the Britifti 
Conftitution is the wifeft and beft that was ever framed, you muft 
make them fed that they adlually enjoy under it thofc advantages 
which it is calculated to afford them. 

Laftly, It Is faid tlut you have no perfons to treat with who have 
the j3®wer or inclination to fecure to you a lading peace. If I were 
afteef w'ho thofc are with .whom we ought to open a ne^iation, I 
i^buld anfwcr, thofc men (be they whom they may) who have the 
dxrcdlion of the arms and of the force of the country. 

I cannot fufped that dierc is a noble Lord prefent who is not con- 
yincedy that if you offer them terms which arc fafe, tliey will clofc 
f)wlth you, and the treaty, which it is their intereft to conclude, the 
f^^ihtcreft will bind them to obferve. No difficulty oug^t to arife 
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fronj the form of the Government with which I propofe you fooald 
n^oS^fote peace. We are at peace with Governments that bear a 
iliong refemblancc to that now exiitin^ in France. We have treated 
with thofe of the fame dcfcriptlon, ami wc arc actually in alliance 
with Dantxick. I (hall, therefore, fubniit an amendment to be 
inferted after the third or fourtli paragraph of the addrefs. Hi» 
Lordihip then read it to the following eflcA: ** Tliat this Houfe 
do thank His Majefty for the gracious declarations which he has 
been plcafcd to make of the views and principles by which he is 
guided, in the profccution of the prelicnt war; but they hoped His 
Majcfty w'ould fci'Ac the carlieft opix>rtunity to conclude a peace, by 
which the permanent fafety of his fubjccls, and the indeixrndence 
and fecurity of Europe may be provided for; and that they humbly 
hope no difficulty may prevent the attainment of fo dcfirable an ob- 
jctl from the form of Government which may be cftablilhed in 
France.” 

I (hall only trouble the Houfe, added his Lordfhip, with one or 
two more obfervations. The rcfourccs of this country arc iinqucf- 
tionably great, but it behoves His Majcft) ’s Minifters to refledt on 
the inevitable lolVcs which wc have fidVaincd hnee the commence¬ 
ment of hodilitics, and the heavy dillrclTes under which our manu¬ 
facturers, and all the low'cr clalfes of five people Ialx)ur. When 
new burdens arc laid on, I believe their ability to fdftain them has 
not been eftimated. However the war may terminate, there is no 
poffibility of our being reimburfed ; anil when it may termimitc, the 
noble Lords can only form a very uncertain guefs. One thing 
appears dear, viz. that there is no probability of its ending fuccc&- 
fully, under the management of thofe who have the prefent direc¬ 
tion of it. If w’C muft gf) on, let the bufmefs be entrufted to thofe 
who have abilities to condudl it more fuccefsfully; and if, from the 
juftice of the caiifc in which wc arc embarked, wc have reafon to 
hope for the interpofition of him w-ho is the ruler of the nations of 
the earth, let us feck for agents to whom he may be more propitious 
than to thofe who have hurried us, and wi(h to plunge us deeper into 
the miferics of this ill-fated war. 

The Duke of POR 1 XAND faid, he felt it fo ftrongly incum¬ 
bent upon him to give fomething more than a (Uent vote upon the 
occalion, that he was thus early anxious to offer himfelf to their 
Lordfhips' notice. He had, at the commencement of the war laft 
year, acknowledged his opinion of the judicc and neceffity of it; 
and he was now more convinced of both. He thought it the duty 
of every man to concur in ftrengthening the hands of Government, 
as a vigorous profccution of the war appeared to him tlic only means 
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of faving the country, and bringing the war to an honourable^ dfid 
favourable ifluc. He obferved, he did not know to what the 
amendment could tend, unlcfs it went to recommend a breacli of 
all the treaties which exifted between this country and foreign 
pow'crs-—a incafure which it would unquedionably be dilhonourablc 
for this country to purfuc, and which muft ultimately end in our 
ruin and difgrace. His Grace faid, tliat he (liould give his fupport 
to Minillers, and therefore would vote for the addrefs. 

. The Earl of GUILDFORD explained. He faid, he did not 
mean his amendment to go to the diriblution of treaties, but merely 
that a peace fhould be made when fuch a tiling fhould to his Ma- 
jefty appear practicable. 

Earl 3 PFNCER faid, that being firmly perfuadrd of the jufticc 
and neccfhiy of the war, the objc«St of which appeared to him to be 
no Icfs than the prefervation of all order, and every other valuable 
advantage of civil focicty: he could not lielp uniting with all the 
- real friends of the efiablifhed Conftiiution of this kingdom, in order 
to confirm his Majefty’s Minifters in the intention they had declared, 
in the fpccch from the throne, of profecuting the war with vigour 
and pcrfevcrancc, and pledging himfelf to them, to that Houfe, 
and to the public, that in llich profccution of it they fliouKI have 
his decided and unequivocia fupjxirt. 'Fhe intcrclU involved in this 
conteft feemed to hiin to be fo important, that if it were ncccflary. 
In the fupport of them, to civc up every pcrfonal confidcration, he 
fhould think it his dutj- to make the facrificc; but he had the fatis- 
ficlion of feeling that, on the prefent occafion, fo great a facrificc 
was not required of him. There were perfons, he knew and la¬ 
mented it, of whofc abilities and virtues he could never think with¬ 
out admiration and afFediion, whofc language and ^ndudt, fince 
the commencement of the war, had appeared to him fo intimately 
connedted with principles fubverlive of all that he thought efiTcntial 
to the ioterefis of this country, tliat it would be impofliblc for him 
‘to adl in concert with them ; but there were others with whom he 
bad been equally in the habit of concurring, and for whom he en¬ 
tertained fentiments of the Urongell attachment and confidence, with 
<lprhom he was perfuaded he Ihould completely aincur on this occa- 
iion. « That as they had agreed in thinking lafl ypar that the war 
waS'juft and necelfary, they fhould alfo agree now that nothing tiad 
Imi^ happened to make it lefs fo; and that the moft vigorous pro¬ 
bation of it is the only means of preferving the independence and 
,. Cpnftitution of this country j that, as they had concurred in fup- 
“ porting the principal meafures of Government in the laft fcfTion, 
„they fhould now no lefe concur in continuing invigorating diat 
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fupport. He fhould therefore decidedly vote for the addrefs, becauie 
heS^s convinced that fuch a peace as could alone be defirablc, waa 
only TO be obtained by a pcrfcverance in vigoroully profecuting the 
war, and not through die medium of any fuch motion as that of the 
amendment propofed by the noble Earl. 

The Earl of COVENTRY faid, if the Miniftry of diis coun« 
try did not oppofe the mad politics of France—if they did not put 
a ftop to the wild enthuHafm of the Republie, your wooden walls 
would be ufclcfs; he would not give five years purchafe for the 
cxiftcncc of England ; what would have been the confcquencc, had 
the arms of France over-run the United Provinces ? He would not 
hefitate a moment to affert, that Britain would fall, her proud navy 
could not proteft her. His f^ordfhip faid, he could not more com> 
prehenfively deferibe the nccelTity of profecuting the war, than by one 
fliort fcntcncc ; he would not fay, as the Roman patriot did of old, 
^clcnda tji CnrihagOy but, minuenda eji Gallia ; a truth fo undeni* 
able, that it needed not an argument to illuiirate or cfiabli{h its 
verity. For thefe rcafons, the Earl declared, he gloried in the ' 
ciiufe in wliich the Minidry had embarked, and alfured them that 
they flicsuld have his ftcady fupport. 

The Duke of NORFOLK faid, there was no man in the Houfc 
more anxious for the maintaining our happy Cunllimtiun tiian he 
was; yet he c«)uld not induce himfelf tofuppifc that thofo imagi¬ 
nary dangers warrant MinIdry in continuing the war. He hoped^ 
that in the lad fefllon, when he had often been told in that Houfe, 
that Miiiidry embarked in the war b* protetd t’ne United States, 
that when they had accompliflicd their objcdl, they would have 
withdrawal their trcw.'ps, or clfc contcntetl theinfelvcs with forming 
a barrier to pre^ted thofe •allies for whom we were fo dreadfully 
alarmed. But he was forry to fee the objcdl ntiw difclaimcd, and 
lamented feeing the country plunged into a cftntincntal war, which 
was likely to exhaud her finances, and which already had plunged 
the people of this countr}' into fuch unheard-of calamities. Mini- 
Aers rulticd into tlic ivar, fupported by popular caprice ; but he de¬ 
nied that the people were now anxious tor the continuance of hofiii- 
lities. He had, from his fortune, his coiuicdions in the country, 
an opportunity of knowing their feiiiiments; and he pledged himfelf 
to the Houfc, that he could meet witli no pcrlbn now approving of 
the meafurcs of Miniftry. He faw tlie people lamenting thek ill- 
judged ambition, and regretting their imprudciicc which encouraged 
their defiru^livc career; he %vas now conviiiccd of what be ever 
had fuppofed before, that there were no grounds for tlje panic of 
Government; no danger cf the inirodu^lion of French principles 
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In' Ais country. The people faw too dreadful an example in Franw, 
to imitate their conduct here. He dondemned Ae conduct 
nlAy in rcje<Jling all negociation with France ; that alone 'Which 
could favc Ac blood of Europe, and terminate thofe dreadful cala¬ 
mities. The noble Duke hinted, that he tliough^ Lord Spencer 
fomew'hat fevere upon Ac noble and honourable perfonages with 
tvhom he had fiwmerly at^cd. He adverted to what the noble 
Earl had faid of facrificing party connedlions, and paid foine liand- 
ibme compliments to Ac Member of Parliament fuppofed to have 
been alluded to. 

Earl SPENCER explained, that he did not mean to impute im¬ 
proper motives to any man, but tliat it appeared to him that Aofe 
perfons to whom he had alluded aded honeftly and confcicnti<Jufly, 
on principles on which he as honeftly and confcicntioufly could not 
ad ; he Aankcd Ac noble Duke for having given hitn the oppor- 
turjity of this explanation, and Aould feel very happy if, in confe- 
quence of any thing tliat had been faid, fuch principles Aould be 
' completely difavowxd. 

The Earl of DERBY, in voting for Ac amendment of the nobld 
Earl, declared it to he his \vi(h that it would admit of even yet 
Rronger language, fo that he wuld bring his ntind to foinc fixed 
point or condition upon vvliich his Majefty’s Minifters might be 
induced to fay they Averc ‘ready to ncgf)ciatc fur fo dcfirable an ob¬ 
ject. He expected that Minifters, or their friends, would have 
defined the object of Ac war: As for his part, he could not con¬ 
ceive why it was continued. Was it to extirpate republicanifm, and 
«(tabliA royalty in France r If fo, we muft wait for the extirpation 
of cvciy man in it; till then, we could not hope to accompUA »)ur 
obj^. He had been told of the flomifliing ftate of our revenues 
by one noble Peer, and he was informed, what had appeared to 
him rather ftrango, Aat it had equalled any year of our peace efta- 
bliAmcnt, and this, as an inducement to continue Ac war. 

[He was told here, that Ac average of four years was only 
in^nt, as ftated by the Committee of 1791.] 

Lord Derby remarked upon this, that though he gave Ac noble 
Lords full credit Aat they believed this to be Ac cafe, yet the afler- 
tio^ did not bring very complete convidlion to his mind—at any 
1^, the exceedings of revenue were no ai^umcnt for protnnfting 
the war. He was not in the habit of communication with his 
-;^ajefty’s Minifters, and therefore he could not afeertain the amount 
of our lolTcs in men on Ac Continent, but he could ftate, that the 
fuft^rings ’of our manufadlurers and traders w'crc very great by this 
. 4 eAriuSixve war. In that part of Ac country where he lived Ik 




found that no lefs than 12,000 men ware dia^ foom the looms 
into the militia; and allowing what a noble Lord (Auddand) had 
fai^that the revenue was in a flourilhing date, yet had all the 
perfoiis employed in our armies abroad been femployed in our trade 
and manu^ures, the revenue would certainly have increafed, the 
national debt confequently diminUhed, and the trade of this coun« 
try flow with a larger abundance into the marts of the commercial 
world. His Lordlhip took a farcaftic view of the ftatement given 
by authority of the tranfadions at Toulon; he noticed a palpable 
fupprefllon of certain circumflanccs deteded by a reference to paf. 
fages, which were communicated on a previous occaflon by the 
writer. He did not fee what advantages vre were to derive from 
this war; it was very plain that we were righting for the aggrandize- 
ment of the Houfe of Auflria, nor was it even afeertained that they 
would profecute the war much lor^^. He inquired what had been 
the condu«^ of our allies, and their means of carrying on a war ? He 
fiemanded to know if Auftria was not crippled in her rcfources, and 
whether the Emperor had not notorioufly been difappointed in his 
application for the voluntary aids of his fubjc£ls ? If he looked to¬ 
wards the King of Pruflia, did his declared poverty promife a wider* 
extent of warlike preparations, and a much larger duration of his 
afliflance ^ He had declared that he would not enter the ricld agrin 
unlefs paid by this nation. Would this nation confent to that, as 
it had already confented to pay the King' of Sardinia for protecting 
his own kingdom, and even gone farther, for it was now engaged 
to protcCl his fea-ports. Ruflia had, indeed, joined in the c^inion 
that it was a common caufe, in which all kingdoms and every 
people were alike intcrefled; but her good wiflics were the Ible aids 
furnifhed by tliat enlightened and liberal potentate. When he 
thought of ^e powers we were made to fubridizc, to defend thrir 
own dominions!, he was at fomc lofs to conceive how far this com- 
plaifance might cany us—Would our refourccs, impoveriflied as 
they muft naturally be, fuflice to keep up the bankrupt armies of 
all Europe ?—>His Lordfliip too remarked, tliat we could have 
fmall reliance even upon the gratitude of our fubridized allies; cer¬ 
tain powers of tiris defeription had tliought proper, not merely to 
evacuate a fort, but to quit a towm without leave, and confulting 
only their perfonal fafeties, difregarded the grand obligation of that 
common caufe, for their co-operation in which tiiey were fo libe- 
tally paid. His Lordfliip was very ftrenuous for a peace; and 
in refpedt to the perfons with whom we were to treat, which hat 
all along been the obftacle offered by the friends of this war, it was 
vexy natural to conclude that we muft treat with perfons who art 
VoL. XXXVIII. D 
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^S^trufted with the^EKccutivc power of France, with the perfons 
whom we arc at war.' All nations havl hitherto deemed it fafe 
. 10 treat with tlie ruling power of a country, by whatever m^s it 
had attained that power; his Lordfliip abhorred the atrocities they 
had committed, but was of opinion tliat the love of peace thould 
predominate over every other confidcration, and it was the duty of 
Minifters to cflliSl it, wliich if they ncg'odkd, they would be an- 
'fw'crablc tor tlic confeq'ienccs. 

The E'.ul of KINNOUL I'l-ord Hay) voted for the Ad«lrcfs, 
and faidlic wwdd give Adniiiiiftr.ifion his moft lirrn and '/.calous 
I'uppfirf to profeciitc tliC w;«r. 

I'hc Ear^ of MANSFIl'. f.l^ dcchircd, tliat lie fliould not have 
prcfuincd to trouble ilieir l.ordthips at fo late an hour, if fie could 
have contented'Jiimfeif with a !ilent vote upon that important day. 

I fliall rK’t, adiloii ho, tiro your J.ordiiiips widi the idle repetition 
of fcntiinohts whieli i fiavc more than otro d rlared; I will only 
fav, thatff among many li'Mial .-.({vantages, there have been fomc 
unfavourable events, if Mifurfa n ohi'taeks ha\c obiirinlle«l the pro- 
grefs of the arms of our allies, tlufc ciremnftanees optrarc ujon my 
mind only as additional ineentives to engage me to give to the Go¬ 
vernment of my country, my feeblCj but moft cordial and y.calous, 
fupport, in the pn.>fecution of this juft and neccflary war. I give it, 
jny IvOrds, in the rcafonabic cxpoclation, in the full confidence, that 
Minifters wall fleadily puflue tlic line of conduct lb eleaily and fo 
-flrongly marked in His Mijcity’s fpeech from the'I'linjiic, which, 
as we all know, is, in the langu.»ge of Parliament, tluir fpeech. 
1 give it, in the confidence that tliei' fee the extent, and feel the 
weight of the duty incumbent upon them, that tluy will ait up tn 
thcoccafion, (a greater this country never faw) that .with ftcady per- 
feverance, with manly fortitude, with Vife, fpirited, and well-di- 
redted exertions,- they will profecute the war, till ijie great objects 
of it fhall be attained. It gave me mueli fatisfa.iStion to find tliofe 
objci^ls fo clearly |ifdntcd out in tlic fpeeeh from the 'I'lirone, as I 
have often been apprchenfive tirat they arc not fuffivicntly underftood 
by the country at large; nor is it always remembered how cffeniially 
this war diilers from every other in which tips nation has been en¬ 
gaged. 't his point has already been fpoken to, Ihortly, but very 
^tciblyi by ray nr^blo f iend, (the Duke ui Portland.) As to the 
%igin of tile war, it began by the unprovoked aggreflion of France, 

your Lordfliips ail know. It is ctMWinucd, not from motives of 
*j|fentment, not merely to obfciin fali.sfaiJlion and indemnity for our¬ 
selves and our allies for the injuries received. That is, no doubt. 
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on^ature in tills buHncfs, but not the principal future, as'I con¬ 
ceive. 

This is not, my Lords, a war of ambition orconqueft; or, if it 
be a war of ambition, it is the nobicd ambition tliat ever afluated 
the mind of man. Its great obje£l is to rcftorc the blcflings of or¬ 
der and Government to France, and, by tliat reftoration, to fccurd 
to ourfclvcs, and the rcll of Euiopc, thofc blcffings which order and 
Government c.in alone befsow. Our great aim is to rdift and de¬ 
feat the wilt! attempts tlw^fe wJiohave declared it to be their deli¬ 
berate purix^felo dij'rr^anhc iuircpc, as they call it; that is, tofub- 
vert this and every ether regular Covernnu nt; to trample upon all 
property; to break all the ties of civil fociety; to deprive men. of 
cviry profent comfort, of c'very future hope, and reduce them to 
the fame wretched level with themfclvcs. We wage war witli 
tliofe wlio are not onr enemies alone, but who have declared thetn- 
felvcs Hjlci Ilumnni C.'neris, by their avowed coiifpiracy againll the 
general iiitercfls of inanhiiul. 

I recolh-cl at the moment, that in a vaptjuring letter, addrclTed 
bv a A[r. Fjiuhe to tl'.e Ccunmlttee of Saferv, he favs, Let the Re^ 
public art as onr ^rr at I'olcauj pouring forth itsdellrutlive lava upon this 
infdmo;r^ ijl.md. Strong as tiic expreflioq may feem, it is inade¬ 
quate; it gives an impei-ket idea of the mifehipf they intend, and 
would certainly bring upon u., if God, in i'.is vengeance, (hould * 
give them tlic power. 

'J'orrents of lava, astveall know, work but partial dcftrut^Ion; 
but if they e >uM eJK cl tljeir purpofe by the dill'cinination of their 
principles, the oontagij'.n o^ ilu ir example, and the introdueHon of 
anarchy like theirs, tlic certain confcqucnccs mart be 'dreadful as it 
is to think of, ;Aid painful to u;ter; immediate unlverfalVuin. 

Having detained your f..ordllnps pctiiaps too I .mg ujxm tlicorigi- 
n.il motion, I will now, if the Houfe is not tired, apply myfeif to 
the amendment propped by a noble Ivarl, fEarl of CjuiUlford.) It 
is painful to me to ditfer iVom tli it noble Lord, tor whom I have 
the higheft pcrftmal refj-esil, and to whofc friendlhip I confidcr my- 
felt as having a fort of Iiereditar}- claim. But no pcrfonal regards 
can be permitted to warp our opinions in moments like thcfc. ■ 

His I.a)rulhip then added, that if he had been at all fuccefsful in 
dating the trne objects of the war, it was clear that the amendment 
propofed militated againll them all. By endeavouring, faid he, to- 
catch at momcntaiy' dclulive repofe, you would double all the evils 
you wilh to rcjcl; )0u would, in a word, furrendcr the ft)rtrefsj, 
by receiving t ?:• enemy within its wails. But, with the indulgence 
of ^he Houfe, I will go a little deeper into the fubjcdl:. I contend, 

D 2 
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a lading peaee with Fiance, in its prefent dtuationy is 
Me in the nature of things. It is, my Lords, to my mind, as clear 
a propditbn as any in Euclid, that you cannot treat, you pnnot 
make fiance with anarchy. The nohle Earl has faid, very truly, 

^ diat you may treat with ani ufurper, and has given fome indances 
where we have done fo. Hidory fumt(he$ us many more; mod of 
die great nations of Europe treated with Cromwell, but Cromwell 
had ptrmarunt power* There, my l^ids, is the true didinc^ion. 
The ocxiditions of peace are, in their very nature, lading engage* 
ments. You cannot, then, in fenfe and reafon, enter into fuch 
engagements with thofc, who, from the indability of their (Ituation, 
have no profpef): of being able to perform that for which they engage. 
I again repeat, nsn mens hie fertno *. ' You may, and, under the 
prefent circumdances, I think pu mud, wage war with anarchy ; 
pence and alliance with her you cannot make. How frequently the 
Kene has diiftcd in France, your Lorddiips need not be told. Con- 
lider for a moment who they were with whom you mud have treated, 
had you attempted a n^ociation fome months ago. What is be¬ 
come of thofc leaders now ? Not only their power is gone, they 
have vaniihed from the fcenc; they have fallen by the keen edge of 
that tyranny which themfelves contributed to raife; guiltlefs, per¬ 
haps, of the crimes for which they fufFered, they peridied by the 
* mod equitable of all laws. Neds artifices arte perire fua. Would 
Roberfpierre and his adherents have thought themfelves bound by 
ZTKf engagements the Qirondids had formed! Is there more dability 
in the condition of Roberfpierre and his crew? Why fhould that be 
fuppofed? Is it becaufe there has been naore rapine, more plunder, 
snore cruelty, mom violation of every right, more flagrant outrage 
' of eveiy kind? Would they, whoever they fliall bd^, who overturn 
this tyranny, to fubditute a tyranny of their own, refpedl the condi¬ 
tions of a peace made by the tyrants they had depofed ? 

Having dwelt upon this topic for fome time, his Ix>rdfbip went 
on to fsqr, that one of the mod moderate orators of the Aflcmbly had 
lifed riiis expreffion: Let Britain awake, and we will ajfifi her to get 
rid of IGiy[s, I hope, my Lords, this and eveiy fubfequent day 
villjbew riiat Britain is awake; that (he ^Is the warmed gratitude 
Ibr&e numberlefs bleflings we enjoy under the iliudrwus flunily 
eiBed to ;the Government of thefe kingdoms, and which, I trud, 
Jpiall govern them as lor^ as time endures: We have learned, 
\lR)m loftg and happy experience, that, for a great country like this, 
/ tiinified Monarchy oondicutes the bed and wifed Government that 
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caiNe fomed. We know» and did know even before foe lad ex* 
ample of Francci that a wild and lawlefs democracy is foe (harpeft 
tyranny that can be endured by man* But, my Lords, with all 
reverence to Monarchy be it fpoken, and no man can revere it more, 
he has a very narrow and imperfedt idea of fois great conteft, who 
conceives it to be merely the caufe of Kings. No, my Lords, k 
is a much greater caufc; it is the caufc of order, ^ Society, of Go¬ 
vernment, of religion, and law, againil that wild {frenzy that la¬ 
bours to fubvert and deftroy them all. Having formed a powerful 
confederacy to oppofc a barrier to fuch madnefs, (hall England de- 
fertthc caufe? Shall England abandon an alliance framed for fogreat 
a purpofc, for the attainment of fo noble an end? Forbid it every 
principle of reafon and policy; forbid it every fentiment of honour, 
every feeling of humanity! 

I cannot lit down, my Lords, without exprefling the great fads- 
fadlion with which I have heard the fentiments delivered this day 
by feveral of my noble friends. Their conduct upon this great oc- 
caiion, would raife their chanu^lers in foe public eftimation, if, in 
the public edimation their charadters could be raifed. With regard 
to myfclf, I will once more repeat, that my very feeble, but zealous, 
fupport, ihall be given to Government in the profecution of the war. 
It is given on the fulled convidlion the heart of man can feel. X 
have conlidered this great fubjedt in every light *to which my limited t 
view can extend; 1 have weighed it again and again in foe filence 
of retirement, in the abfcnccof every padion, and without any par¬ 
tial biafs 1 can difeover. 1 have frequently difeuded it with thofe 
with whom I fo much love to agree, and have found my fentiments 
confirmed by their better judgment. The rcfult, then, of my de¬ 
cided opinion,* which I wifh to deliver in the mod ferious and ib- 
lemn manner, is dioitly this: On the idue, on the final iflue, of 
this great conted, depends, not the profperity of this country alon^ 
which is our primary coiKcrn, but foe general welfare of Europe, 
the well-being of Society, the happinefs, not of the prefent generation 
alone, but of millions and millbns yet unborn. 

The Earl of HARDWICKE began, by obferving, that he 
had fddom thought himfelf entitled to trefpals on their Lordfhips* 
time and patience, or to add any thing to the lo^^h of thetr ^ 
bates i and that he (hould not have troubled the Houfe at fb lafo 
an hour, if he had not felt that there was at the prefent time a 'call 
almod irrefidible upon every man, who ever confidered the ground 
pf votes given in Parliament, or who had at any time had an oppor- 
tuni^ of dating his opipion in public, to dand forth, and declare 
^is fentiments, at a moment dw mod alannii^ to t|te d^y of this 
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country of any that had occurred fincc the commencement the 
prrfent centur}\ At that periml, the nation was engaged in a con- 
teft for every thing that was dear and interefting to it; for the fccu- 
rity of the proteftant religion, for its rights and liberties, and not 
only for its own rights and liberties, but for that which furcly will 
not now be confidcred as Icfs intcrclting to our commercial and poli¬ 
tical profperity than it was in former times, the rights, liberties, 
and independency of the nations of Europe. It was contending for 
tliefc great and important objects, againll the overgrown power and 
oicorbitant ambition of the French Monarchy ; it was Contending 
for them at the inftance of one of the wifdl, one of the ablcft, of 
the moft patriotic, and the njoft ill-treated Kings, that ever fat 
upon the throne of this or of any country. TTiC events of thofc 
times muft be fo familiar to thfc recollcilion of every one, cfpccially 
from the ftrong and remarkable analogy wliich many of them bear to 
the cv’cnts of the prefent day, that it was in fomc degree ncccllary 
to, apologifc for alluding to tlicm; but he trufted their Lordfliips 
would allow him to point their aticniion more particularly to one or 
two paragraphs of the lal> fjeech which was delivered by King Wil¬ 
liam to the Engliili Parli.nnent: a i’pecch fo much admired by every 
friend to the revolution, that it w'as printed in the Englifh, Dutch, 
and French languages, and was preferved for many years as an or¬ 
nament and a decoration in many houfes in England and Holland, 
and confidered as the King’s laft legacy, not only <0 his own fub- 
jecls, but to all Proteftant people. Tliefpcech begins, by ftaiing, 
that ** the Kingpromifes hiinfelf that Parliamcui is met together 
full of the juft fenfc of the common danger of Jiuropc, and that rcr 
fentment againft the late pa'ceedings of the French King, which 
had been fo fully and univerfally exprdfed in the loyal and feafon- 
abfo addreftes of his people.” It then proceeds to deferibe the in¬ 
dignity offered to himfclf, and the whole nation, by fetring up the 
pret^ded Prince of Wales, which fo ncaily concerned every man 
who had a regard for the Pnjtcftant religion, or the picfcnt and fu¬ 
ture quid and happinefs of the countr)*. 

The next paragraph (if the fpccch, is fo peculiarly defeviptive of 
the fituation in which this country will be placed, with refpedl to 
,t||^|reft of Europe,, if tlie jx>wer of France cannot be rcllrainccbwith- 
due limits; and expreffes, in fuch ftrong and intelligible lan- 
|i^ge> the extent to which the iftand is intcrefted in the affairs of 
jj^ continent, that Lord Ilardw ickc defired tlic liberty of reading 
whole of jt to the Houfe: “ By the French King’s placing liis 
^^andfon on the throne of Spain, he is in a conilition to oppofc the 
of £ujx>pc» unlcfs fpeedy and cftcdlual mcafures be taken.—» 
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Under' this pretence, he is become the .realmailei'. of the whoUi 
S'l^nith monarchy; he has made it to be entirely dependent on 
France, and difpofes of it as of his own dominions; and, ly that 
means he has furruunded his neighbours in fuch a manner, that 
though the name of peace may be laid to continue, yet they arc put 
to the cxpencc and inconveniences of war. This muft affc6t £r^*« 
land in the neareft and mofl: fenfiblc manner, in refped to our trade* 
which will focn become precarious in all the valuable branches of it; 
in refped to our peace and fafety at home, which we cannot hepc^ 
fhould long continue ; and in relpe^ to that part which England 
ought to take in the prrfervation of the liberty of Europe, King 
William then proceeds to fay : “ It is fit I fiiould tell you the 

eyes of Europe arc upon this Parliament; all matters are at a (land* 
till your refolutions are kntjwn; and therefore no time ought to be 
loll.” 7 'bcn tollow' tliefc remarkable words, to which Lord Hard- 
wickc paitieulavly dcfitcd to ja.int the attention of the Houfe: 
“ yeu have vet an opportunity, by God’s, blclTing, to fccuretoyoii 
and your jxjiVentv the fpiiet enjoyment of your religion and liberties* 
il you lue not wanting to\o'jifclv s, but will exert the ancient'vi- 
gour <»f the Englilh iruit,n : Cut 1 tell you plainly, my opinion is, 
if you do ivit laj l'<jld on this tx'ealion, you have no rcafon to hope 
for another.” Lord J lardwieke tlicn proceeded to urge, that un- 
fortunatdy this w.v. prceifdy the (itUAiion in which Englifiimen flood 
at prefent. If, f.;id b'w L(»rdihip, wx do not lay hold on this oc- 
calion, we lave i\o rc.sk n to luipe for another. If we are not able, 
engaged in the fan'e eniife 'vith the prearcr part of Europe, and con¬ 
tending fin- every tliing that is dear and intcrelVing to mankind, to 
cluek and ref-.Min the overgrown and unnatural pr)wer, the rcftlefs 
ambition, arvvl the \indietive fpidt of tb.e Freneh Republic, vindic¬ 
tive moll unjufily agiiniVtliis country; if we arc not able to effeti 
this important rt;al ePciUial ohjeet, whcit can we hope for another 
opportunity i And <ht'gerous, indeed, would be the attempt to 
make pe;sce, unlel's the }.owcr of Krance to injure her neighbours 
were confiderablv duninilhed, and our oower to confirm the fccu- 
riiy and tranquiiliiy t-f Europe conlidcnibly llrengthencd and con¬ 
firmed. Cut it is rather lingular, that the impraCiicability of mak¬ 
ing peace with tl>c Frcr.ch Hepuldie, and in its prefent convulfed 
and uncertain date, fltould not t'nly be atimitted, but dated in the 
flrongcft manner, by a perfoii fully cotnpetent to judge of it ; and 
that, in this country, the fupjxtfition of a treaty being praclicablc <ir 
prudent, Ihouid be urged by fo refpcthtblc an authority as the noble 
Karl who moved the amendment. Lord ’i.ndwicke alluded to IMr. 
Briflbt, who publilhcd ip Paris, in Alc-y lifi, a kUtr to his Con- 
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lAueatty ^ch t 3 ie prMling party in that free and envied country 
fiippreiioif imi»ifonc^ its authori and iincc executed him, withrut 
lining his defence, in company vrith one-and-twenty of hi$<^col¬ 
leagues. In this remarkable letter very recently known in this 
country, Mr. BriiTot obferves, that the nations of Europe cannot 
treat with anarchy; and whatever may be thought of his own mo¬ 
tives for it, recommends, in the ftrongcA terms, the re-edablifh- 
snent of order, for the purpofe of reftoring a Government, in which 
foreign powers may confide, and with which they may treat with 
focuri^ for the rc-eftabliflimcnt of the peace of Europe. 

It is for the efiablifhmcnt of fuch a Ciovernment that we arc now 
contending, and irot for any particular form of Government, or for 
the difmemberment of the country; and if the united efforts of fd 
large a part of Europe arc unable to accomplifh the defiru^iion of a 
fyftem fohollile to every principle of order, liberty, and public hap- 
pinefs, 'there is an end of all regular Government, and of every 
thing that is efifential to die exificnce of civil focicty. 

Lord ABINGDON faid, that being come to town to attend 
his'duty in Parliament, as one of the hereditary guardians of the 
confiitution of this countiy', and finding that the addrefs to His 
Majefiy was founded on ineafurcs, which alone, in his mind, could 
efil^our political falvationand cxificncc, (I mean, faid his Lord- 
fhip, by profeciiting with unremitting vigour and redoubled ardour 
the juft and holy war in which we arc engaged, juft and holy moft 
truly fo on our part,) he rofc to give tlic Addrefs his mod hearty and 
cordial fuf^it. 

Earl STANHOPE fofc ; he liad heard, he faid, fevcral noble 
LionJs plet^ themfelves to give their fupport to Minifters for the 
piolecution of the vrar: he would pledge himfclf to give it his firm 
and determined oppofition, as meddling with the internal govern¬ 
ment of France, with which wc have no right to interfere, and as 
beir^ unjuft, ruinous, and unncceflfary. He fhould therefore give 
the amendment his firm fupport; but as he thought the words in 
which it was put, might nut be fully and clearly underftood, hd^ 
tiiould make a motion to the fame effeiSt, but in more pofitive lan¬ 
guage ; and g^ve notice, that on Thurfday next he ihould move 
** An Addrefs to His Majeffy, to acknowledge the French Re¬ 
public.” 

Lord GRENVILLE rofe. Anxious to hear all that could ba 
faid in oppofitbn to the Addrefs, he had fo long remained filent; 
the mover of the amendment had complained that the war was un¬ 
defined; his propofitions for peace were equally undefined. The 
eyes of Europe are on us. It becomca us to ad with vigour and 
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wid^ii^rmneis; and the almod unanimous fentiment that had been 
evinced by their Lordihips to fupport our own honour and our ^lies, 
by a vigorous profeciition of the war, did credit to the national cha¬ 
racter, and would lift us (till higher in the eftimation of Europe ; 
it would be marked as a bright day in the page of liidory. Would 
it, indeed, in order to obtain an infecurc and dilhonourable peace, 
become us to violate all treaties, to break the mod iblcmn engage¬ 
ments, and, forfeiting a character of honour and inti'grity, adopt a 
conduct at once unprolitablc and difgraccfnl ? He thanked Ciod the 
Councils of the Nation were actuated by principles the reverfe j the 
high honour, integrity, and wifdom of their Lordihips, were pro¬ 
verbial ; and there never was a period which more called for their 
deliberate exertion. He was anxious, he faid, to meet the motion 

which his noble relation (Earl Stanhope) liad given notice, and 
tliankcd him for having fixed on fo early a day. He would not 
now trouble the Houfc ; he fhould have an opportunity of fully go¬ 
ing into tlic merits of the war, when his noble relation’s motion came 
before the Houfc. 

'rhe Marquis of LANSOOWN faid, he confidcred the prefent, 
as the opcnir.g (;f one of the moU momentous fefTions that had oc- 
eurrod in modern tiim-s; that, exhaurted as the Houfc was, it was 
. not necciTary for him, at that late hour, take up mucli of their 
Lorclfl'iips’ rime in argum<-nrs to juftify his givitrg his vote for the 
amendment, and againlt the ad<irefs ;is originally moved. lie 
meant not to avoid th.* appearance of oj»|x^<lng the war; tlxcir Lord- 
fliips well knew he had declared his opinion f»n that point diftinCllv, 
and atrigncd his reafoiis f)r it inoft cxplicith and unn fervcdly to that 
Houfc and to the people la ft fofl'ion, wheq the latter w'erc in the 
fulnefs of their delulion. He thought he faw pretty cviifent marks 
of a change in the public fentiment, rcfpci'^ing tlic war. Sure he 
was, that wlien men came to refleCt coolly, and to give their reaiim 
/air play, they w't»uld be convinced that the war was unneceffary in 
its commencement, and highly impolitic in its continuance. As 
for die fpecch delivered from the I'hrone, conttdciing it the fpccch 
of the Miniftry, he w’ould declare he (hould oppofc the greater part 
^ofit; little, very little of it, was there to which he could give tlic 
fmaUefl approbation The fpecch had difeovered a fccrct, vi/. dial 
I: was a war for nothing: nothing always coft moft: It was generally 
a purchafe paid fur ten times over. Hurried into this melancholy 
war. Heaven knows where it will terminate; for Minifters feemed 
determined to perfeverc till fomc firm Government was cflablifhed, 
or monarchy redored. Noble Ixirds, in the courfc of the .debate, 
alTerted, that this war was unprecedented; that it was totally dif- 
VoL. XXXVIIL £ 
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fcrent fn>m any other in the hiftory of this country. He could 
but one which it ftrongly refemhlcd, and which was nearly the de- 
ftruftion of England, the war with America. 'Fhough this war 
was carried on perhaps injudicioully, he was certain tliat was much 
worfe. He would decline at prefent going intj the hiftory of the 
campaign; he would for that fubjc<Sl chufe a time when their Lord- 
fliips were not exhaufted by long fitting, and wearied by difeuflion. 
The Minifters fay they arc ignorant how they fhould proceed; with 
whom they ihould treat. They tell you, my T.ortis, there is no 
power in France to treat with, if t!u.y were c!if[.oftd to treat at all. 
Before they make fuch aflertions, let the King’s Tvlinifiers afle Ge» 
nerd Wurmfer, if tliere is no cxiflii’g Goxernment in France? Let 
them afle the Duke of Brunfwick and the King of Priiflia! Let them 
afk my Lord Hood, and Sir Gilbert Elliot! Let them afic the Roy- 
alift army of Ln Vendee! Let them alk the unfortunate Lyonefe! 
Let them aik the 'Spaniards, retii.-iting before their arms! All thefe 
he was afraid muft confefs there \v.j> a Cim'erniwnr; and he greatly 
feared that it would not he long b*. f'He the Prince of Saxe Cobourg, 
and the Duke of York, mint allow triar there was a Government 
in France, ft did not require much of the. fpirit of divination to 
pronounce a year ago, wiiat would be the fatal, the unavoidable, 
confcquciiees of involving ilu country in a ^yar againft opinions; 
the avowed objecl of which was to ri'pcl unpro\ oked aggreflions, 
but the real one was to preferibo laws to an independent country. 
Whether the fpeech from the 'Throne would remove or confirm the 
delivium that had been produced in the public mind, he could not 
take upon him to fay; but it ccilainly contained intbrrn.u ion that 
muft be acceptable to all that preferred war to jx;ace, and had an iii- 
tereft in fi^pporting the romantic fchcnies of Adminii'iratlon. Thtc 
amendment of the noble Earl did nf»t exactly corn■.fl^orl<i with liis 
ideas, although he gave it a preference to the addref^. 'rhe 1-orrid 
outrages that iiad been {x'rpetrated in France, patrieularlv in the 
ifland of Noirmouticr, were owing to thcdclulive liopcs the Ro^al- 
ids entertained of afiiftance from tills country; they difeovered tiicir 
error when too late. 'Flic tngical event tliat took place, he chofe 
rather to allude to than to mention. 'Thefe outrages, lie was forty 
to fay, feemed to be terminated only by the cxtermiiiatiuii of one of 
the contending parties. 'The Marquis complained of the fort of 
contempt and perfonal odium endeavoured to be thrown on the lead¬ 
ing chanuSfers in the Convention, and faid it was fimilar to the idle 
conduift that had been held witli refpciff to the eongrefs in America, 
during the mifcliievous war with that countiy, Tfe faid, it was 
wrak and fooUih to tallt of Engliih morality and Eiiglifh regard for 
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rcll^ipn, in contradiflinftion to the condud); and manners of the ' 
French Republicans. The faft-day was approaching, and though 
he was not fund of party difcourfes from the pulpit, he ihould be 
glad to hear a good fermon on a text, which he had always confi- 
dercd as one of the bell parts of the feripture, viz. the parable of 
the Pharifee and the Publican. 

The Marquis of TOWNSHEND, in a fliort fncech, fupported 
die Addrefs, chiefly on the ground of the impoffibility of negociating 
with the ruling fadHon in Paris. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE exprefled his concern that the 
noble Secretary of State Ihould have merely indulged the Houfe in a 
pompous harangue, couched in the language of fuccefs and confi¬ 
dence, and tliat he was prevented from replying to any argument^ 
which it feems the noble l>ord did not chufe to advance, at Icafl at 
that period of debate—but neverthclefs there were certain points of 
confidcratiori wliieh he fliould led it his duty to touch upon, al¬ 
though at fo late an hour : he would ivjt venture to trcfpafs long 
upon the patience of their Lordlhips. He faid, he felt fomc- 
thing uneafy at rifing to fpeak to the qui ftion, but it did not arife 
from want of argument, or fiifficient giounds lo fupport the amend¬ 
ment of the noble Karl. It arofc from a melancholy rcflcdlion on 
the lamentable lituarion of affiurs ; it arofc from a painful recollec¬ 
tion of the ralh c«)ndudl (»f the Minillrv, in not offering an alliance 
and treaty with France \ it arofe from the rccollcdlion how the Mi- 
niffers of this country treated the in goei.iti«ms t-f thf; Republic, and 
the fliameful and indignant manner wiili '.vhic'n they di'miffed the 
Miniffer, fent by tlic Republic, to tiiicr in^o alliance with this 
country; he felt extremely,hurt at being obliged to tlcfcrt the noble 
Duke (Portland,) with whom he coimaicnced h.i: political career ^ 
and he lamcnt<?d the lofs the v.v)untry received, from the noble Duke’s 
attaching himfclf to Miniffry: that he would allow the noble Duke 
adted from principle and confcicncc : he houotl that the noble Duke 
would do him the candour to fay, that lie believed hI-> condudf was 
adluated by a ffmilar motive. U(; faid, that the noble Secretary df 
State had argued little on this important occ;ifjon ; that he made, it 
is true, a moft excellent eulogium on the condiidl of His Majefty’s 
Miniffers, and mcafurcs, but had quickly pafled over every thing 
relating to the war, every obje^iion he could make to the amend¬ 
ment. He called on the noble Lords to confldcr the fltuation of the 
country, and to rccolledl how materially different the meafures of 
Miniffers had been in the laff campaign to what they declared to 
be their objcdl in the next campaign. The war was engaged ir» to 
protedl the country of the allies from invafion, that dnry declared 
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to be the objcci \ but have they kept tliat in view ? Docs thi?'de¬ 
claration of Lord Hood and Sir Gilbert Elliot at Toulon ihew that 
to be the object ? Does the capture of the fortified towns in the 
Netherlands manifeft that to be the only motive ? No, it is evident 
they wi(h to eftablini the old Government, and that the revival of 
Monarch}’ in France is m>w what appears to have induced Minif- 
try to perfevere in hoftilities. But he did nf>t h.cfitate a moment to 
alTert, that if this was the particular objo< 51 : they hud in view, the 
campaign was condutded with inability by Miniftry, and that they 
letilip the only opportunity of cflccluating their with, nunicly, the 
time when the Duke-of York, and Saxe Cobourgh, were advanc¬ 
ing to the internal parr of France. Had they perfovered then, hud 
they marched forwanl to the capital, the Convention might tremble 
for their fafety, the Republic might flmddcr for their exillcncc ; but 
Ae critical monaent was deferred. Their minds were turnctl to 


diflerent objects ; they omitted the only period for fuccefs, and they 
gave the victorious arms of the Republic an opptjrtunity of deftroy- 
ing the only remaining friends of Rcjalty in Britanny and La Ven¬ 
dee. He dwelt much on the Bate of the Royalilts in that country, 
who now fufFcr ttie horrors of dcltructive war, and fluiddcr at the 
confidence they placed in the fup\x>rt of Fnglamt, nearly as much 
they did at the introducliv^a of the guillotine into that tlcvotcd pro¬ 
vince. He was forry that, at this time, the noble Duke fhouUl 
W’ithdraw from the people that fupport which he e\'er g-.ive to their 
Intcrefl; furcly it was impc-flible that he could fupjTolc the melodious 
voice of the Seconder of tlio addrefs (Lord Auckland'i could induce 
him to depart from that line of condued which always fo eminently 
dt^nguiflicd him. If he wilhed to favft the country from the pre- 
optce of min, he ought tf) oppofc the f lovernment, and give his 
fupport to the amendment. '^I’lie noble Duke alftTU d that this war 
Was different from any We were ever engaged in, that its objedd was 
Ac fupport of religion and happiivls, and tliat it was on our part 
fblely defenfive. As for his part he never dreaded the introdudfion 
of French principles in this country i hut as to the latter affertion, 
could Ac noble Duke be ferious wlicn lie laid, that the capture of 
Ac fortified towns in the Netherlands (hews it to be defenfive ? 
Does Ae attempt of fending tr(X»ps into the Weft demonftrate Aat 
thi» is our (fojecl ? Do the capture of Toulon, and the confequent 
declaratum, Acw this to be the motive ? No! Ae eftabliAment 
of Monarchy in France, is the objcdl which Miniftty wiAed to efi- 
fedhiate; but each day Aould convince Acm of their error, of Ac 
litde otpedbtion they can indulge in accompHAing fuch an event. 
jK^t, he ailaed, was Aefituationnow of Ae Republic^ compared 
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with w'hat il was when we embarked in this ruinous war ? The 
rcfourccs of Aurtria, of Pruflia, and of England were then greater, 
the enemies of France were more numerous; but now their inter¬ 
nal enemies arc dellroyed, we can hope for nothing from the quarter 
of the Royalifls ; the difalTciSlcd Lyons is raxed to the ground, th« 
inhabitants cxpolcd to mifery, and I'oulon recovered to the Repub¬ 
lic. In a won!, no internal enemies now remain to diltradl and 
weaken their exertions. The only argument made ufc of by the 
hliniftry of the country, was the difliculty and the danger of treat¬ 
ing with the Gi>Vi*rnmcnt in France. T his was the argument 
made ufc of when the mflmcfs of former Minifters had brought 
England to the verge of ruin, during the American w’ar. What, 
faid the Miniftcr, is the Britifli nation to brook to treat w'ith a Han- 
crK:k ? What, fay Minillry m)\v, lhall the nation treat with a Ro- 
bcifpicrrc ? They were formerly obliged to treat with thofc wliom 
they then defpifed; and they muft, ere long, enter into alliance 
with fomc of rhofe, againil: whom they now fo loudly inveighed ; 
but, iny Lords, though it is irrcvclant now, the confequcnccs of 
this war cannot be palfcd by ; conrequonccs lb lamentable, that you 
cannot but ftuuldcr when you l.car ib.at the alarm of fear, wliich 
was fpread by the Miniilr%, became t!ic objccl of crindnal perfecu- 
tion in this countrv. If it was nlkc»l, rlieh, with whom v.e were to 
treat! lie replied, alTurcd'y with the ruling power—but from 
fomc late tranfae'Hons, at v hieli In iruilcd his grief was a*: j)oignant 
as any nol)lc Lord's, it migi’.t be aelirmcd tlitrc. was none—but we 
fliould afk for better inf ainatkin :if the Duke of Brunfwick, for 
inftanec, whetlicr he knew of no (iovernment in France—Whe¬ 
ther General Wurmfer rnujlit not Itavc feme notion of a Govern¬ 
ment there-—tviy, the prudent I.ord ITixxl might be able to difeo- 
ver one, which had eompelled him to fly from the fhorcs of the 
Mediterranean; and his Lordlhip very much feared the Princes 
Cobourg and York might fhf)rtly have information upon thisfubjeift 
to give , and he befought Minillers to weigh the calamities of an 
overthrow to this remaining hope of the allies. There were fomc 
confequeners of the war not, indeed, immediately conncdlcd with 
the quedion, but of a nature fo lamentable, that he could not pafs 
them by on the prefent occafion. The alarm fpread by Minifters 
had been made the ground of a fyftein of perfecution. The Revo¬ 
lutionary Tribunal in France is looked on with horror and difgud; 
but what have been the conduit of the Courts of Juftice in this, and 
rite neighbouring countries ? Have you not heard of the mod ex¬ 
traordinary fcntenccs ? Were fuch cruelties ever remembered in 
tlie hidory of our country ? Ate diefe what can induce the people 
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to admire the Conflitution ? Are thefe what can animate them to 
its fupport ? What man could venerate or rcfpe£l that Conftitution 
which muft be protedied, by the friend becoming a fpy on the ac¬ 
tions of his neighbour, and the hours of domeftic conviviality bc- 
in|g fubjefted to a Hate inquifition. But, my Lords, this bufinefs 
is not confined to tliis kingdom; in that country to wluch I belong, 
the Courts of Jurticc have exceeded every thing that imagination 
can pidlurc; but the illegality of their proceedings will be an object 
of future ferutiny. I will not anticipate the painful hiftory \\hich 
will be laid before you ; but this is one of the confcquenccs of this 
ruinous war. The writings of Mr. Payne, which for two years 
were let pafs with impunity, were now attacked by the provitlcnt 
Miniftry, and the mod horrible perfecutions were entered into to 
fupport thcii impolitic ambition; but what is it, my Lords, that 
brought about in France that revolution we fo often lament ; it 
was the enormous feverity <d' punifhmcnts ; it was the dreadful op- 
prcffion of the jxxjr: does tJiC Minillcr of this country take then the 
true MMy to prevent the iuiroduciion cS I'lcnch prmeij>les? he em¬ 
barks in the war which weit^hs ilown the i>eop1e with taxation; arsd 
he introduces a fydem of fo verity which mud make thent detclt, 
not admire, the noble Conllilution of Great Britain. 1 agree with 
a noble Earl, “ that the c<cs of Europe arc fixed on us at this mo¬ 
ment;” w'c diould fnew'^ by tiic decilion of this night, by the fup¬ 
port we give the amendmenr, tliat in KngHflnnen there continues 
that true greatnefs of mind, which would \vi(h to put a dopto the 
inhuman deluge of blood, which difgtaccs the ^xiwers of Europe en¬ 
gaged in this unjud, unnatural, and imptilific war. 

Lord CARLLSLE defired lobchcatd, in order to notice wdiat 
had been faid by the lali noble T.ord. He w'as not afraid, he faid, 
that it would make much irnprcflion on the Houfe; but it might 
have fomc effetfl on the Public without doors, if not fet to rights: 
it was on that account that it deferved an anfwcr. His Majedy’s 
Miniders had been charged with having neglected their duty, in 
having refufed to negotiate with M. ChauvcHn for dxuring the con¬ 
tinuance of peace with France; but M. Chauvelin had no powers 
to treat for, or fecure peace. M. Chauvelin had come to this coun¬ 
try merely to dlfTeminatc fedition, not to negociatc peace: but all 
his attempts were vain; he found the people loyal, fatisded, and 
happy; and returned to France with the unw'elcome Rejxirt, tliat 
it was impoflible to prevail on Britidi fubjcdls to Icifcn their adbdlion 
i^T their ^vcrcign, and love for their Cunditution. The amend- 
to die addrefs, his Lorddiip faid, conveyed an unwarrantable 
f^^^ion His Majedy's Mimders. Its objedl was to recommend 
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a Ipccdy peace with France, as if they did not dclire it; and were 
they not anxious to conclude it tlic moment there was an opening 
for a permanent and fecure peace ? But could fuch a peace be n^o* 
ciated with men who fet religion and every moral obligation at open 
defiance ? who gloried in atheifm? 

Lord GRENVILLE acknowledged it was not furprifing the 
n )ble Earl w’ho fpoke lad covdd not reply to arguments which he had 
not adduced; but lie would, thus calk'd upon, enter pretty fully 
into tlic quedion, in anfwcr to certain Mpics. which had been fre¬ 
quently urged in the comfe of that night; and he for one would 
pledge himfclf to llicw' that in no cafe liad the laws been wreded for 
any vindidlive purpofc ; they had been exerted, but not drctched ; 
and the occafions had been fuch as fufticicntly provoked the ven¬ 
geance of an infultcd Conditution. 'I'hcrc would be a future op- 
jK>rtiinity, n<* doubt, for g;oing thoroughly into tlie bulinefs. But 
the principal point for his difeudion w'as tlie quedion that had been 
fo fVcqucntly rcpeatcii, “ Whom are wc tt> treat with?” He would 
give their Lordthips a fatisfaction more complete than any funnifes 
or arguments c-f his ; he would give tV.crn the opinion of M. Brilfot, 
a man confeJfedly at the head of a party, whofc pidicy brought the 
unhappy Monarch of !'ranee ro the fealftild, and whole crime is by 
/koberli )ierrc dated to he the plunging ijf t rance into a war w'itli 
this C(.Linlvy. 'I'lu Executive p>owor, then, actfording to M. Bril- 
for, is “ any f.inguinary inonder, who, in the revolutionary infur- 
rcdlit'.n of a mob, is the mod ferocious an l the mod unprincijdcd." 
If wc could have ae«'ciied to terms nropofecl bv AT. Brilfot, can wc 
fuppofe that M. Roberfj'ierre would not have found it c.ilV to convert 
into criminal accufatio’i ti^e making poaec with a tyrant, in diredt 
oppofiiion to the will of the C^onvcntionr But 1 will fell you, faid 
the noble Se-’iTt.uy, what was the opinion of M. Bvilfit as to our 
tiverfion to treaty ; hear his own wdixis: “ 'I'lic abfiird and impolitic 
decree of tlic 19th November, which very juftly excited iineafinefs 
in foreign Cal-Inets.” Here you liavc a judidcation, by the author 
of the war, of the feelings an<l the conduct of the allied powers. 
He adds, throwing the infamy of that a<ilupon the Anarchijisy the 
death of the Ring was an impolitic nieafure, which, with the maffa- 
cres of the 2d of September, alienatc<l from them all the neupal 
powers. I will tell jfiu alfo, continued his Lordfliip, that, if you 
were even inciinetl to dcfcend to negociate with the prefent men in 
power; M. Roberfpitrre would tell you that you could not do fo, 
unlefs certain p/reviuus dipulations were complied with : by a decree 
of the Convention, France cannot make peace writh any power who 
holds one foot of her.territory ; previoufly tliercfurc to negociation, 
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the allies muft give up the fortreiTes they have taken, and, once 
affiliated, Brabant, Savoy, and Nice mtid be put in poflfeflton of 
the Republicans: in the Wed Indies you mud abandon Nicola 
Mole, and in the Ead you mud evacuate Pondicherry, and every 
other conqued which tells you that their power there is annihilated 
for ever. His Lorddiip then touched upon the permanent nature 
of the revolutionary power, and again quoting the opinions of M. 
Briflbt, dicwed that it druck at every thing like authority and order, 
and that the finews of its |x>wer were confifcation and rapine. But, 
faid his Lordihip, the noble Earl feems to be completely unac¬ 
quainted with the prefent date of France. If he tlunks that the 
people are unanimous in any thing, I will tell him, that from the 
c(»nmencement of the revolution, a period of more violent didention 
never exided; nor were the minds of men ever more averfe to what 
pretends to be the Executive power of the coiintr)'. Notwithdand- 
ing the dreadful denunciations of the Merchants and every deferip- 
tion of perfons one degree better titan the Sans Culottes at Bour- 
deaux, at Marfeillcs, and at Lyons, fo little dcpcndancc can tliey 
place on the alfc«dions of the people, that at Lyons for inltancc, not 
one wretch could be found fuffieiently depraved fitr tltcir confidence, 
and Paris was obliged to fupplv the municipal officers of the South. 
In the Capital t\vo Comi?.iittccs arc firuggling for the alccudaucy ; 
and they are deceived, who imagine that the faelion, which lias 
difeomfited Briffot, may not fpeedily fall before a more bhKjdy rival. 
That the prefent fuccefsful men perceive the fame ncceffity for order 
as their predecedbrs, and lalviur to obtain it, is fo hulierouny proved, 
that to the adoniffiment and laugliter of all mankiiitl w e fin<l the 
merciful Roberfpierre become the advocate of the Chrifii in religion. 
Men formerly thought thcmfelvcs mighty in the caufc of freedom 
when they dedroyed the Badile ; at the time of its tlemolition only 
two State prifoners w'crc then incareeraie«l tor opinion. Lojik at the 
prifons of France, and at the prefcnt moment more than two hun¬ 
dred rlioufand p<.;rfons arc the victims of fiifpicion and the revolution¬ 
ary power. In Paris the jails, the abbeys, every den which they 
can convert to the fafeguard of the only men of w'orth in I''rancc, is 
full of thofc unhappy objeids of a diabolical vengeance,, and about 
5 <foo perfons now languidi in the dungeons of Paris. Nay a late 
And memorable event may fhew in a mod glaring light the total in- 
^fFerence to even the mifcrabic forms of judiec remaining. A 
great number of the unfortunate wives, &c. of thofe unhappy pri- 
foners came in a body to the bar of the Convention to bcfccch that 
their relatives might have the common judicc of trial afforded them, 
that if guilty they might be punidicd, but if innocent, redored to 
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yjheir homes ; then tliey were admonilhed after fomc fulfome allufioti 
tiT* the mothers of the Gracchi, to employ their time better Aan tQ 
think about the deftiny of fufpeded perfons. But however fomething 
was to be done, and a motion was made to commit their cafes to the 
inveftigation of the Comfnifke du Snlut Public: this w as negatived, 
for it was impofllblc for patriot citi/xns to fparc fufficient time for 
fo humiliating a talk ; it was therefore tlccrced tliat tw'o Members 
taken from tlieir Society (hould, juft when tlicy had nothing better 
to do, inquire whether any of tlicm w'crc worth faving, and report 
accordingly ; tlius, in defiance of every principle of law' and juftice, 
thefe peri'ccutcd beings arc delivered up to the ftvage judgment of 
the very men by whofc arbitrary autliority they arc compelled to pco-* 
pic their priforts. 

But the Convention had declared it dcatli to propofe to treat with 
any power, till that power had full acknowledged the fovcrcignty 
of the nation, and the jufticc ar.d propriety of the principles they 
had citabliflied. I'licv had the impudence to declare our rnoft juft 
and lawful Sovereign a tyrant! Could we admit to adl with fuch 
perfons ? He thought it irnpoffiblc. Beiidc';, tin; Convention would 
require, as a prcliminar)' to any treaty, that we flioiild give up what 
we had taken from them in the iiaft and Weit Indies; and the 
ICmjxTor inuft allow them again to fake jioflefTion of the Netherlands, 
,'fnd we rnuft fufi'er tlicm to plant their# tri-colourcd flag on the 
J^utch forts; for it vias a principle in their CorrfVitution, that they 
could never abandon (Itofc who had once been under tlic protection 
of the Rej ubiie ; anil Savoy and Nice mult in that eafe aUb remain 
annexed to France. His Lordftiip confidcred the prelcnt ftate of 
France as nit to favourable to the allies than at any former period 
ftnee tile beginning of the wiir: it was only terror that operated on 
the minds of the people : the Revolutionary Committees forced ihto 
the armies, or condemned to death, all fufpc^lcd perfons. Priefts, 
nobles, and all gentlemen, were objeO->s tS its vengeance ; but this 
could not continue—the jicople would at laft aw'ake from their de¬ 
lirium, and puniih the authors of the evils which they fufFered. 
We had no fecurity, his Lordftiip faid, for any peace that could 
be concluded with the prefeut rulers of France: they were not m^re 
fecure of continuing in power than their predeceftbrs; and we ir.uft 
fee fomc perfons vefted with an authority, likely to make a pence 
that might be refpeded and maintained, before any treaty could be 
formed with them. Fie concluded with exprefling tlic ftrmeft con¬ 
fidence in the ultimate fuccefs of the allies ; and, feeling the noble 
talk which the Houfe w'crc then met to perform, he deduced from 
the dccifion of that night, and tlic blefling of Providence upon tl^eic 
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oouncils, tlic rcftoration of order and government to France, and 
the prefervation of the laws, the religion, and the’ liberties -ut 
Europe. 

• I'he Earl of LAUDERDALE lofc to explain. His Wlliip 
declared, he was fo far a fiiend to the doClriiv-i of equality, that in 
tliat Hnufe hr; would ever inlift on liberty of fpccch. Ho had as 
much riftht to deliver 'nis fentirnents at one time of debate as at 
another, and no noble Jx>rd, whether a Miniftcr or not, was entitled 
to dictate to him as to the mcvlc in which he thought proper to dif- 
charge his parliamerit >rv duty. With regard to wliat the noble 
Lord hud faid, refpn.rjng the allulion he had made to the coiulin?\ 
of a criminal court in Scotland, he was a little i'urprifed, bceaufe if 
he were better Itnown for one part of Itis coivlucl in I’ailiament 
than another, he IruftCAl it wuo, for not blinlcing any queftion of 
importance, but inecviug it in the molt open aiul direel: way. He 
might hardly have been fuj-pofed nici^tion tl.e condiid of the 
criminal courts of jiifuce in Sci fland, if ))c had ni)V nie.snt to biing 
die fubjetSl forward in a r*.gniar Ih’.p.’, as foon as he was pjjfccViV' 
prepared to do fo- Such wms his intonn-in, when it was convenient 
to himfelf. His Lo/dll.'p addiii a few nK»rc words to pnne, that 
the noble Secretary, ir. cl.iring that the Republicans of France 
had palfed a decree uihjc. hn.: thole perlims fo the penalr-. <»f dcatli, 
W'ho made peace wiil'i :i:»v^pov.er that h..;d a ftX)t of the domiiiions (/ 
France, had hccn,gi!iltv of a mii'take, and confounded tlie I«ica oL 
tliat decree, by fubHituiii g the wsirus “ m d;e pcac',” for “ treat 
peace.” Ilis /yordfliip aili) icps Ucd, tl at hi. n.'h’e fil. n.is 
amendment only .osneraliy nicnticini.d if his M:ij.,{iy ir.igl'.t be ad- 
dreifed to propt;fc terms of pi ace, hating or limi'inri his 

Majcfly to propafe ?nv preeiie terms. ^ 

The LOK.l) CHANCELLOR !■ f: t!;,- woiLh -k, n-c. h.. f-ud, 
with any inleniton, at that late hour. i,i go inio a'dif'iiilioa of tiie 
fiibjeci a*’ larg -. After ihi- v< ry ahlf- Mreeicr in which tiiaf h.ul 
been treated bv iii.s la/nie ni-nd near hi ;• hLord vta'ltlandh hv ilic 

• j' ^ 

noble ^secretary of .St;^c, im-l i)y inimv otiiir n< hie L'>rJs, any ob- 
Icrvj.iions of his e.n ih< pt ip/:-.:y and ;m.'u 1 fenfe of ifis Alajjfty s 
I'pcech, or of the addrcK moved in ani wer to ii, w'oa;d be wli.jlly 
ii0ncccffary and fiijicrfluous. He trftuhled tlicir I.ordfhip.? merely 
Ip.-takc notice of a matter, which he d-tubted not tlicir Lnrdniips 
ttouldgo with him in confidcring of more weighty importance than 
.even any fartlier dif. iiflion of the fpeerh from rile thmne, great and 
important as that eonndirafiini ontleniably was. lie rofe for the 
purpofc of vindicating the char:u‘tcr of tlic Judges of the criminil 
court iii Scotland, wiio had not been iniulc the fuhjecf of a dirciH 
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accufatinn, which would admit of iiivcfii^>atIon, difculfiGn, and de¬ 
fence ; but in an imiireft, incidcnral, and feeondary way, had been 
attacked in tlic niceft and moll <lelioate jxiint, that any man bearing 
the ferioiis, foleinn, anil important character of a judge, could pof- 
fibly feel. 'I’hc noble Secretary of State had taken immediate and 
proper notice of fo unjuft a charge, and the noble Earl (who had 
thought'proper obliquely to allu»lo to him, although the noble Earl 
veil knew tlrat li.c was ready at all limes to meet any direct charge] 
had candefeended lo fay, that he intci'.ded tt> bring the matter for¬ 
ward in a regular ftiaj)c ; hut lie lud neiria r mviiiinned the time 
when he would do fo, nor the facls on vhieli he grounded his fug- 
geftion. 'The l.fml Chancellor defended and juftitied the conduct 
of the Judges cf tlie criminal e.iurt:; in Scfd.ind, and declared, drat 
their fentenoc in the cafe alluded to, Ind bi-en cleaily and ftrictly 
confon.int to law, and pr.-.’i;!iivi niiie t<> tli-‘occ.irjirn. lie had 
liimfelf Iven in tlie firuarion at a Judg:, and i'c e(*nld not but feel 
tor men of that deferipti* n, wl.e;! unf.tiily and itijuru.ufty attacked. 
With fcwial of (hem he h.sd ] .»■;.> livei! i i tlie liahlrs i.<f intimacy 
and liiend(hij), aiixl he knaw tl.' ni well to I-.- nan (.f great abilities, 
and of integvitr eijua! to i!k ir ahilifks ; iiic:i]'ah!o (»f tiLing bialTcd 
■' by fav’oins or frowns. And .’.a ti.e eh.aracd:.ri cif the venerable 
Jodies wlio couipt.fo'l the eriminij eoniic of iuhiec in Scotland oviglit 
to place them ali(j\e liifncu n, lie tiudcd tl; it<!'.<.ir Loniftiips would 
i'oigivc liiin f-T having detained da iftsufe at fo late an liour, by 
the fumniarv dileheige of an iiuiifpenn'hle je.ir (■'" Ids dury, in ftand- 
ing up in tiic defence of learned and ref| i:e!a 1 -le men, attacked in 
their ahlliice, when there was not a p<'.fl;i:iii y of d,.fending them- 
felves, • 

The Karkof {.AL'DERD.M.E faid, he vis e\"rcmely unfortu- 
nare in being ft> «'.ften ublige<l to t'.oulde tiieir Lordftiips, but it 
feeniej to be his fate that dav to he inifumUT'ihH.d. His LoriHhlp 
tlien aiiiircd the Ihnife, th.it liC would g;\e tl'.e n<thlc and learned 
J.ord an ample ('-ppewtunity of dchjiding hloifelf; aiul futvly mu 
t.olik: Lord had not t{> learn, llvaf he was tlie lail men living, who 
would fS.nlk from or blink any fulijecl, v.hieii lie had once thought 
it right to mention in that l loufe. Wiili regn\l to wi.at he had^ 
fiid of riic criminil court in Se. tl.md, h.e hid not wmt-.nly ftated 
h. Ke haci t?>kcn groat p.^in.^ already ti> m'e liiirfeU inaftcr of 
the cale, ami had pollelled hiuifell of as nviny documents as would 
take up a confidcmblc time in reading to tin Ihui e ; an<i as f«.x'>ii 
3s he was prepared, he fhould bring me fubj^el tor'vird in a flvipe 
capable of fall difeufli »n 1 bur not I eing a piolehloival man, at lead 
pot having pracliied, it could not be fuppofcJ that he could ot a 
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Hidden complete fuch an arrangement as their Lordflilps muft all fee 
was necclTary on fo ferious a fubjcil. He reminded the Houfc, that 
he was entitled to take it for granted, that he w'as not confidered as 
a man prone to make illiberal or wanton attacks on Judges, ftnee 
he defied any one of their Lordfliips to fhew that he had condu6ied 
himfelf witli greater delicacy, tlian he (Lord Lauderdale) had done 
in the cafe of the libel bill, when the n.iturc of the fubjcil rendered 
it fo natural to advert to fuch conlidcrat'ons. 

The LORD CHANCKl^LOR again left the wtxjlfark, to re¬ 
mind their Lordfhips, that the conduct of the judges of Scotland, 
after what had paffed, did not Hand at all impeached. Ti'heir judge¬ 
ments, it would be found, were corred attd unqueflionablc. 'I'lieir 
own admitted knowlcdj^ of law would prevent tliem from any im¬ 
putation of having; aeled ilKgaily, tlmsugh ignorance; and their 
chara« 5 !lcrs, their habits, their tempers, and the mode in which tliey 
were well known to have eoMdu-ited th-.-mfclves f>n all oeerdions, ex¬ 
empted them from the fufpieitaa of b.u-. ;)-.g been led ufule from their 
ufual prudence by any motives of tiie; montent, or of having forgotten 
to temper juftiec with 

The Houfc at lengtii divided on tl'ic tjijediou of amendment: 

Contents 12 ; Nc;i Ci-ntents 97 ;—Majority 85. 

The maiti qucltion of th^ adilrcf. v-.is agreed to. 

On the motion of ^^ord S'I'/aNHOPL, their Limlfliips were or¬ 
dered to be fummoned for 'i'hurfuay r.c.i.t, at half pall twelve. 


LIST of the PEERS who voted for the AMENDMENT to the 


ADDRESS. 


Puke of Norfolk Earl of r.fuidcrdalc 

Duke of Bedford Karl of Cholmomlcly 

Marquis ot Lanl'down Earl of Guildford 
Earl of Derby Earl of Albemarle 


Earl Stanhope 
Earl o.',' Ej;niotit 
T*ord St. John 
Lord Chedworth. 


Wtdnefdayy lid yamiary. 

Their Lordfhips went up to St. James’s, in order to prefent the 
sddrefs to hi? Majcfly, of which the following [s a copy: 

4 - 'iMoft Gracious Sovereign, 

your Majejiys tmji dutiful and loyal fuhjrfiSf the hords Spl^ 
and Temporali in Parliament af emhledy letwe to return your 

; Jlfajejly our humble (hanis for your Majefys tnyl gracious Speech from 
throne* 

us to ajfure your Majejly^ that fliall enter with the mojl 
aftifUian into the conjideration of the pr,fent circumjlamcs of our 
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Ciuntryy hmving that on the ijj'ue ff the contrji in wlich we are engaged 
depend the maWtienmee of our istf/iituthn, taws, and rellgimy and the 
fecurity of all civil fociety. 

IVe congudulate ymr Maje/iy on the advantages which have been 
obtained by the anns of the alii id Po-wers, and on the feeifourable change 
which has inhen place in the general fUaation oj JinropCy Jince the cam- 
mencenient of the war. IVc have Jeen with great fatisfaSiion the United 
Pr=j viiice\ proteCliJ frvn inrafony the Aujirinn Netherlands recovered 
and m.ii'it'un.'d, and plures of ronjidtrable importance acquired on the 
front iei s 'f Prance : 7ve cyafider thf re-capture cj A'lcntXy and the fuh-‘ 
fequent fnarjjn of the allied arrnict on the Rhiney as havingy no/with- 
Jlanding the late auenatuges f the rnnny in that quarter, proved highly 
lencftcivl t', the comman caufe; and we ate aijo jufily fenf.hk of the 
pozverful ejf'jris which have been nude by ysur AJitjeJly s allies in the 
jouth rf Lnr-.pt. 

Hi- rrfeti with particular fiti f.diisn cn the manner in xvhich the 
opr rati’. 1:7 of yair Ah'lsjrjl/s enemies lave hint impeded duning fo great 
a part of the campaign by the temp', vary p'jfijjion of the town and port 
if Poul.n; on the iinportirif and drefve hl'.w 7vhiehy in the evacuation 
of that placey hat hern gk'i/i la their 7nn\d p'nver, and on the dijlin- 
g'^iithid c.ndut'-fy fdiliticis andfpirit^ manifij^cd on that oceaft n by your 
Majijiysi'anmaiuhrSf f'lers, andJu\'cs, I'jh ly fea and land. 

leg hare to exprejs //v Jut: Piuliai which we alJo jeel in feeing 
that, during the eo/i/Jr f tJ.e pnjent year, thee Preach t-ave been driven 
from t! eir p:.fl 'rjji',ns atui jiJh-CJ y at Ni ivfundlural; that important and 
valuable acquifitions hove Iren v ads I'oth in tie Pajl and hUeJi Indiesi 
find theat while cvr raraid fupeu'.nty has been unaijputedy our commerce 
has been jo fully and ejfrctually proteried. 

H e can afj'urc ^'our Majelly, t'at we me firsngly impreJJ'ed both with 
the necejlity of vigorous and perfi'cring cxcrtiniSy and with th'e expeUa- 
tions cf ultimate j'ur-ej's frean the eotfidcration of th'c means by which the 
farth.'er ptogrefs ,f the nliies has hitherto been impededy and of the fyf- 
tem J'roni which our curn.irs have drrkvd th.-r means of temporary exer¬ 
tion ; fnih a fyftcn:, dij'fftng nelitratily f the Jives and property of a 
numerous people, and violating every rejlrahit of jnjlice, Ijumanity, and 
religion, hoas necelfarllx been pn-ductlve of internal difcontent and confu- 
Jion, and has tended rapidly to cxhaujl the natural and real Jlrength ef 
that country. 

hVhile tve join tvith yenr Alajejiy in regretting thoe nccfjpiry continu- 
ante of the war, wc are confident thoat your A JajeJiy s concern for thoe 
ejjential interejls of year people will induce ymr Majcjly to perftvere tn 
the purfuit of th.'ofe cljeSts, by which] ahone the (Aid bhejjings of peace can 
i hefecureU; and la take fuch meafures as may nifl cjfequally provide for 
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the permanent faffty of your Majejifs peoplct and far the independence 
' and fecurity of Europe. It is impfftble for us not to fee that the at- 
tainment of thefe ends is ftill objlructcd by the prevalence of a fyjlem in 
France, equally ittcompatlble with the happinefs of that country, and 
V)ith the tranquillity of all other nations; and, under this imprcJfioK, 
we fully concur in the juji and benevolent fentimetits manifejled in the 
Declaration tvhich your Majejiy has graciaujly been pleafed to communi- 
cate to us ; and we have feat with the utmoji faiisfaSlion fo large a 
part of Europe united in a caufe of fuch general concent. 

IFe acknowledge, with pride and gratitude, the gracious manner in 
which your Majcjly is pleafed to exprefs your Majejiy s fenfe of the tin- 
Jbaken loyalty and firm attachment to the ejlahliflsed Conjliiution and Go¬ 
vernment, which, mtwithjlanding the continued efforts emphyed to niif- 
lead and to feduce, hewe been fo generally prevalent among all ranks of 
your Majejiy s fuljcBs. The zeal and alacrity of the militia, and the 
diflinguijbed bravery difplayed on every occafton by year Majrfly's forces 
both by fea and land, have afforded eminent proofs of the fame Jpirit 
which pervades and animates every clafs of the nation \ and encouraged, 
as your Majejlfs forces have been, by ilc diflinguijbed example oj your 
Majejifs illujirious progeny, and by the fenfe of the blcfjings which it is 
the ohjcdl oj' all our cxerthns to prejerve, they have maintained the Injire 
of the Britifh najde, and have Jhewn themfelves ivorthy tf the canje in 
which they are employed. 

IFie entreat your iVInj.jiy to he pcrftuidcJ, that, in all our dclilcra- 
tiens, we jball hear in mind the true grounds and origin of the ipar. 
IFe remember with jnjl indignation the attack made on your Majejiy and 
your Majejiy s allies, grounded on principles which tend to drjlroy all pro¬ 
perly, to fuh-rrt the laws and religion of every civilized nation, and to 
'introduce univcrfailj that wild and dejltufdive fyjlem cj' rapine, anarcly, 
and impiety, the effcils of which, at they have already, been manifejled 
in France, furnijh a dreadful but ufeful lefjun to the prefent age and ti 
pojlerity. 

IVe will, on cur parts, perfevere with union and vigour in our e,x^ 
ertions, fenftble that by di/continuing or relaxing the prefent efforts vue 
could hardly procure even a jhort interval of delufive repofe, and could 
certain^ never obtain either fecurity or peace. Deeply imprejj'ed wi(h 
the neceffity of dej'ending all that is mofl dear to us, and relying with 
confidence on the valour and rcfources of our country, on the combined 
efforts offo large a pari of Europe, and, above all, on the incontrjiabk. 
jtffice of our caufe, we will afford to your Majcfiy all poffibU Juffort 
in the juff and neceffary fyfiem in which your Majejiy is embarked; and 
we truff that pdf elaffes of your Majejiy's fubjeSts will endetvvmr, by 
adtivafing.andjra£tifing the principles of humanity, and the duties 









^^religiotjf to nurit the eontinuance ef the divine favmr emd proteiHont 
iW/V-Ai have been fo eminent^ experienced by theje kingdoms, 

Thurfday, T.'^d yanuary. 


The Duke of NORFOLK moved, that thq order upon their 
Lordftiips’ Journals, to proceed farther in the trial of Warren Haft- 
ings, Efq. be read ; which being done, it appeared that the day ap¬ 
pointed for that purpofc was the fecond Tuefday in this feflion. 

His Grace then moved, that the order be difeharged, and that 
they fliould farther proceed in that trial on the 13th of February 
next. 

A lliort converfation took place, fupported by Lord Radnor and 
tlic Lord Chancellor, after which the motion was agreed to. 

His Majefty’s anfwer to die addrefs of their Ix)rdlhips was read, 
as follows: 


My Lords, ^ . 

/ return you my wannrft achanvlcdgcments for this very dietiful and 
hyal addrefs. *Tke fentittu nti you exprrfs refpcfiing the prejent htiport.- 
ant fituatlon of public affairs, and the zeal and union you have manifefied 
in Jupport of thofe meafio’cs, ‘which can ahne tend to 7r.uir,tain the dearrjl 
interejh of tny people, and to fecure (he tranquillity and independence of 
Huropc, cannot fail of producing the happieji effc/ds loth at home and 
abroad. Ton may he affured that nothing ffall be wanting cn my part 
fo employ with energy and vigour, in a caitje ffich dap concern, thofe 
refourccs, which I derive from the vcifdom and fitnnrfs oj my Parlia~ 
ment, and from the general attachment of my pecple f the Conjiitution 
and Government of their roun/ry, and to the inii''''Jls oj humanity, 
order, and religion, throughout all liuropc. 

Earl STANHOPE rofc,* purfuantto the notice he had given, fo 
call die attention of the Houf^* to the motion he intended to make. 
He fiiiJ he fhould explain, as well as he could, the nature of the 
fubjedl; and in doing fo, he kntwv no belter mode than that fol¬ 
lowing the track of the noble Lord who fcconded a motion for the 
Addrefs of that Houfc to His Majefty, in anfwer to the gracious 
Ipccch delivered from die Throne on the firft day of the prefent fef- 
llon of Parliament; which was that of looking our htuution fully in 
die face, as relatively conlidcrcd with regard to France. In the 
courfe of what he had to fubmit to the conlideration of the Houfe,- 
he Ihould call on Minifters for an explanation of their condu^ on 
many points, which he hoped, for their chanwSlcr and credit, they 
would be able to give, to the fatisfa^ion of the Public. He (liould 
alfo call upou diem to point out any of the promifes they had>niade;. 
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Ipr Ae ddiid^ people of Fiance, whom diey had *invited to join ^ 
diem a^inilthe ruling power of that country-, which they had per^ 
iRntncd, or which they had not pointedly broken. He ihould call 
iipcn them likewife to point out any one of tl^cir own prcdldilions« 
any one of their prophecies at the commencement of the prefent war, 
which had not been uniformly belied by the event. In the laft 
ic0ion of Parliament a meafure was <lcbated in both Houfes, under 
the title of a Traitorous Correjpondence bill ; tlic tone alfumed by 
Minifters, when they infifted on the neccflity <jf that meafure, and 
their aiieiSled opinions ii|)on that fubjert ; and above all, the cxjxic- 
tations whfcli they held out to the Public, wcie much more import¬ 
ant to diis country to be conlidcrc<i at this time, than the bill itfclf. 
In the courfe of dibates on that bill, particularly on forne of the 
claufes of it, Miniflcrs thou<;ht fit to hold out to the Public, That 
if France could not ^ct arms J',m tits cjuntry, J}>e could nAj ftr my 
confderable length cj tme, cuny on ii • -ii- .r. If it iltuuUl appear that 
any falfc cxpc<51ation had, on this, (jt any other part of That fub- 
je£l, been given to the people of tld-. eountr)'-, and the)- had been 
deluded into fomething like a confent t) go to war, that was highly 
criminal in Minillcrs, and it was nccelTaiy that the Public ihould 
be undeceived. So far was this fuppolition, that the French wtnild 
be unable to carry on the war, if deprived of arms from us, from 
being tnie, that the eventbslied it wholly ^ for the i^ench, it was 
notorious, liad aijps in abundance, and had confeficdly the very 
firft artillery in the world. They had nolefs than feven hundred 
thoufiind muilvcts j fomc of whicli had boon dthsuedout, and the 
remainder were ready upon the firft occafion for them. Before he 
knew the ground of holding out this expeclation, and the Minl- 
ller’s view by it, he thought there miglit be fomc probability of the 
truth of it; for it was generally underftood, that in all France there 
was not made above foity thoufand muiki-ts ayeax-, *and thefc would 
be wanted each yeai for ufe, and therefore they muft foon feel the 
want of them. But how turned out the event upon that {pecula¬ 
tion? Why, there was now in Paris alone one liundrtd thouf.md 
Hand of arms; and no Icfs thaxi three hundred tliuufand ftand of 
arms had been added to the' arms of France in the eoiirfe of one 

‘W The nipxt point upon which tltc Public had been deluded by the 
Minifters, in the conumencement of this war, was, upon the ^uan- 
tity of ammunition which the French had at that timcy and their ability 
/* increafe it. The Public were told, that unlcfs the French were 
fopplied by others, they foon would be without ammunition. The 
£i^herc again w-as notorioufly othcrwlfc} for at this tuyie they had 



ijgwder actually made fufRcient for all their armiesr fot {even yeart 
to come, and faltpctrc for feven jnore. They were making falt- 
petre at this moment with prodigious expedition, as well as other 
articles for carrying on the war ; in which they were extremely right. 
•By rcfledling on thefe fa£ls, Minillcrs would fee they had abomi¬ 
nably milled the Public, and brought the people to form very erro¬ 
neous notions of the jKJwer of the French, and of the piobable con¬ 
tinuance of the war. He did not {;«y thefe things upon vague con- 
jcclnrc, or loofc information ; Ik* had the beft authority for what he 
advanced with regard to the arms, the ammunition, the diffc- 
rci\t requitites for war, and the courage t»x> and dlfcipline of the 
tnK)its, and m.any events relative to the public caufc of France; he 
had accounts, which he (houldflatc prefently to their Lorddiips, and 
act. ounts wJiich came from refponliblc Officers of tlic French Re¬ 
public, and there was good rcafon to rely up<jn them. Miniders, 
in fomc countries, might, with impunity, miflead the people; but 
in France tlicie was v.rv little probability of that being the cafe, for 
an\' great Icngtli of tintc ^ for, in France, Miniders and Generals 
\rrote, fpukc, amJ av.^ed with the guillotine beliiiid them ; and he 
freely ownc'd, that the Minidcr v.ho endeavoured to miflead Parlia- 
incnr, deferved u» be in that fituatioii. 

'Fhe next thing, on whicli tlic Public were deluded, was, flaf 
ihc ari/iy if fvy//'£v riwj in want of chathing^mid that they mnj} pertjh 
in great numbers tinder the inclemency f' the winter. “ So far was that 
Irom being the cafe, or being true, in the lead degree, that he was 
alTurcd, front very gotnl authority, there was no army in all Eu¬ 
rope fo Avcll clviatlicd as the French tnxtps ; but fuppofing tlic French 
ttoops were badly cloathed, did their Lorddiips imagine that men, 
fighting under the ardour of IHicrty, would feel the want of cloath- 
ing as much as mercenary troops mud ? Did they fuppofc that men, 
with ardour and tnthufiafm, fighting for their freedom, would be 
affeiled at the w-ant of g;uidinefs and fiippcry of drefs ? 

The next thing infidcd 11^x111, as a proof of the weaknefs of the 
french, andt f their inability to cany on this war, was, their zvant 

t money. Tltis obfervation really furpvifcd him when he heard it. 

ad we not known what the cafe was with America intliis rcfpcdt ? 
ftcr what we had feen wdth refpedt to that particular in the Ame- 
lan caufe, lie really expelled tliar fuch an idea would not have 
en hinted at. We all knew that money was not the only means 
carrying on w ar ; for money there were many fubditutes to be 
and in preffing times ; and as the late Sir George Savile had faid. 
Things that were much edimated in time of peace, were not fo 
□eh wanted in time of war, aivl nothing, was of fo much value 
Voii XXXVIII. G 
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then, as die meafure of cfiitnation ; and whatever wc fubftituted ^ 
for money was of that nature, and would always anfwcr all the pur- 
pofes of fpccie.” But, in point of fait, there was no want of mo¬ 
ney in France; on the'eontrary, he would venture to afTcrt, with¬ 
out fear of contradiction, there was more lilvcr, more gold, and 
more bullion in France, than in the reft of Europe put together ; 
fomc of this wealth they acquired by two mcafurcs i the one was a 
forced loan, and the other-a voluntary one ; upon which the parties 
in France had quarrelled with one-another about who lliould avoid 
the loan. But fo far was that from being the cafe here, that a loan 
was a gofx! thing for the individual, and bad for tlic Public j and tli# 
only queftion with us was, who was to have it r 

The point next to be confidered, was that of the Ftrtu h ajji^nuts. 
This had been called laft year “ a gigantic fyftcm of fwindlinc, ” 
and it was faid wiadd be deftriivllve to the iutereft of tlic French ; 


for that in reality tlicfe aflignaf* wen: viorlli nuthiug, and that their 
imaginar)’ value was diininilhing daily. "J'liis idea had always ap¬ 
peared to him to be an crioneoi.s »inc. He had faid, hill year, 
** diat, in a fpcciilalivc p'jint ol view, French ajji^udts were wtnth 
more than r res." For flfts opinion he was then laughed 

at ; that did not change his opinion from that hour to this ; cji the 


contrar)', he was conHrmed In that opinion.; and tlieir Etmlftiips 
would fee the rcafon of 't; at this moment njjigtifils uerc ferly pr 
cent, higher than they were fix mtmths ago ; he fuiil forty ; they had 
rifen more ; but he wilhed to underftate every titing tliat had oc- 
caftoned him to form his opinion. In another ftx months, pro¬ 
bably they w'ould be as much higher. Why then was an afllgnat bet¬ 
ter property to fpcculatc in than a Bank note r Fur a vciy plain 
realbn —becaufc a Bank note for teq pounds to-day, will be only 
w’orth ten pounds fix months hence; wlicvcas an allignat, of the 
value of ten pounds this day, may Ixj worth thirty Mix months henoe. 
So much for the wifdom (ft* our Legiflaturc, in making a law to 
prevent the circulation of French afllgnats. Indeed, an a£l of Par¬ 
liament to prevent that, was abfurd ; and fo was tlic other part of 
the fame adl which pmhibited the falc of lands in France, which 


were tlie property of the nation: it liad no cIFcCl; at Icaft it had 
ijPf the intended cflcdl; for the falc of the Frcncli lands, for tlic 
life of the French Republic, had aClually taken place, notwith- 
fianding our proliibitory ftatute. The produce of that fale would, 
perhaps, aftonilh foine of their Lordftiips. The lands in queftion 
weioefti mated at the fum of one hundred and thirty-five millions fier- 
ling. They were fold regularly for fix times this eftimated value! 
This was not all; for the lands of France were fo much fought for 
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by purchafers, tUat it was more difficult to obtain it, than in any 
other country; ami it was fold there under circumftances that never 
difijnguifl'ied the falc of land in any other country ; for the land of 
the very camp of the Pruflian troops was fold while they were in it! 
He wifhed to know what their Lordfliips would now think of the 
value of the lands of France, and of the poflibility of the French 
turning it to a fourcc of revenue to carry on the war r Upon this, 
as well as upon various otluT topics, the people of this country had 
been moll ihamefully ilcluJcd, with rcfpecl to the ability of die 
French to carry on the w’ar. 

The next point on wliich a dclufivc expcdlation arofc the fub- 
jC<5l of the war, was, T'hit the Prujjiany the Auftriariy and the Eng- 
Hjhy were the lefl tvQ'jps in the worUl; that they were difeiplined to tfjt 
very perfeSthn 'f niUitary taHicsy and that the Freneh were a dffo^ 
derrd rahhb. We liavc had, however, fomc experience which did 
author! AC this contempt of the French for the want of difeipline ; 
and he knew, from the inrormation of an Auflrian General, the 
combined trwps were quite alarmed about the difeipline of the 
French troops, as well as about their undaunted courage. Thcfe 
avcrc fads, and Aliniflcrs knew' them to be fo ; nor \vas thicre any 
. thing wwiderful in this ; the hnrdfliips they Ivid endured, and the 
opinion tiicy cnttriaincd of the naturi* of the caufe in which they 
w’^irc engaged, had made them complete foldiors. Did their Lord- 
fliips wa!it to know the fa^ls on which thefe affertions were found* 
cd ? Lc; tlicm look at the latter part of this camj aign. What did 
tile Auni ian - f.iy of the French r—“ Wc fight them on the Mon* 
day, aufi defeat tliem ; wc flglu tlicm on the Tuefday, and defeat 
tiv.m ; wc fight them 01^ the Wcdnclday, and defeat them. On 
the I'lnirfday, they attack and rlcfeat us. After a defeat, it takes 
us a month to be fit again for the field—they return to the charge 
in twelve hours! ' Such w as tiie fiqx-riority of a military Republic 
over its enemies. 'I'hefo were points which their Lordfhips, per- 
liaps, might tlvnk unwortliy of attention, but to him they appeared 
of the higkeft imixirtancc to this ctnintry, and indeed to all parties 
concerned in the prefent war. lie might have ended his obferva- 
tions on tbit- part of the fubjc< 5 l, had not fo much been fald upon 
the mighty fuperioritj' of difeipline among the allied tnwps, and 
particularly the Englifh, over the French troops. He wifiicd to 
know', fmcc w'e were fo much given to boafting, what fuperiority 
of difeipline w'c ■difeovered at 'Jeaht ? Had w’c terrified the Freneh 
at that place, by our known and acknowledged fuperior bravciy and 
Ikill ? No, wc had net; on the contrary, the fuperiority of th# 
French was manife'l on that occafion; nor was it wonderful: what 
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but confuiion could have been expcdlcd, by any one accuflomcd to 
refiedl, from the motley group Rationed at that place to defend it ? 
and that too againft the ardour and impetiiofity of the French - 
What but the moft ridiculous difordcr could have been cxpcdlcd from 
a mixture of Kngliili, Fjcnch, Irifh, Italian, German, and Pied- 
montefc ? No t%vo of them umlcrflanding one another, and yet all 
called upon to undcrlland every order that was given to them all ; 
this 'muft have produced an entertaining variety, and muft rcfcmble, 
in fomc degree, the confulion at the 'Power of Babel ? Could any 
thing be more ridiculous ! 'J’he ctimmands were given by the Ge¬ 
neral in one language ; delivered to the troops in another, through 
the medium of an interpreter ; and fometimes, when tlic iiiecds of 
an enterprize depended upon the quicknefs of an attack, the inter¬ 
preter was not prefent, and the enterprize was delayed until fiiccefs 
was impoflible. All our plans at that place were faid to be well 
laid, and the whole was faid to be well executed, for fo the fpeceh 
from the Throne exprefled ; in lliort, there was noihing to he oli- 
ferved but wifdom of dellgn, and proinptncfs of execution, at 'Pou- 
lon, from the moment we entered, till ih.c moment we cvaeiuted 
tlie place! All this was inllded upon with gravity i and yet we 
came back, without perforn.ing what we had felenmly pri'u.illd to 
the French who received 'i'hcfe things might not appear to 
others as they did to him, but he thought it very weak in us to rely 
fo much in future on the fiipci iority of our difeipline, afier the French 
had taken fo much pains to convince us of the fallacy of f)ur opinion 
upon that fubjc<£l. 

The next thing upon which the people of this country were taught 
to rely on, for the fuccefs of this war, ijas, ike irant cf c:rn in 
France : the propofition was, that the French fnould he /},n-z'cd into 
^fuhmijjion. France, it was faid, was to be hermencifily fcalcd up, 
until fhe fubmitted j tl'.at wxis to fay, as liad been laid tluiing the 
American war, a fylfem of ftarvation was to be adopted. 'I'lurty 
millions of our fellow beings, the inafs of whom could not px^Hibly 
have offended us, were to be flarvcd, bccaufeiheir form of Govern¬ 
ment did not fuit the political palate of a German dcr[x»t! Such 
an idea was too horrid to rcflc«Sf on, if it could be carried into cf- 
feA;, but the folly of the idea was without a parallel, and the plan 
'wSUd ibon appear as abfurd in cifccf, as it was infernal in princi- 
i#i it had already united the French in many parts much mure 


lively than before; and the Jacobins, who certainly had the ruling 
pbwer in France, would be furnifhed with an aptdogy for a mcafurc. 


iijhrluch would compel all who were able to bear arms, to take thq 
j^ld; for, under pretence of fowing the corn for tlie army, it might 
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be difficult for the peafants to obtain bread, without bearing arms 
for the Republic. But we had taken Toulon, which was a maftcr- 
piecc of policy. Yes, we had, and had loft it; and there ended its 
hirtorv, except the cKpcncc which tnuft attcnil it, which muft be 
very great, and which muft be defrayed by the people of England. 

A noble Lord, who fccondcd the motion ft)r the addrefs which 
that Houle had voted to His Majefty, had obferved in the courfeof 
Jiis fpcceb, that in many things we were unable to imitate the 
French ; that iiv r:uU not rife in a mtfs as they did ; that was cer- 
t.ii)ily very true, a\tJ forwdiich hliniiicrs had a rcafon, wluch they 
pcihaj s would iv<t be very ready to afllgn; the truth w'as, they 
could not venture to arm the people of tins country ; or if tliey did, 
even then the French would have a great advantage over us in that 
rtfpecl i for it was not in hVance, as unfortunately it was in ICng- 
land, with regard tothe enlifiing foUUers. The foldiers widi them 
wore not cnliftcd, as foolilhly witli us ; tlicy were not for life, but 
(July ft’r a term of years, ri'lu; eor»reqijcnee of w'hieh w’as, that a 
man, after ferving a number of years, returned home to his depart- 
menr, and inllru dcd young men in military exercifes. Thisprac- 
fiee lia\iug contuuied lor a great length of time, the French were 
much better acquainted tlvu> us with tlic art of war; and indeed 

■ iliev would foou become an army of foUlicr#; they had already aiven 
a llight f| eeimen of wltat tlicy might do, by ortly lifuig in feme 
parts of the country in :i maj's. VViien that ihould become gene¬ 
ral, it wot,;,! be Uic lever of yin'.'intcussy vvliich, if ever put in 
force, would be indeed tcrriftc. 

There was another p(‘iut in v.h.ich we could not imitate the 
Frcncli in carrying on tliis vK\r; that W'as, .1 method tf rnifinv the 
JnppH-. s jor it ; and lie won: ! tell their Lcmllhips how iliipid it was 
to liippofe that war could not be carried on without money. Kn- 
thuliafm jjrniluccd prodigious cfiecls; it made them hear all the 
evils of war, not without a murmur only, but, in many c.ifcs, 
with pleafure .lU'o. It I'npprcflcd the feelings even of parental af- 
} fccdie.n. Of this, there \v:is a mcmovalilc inftance lately in France; 

J Their Lordfliios would rccollciff, there was feme time ago a re- 
> port, (which turned out afterwards to be a falfc one, but that was 
, of no importance to his prefent purpofc, fiitce the effetft was the 
; fame as if it had been true) there was a report, he faid, that in a 
department in 1 'ranee, fix hundred young men had manifefted a dif- 

■ poiirion to cffc«£l: a counter-revolution. What was the cft'ccl ? 
'’1 lie parents of thefc young men appeared at the bar of the National 
Convention, and demanded, as ui aift ofju'dice, that the heads of 
fuch traitors fliould be fevered fnjin their bodies, without diftinc- 
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don! Their Lordlhips had read much of the heroic virtue of the 
ancient Romans. We had all read of, and had been accuflomcd 
to applaud, the condud of Brutus ; great and glorious as it was, it 
was, in companion to this republican enthufiafm, almoft cold and 
lifelcfs: Brutus was an officer, and, in that charatlcr, had certain 
duties to difchargci but thefc were private individuals who demand¬ 
ed the death of their relatives for the public good! Such were the 
men whom tlitir enemies were to conquer by tlic efforts of mercenary 
troops! This was not all i for fuppofing all this ardour and enthu- 
liafm to be worth nothing in this war, aldiough, by the bye, he 
thought worth more than all other conlidcrations put together, but 
fuppofing it to be ufelefs, were the French without means of pro¬ 
curing property to carry on the war ? 'Fhofe who thought fo, 
would be fadly deceived. They had already taken the King's Civil 
Lift, and they had taken a g<x)d deal from the Clergy, aiul they 
may take a great deal more ; what they already have from indivi¬ 
duals will pay the expence of the next campaign ; and rcfourecs of 
this nature arc almoft infinite among them : extcnlive enough un- 
qucftionably to furvive all their enemies, if wealth can decide the 
difputc. They have taken bells, and caft them into cannon, vihich, 
by the bye, was making tiican more ufcful to the Republic, than to 
have them dangling to ftecplcs. Their filver faints too, tliey had 
preffed into the 'fervice, and had found their affiftancc beneficial. 
What was the treifurc of the Frcr\ch ? T'heir arms, their ftores, 
their'ammunition, their ftrength, tlicir power, tlieir numbers ; but 
above all, their zeal and enthufiafm ; fuch, in tlic aggregate, as 
muft render them invincible. 'I'licfc were things not to be imitat¬ 
ed by any other people in Kun>pe at the prefent moment. Had we 
any of this zeal, any of this enthufiafm, in tl'.c rnafs of the people ? 
He lived in tlic Welt; he heard frequently from the North and 
South of this ifland, aivl, from all he could collcc‘1, there was no 
fuch thing as even a defire among the people to keep up tlic war. 

■ Upon the laft campaign ; the general temper of the people he did 
not believe to be what a noble Duke hatl hinted in the debate on 
the addreis. [This alluded to the fpecch of the Duke of Norfolk, 
who faid, he thoiight that by a falfc alarm of infurrcclion, Minif- 
ters had giveit fomething like popularity to the commencement of 
the war,] But now he was confident the general dcfire of the 
people was for peace ; and that it Ihould be concluded as fpcedily 
as poftsble. 

There was a point almoft entirely ncgletftcd by thofc who fpokc 
upon the lUbjedt of the prefent war, and that point appeared to him 
to be of very great importance. Their Lordflups lliould rccollc«fl 





how long it was fincc the French revolution li^pened; thofe who 
were lads at that time were now become men; and thdfe who were 
little children were become boys; it was upon thefc that the French 
chiefly depended ; and their way of thinkin 4 upon political fubjc< 5 ls 
differed widely from thofe moderate men who lirft brought about 
the revolution. They, many of them, were friends to a limited 
monarchy; but now the mafs of the French was that of an enthu- 
fiaftic republic ; and even among the few who might yet be modc> 
rate, the greater part were for liberty. This was an imp()itant 
jyuiit to be confidcred ; much mufl: depend upon the opinion of the 
French people at large, in a war where we infifled on their talcing 
a certain form of Government for thcmfelvcs ; and the opinion of 
the people,at large might be pretty well difoovered by tlie debates of 
the Convention, which, with other foeictics added to it, certainly 
had the whole t)f the G{)vcrnmcnt of France, and had poffcfllon, 
properly fpcaking, of the wliolc coiintiy’, and unlcfs they fpokc the 
fenfe of the people their power would foon be at an end. Their 
I^ordfliips flioulu hear what was faid by one of the Members of tlic 
Jacobin club, aiui then they fliould judge what w'as thought of tlic 
qualilieation of a patriot in France at this time ; tlicy fhould hear 
the w'ords of an able man, Du Dois Crancc. ** Let us,” faid he, 
** expel from tlris iinp)rtant foeiety, every man that cannot prove 
an ail which, it tla re was a counter-revolution, Ihould entitle him 
to be hanged.” 'I'lils was w’cll cxprelftd by a man w'hofe object 
it was to prove he w as a tnic Republican. I'am, faid his Lord* 
lhij>, rcatly to be hanj^cd <tr guillotined for the caufc of liberty my- 
fdf; it is not w'liat 1 wiflt or call for, but I hope, that if it bccaniu 
neceffary I .thould flicw' that I would not flrrink from it. 

'Fhcrc was anopiiiion entertained fonic time ago, that Miniflers 
were entering into, or ratffer, tofpeak corredlly, advifing His Ma- 
jclly to enter iuto, alliance writh foreign powers, for the purpofc of 
firrming a Governmou for France. 'Fhis being put to Minifters, 
was denied, at firfl rather anibiguoiifly ; but when he put the quef., 
tion |H>firively to the noble Secretary of State, it tvas peremptorily 
denied. 

lie (hould now Rate die proclamation of Lord Flood, on Caking 
pofleflion of Tauhn. 

** Whereas the fe£lions of Toulon have, by their Commillioners to me» 
made a folcmn declaration in favour of monarchy, have proclaimed 
Louis 17th, Ton of the late Louis 16th, their lawful King, and have 
fworn to acknnwriedge him, and no longer fufl'er the defpotifra of the ty¬ 
rants which at this time govern France, but will do their ulmoft tocAab- 
liOl monarchy, fts accepted hjf their late Sovereign in 1789, aud reftors 
peace to their diilra<Stcd and calamitous country. 



A. 

^ .1 do hereby repeater hat I have already declaied to the people of the 
South of France, x)\9.t I take teffe^on of Toulon, and hold it in triiff only 
for Louis X'jth, until peace Jhafi Le re-efahliJhcd in Frauit, which I hope 
sad truft will be loon,” 

aSthAuguft, 1793. HOOD.” 

Such was the declaration of Lord Ilond. He declared he took 
tlic place for the pur[X)fc of cflablilhiog monarchy, as fettled in the 
year 1789. Now it is avowed that we carry on the war for fomc- 
thing'clfe. If Lortl HotJd had niillakcn his inftrutSlions, MinilTers 
^ 0 iould fay fo, and the blame would attach ujx)n his L<Mdfliip. Pof- 
fibly Minifters had an anfwcr to this fubjcct \ he fliould be very 
happy to have it explained away ; but at prefent, there was an ap- 
(xirent contratli«f^liun in their fentiments, with regard to the <;bjcet 
of the war. Laft feflion of Parliament, when this fubjcct was de¬ 
bated with us, wliat w'as the language licld out by AulTri.i anil Pnii- 
fia, with regard to a form of Ciovernment for France? Dcl'po- 
tifm! What were their viev^s when Dumouricr correrponded with, 
and advifed the Piiiice Do Saxe Cobourg—^'Fhis fame Dumouiier, 
who only loft tire favour of thefe generous allies bceaufo he was not 
fuccefsful in his treachery to tlie French, v.hofc battles he undcrtiA k 

t ^ 

to fight—-What w'cre the views, he alhid, of thefe allies at this 
time? To cftablifti dcfpotii’m iit Franec; and with thefe we had 
entered into alliance ;irt>ut we did not at lirlt avow tluir fyftom to its- 
extent, and the duplicity Wtvdi which we aded was ftiamcful. Lord 
Hood, at ToulsUy profefl'es to want the Conftitutiun eftablillied in 
France in the year 1789, and accepted by Louis the rfith; and at 
this very time, Minifters, vA JFh'itchaUy fay to the French, we 
will Iccurc to you a monarchy at all events. Let tliere be a King, 
let him be limited, or unlimited. Let the power be free from tlx 
pec^lc, or let it it be the.defpotic, abfoUitc will of the monarch ; 
thefe are confiderations of no importance to us, cithicr of thefe w ill 
do, fo that you liavc a King. We will g'vc you a monarchy at 
all events, which maybe modeled and fettled hereafter.” The de¬ 
claration of His Majcfty, cf the 29th of OiStobcr, ftated, amongft 
other things, “ That the circumftances in confcqucncc of wiiich 
His Majefty had found Iiimfclf engaged in a defenfive war againft 
France, w'erc then known to all Europe. The objcels wliieh His 
Majefty had propofed to himfclf from the commeneement of die 
war wereof equal notoriety. To repel an unprovoked u^igrcniun ; to 
contribute to the immediate,defence of his allies; to obtain fur them 
and for himfclf, a juft indemnification ; and to provide, as far as 
circumftances* would allow, for the-future fccurity of his ow7i fub- 
jeets, and of all die other nations of Europe; tlicfe were the points 
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for which HU Majefly had felt it incumbent on him to employ all 
the means which he derives from the refources of his dominions, 
from the «,cal anil affedliun of his people, and from the iinqueihon- 
able judicc of his caufe. The declaration then proceeded to Aa«e 
the calamities broiigiit upon France by the tyranny of its prefent 
rulers, and difchiincd, on tlic part of His Majeft)', any wi(h to in- 
terfl're in the particulir form of Government to be cfhiblifhcd in an 
independant country ; hut concludes, “ It is for thefe objedfs that 
he calls upon them to jrin the ftand ird of an hereditary monarchv, 
mt for thepurpofe of dcc'ulh^p^ in this moment of dfonie^f c'dvnhy^ and 
public danger, on all the of which this fjrn f Government 

is fafeeptihU ; but in order to unite thcnifelvcs once mure under the 
empire of law, of morality, and religion, and to fccurcat length to 
their own country, externil peace, doinelltc tran'quillity, a real and 
genuine liberty, a wife, moderate, and beneficent Government, 
and the unlnrcrrupted enjoyment of all the advant iges which can 
contribute to the happinef, and profperity of a great and jiowcrful 
nation.” How did this tally with the proclamation of Lord Hood 
at Toulon, who had cxprcfsly ftipulated for the Ct.nllitution of 
1789 ! How did either of them agree with ilse proclamation of 
General Wurmfer, which dated nothing but j'ofuivc and unlimited 
nibnarcliy. lliis, Anlbiaand PrulTia h.\{l continued to perfiftin, 
ever iince the Revolution, we had entered into alliance with thefe 
powers, and fccincd now to have fullv entered into the fpirit of their 
views i although at lird, we alUckd to diiclaim them. All this 
change came about within thcconrfcof lix menths. If he was as 


much inclined to fpcak favourably of Miniders as a penlioncr, he 
mull confefs thefe things , hc^had no plcafurc in Hating them'; nor 
did he conolufivcly fay they could not be explainc I to the fatisfaaioii 
of the Public j bat they certainly were very great apparent concra- 
di^ions. 

He mull now take notice of the pretefthn, which, on the part 
of this country, w'aspmmik-d tofucii of the French as would declare 
thcmfclves in favour ot Rviy i1;y, and againd the prefent ruling 
pow'er or tyrannical faedi m of Fnn\-. Protedi m! Waat pmtec- 
> tion could we give them: S ich prr cdlon as we Jtad already given. 

‘ What had happened? Lyons, Li Venice, and Toulon; all thde 
places had been enurely dcilroyci, and thou'mds hid lo 1 their lives 
in the courfe of the ccntcH in each place. To hud out pron ii s (,f 
this kind, when we knew it was out t)f our pm'cr to fulHI ihicm, 
appeared to him to be highly immoral; in ilmuch as it expulid 
thoufnnds of deluded creatures to fan'?.ae, delpair, and dcatli, be 
, Voi.. XXXVIII. H 
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highly impolitic alfo, as It mu(l| in time, annihilate all confidence 
in us, and in our promifes altogether. 

' He heard much, lie faid, of the monfirous Govcmpnent of 
France, and of the fanguinary decrees lately pafTed in the French 
Convention; but there was a difiindlion to be made in this part of 
the fubje($l, which had not been fo cafually overlooked, by force, 
as it was dcfigncdly omitted in all their fpeeches, and their writings. 
The diftindlion he meant was this, the difl^rence between the real 
Conjlltution of France^ and the provijional Government of France, 
The Confiitution of France was fixed, definite, clear, and perma¬ 
nent, and at the head of it was the imprcfcriptiblc Rights of Man, 
which were of fo excellent a nature, that he defied all the Philofo- 
phers on earth to improve it. He could not do better than to recall 
the attention of that Houfc to its contents. Here he read the de¬ 
claration of the Rights of Man prefixed to die Conftitution. [Vide 
the Confiitution itfeif.] The bafis of this declaration was liberty; 
and equality was a part of liberty. By equality was meant, not diat 
all men fiiould be equal in property, that was impofllblc, that was 
the mififeprefentation of inrerefted men, and believed only by the 
mofi fiupid. It was nothing more than this; that all men had an 
equal right, by talents and indufiry, to gain, and having gained, 
had a right to keep their propiTty; had an equal right to equal law's, 
and an impartial‘adminirtrarion of Juftiec. This was the equality 
which was fo much condemned; an equality which confiituted the 
eflcncc of Jufticc between man and man in a ftatc of Sc>ciety. On 
this was founded the whole of the declaration of rights. His Lord- 
ihip then gave a fhort hifiory of the forming of the Confiitution of 
France by the Ginndijl party, and the general difpofition manifefted 
by the people to revolt at it. Me then gave an account of the form¬ 
ation of the Confiitution, as it now fiands, and obferved that the 
whole people of France approved of it; that after tlic forming of it, 
by the Convention, they did, as they ought to do; they fent a copy 
of it to every parifh in France: there it was left for the people to 
form their opinion of it ; they did form their opinion of it, 
and entered into a formal, as well as heart-felt, acceptation 
it; and accordingly tranfmitted that acceptation to the Con- 
.Yention, The original then became the exprefiion of the 
geneial will; and it was recorded, and now remains, and is the 
Conftitution of France. We were alkcd, what fecurity could we 
: have, for a faithful obfervance of any treaty or agreement with the 
French, if we (hould at prefent enter into any ? Fie would anfwer, 
French Conftitution, which was a higher degree of fecurity 
ihan any other power in Europe could give \ becaufe the Conftitution 
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of Fiance was die a£l of aimed entirely the whole of the pdople of 
France. By that very Conftitution the French had renounced fo- 
lemnly, and for ever, all thought of interfering with any Govern¬ 
ment but their own: this was manifeded in die 118th and the 
119th articles of that very Conditution, and expreded a frienddup 
for every free people. The articles were as follow: 

The French people is the friend and the natural ally of every 
free people. 

“ It does not interfere in the Government of other nations. It 
docs not fuffer other nations to interfere in its own." 

This v^as not all; for they had declared, in the declaration of 
rights, which he had already read to their I^rddiips, that liberty 
is the power which belongs to man, of doing every thing that does 
not hurt the rights of another; its principle is nature; its rule Juf- 
ticc; its proteddon the law; and its moral limits arc defined by this 
maxim, “ Do not to another what you would not wifh done to your- 
fclf.” This was the balls of the Conftitution of France. It was 
more; for it was the balls of Chriftianity itfelf; for by the power 
of our holy religion it was exprefled, “ Do unto thy neighbour that 
which thou wouldft have thy neighbour tlo unto thee;" and yet the 
■ French people were called Atheifts! By the bye, a word or two upon 
thatfubjedl prcferitly: he muft now, however, proceed upon the 
diftinddon which he liad promifed to make Kt^^cen the fixed perma¬ 
nent G'Afenmcnt of France, and the prcvifionalGovcrnmsxit of F^rancc. 
The Conjiituiion was unalterable, and he had already defined if. 
With regard to the provifional Government, under which head were 
to be taken all fanguinary decrees which have lately palled in the 
Convention; the proviftoihal Government, he faid, was of a tempo¬ 
rary nature, aijd might, and, if neceflary, would, be repealed by the 
fame authority that pafled them, whenever that became necclfary, 
for the ends of ncgociation with other pow crs. This pruvilional 
Government, altogether, was eredlcd for the purpofe of repelling 
their invaders, and to drive their enemies out of their dominions. 
It was like the temporary law of a befieged town, made at the com¬ 
mencement of die fiege, and to end at the conclnlion of the liege. 
It was not to this proviiional Government that wc were to look, 
but to the French Conftitution; many parts of Mhich were founded 
on die principles of the Britifh Conftitution; and as to thefe decrees, 
of which we had heard lb much, as he had before obferved, they 
might be repealed at a breath: indeed the jxjint was fo plain, diat 
it was needlcfs to urge much upon it. He was reminded by it, 
however, of what was faid by that great man, the late Lord Chat¬ 
ham, when he took notice of the manner in which feme perfbns 
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had infii^ed on the authority of certain a«Sis of Parliament in this 
Country, with rcfpc£t to America, at the time of the American war. 
** Ir is not,” faid he, ** by infiftiog upon, or by repealing a few 
paltry feraps of |.>archmcnr, which are c.allcd acSls of Parliament, that 
you are to preferve your true intereft; it is by obferving a candid, 
juft, and honoural'lc condudV, that you are to convince the world 
^ of the purhy of ytiur intentions, and to ho|ie for an honourable and 
permanent tranquil ity.” So in this cafe, if we followed that advice, 
tliere could be bo liiihcultics upon thefe decrees, or upon any part of 
thi^ proviii.mal Govtrnmcnt. Indeed the Krcnch had manifefted 
a difpofiricn to be on fiendly terms with us, in preference*to almofi; 
any <?ther power! What liad they done with' rcfpecl to foreign na¬ 
tions? They had voted, that Crc. -l JhUoin w as a free Government, 
and they had fet up the flags of Grenl Bnlain and Amerieny ft^gether 
with that of Francey in the Hall of the Jacobins, and confidered 
them as fit to be uniud. 

. With regard to the charge of At'e:J/tt, fu laviflily heaped on the 
French periplc, he might diqefc of the whole of it, at once, by fay¬ 
ing, that wc hsrd nothing to do with the irligit'n of any other coun¬ 
try. But upon that thofe w ho charged the whole of the 

French pc«plc, or any gtcat^nuinher of them, wiihAtheifm, were 
wrong: the ^truth was, there w’cre fomc Athtilrs in France before 
the revoludr.n; but who and what w-crc they ? Pnmperedy mitred 
PrieJiSy and Arjl.crats ; none of what .arc called now the Sam Cu¬ 
lottes: no, nor any of the n iddlc cUfs, hy w hom the nation is now 
, fupported, and vvhofe opinion only can be vorih attending to, in a 
national praint of view, and by whom this^Conflitution was fortT:cd. 
^ Ar'ftocrctSy he faiJ, only, were Afheijh, In fapport of this, he 
• would give their Lordlhipsan inflanceof what hchirnlelf witncircd. 



when at Paris on his travels. A company of people of fafliion of 
both fexes met; prefent alfo a Miniflcr of a foreign Court, not the 
noble Earl near liirn (tl.c Earl of Mansfield -,) the entertainment 
confifled of a debate, in whicli there were, as generally is the cafe 
in moft debating aflcir.biics, two champions, from whom tlie corn- 
pat^ expert the greaten inffrudion or amuftment, and fome infe¬ 


rior orai^, now and tlicn to fupport fome trifling parts. The 
^ueflii^^s not, whether there was or w-as not a God ? But whe- 
^cr it^lcating the dodrinc that there was a God, was not too 
impoflure upon the credulity of mankind ? One of thefe 

f ions fupported the aflirmafive of diis propofition, andT the 
mly thought it a harnflefs and juftifiable impoflure. In the 
of this debate, none were more delighted than fomc dignified 
were prefidit. [Here there were fome murmurs in the 
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Houfe.] His Lordftiip faid, it was bad, very bad; > and inffcadof 
entertaining him, excited ius horror ; but he related it, to (hew to 
the Hou^c that the Atheijts in France were JriJiacratSt chara<fters now 
nearly exterminated there, and for the purpofc alfo of obferving, 
that it was in France, as in moft: other co’antrics, the middling and 
the lower elaflls had fomc reverence for religion, and that the 
charge of Atheifm i’gain:l tlic whede of the Freneli people, was like 
many other charges againll them in the mafs, wholly unfounded. 
It was true, indeed, that religion had been treated with fome levity 
among the French, and th'S was more occafioned by the Cleigy 
themfelvcs, than by any other clafs of mtn ; lht7 made a merq 
trade of religion, for tlic pur^wfe of* deluding the populace; and* 
they kept up, by fanaticilin, a fyftcm of deception for the moft in¬ 
famous purpofes ; they taught the po;ir and limplc creatures who 
bore arms for a ftandard of Roya'ty in France, to depend upon the 
religion for wbieh they foeght, and prcttmled, by the mtoft bare¬ 
faced tricks, to {jcrform what coulil not l<c dene by natural agency. 
This would be evident, by a lift of tlic tools of their trade, which 
had been taken in a camp belonging to fomc of thefe Royalifts— 

The Bilhop of DURHAM faitl, he could not lit ftill to hear s^ny 
•more of what the noble Earl propofed to duiivcr ujxm the fi:bje<ft of 
religion: it might, \ierhaps, he r.ell adapted for i+ic amufcincnt of 
the National Convention, or tlie Club of J:iCi>l ins. whom the 
n«>ble Earl had taken pains to cxttjl, but indeed it appeared to him 
to have no connciLtion with the motion w'ith which it was generally 
underftood the noble Earl was to conclude his fptxch. He could 
not help faying that their LoidOiips !ud heard, with admirable pa¬ 
tience, an extravagant farrago, f r a mucli longer tinx* than any 
perfon was entiilcJ to cxpeel:; but he truftetl that their Lordftiips 
would now fee the propriety of withholding any farther attention to a- 
fubjcil fo unfit for grave deliberation and the dignity of the Houfe. 

Earl STANHOriC faid, lie really meant nofliing di{Vefpc«?lful 
to religion ; he only meant to expofe fomc of the very* (hameful 
tricks of its profeftors. He was fatisfitd lie did not tianrgrel’s any 
known rule of order in that Houle. The reverend Prelate had ob- 
jcfftcd to what he had not heard, as being unconncelcd with a mo¬ 
tion which was not made, and had been plca{jpd to ftyle w’hat he 
had heard, moft elegantly, a farrago. Be that as it might, he 
would never intrude ujxjn the temper of tlx Hoiife ; and although 
he knew himfclf to be regular, yet even thowifliof the Houfe 
IhouUi command him to abandon the fubjccl, which had given fo 
much offence to the reverend Prelate. But, to proceed to his mo¬ 
tion, not even a combination of Biihops Ihuuld pievent liiin. He 
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thought it his duty to do fo; for, in his confciencc he bdieved that 
this %ar was entered into by mifconcq>tion, and had been hitherto 
carried on liy mifreprefentation. That the calamities already attend- 
ing it were dreadful and alarming ; that a continuance of it might 
be the ruin of this country. To do his duty, in endeavouring to 
prevent that fatal catafbxiphc, he fhould conclude witlr moving, 

** That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, humbly to re¬ 
present to His Majefty, that the rrench nation have exprefsiy recognized 
the facred principle, that no country pollelles the right to interfere with 
another independent nation. To foitc to His MajeHy, that in the 1 i8ch 
'and 119th Ariicks of the Conftitution of France, they have declared, 
that the French are the friends and the natural allies of cver^ free people, 
and that it does not interfere with the Government of other nations.-— 
tiumbly, therefore, to beleech His Majcfly, in his equity and jullice, 
to acknowledge the French Republic, and thereby lay the foundation of 
a Ipeedy reconciliation and permanent peace.** 

Let us do this, faid liis Lorddiip. Let us be juft—let us be 
boneft. Let us do our duty to one another ; let us confide in Pro¬ 
vidence, (for I am not without religion); let us, 1 fay, endeavour 
to do juftice, and leave the reft to God! 

Lord ABINGDON faid, that if the noble Lord’s motion had 
been, that the prefent Republican anarchy of France was the beft 
and fitteft Government for tlic blood-thirfty robbers and impious 
murderers of that country, and tliat wc, acknowledging this, fhould * 
bind ourfcives to keep them in that ftatc as the one beft adapted for 
fuch a race of monfters, and not futfer them to have a monarchical 
or any better form of Government whatever, he would, w’ith heart¬ 
felt plcafure and fatisfaflion, feennd the noble l^rord’s motion; but 
the motion being what it is, in his opinion, die beft argument againft 
it was a good loud horfe-laugh! * 

Lord DARNLEV oppofed Earl Stanhope’s motion as being ex¬ 
tremely dangerous in its tendency at die prefent moment, and dif- 
fented fo far from the fentiments of the noble Lord’s motion upo» 
v;?this fubjecl;, that he thought that the Minifter who ftiould propofc 
either to treat for, or accept peace, with the French Government, 
would deferve to lofc his head. 

The Earl of WARWICK p-aid Earl Stanliope many handfome 
c;omplimcnts for private virtues which he knew him to poffefs, but 
differed from him eftcntially in political fentiments, and particularly 
this occafton. *He allowed him purity of intentions, he dif- 
clainned all inftnuatiohs to the contrary, but he muft confefs his mo¬ 
tion was, in his opinion, highly improper under die circumftances of 
die prefent war. 

The motion was then put and negatived j and the Houfe ad- 
bioumed to Tuefday next. 



A. t 794 . 





Tuefday, 28/A yamary,' 

Earl STANHOPE obferved, that nhcncvcr^any matter which 
rcfpcftcti the jodicaturc of Great Britain was the fubjeft of public 
obfervatiun, and it was thouglit the laws had not been juftly admi- 
niilered, he deemed it his duty, as a Member of the Lc^ature> 
to bring that fubjcdl under the conilderatiun of their Lord^ips. 
He fliould, therefore, without any farther preface, move, “ T^t 
all the Lords be fummoned for Friday next.” 

The LORD CHANCELLOR conceived it would be proper 
for the noble Earl to declare what was the fubjc(?l of his motion,' 
as without that intimation their Lordlhips would be paifticularly 
ordered to atTcmblc for an indefinite purpofe. 

Ix)rd STANHOPE replied, that he was not obliged to name 
the particu ar circumilance; but in order to comply with the learned 
Lord’s idea, lie fliould ftatc, that what he had to fubmit to the 
Houfe was, a motion on the fubjciSl of the fcntcnce of tranfporta- 
tion of MeflTrs. Muir and Palmer, whofe cafe he meant to bring 
legally before their Lordlhips; and if the learned Lord did not 
tliink this explanation fufHcIcnt, he (liould now enter into the 
merits of his intended motion. 

Lord LAUDERDAI.K tmflcd that his noble friend would not 
purfue this motion, as it might tend to injure the pn^refs of the 
very objc6l he fought, which was taken 3 p w-ith great folemnity in 
another Houfe, and was proceeding in a manner from which he 
faw the faireft profpccl of fuccefs, as there were incontrovertible 
arguments to fupport its juftice. He begged him, at Icall, to poft- 
pone it, until the fate of what was now depending in another 
Houfe w'as determined. 

Lord S'FANIIOPFJ infifted that his motion would not interfere 
with what was going forward clfcwhcrc. It went merely to ftop the 
tranfpoitation of thofe two gentlemen betbre their cafe was argued 
before the Houfe. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR then put the queftion, that the 
Lords be fummoned for Friday, which was carried, and tiicir Lord- 
ihips adjourned to next day. 

Wednejdayy l^th yanuaiy. 

Lord GRENVILLE brought a meffage from his Majcfty, ac¬ 
quainting the Houfe, that his Mnjefiy had been pleafed to order the 
landing of (bme Hcfiian troops. [P'or a copy of the melfagc fee the 
Proceedings of tlic Houfe of Commons of the fame date.] His 
ILordlhip moved an addrefs to his Majefly, moil humbly to thank 
his Majefiy for his gracious communication. 
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Lord LAUDERDALE cxprefled hw furprife at this proceeding, 
which he regarded as extremely uncon'^itutioml.' He requefted 
that the noble ScActary of State would inform the Hjufe of the 
number of the troops that had been landed, and of the nature of 
their future deftimtion. His Lordfliip did not defire to know the 
fiartlcular fcrvice for which they were defigned, but only if they 
were to defend the ifland, or were landed merely for the purpofe of 
beipg employed at a pr>per time on foinc other fcrviec. This was 
an information which he thougiit extremely nceclfiry and important 
to that Houfe. 

Lord GRENVILLE replied, that he could nr»t give any other 
information, eitlicr as to the number or future defiination of the 
Hefiian troops, than what was contained in his Mujefty’s mf>ft 
gracious mefiage. 

Lord LAUDERDALE faid, that he themght the noble Secretary 
was bound to give the Houfe the information he required. The 
nation had ever been jealous of its liberty, and of the landing of 
foreign troops. In a period of much greater importance, in i 74.6, 
the Parliament had defirc l to know' the number of Hcfiiin troops 
landed in England, wlien t!icy did not exceed Oooo j and, except 
for this precaution, he faid, any number might be landed without 
the knowledge or confeat of f’arJiamont. His Lordfirip f.iid, he 
had no apprehenfions of bj,’ing deemed difordcrly when he eonfidcred • 
the mclfage as that of the Minifter and treated it accordingly, and 
therefore fhould demand every fatisfaeliun on the fubject which 
the Houfe had a right to expedt. 

The motion for the addrefs was then read, and •'arried. 

Earl S 7 'ANI lOPE rofc, and obferved, that he di<l not fiippofc 
he would be contradidfed by any noble. Lord in the Houfe, when 
he afferted that an examination into the practice of the courts of 
jufiiee of this kingdom, and whatever appertained to them, and the 
condudl of the Judges, were inifwrtant trufis, and fueh as involved 
their Lordflilps in a correfpondent and clfenti il duty u> examine into 
cither with care and delibeiation, when any thing occurred which 
had the femblancc of injufticc or oppreffion. The quefiion which 
he would have tlie honour to fubmit to their I^)rdflups, was one, 
to which, frq^ its Singularity and oppreffion, he could not fuppofe 
^ut they were firangers. If it wore aiked, if he had a precedent 
pv what he was going to move, he would reply that, in his mind, 
Iprecedents were unnccefTary, where opprefilon was great, or mifcoiv 
manifefi. For it was the unalienable right of the people, 
.flot to hold precedents nccelfary, where Magna Cfjarta was abufed, 
or the laws firetclied to. a degree unjufiifiable. tlierefoic, foine 
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noUe Lords required precedents tt> bear him out ui hU tuguments, 
he vould evor meet them on diis ground, and fiate three, \vhich 
were ftridlly in point, and were fuch as would be received by their 
LonUhips, with that degree of fentiment ^t was certainly due to 
their importance. In the reign of William and Mary, there were 
four adls pafled to reverfe four difierent attainders. Three of 
thefe, particularly, mud occur to the mind of every noUe JLord 
prefent. They were thofc which referred to Alderman Comifh, 
Algemoon Sydney, and Lord RufTel, who were charged with fedi- 
tion and treafon. In the year 1689, a bill was brought in to rc- 
verfe the fcntcnce of the court agalnft Alderman Comifh, w'hich 
was read od the 2d day of June, a firft time; and was read a fecond 
time the fame day, and committed. [Here the noble Earl called 
upon the Clerk of the Houfc to read extracts from the Journals 
in corroboration of his aflbrtionsj. From the precedents read from 
the Journals, Earl Stanhope proceeded to obferve, tliat die bill for 
revifing the attainder againd Alderman Cornifli, paiTed the Com¬ 
mons in the cotirfe of four days, and was fent up to the Lords for 
their concurrence. The attainder againd Algcrnoon Sydney and 
William Ruffcl, commonly called Lord Ruifcl, were alfo made 
void by a fimilar procefs, in confequence of die recommendation of 
, his Majcfty to the Houfc, to take die faiie into its coniideration. 
'I'hefe were the grounds on which he would bring forward his mo¬ 
tion, with refpeef to Mr. Muir, the proceedings againft vrhom, he 
pronounced to be of the moft extraordinar)', and, in his mind, the 
mod unjudifiablc, nature, that ever came before a court of judice. 
In this unexampled trial, their Lordfliips mud be furprifed to 
hear, that the Lord Advocqjtc was fuffered to bring forward every 
circumdancc which he thought ncceffary to criminate die pannel, 
or, agreeably to\hc phrafeoh^y of die Englifli courts, the defend¬ 
ant ; and, diough the mod prominent charges brought againd die 
pannel on his trial, were not contained in the indiclment, dill the 
pannel, which, according to law and judice, ought to have availed 
himfclf of the civeumft.ince, was not admitted to do fo, becaufc 
die Lortl Advocate declared, diat if tlic charges were there inferted, 
the indi£lmcnr would cover the walls of the . court. What, he 
alked, would their Lorddiips lay to the Managers of the Impcacli- 
ment, if they had onrutted feyeral of their mod important charges 
againd Mr. Hadings, and afterwards attempted to prove him 
guilty of fuch ? Surely their Lordfliips would not fuflfer them to 
profit by their ow'n negligence, bccaufe, forfooth, they might have 
apoiogifed for their remiflfnefs, by faying, that the introdudHon of 
fuch charges in the articles of Impeachment w'ould occ^ion 
VoL. XXXVIII. f 
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th«n to extend to fuch a length, that- they would cover the walls of 
the High Court of Parliament. Nothing, in his mind, could be 
more abfurd, or derogatory to the principles of law, or of common 
fenfe. But the pfinciplc, when attempted to be cftablithcd on the 
Impeachment, was four fcvcral times repelled by their Lordfhipa 
in the cafe of Warren Haftings, in the indanccs that he would 
mention. Mr. Hidings was chargtil by <}nc of t)in Managers with 
having a6led crimiaaliy in having received fix lacks of rupees from 
Kdlcram. I'he produclion of this evidence was objcdlcd to by 
Mr. Law, the Counfcl for the ptifener, bccaufc the fad was not 
chaiged ii? the Impeachment; whereupon their Lordftiips adjourned 
to their Chamber of Parliament, and after debate rcfolvcJ, that 
ftich evidence was inadmififiblc for the rcafon .afiigned. On the 
99th of April, 1790, the-Managers interrogated a witnefs, whe¬ 
ther or not more oppreflion did not exill under the new inflitu'tions 
effablifbed by Mr. Hidings, than under the old forms that prevailed 
before his arrival in India i 'I'he quediun was alfo objeded to by 
the Counfcl for Mr. Hidings, bccaufc the charge was not contained 
in the Impeachment, tliough he arhnittcH that the word “ onpref- 
flon” was inferred in the articles. Mr. Plomcr contended, that the 
Managers could not come forward with any charge founded on ge¬ 
neral words, without fuch charge was ftated in full and prccifc terms 
in the Impeachmont. Mr. Burke replied, by declaring, “ that he 
did not contend that any fuch proceeding (hould be tolerated,” but 
ftill he infided, ** that the Managers for the Houfc of Commons 
were not bound by the rules or forms of precedent in ordinary cafes, 
and tliat fuch privilege was their Magna Charta, and tliereforc tlicy 
were juftified in fuch proceedingsbnt when their Lordfiiips met 
in their Chamber of Parliament, they wifely anvl properly adhered 
to the ftrieV principle of the law of evidence, and rcfolvcd, that the 
Managers were not competent to call witneffes to any f:u 5 t not fpe- 
cifically charged in the articles of Impeachment. His Lordfiiip 
next called the attention of the Houfe to its farther proceedings on 
the Impeachment, when the Managers attempted to implicate Mr. 
Haftings in the enormities of Deby Sing. Another • effort to pro¬ 
duce queftionable evidence agjiinft Mr. Hadings u as made in May 
fl79o, oh a circumdancc not charged in the Impeachment; all of 
^’hich would appear to have been rcfidcd by their Lordihips in their 
Journals, on the fame grounds that they liad objected, in the firft 
indnncej to hear witneffes againd the prifoner. His Loidfhip read 
a rtatement of what paffed in Wedminder Hall, in each of the in- 
^ances he had referred to, from his own notes taken during the 
dial, and mentioned tire particular pages of tlic printed evidence^ 
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where they would be found, .t<^thcr with the refolutionr of the 
Houfc, on each occaCon, delivered in Weftminftcr Hall by the 
Lord Chancellor, by their Lordfhips’ directions. Now, if this 
could not be fullered in the cafe of Mr. Haltings^ who was to have 
months, and even years, to prepare his defence, how much more 
forcibly did it apply to Mr. Muir, who was to anfwer on the mo¬ 
ment. It was inconliftent too with the praCticc of Scotland ; for 
an indictment was made out, the faCts alledgcd were fet forth, and 
a copy of this was given to the defendant. Why ? That he might 
know the crime with wliich he was chaigcd in time to prepare his 
defence. But what would their Lordlhips fay when they heard that 
fadts wcrc'brought forward in evidence not charged in the indidt-^ 
ment, bccaufc,’’ ft^rfucth, faid the Lord Advocate, ** if he had 
enumerated all the adts of the defendant in the indictment, it would 
have covered the walls of ilte court."—This was not all; Mr. Muir 
was obliged, by the practice (;f the court, to give in a lift of the 
vvitnefles the day before the trial. Then, after feeing all that he 
meant to prove in liis juliincation, the profccutor was fuffered to 
bring forth new fadts againft him, which no notice had been 
given him, under the pretext of their being collateral to the main 
point, and for wliich he could not, even if he had had a hundred 
witnelies in the court that could refute them, have adduced any 
of them, becaufc their names bad not bfen given in the day before. 
By this means the gentleman was cvAnipf'cd ;* he begged that his 
tTOrds miglit l e aiici'dtd to. Ti.c gcn'-lcman w.as entrapped in a 
manner molt outrageous to I’l ideas <.f common iuilice. There 
were otlier cireuinftnnees in this trial eq.i diy at variative w'ith all 
the principles wliich w'e revere-teed.; and the fame favfts ccourrcd in 
the’trial of the Revercnd*^y^r. Pahn?”, a man of moft d.ifintercftcd 
integrity, andnvhofc condu.^ vras fo cxem'plary, th/U he could not 
avoid fpccifying an infttinee. Tic w:us kn v n to, and patronifed 
by, the late Duke of Ruthind, who piopcfoii to give him a valuable 
living; but from motives of oen!citiKc he retufed it. Anothgr» 
and a moft aftc<£ling proof of his integrity, and (.f his amiable man¬ 
ners, was, tliat a young gcntl. man wlvm he had educated, of the 
name of Ellis, was fo attached by gnititudc and cftceni to his lio- 
noured mafter, that he had dcteriiuned to abandon all his hopes, 
all his connciftions in life, and to accompany Mr. Palmer in hi* 
exile to Botany Bay. This endearing inftance of generous attach^ 
ment he mentioned to prove, that this dreadful fentence, after a 
trial fo extraordinary, had been paftTcd on a moft venerable and 
admired chara£ler. In his inftance, there had been a mifnomer' 
in the name. The objciStion was over-ruled ; thqr tried him by 
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£dfe name> but n/hen diey came to pafs fentence, th^ took 
care then to call him by his real name; thus the pezibn who is 
punidied is not the perfon who was tri(.d. Challenges too were 
made of ,fcvcral of the jurors, upon grounds that ought to have 
been irrefiflible; nay, one of the Jurors felt the force of the objec¬ 
tion fo dtpngly, that he requeded permiffion to withdraw—this 
was over-ruled. If all this was the law of Scotland, which cer¬ 
tainly he would not take upon himfclf to deny, he would only ob- 
ferve that Scotland had no more liberty, than it had under the race 
of the Stuarts. Ail that he contended for was, that they (hould 
enquire into the trials: he meant to propofe no cenfure in the fird 
place, he dedred only that the fentcnccs paded againd thefe perfons 
diould not be put in execution until their Lordihips fhould have 
time to enquire, for nothing was more clear than that they ought to 
prevent the evil eonfcquenccs of thefe hardi and indifcrcct proceed¬ 
ings , not to differ them fird to take place, and then find tliat they 
were wrong. He had fome fimilar motions in his hand, for the 
four cafes tliat Ind already oceurred in Scotland, of Mr. Muir, 
Mr. Palmer, Mr. Skirving, and Mr. M.in! irott. lie concluded by 
moving tlic fird: ** That an humble addicts be prefented to His 
Majedy, reprefenting, that thtir Lorddiips h.ivc been informed of 
the trial and conviv'lion of "niomaa Muii, Llq. bcfoic the Court 
of Judiciary in Scotland, and entreating that His Mijefi> nnv be 
gracioudy pleafed to*countermiml the lentmci of tr nifjioit'iiion : 
and allb toreprefent that tlie Houfe Intends topnweed and tximine 
into the circuindanccs; and to beficilv I lib Majcd\ tint the fnd 
Thomas Muir be not ttanfported, until the Houle has h id lufiicient 
time to make fuih examiiution." 

The Earl of MANSh lELD w is never rnoit adunilhed, ailfr he 
had long fat in Parli unent, than he was it what kll dom the noble 
Earl. It was a hcteri^cncous mixtuie of lu knew not what, 
founded on flights of fan^y that loarcd beyond the comprehtnfion of 
rcafon. To follow the noble Lord thnmgh the wildcmefs of his 
imagination, would be to lofe fight of tlic beaten trad of common 
fenfe, and dray into the unfrequented paths ot wild imagination. 
The itftendon which he took the liberty to claim at prefent, refpcidtd 
what the noble Earl had advanced on the fubjed of the Judiciary 
Courts of Scotland, and to this he could take upon him to anfwer, 
dat in no Court under the glorious Conditution of this country, had 
Judicc'been adminidered with more fidelity. Whenever the noble 
Earl thought pn^icr in a legal and a cunditudonal fonn to bring the 
jproceedin^ of that Court before their Lorddiips* tribunal, either by 
writ of cnxa', or any other mode, then the nc^le Earl pledged him- 
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felf to judiiy the pro^dings of the Courts below; and as £ir as his 
abilities were competent) and his ibrength allowed, he would meet 
the noble Earl, or any other Lord, on that fubje«£l[, and clearly de- 
monihate that thefentences paifed on the criminals, latdy fentenced 
by the Court of Juihciary, were ihi^ly l^al, truly cemihrmaUe to 
the law of Scotland, and perfectly agreeable to the Union. * As to 
what the noble Lord advanced refpedting Algernon Sydney, Lord 
Ruffel, dec. tliat was totally irrelevant to the queflion. The pre> 
fent culprits were to be tried by the laws of Scotland, and not of 
England. Did the noble Earl wilh to try delinquents in Scotland 
by the laws of England? Did ha vi ilh to deprive them ot tlitir own 
Con(litut!on,*and lubjc6t them to laws to which they never, in tlicir 
reprefentative capacity, affented ? If he did not, then the prefent 
motion was ridiculous in the c'ctrcme, for it went to this puiport, 
tint the 1 loufc of Lords ihould, without any docuni«.nt to afeertain 
1 firt, addreis IIis Mijefty to poflpone the Icntcnce of a Court of 
{ultioe. The noble LoiJ hid not produced anyone piptr, or any 
other cvidtiKc, txcept his own a^fcrtion, to fupport lus motion. 
'1 he Courts of S’ >tl riiJ, like the Courts of EngLurd, were open to 
rcviiion of any fcntcncc, if tint lenience was deemed unjuft, but 
infte id of the rcgul ir applk ition by writ of error, or bv appeal to 
.the riironc of Merc\, an attempt was ftt o^j foot by unfair accounts 
of the trial to cvLitc the people m rJitl againft the juftice of the fen- 
tcnce; he called them uni.iir a» counts printed in papers devoted to 
the party thev cfpoufed , as tor inftance, one of thofc* printed newf- 
piprrs alkdpal that the laird Advocitc fpokc for two Iiours and a 
lulf, and in giving i rcgul *r deiulof lus fpccch they confined it to 
two ftior*’ pages, while to Mr^ Muii s fpecchthere was an ad libitum 
of paper. He thought it requifite to fay thus much, and to declare 
that whenever the*noble Karl who made the motion tluiught proper 
to bring in legal form the conduiSl; of the Court of JufHeiary before 
the Houfehe was prepared to meet him, but he trufted that their 
Lordftiips entertained too high a fenfe of their own dignity to combat 
ncwfpapcr reporters, and ftnind any motion on that vague, and as 
it appeared, fclf-intcreftcd mode of intelligence. God forbid, fatd 
the noble Earl, that the J iidges of this country, whether in Scotland 
or England, were to have their chiraders weighed for public in- 
fpedum by Editors of ncwfpapcrs: Juftice would then be, as in 
France, at the mercy of intcrefted individuals. To the prefent mo¬ 
tion he (hould therefore give his moft decided negative, and notwith- 
ftandii^ what the noble Lord faid of his certainty of carrjdng tiuit 
motion, if common fenfe prevailed, the noble Earl would ftand 
alone. 
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The Duke ci NORFOLK could not agree with Ae noble Earl 
in die way he had brougiht the queftion before the Houfe. Had the 
with rcfpeft to the admifliion of evidence of things not con¬ 
tained in the indictment, been brought before them by petition, and 
fupported by affidavit, he ihould have thought it his duty to go into 
die inquiry, but he could not entertain it as brought foimrd in the 
xnodon. 

The E^rl of LAUDERDALE faid, he had endeavoured to per- 
fuade the noble Lord not to bring forward the important qiicftion in 
a way in which, by the orders of the Houfe, it could not be entertained; 
and even no’w he hoped he would withdraw it, only that it might 
be brought forward in a more r<^ular way; if he perliffed in it, he 
(hould only decline voting at all. But as the motion w;is made he 
would jufl fay, that it was no wonder that thefe trials had produced 
fo much public emotion, and had fo warmly interefled the feelings 
of mankind, fince, that men in Scotland Ihould be tranfported fo 
Botany Bay f<)r fourteen.years for what in England had raifed others 
to the moH fplendid fituations, was certainly calculated to excite fur- 
^ prife and even more unplcafant fenfations. Nor would it cfcapc 
their obfervation that there mud be fomethiug extremely liar/li in 
the law of Scotland, which fhould inflieft a puniflnncnt of fourteen 
years tranfportation for /he fame offence which in England would 
fubjeCt a man to ?io more than twelve months imprifonincnt. But 
though he, by no means, meant to go into th«: merits of the queflion, 
or, at this particular period, to give it a full and C'Jiielufive difeuf- 
lion, he could not butobferve, that there wasfomething peculiarly 
levcrc, with refpcCl to thefe gentlemen; the very publications which 
were the obje«S of the profeeution, were flipped from their pockets, 
and procured in this lljamcful manner, and were made the founda¬ 
tion of their trial. I'he noble Karl (Mansfield) lAs told the Houfe, 
that my noble friend’s information has been derived from a polluted 
fource; the printed Report of a partial pamphlet or newfpapcr; the 
noble Earl is wrong, if he fuppofes all the Reports on thefe trials are 
fimilar j he could fhew the noble Earl fome editions, w'hich leaned 
clearly and entirely to one fide; but even they did not contradict 
the flatemcnt of his noble friend (Stanhope;) there W'crc circum- 
'ihuices which attended tlicfe trials, which he hefitated not to fay, 
were mofl dreadful in their nature, and which he contended, re- 
0 c^cd no fmall difgrace on the jurifprudence of Scotland; he al- 
Jiuded, he (aid, to wdtncffes, who were produced againfl the pannel, 
being threatened with imprifonment for life, if they did not difclofe 
cvciy thing required by ffic Court of Jufiiciary. He made feme 
alluiion, on a former night to this fubjcCl, and he then told th« 
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Law Lords of this oountjy, that they would have q^rtunities of 
defending the condudt of the Court of Jufticlary. With refpef); 
to official proofs which were neceffary to be broi^t in fupport of ’ 
any mcafure that was agitated in that Houfc# there would be per- 
fe^ grounds for the only proper motion which he thought could come 
before them on tlie fubjeft. The record of the conviction and fen- 
tence could be laid upon the tabic, upon which to ground, an in¬ 
quiry into the legality of the fcntencc. This was the proper motion 
in his opinion, and this would certainly be brought before them. 
He would, on a future day, go more at large into the proceedings 
of the Scotch bar, bur he would not at prefent provoke a difeuffinn; 
he had repeatedly urged the noble Earl not to bring forward this mo¬ 
tion at this time, and In this ihape. Since the noble Lord had 
perfevered, he hoped he would now withdraw, and not require a 
divifion; but if the noble Lord (hould take the opinion of the Houfe, 
he certainly would not vote againd him. 

The Earl of COVENTRY rofc, and foid a few words againft 
tlic ipotion of the noble Earl, but chiefly conlincd himlblf to the 
ground of its informality. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR fnid, that in the fltuation in 
which he ilood, it became him to deliver a few words on the moft 
.extraordinar}’’ motion he had ever heard. •For, granting even that 
there had been in the cafes alluded to, a mif-triali^ tliat any doubts 
were cntci taincd of the legality of any part of their proceedings, that 
the vcrdidl of the jury had not been julVified by, the evidence, that 
the condu£l of the judges liad it\ any degree been founded in mifap- 
prehenfion of the caA;, that tJjcre had been a mifapplicatton of the 
law, or, in fliort, if rherc hfd been any thing irregular in the trial, 
verdidt or fcntencc, there was a remedy provided by the Conftitu- 
tion,' for bringing*^ the w’holc into revilion.’ But who ever heard of 
a fir^lc inflance of an addrefs being moved for in this Houfe, to pray 
His Majcily to poftpone the execution of a fcntencc ? Nothir^ wras 
more certain than that human judgement might err ; and not a year, 
not an affizc, not a term almofl pafled, without inftanecs of cafes 
being brought into that flatc, when one judge was happy to have his 
judgement rev ifed by his brothers, and when, by more deliberate 
difeuflion of a quclVion,.any error into w'hich he might have fallen 
might be corredled, to the cafe and remedy of the parties concerned. 
Cruel and hard w'ould be the lituation of a judge, if fuch means 
were not given him, of retracing any mifapprehenfion or error into 
which he had fallen. What was tlic way in which this was to be 
done ? By the perfon, who ftoml conviclcd by a jury of his coun¬ 
try of a crime, humbling himfelf before the Throne, and prefent- 
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ing a petition ftaditg the hardihip of his cafe, and praying His Ma* 
je% to interfere widi the gracious cxcrdfe of his prerogative. It 
certunly was not unfit that a perfon upon whom a verdid of guilty 
was (b pafTed by his pountiy, fhould fo humble himfclf before dw 
Thnme; in truth it was not humbling, it was booming, that a 
man againft whom fuch a fentencc lay (hould > prefent his cafe in 
terms ^ fupplication. Was it fo here ? Had any petition been 
prefented by the perfons tried in Scotland ? No fuch thing. He 
could take upon him to fay, that fuch was the anxiety of thofc whofe 
duty it is to advice His Majcfty in that to which his own difpofition 
£> .conflantly leads him, for the clear afeertainment of the legality of 
the fentences in queftion, that though no petition had been prefented 
by the parties, an inquiry had been made ; and he would take upon 
himfelf to fay, tliat when this paper fhould be laid before their 
Lordfhips, they would fee that no pains had been fpared to deter¬ 
mine whether any circumftances had occurred either of irrc^larity in 
the trials, or of illegality in the fcnttncc. It was not nccelfary for 
him to volunteer the produdlion of this paper ; but if ever their 
IfOrdfhips fhould think proper to entertain an inquiry into the cafe, 
he would pledge himfelf that they fhould find the conduit of the 
judges of Scotland had been fuch as their Lordfhips would alw'ays 
defirc to find in men enirufied with functions fo important. He 
avoided any more founding and extravagant terms of praife, Lccaufe 
he wifhed not to enter into culogiums tliat might be thought over- 
ftrained. A man who affeited to defend tlic Adminiftration of 
juftice in Venice was punifhed by' the government for his officious 
zeal, for they faid the jufticc of Venice would defend itfclf. The 
noble Earl had referred to refolution? of that Houfc, as a ground 
for arraigning the proceedings on the trials. The Scotch Judges 
neither could know officially, nor be guided by" any refolutions of 
that Houfe; they could ail only by the prailicc of their own Court, 
and it was certain that all the infianccs quoted by the noble Earl 
were clearly within fuch prailicc. The I^aird Advocate had a right 
to prove fa^s collateral with the main fail, though not fpecially 
flated in the indiilment. With refpcil to the mifnomer, though 
fuch an error would be fatal in the firiil proceedings of the Englifh 
^Courts, it was not fo in Scotland: it was their doilrine that the 
identity of «t perfon was better proved by his joining ifTuc in the 
trial, ,and thereby acknowledging himfelf to be the perfon meant, 
than by being perfeilly eorrcil in the fpclling of his name. In the 
fame way with refpe^ to the challenges, nothing could be more 
abfurd riian the grounds on w'hich they were made. To challenge 
Jurors bccaufe they had entered into affociation.s, was in fail to dial- 
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lei^ all that M'as refpcftablc in the country, for almoft every nun 
of rank or fefi)c£l, had at that time ailbciat^ for the purpoTe of fu|)- 
porting the Conftitution. In ihort, all the ubje61ions which had 
been made on thefe trials properly over-ruled, were fometliing in 
the nature of tlie fpcech of that man, who being put on his trial* 
faid, he would fwcar the peace againft the judge, for he had a dcflgn 
upon his life. His J^rdfliip fpoke with great fatIsfa61ion of the 
loyalty and zeal of the people of Scotland, declaring, that it was a 
notorious fadt, that the general.fpirit of the country was in favour 
of order and government j that the inhabitants of tliat part of the 
kingdom were pcrfcdlly contented with the Adminiftration of crimi¬ 
nal jufticc that had prevailed there under the pradlice of the Court 
of Jufticiar)', a practice tliat liad prevailed for near a century, wiih 
infinite cafe and fatisfadlion to the fubjcdls in general. He was 
therefore glad to find, from what had paflied that day, that their 
l.ordlliips felt favourably to thofe judges who had deferved fo well 
of the countr)' in general ; he hoped that feeling would continue, 
hecaufe it was no more than the judges were amply entitled to. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, that he had not heard, the only tiling 
that could induce him upon any occafion to withdraw a morion, an 
argument. 'J'lie noble and learned Lord on the woolfack confclfcd, 
tliat there might be a mif-trial, and that in cafe of a mif-trial there 
• w’as a legal rcr.iedv. And what was thc*lcgnl rcnicdv r That ri 
perfon unjufily onidcmncd niiift humble himfelf fiefore the Thnmc. 
And this is the boafted juftiec of England ! He trailed that no 
man would be bafe enough who felt confcioiis innocence to humble 
liinifelt ; nor was it very becoming the dignit)', cither of national 
julliee, or even of royal prcrogjitivc, to expect of an injured man 
filch fubmiflion. He had (fonc however goinl by his motion, for* 
he had drawn froiin the noble and hmrned Lord on the woolfack a 
declaration, that, on the cjuellion b*ing reprefented in tlic fliape of 
a petition, tlie remedy w'ould be obtained, {'riic Lord Chancellor 
in an under voice, fignified his diffent fnim this llatcnient of his 
words.) 'I’lic noble Lord then means to fay, that there will be no 
remedy ;• he advifes a petition, but declares at the fame time that a 
petition is to be of no avail. My Lords, I perfift in my motion, and 
I fhall divide the Houfe if I fbind alone ; I do not care with how 
many or w'ith how few I divide, but I will never give up the prin¬ 
ciple that it Is better to prevent an evil, than afterwards to rqx-nt of 
it. Wliat, then, my Lords, is there to be no other probable 
chance of obtaining julliee in this country, but by petition r Muft 
the injured prifoncr brook and fawn to Minifters, for that julliee to 
V'hlch he is entitled ? Has he no other wav left to prevent his tranf- 
Voi.. XXXVIII. K 
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p 6 itation to foreign countries, his being banifhed from his frielnds, 
and degraded like a criminal ? if nothing will be liiicncd to but pe¬ 
tition, talk not to me of liberty ; Scotland there Is none. Is this 
the language to be ufed in a free country r Vv'hcn we come forward 
here and ijate oppreflion, will you, who arc the g?iardians of the 
people’s happincl’s, turn from the inquiry ? If we rcje(9l: paying 
every attention to their caufe, we difchargc not the facred duty rc- 
pofed in us—’it is fur tliis purpulc we hold tlicfe feats in the 
Houfe.” 

Lord THURLOW faid, that he pcrfeiflly agreed wirh the noble 
and learned Lord on the wiH)lfack, that nothing was more becom¬ 
ing their Lordlhips’ wii'dom and prudence, than to be careful how 
they gave countenance to rcfleiMions r.ilhly thrown out on the ad- 
minillration of criminal jurifprudencc. It was of the utmoft con- 
fcquence to the gotxl order and well-being of the coiiniry ; and in¬ 
deed its profperity depended on the confiilencc which men had in the 
purity with which our laws were adininiftered. 'I'heir [.ordfliips 
would therefore be always indifpofed to any motion of eenfiirc, made 
lightly, againd Judges j and he could not help faying that the pre- 
fent motion, from the manner in which it was made and fiipported, 
was of that fdrt, for the noble lilarl had referred tlicir Lordlhips to 
4 acts, revcriing judgements of attainder piiffed in the year 1689 .- 
Their Lordfhips would recolle<?l the pcritkl at whicli thefe adls hail 
paflTed ^ it was immediately after the revolution, when a very juft 
and violent ferment cxifted generally in the minds of the people, in 
cvnfajunicc of the moft cruel, vindiolive, and unprincipled Admi- 
niftration of jufticc, that had ever been praclifed in any country'^. 
Would it he fit that their Li>rdfliips flioiild now' make a refolution, 
grounded on an analogy between the judgements lately pafi'cd in 
Scotland, and the proceedings w'hich thefe four aids rcvcrfctl ? 'I’hc 
natural confequcncc of fuch a refolution would be, to difturb the 
confidence which men had in the adminiftration of Jufticc, to de¬ 
prive the M igiftrates of the juft authority which they ought to pof- 
fefs in the cxcrelfc of their finvftions; an<l would ujxin the whole be 
attended wirh moft fcrioiis calamity lo the kingdom at large. Ho 
moft perfeiftly agreed with the noble liarl in the general docftrinc 
which he had laid down with rcfpcdl to criminal acculation.—- 
Wiiencver a man was charged and put ujyin his trial fiir a 
criminal offence, every little of that offence ought to be fet forth 
and prccifcly deferibed in the indictment, fo as to be prcviimlly made 
known to him, that he might prepare his anfwcr and defence ; and 
it was equally a clear and manileff principle in criminal jurifprudcnco. 





that no one article (hould afterwards be added, fo as to tilte the de¬ 
fendant by furprife. And this was not only the uniform and con- 
f^ant praiflicc of the criminal courts in England, but it was alfo a 
principle generally in the law of Scotland. In one particular iij- 
flance in the criminal law of Scotland, that which in their law is 
called art and part, and which is cqui\'alent to what in England we 
call accclfary before the fa6I, a greater tlcgree of generality and 
loofcnefs was permitted, than is fuffered in England,- or dian in 
any other part of the Scots criminal law. This was done by an a£t 
of James VI. the preamble of which fet forth, that, whereas it was 
difficult to prove the crime of art and part, if the fame precifion in 
the ftatemcnfof fa£ls w'as required that vas ncccffary for other fpe- 
cies of guilt, it permitted them to charge art and part generally 
without enumerating the particular faOs that conflituted the carpus, 
delifli. It was fit, for the better underfianding the qucHion, that 
their Lordihips fliould know the manner in w'Jiich the indictment 
was made up in the Scots pnieccdings. The indivEImcnt begins with 
fitting forth the carpus iMiiitf which they call the major propofitiun 
of the fyllt^ifm, and tiiis is allcdged generally ; it then jirLCccds to 
the minor part of the fyllogifm, in wliich arc enumerated all the 
fiuSls, wliich if proved, go to conftitutc the gcneml charge, or ma¬ 
jor of the propofititai. ’Vh\s corpus dcliili Judges firft found: 
tliat is, they declared whetlwr they found tlic charge was rclevanf, 
and \vhcthoi, if the f.iefs of tliC minor propofition were proved, it 
amounted to the fpncics of crinic libelled in the m.ijor part of the 
fyllogifiTi, and inftrnd the piniillunent beloitging to fuoli crime. 
'I'hc Judges having found the relevancy, referred the whole to the 
Jury, wholiad to decide on the^wholc cjfe, and who, from the evi¬ 
dence were to find a verdict acconlingly. 'I'hc criminal law of 
&’orIand in this caf(? had never been, according to tlic Sects Judges, 
what had bi;en fupjvjfed t-» be the law’ of Englnn«.l in certain quef- 
tions. It was imixiflible tc» deny with Sir George Maekeiv/.ic, 
whofc name delerved nnieli higher pralfc, and more refpeetful treat¬ 
ment than it h;ul latdv met wi;!;, tliat there was a degree of harih- 
nefs in cliarging a man generally as art and part in a crime, with¬ 
out fpccifying the fuSts. which cuuftituted the crime; but until he 
fliould hear that a defendant had applied to the dircrction of the 
Judges for relief, from a£lual hardfhip under the feverity of this 
llatute, and that they had refilled it, he certainly Ihould mu confidcr 
it as a chaige againfi the Judges, that a perfon had been fo tried. 
It was the ftatutc law of the land, and the noble and learned Lord 


on the woolfack had truly faid, that the queftion w'as not whether 
^he law itfelf was fevere or not. With rcfpcdl to the otfervatioA 
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of the noblC' Earl, that a mifnomcr ift the cafe of one of tl\e perfons 
had not been permitted to operate in his favour ; to this, he faid, 
that undoubtedly in England, if pleaded, the indidlmcnt would fall 
to the ground ; but in Scotland lefs llriftnefs was required; and 
whether our ftridlnefs or their Iwfcncfs was mod fivourable to fub- 
ftantial judioc, he w'ould not dop to inquire, (or the quedion was," 
whether they had a<ftcd conformably to their own practice. So far 
as he could judge from what he had read of the pnx’ccdings on the 
trial, the Counfcl f«)r the defendant fccincd tltcmfelves not to have 
pe-rfidcd in the objedlion, probably becaufe they knew, as indeed it 
had been thrown out by one oftlie Judges, that by the pniCTicc it 
would have onlv occafioned a new indiclmcnt, and gjvcn an inter¬ 
val of 1 5 davs. Tn c^tamining a quedion of tins nature, he declared 
that he was to be guitlcd in his juilgcincnt by no r«.-gard for jK'Tlons ; 
though it was imiMilfiblc but that he fliould have refpect for tlu'fe per¬ 
fons, for fotne of them, fueh as acquaintance would naturally pro¬ 
duce, and for all what was due to men of worili and integrity; 
hut that a quedion of this fort lli<mid cerMinly be dil'eulHd witliout 
any influence from jK-rfonal conhderations. 'I'lie fpeeWie crime 
diarged cat tlic gentlemen whofe eal'cs had pn)duced tbU ilifeullion, 
was that of verbal fediiion, wl deh feenied by the Scots jutlgis to be 
conlidereii as an olicmc ni common law, anopini'-u, wl.ieh in the 
UJtcand limits ^Jfllis knowledge, it would be pnfumpiuous In him 
to Cfmtrovcrt, thou'di it lecmcd to him from all that he had read, or 
hud been able to collect on the fubjuct, had no higher origiir than the 
tlatute of James f. againd leafing making, as the dututes of ICd- 
ward 1. and of ji-amlfilum were flic foundation of our 

law of libel. '1 he term verbal fetytiiai was iiidecti improper, be- 
e.iufc tigunfive and metaphorical; the true crime of feditiou was 
Will dcfiiictl and underdood in the Scots law, Imd clearly anfwcred 
to what were Iiere eaiJed routes, or unlawful alTemblies, n hcrc the 
people were ftirred up to riotous a<£ls againd the peace, anchwhich in 
both countries was ckarly didinguilhed from the crime of high trea- 
fon, which required either an overt a< 9 : of compaffing tlie death of 
the King, of levying w'ar, &c.—^This a<Jb of James againd Icifing 
making had fubjedted the criminal to capital puniflunent; but by^ 
the 3d of Qiiccn AniiC,* enumerating all the former dalutcs, it was 
reduced to the level of what in England we called mifdcmeanor, 
nn<i redriclcd to an arbitrary punidimcnt of fine, imprifonment, or 
banifhmcnt. If thefc perfons had been tried in England for the 
fame offence, they would have been tried for mifdcmeanor; and 
if convicted, would have received the fentence commonly annexed 
to fqcl) guilt. What particular circumdanccs there might be 



the t/'mpcr and dirpofition'of the'^pcoplc of Scotland,. m the nature 
of tlic cafe, »ir in the genu raj ftate of the l^ingdom, to induce the' 
Judges of Scotland to infliifilfec very feveioft fcntcncc within the 
grafp of their difcrction under the aifl of Qiieen Anne; whether that 
adt gave them any fnch difcri-tion, or what additional latitude they 
conceived to derive from the act of the 25th of his prefent Majefty, 
it was not for him to determine ; nor indeed w'.ts it the buiinefs of 
this day to inquire. It was .'Iv, lys his w'ifli to believe that judges 
acted with a found difcrction. It was idle to fay, however, that 
l:;pfcs (lid not occur to Judges, and that errors were not incident to 
all human tribunals, as well as to all human condu< 5 t; Judges would 
be placcd.in a nioft unforriii ate lituaiion, if op|)ortunities were no» 
fiirnifhcd them to reviie and rc-eonfider tlieir condu’cl, fo that they 
might iv./t pcrfiil in error. Tlie noble and learned Lord on the 
wt* ilfack l:ad truly faid, that in all cafes where the Judges had either 
luHIakeii the law or ahufed their difcrction, the becoming and con- 
ftifution.il courfc was, for the perfons aggrieved to petition His Ma- 
jj'fty for redrefs ; whofc gracious inclination and undoubted prero¬ 
gative if was, nor only to temper tlic harthnefs of legal judgements, 
hut to prevent the erroneous docilionsof his courts of criminal juf- 
tice from being injurons or opprehivc to his fubjc( 5 Isr and notl^ng 
was fo wife as tiie gracious extreife of this prerogative, for it tended 
to preferve t’Uat ciinftdcncc in the duo* adminlllratlon of the laws, 
which was fo ucecifary fo the well-being and order of focicty.—— 
'I he noble and h irnccl Lord concluded with a general and well un- 
(ler'.h<oil Nliufiou to the late profccuticns tor feditious words; nothing 
more no (‘ff jrv in cvcr\’ well-ordered ft'cictv, than that its Ma- 
giluarcs ihoidd he treated with rcfpecl:. Contumelious expreffions 
therefore ag.iinlf Magilhutcs, and 1110(1: particularly agninft the jier- 
f()n of the Kiyg, coiillitutcd a heinous and jullly punilhablo offence. 
How w;is this vcfpCkl:! fo be enforced? Surely by the vigilance of 
the proper oHieer, who Ihoiild take care that no cafe of notorious 
turpitude iTiouKl ever be fuiFcred to pafs without exemplary and 
condign puiiifhnieiit; but it was cxjually the. duty of the public pro- 
feeutor and of Judges to take care that the courfe fhould be direft 
and open—that the public mind IIkjuUI be fatisHed with the conduA^ 
of the profeeution, and that upon conviction the piminuiicnt fliouW' 
be fecunduvt m'^duni drlifii, according to the nature and degree of the 
offence ; tliat no fuch repugnance fhould be exhibited, for inftance, 
a5| would occur if the punifhmcnt due to felony fhould be inflicted 
on mifdcmcanor, ** For, my Lords,’’ faid he —“ it (liould al¬ 
ways be rccollertcd, that whatever may be the momentary fcrmei^t 
?ind even intemperance of tl;c j»et*plc, and however by the influol^ 
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of prcju<Kcc, ^\cy may for a while tolerate and even applaud fen- 
Itences not truly meafured by the crime* nothing a|n be more mani- 
fell than that w'hcn tliis emotion ihil ceafe* more will be loft by 
the "deliberate judgement of mankind, to the due energy of laws, the 
dignity of magillracy, and the ultimate liability of Government it- 
fclf, than any alccndant or ftrength to be gained for die time by fuch 
yidlbrics.” 

The queftion was then put on the motion for the addrefs on the 
cafe of Mr. Muir, and as Earl Stanliopcpcrfifted in taking their 
fenfc by a vote, they divided. 

Contents, i ; Not Contents-, 49. 


PROTEST. 


Die Veneris, 31 yan. 1794. 


The order of the day being read for the Lords to be fummoned. 

It was raovfd, that the feveral entries in the Journal of the 8th, ic>th, 
amd 13th of June, 1689, relative to the bill intitled “ An art for reveriing 
the attainder of Henry Coruilh, Kfq. late Alderman of the city of Lon¬ 
don,” be now read. 

The fame were accordingly read by the clerk. 

Tlicn it was moved. That an humble addrefs be prclcntcd to His Ma- 
jcftjr, humbly to reprefent to His Majelly, that this Houfe has bf.*n in¬ 
formed that Thomas Muir, Efq. ho was tried before the High Court 
of Jufticiary, at Edinburgh, in the month of Auguft laft, upon a charge 
of fedition, has been condemneil and fontenced to be tranfporterl beyond 
fcas for the fpaee of fourteen years; and further to reprefent to His Ma- 
jelly, that this Houfe intends to proceed without delay to examine the 
citcumllances of fuch condemnation and of fuch featence; and therefore 
humbly to befccch His Majell)', that the faid Thomas Muir, Efq. may 
not be tranfported beyond fcas, until this Houfe fnall have h^ fu&clcnt 
time to make fuch examination. 


> Which being objerted to. After debate. 

The qiieilion being putihereupon, it wasrcfolved in the negative. 

Tellers ( jj- 1 .. , ' 

li. btajr I Not Contents 49 

Dilfentient. ift, Bccaufe the attending to the due adminiOration of 
.Jullice, and the -watching over the conduct of the various Courts in this 
kingdom, is cne of the inoft important brandies of the buliners of this 
,jHou{e, and is at all times alfo one of its moil ciTcntial duties. 

Bccaufe it obvioufly appears to be proper to examine into tlic 
juftice and legality of a fcntcncc, before it is executed, and not to permit 
ft to be! executed firft, and then to examine into its jullicc and legality 
aftierwards, 

3<ily, Bccaufe, for want of fuch timely interference on the part of this 
Houle, it has formerly happened, tliat, w'ithin a Ihort time, no Id's tlvin 
font unjiift and illegal judgments were artually carried into execution, as 
appears from the refpertivc attainders of the innocent fufferers having been 
'"prwards reverfed and made void (when it was too late) by four arts of 
irliament, made and paiTcd in (he year of the reign of their late Ma*, 
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jefties King .William and Queen ^^ry» namel)r in the cafes' of Alderman 
Comifh, Alice Lillc« Algernon Sidney, and Lord RulTcl. . 

4thly, Bccauie it is contrary to the firft and immutable, principles of 
natural juftice, that any thing to the prejudice of a defendant fhould bu 
brought before a Jury in a criminal profecution, that is '* only collateral, 
not in iffuc, nor neceffary in the conclufion.” 

5thiy, Becaufeit is not {nor ought to be) competent for the Profecutor 
to produce any evidence to uipport any matter that is not charged in the 
inmetrnent; that is to fay, diilin^Hy and precifely charged, and not by 
mere epithets or general words, I'uch as opprciTion, fedition, vexation, or 
the like. 

6thly, Becaufc in like manner it is not, (nor ought to be) competent 
for a Profecutor to produce any evidence to prove any crime to have been 
committed by a defendant, in any other particular than that \vherein it is 
in the indifttnenl exprefsly charged to have been committed. ' 

-ythly, Becaufe no fueli proceedings as thoP.‘ above dated, nor any of 
them, can be juftificd under pretence, tl>at " If it had been ncccifary to 
** fpseify in the indittment all the fads againll th.c defen lant, the indift- 
“ rnent would have covered, by iia magnitude, the walls of the Court." 
And 

Stilly, Bccaufe in one year of the irial of Warren Ihifllngs, Ffvjuire, 
namely in the year one thoufand, fcveii Innulrcd, and ninety, there were 
no Icfs than four deciGoii.s of the Htmfo of I or.w upon this fubjed, viz,' 
on the twenty-fifth day of Kthvuar'-. when the Lords reiolved, 

** 'That the .VTinagers f.,r the Co .im ins he not admitted to givC evidence 
“ of the unlitnefs of Kcllcram for the appointment of being a renter of 
•* certain landi in the province of Uahar; ihefad of fneh unntnsfsof the 
^•* fiid Kcllcram not bein" charged in v’.v'iinpj||ehr«v'nt.” 

And again on the 4th nay 01 .via-. , \ith:n tite i .or-is^decided, 

*' 'ritac it L not eonioelcnt to th. \Iin ig;-:.. for the Commons to put 
the f tUowingqucftion to the wh;iei', upjnth’ feventh arriHc ot charge, 
“ vi/.. Whether more opprc(Iio;ii did adu dly CAiil und.r the iiv-w inlli- 
“ lution than under the old:’' 

And again on the iSchday of May, wh’n tiic Hc..fc of Lords rc- 
folved, 

** I’hat it is not comjictcnt ts the Minagers for the Commons to give 
evidence of the cnonnities aduaily committed by Deby bing; the iame 
“ not being chargCil in the impeaeh.ner.t." 

And again on tlie adda)' of June, when the T.ofds refolvcd, 

“ That it is not competent for iise ?»Ianag'‘rs, on the p.art of the Com- 
** m-jiis, to give any evidence upon the 1V\ entli article of the impeachment, 
“ to prove that the letter of the jtlt of Mav, leSt, is falfe, in any dtiier 
“ particular than that wherein it is c<prefsly cliarged to he falfe.” 

'The faid diviuons of the Houfe ot i.ords are ftnindcd upon principles 
not pcriillar to trials by iinpeachinent. 'I hey are founded up>n ccminon 
fenfe, and on the immutable principles of julticc. In Scotland thofe prin¬ 
ciples arc peculiarly nccelfary to be av^Uiered to, inafmuch as by the laws 
of that part of the kingdom, a defendant is obliged to produce a complete 
lift of all his witnciTcs in exculpation, the day before the trial. 'Phat 
alone appears to me a conftderable hardihip. But if, after fuch lift is 
actually delivered in by the defendant, any fafls (or fuppofad faffs) not 
particularly fet forth as crimes in the indiflment, may, on the following 
day, for the firft time, and without notice, be fuJdenly Inrought out in 
ei^idence upon the trial againft the detendant; fuch defendant, from fuch 
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an entrappinjg mode of trial, may be oenvidled, althoagh innocent. Such 
proceedings (whether fupported or unfupportcd by any old Scotch ftatota 
pal&d in arbitrary"times) dught, I conceive, to be reviled. For, in a 
frw country, there onght r.ot to be one mode of adminiftcring juftice to 
one man. namely, to Mr. Haftings, and an oppofitc mode of adrainiftcr- 
io£ juftice to another man, namely, to Mr. Muir. 

* STANHOPE. 


IVedneJdajy l lih February. 

The Marquis of T^ANSDOWN faiti, he had come down to the 
Houfc the two laft days at the ufual time of doing biiilncfs, but had 
found it adjourned; lie was, however, glad to find his intentions 
had been anticipated by a noble friend of lus, by moving for their 
Lordfhips to be fummono.l on Friday next; on which day he Ihould 
fubmit a motion to their conlidcnition, for bringing the war to a 
tennination, foundeti on thofe principles he Iv.id declared on the firfi 
day of the feflion. He had cnctniragcd a liope fU:ir fojiie fieps would 
have been taken to reftore peace to this country ; but underfianding, 
firom theextenfive prepanuions that wire making hofit at hcmie and 
’'abroad, that it was the intentions of Minlficrs tocarr\ i( on upon a 
more extenlive fcale, he could not refrain from endeavouring toper- 
fuadc their Lordfhips to agree witlt him in praying His Majclly 
would not allow the form of tJovernment in l''ranee to prevent a trea¬ 
ty for peace, whenever L could be obtained up)n fife and honour¬ 
able terms. 


Jl.'injdayt I 3//’ Fih'utuy. 

Their Lordlltips proceeded to Wefiminfier Hall, ti* the trial df 
Warren Haftings, Efq. 

'Friday, I Fibruitry. 

The order of the day having been re:ul for theiV I^ordHilps to he 
fummoned, * 

The Maiquis of LANSDOWN laid, he was extremely forry 
to have given their Lordlliips the trouble of having come down to 
tlje Houfe that day, more cfpecially as he was (jhliged to put oft* his 
motion on account of having received intimation from a noble Lord, 
higlt in office (Lord Grenville,) that it would be inconvenient for 
liinTto attend, on account of bufincfs of public importance. The 
I^rquis faid, tlipt he was happy at all times to accommodate Mini' 
fters, who, God knew,* had enough upon their lunds in times like 
the prefent, a period fo big witli difficulty and danger, that there 
was no occafion to add to the weight of refponfihiUty with which 
His Majelfv’s fervants were already loaded. For his part, he was 
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ready to give them every accommodation that he poflibly could give, 
fhort of a due difeharge of his duly to the public at fo vciy import-, 
ant a crifis. He wiflied .therefore that it would be generally under- 
ftood that the motion of which he had given notice would come on 
on next Monday. 

Lord GRENVILLE declared, that the noble Marquis had been 
pcrfedlly accurate and corre6l in his ftatenicntof the rcafons which 
had induced him to put off his motion. He had found it ncceffary 
to fend a note to the noble Marquis to requeft it, for the rcafons 
which had been already ffated, and the noble Marquis had readily 
complied, for which he begged to take that opportunity of exprefling 
his fenfe of \t. Lord Grenville affured the Hpufc, that he was 
extremely defirous of meeting every (jueftion of public importance 
with as little delay as poflible, but molt cfpccially a qucftu)n of the 
intcrefting and important nature of that, which it was und^rHood 
the noble Marquis meant to propofc to bring under difeuffion. He 
begged leave farther to affure them, that nothing but public buflnefs 
of a prefiing and indifpcnfable nature could have induced him to wilh 
the difcuHion of the noble Marquis’s motion to be delayed for a An¬ 
gle moment. 

The Earl of MOIRA rofc, and begged their Lordfhips atten¬ 
tion. He faid, he had not taken the libgrty of moving for the 
‘Iloufe to be fummoned, becaufc he had cnnceivcd.that if the debate 
which had been expeited, bad come on that day, he might in the 
courfc of it incidentally have availed himfclf of the opi'ortunit)', and 
flated all he wifhed to fay in confcqucncc of fume difeufiions (rc- 
fpej^ing a matter in which he had an immediate perfonal concern) 
that had taken place in another Affcmbly. The debate having gone 
off, he would take advantage of the occafion of being prtfcnr, and 
^cr into an cxj^lanation of in.'.itcrs, which from the manner in 
which they had been treated clfcwhere ought to be oorrcdlly under- 
ftood. His explanation vk'f)uld ncceffarily draw him into fomc de¬ 
gree of detail, but he would cmlcavour to be as brief as poffiblc. 
Early in the fuinmcr he had been fent for to town, and offered tlte 
command of an expedition not immediately to lx; undertaken. He 
readily gave his confent, and accepted <hc propofition. He w'as af¬ 
terwards font for again to town, and defin'd to take the comnvanif 
of a different fcrvice (to adjiifi and fuccour tlie army of the Royalifis) 
immediately to be commenced. Having given his confent to un¬ 
dertake the firll command, he could have noobjc^Iion to the fccond. 
He accepted it therefore, and prepared without delay to execute the 
objefl of Minifiers. On the 1 7 th of November he was honoured 
with His Majefiy’s commands, and the Friday following he had 
VoL. XXXVIII. L 
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fetdcil all hia amngnnenta, and fet out for Portfmoudi. Owing 
merely to accident of wind and weather, the frigates and tranfports 
could riot come round, and the fleet did not fail from Portfmouth 
Until the iftof December. While at Portfmouth, and previous 
to, his failing, his Lordfhip faid. His Majefly’s Miniflers had tc> 
eetved information of a meeting held by petfons deputed by Mini- 
fters to the army of die Royalifls, at Doll in Normandy, wlio had 
agreed upon a plan of operation 1 but owing to the difiiculty of inter- 
courfe, it fo happened, that the information did not reach His Ma- 
jefty’s Miniflers till fifteen days afterwards, the 25th of November. 
By that information, it was fettled what fignals were to be made by 
the Engliilv fleet on their arrival upon tlic coaft, for tlic purpofe of 
dirc6ling the troops where they thought the defeent moft practicable, 
and a variety of other matters w'crc adjufted. On the ift of De¬ 
cember they failed, and early the next morning they made the coafl 
of Cherbourg. He ran dowMi the coaft for a confidcrable extent, 
hoping to find the Royalifts in the force that had been reprefented to 
him j but not one of the concerted fignals, though repeatedly made 
by the different (hips, w'as anfwcrcd from the fhore. Not know¬ 
ing how to account for this circumftancc, and in obedience to his 
orders, he proceeded toGuernfey, where, in confequcnce of con¬ 
trary winds, he did not arrive till the 25th. His Lordftiip defired 
the Houfc to attend to tlic dates which he had occafion to mention, 
bccaufe the whole of his explanation refted on accuracy in that par¬ 
ticular. While at Giiernfcy, he difpatchcd a number of emiflarics 
in fearch of the Royalift army. He at length learned that the Roy- 
aiifts had made an attack on Granville, hut had been defeated, and 
had retired to the banks qf the Loire. All the French journals and 
newfpapcrs however ftated, that one Column of the Royalift army 
had direded its courfe towards Caen in Normandy. His Lordlhip 
faid, that on confidering the port, which the Royalifts had named 
as the port for him to make, he found that from the peculiar diffi¬ 
culty of accefs and from other circumftanccs it would be impoffiblc 
for him to throw fuccours into it; he thcieforc by his cmiffaries had 
fisnt word to thq Royalifts of the doubts he entertained of being able 
to cfFcdl the purpofe agreed on, and had dirc<Slcd their march to 
another point. While at Guemfey a ftorm arofe, that feparated 
from him half his fquadron and troops. Conceiving, neverthelcfs, 
that the faitli of the Bridfh Government was pledged to the army 
of the Royalifts, he thought it his duty, be the event and confe- 
quence what they might, to lend them every ix>flrible fuccour,which 
his reduced force could adminiftcr. Under the impreflion of this 
idea he put to fca, and after he had left Guemfey he appointed die 
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French fbfF, which had been rendered die fubjed of difeuflion in 
another Houfe of Parliament. He be^cd their Lordfhips to recol¬ 
lect the point of time when this appointment was made, while he 
was expe^ng to land on the coaft of France immediately, and when 
he meant not to join his army to that of the Royalifts, but tocn^ft 
the Rcyalifts forces on thofc which he had under his command. 
When he expeCted, the moment he landed, to have proceeded to 
battle, to find the Royalifts difpirited by defeats, and to have to 
lead them on to inllant conteft, it was imp()fliblc therefore for him, 
with any regard to prudence, to trufi to the chance of fubfequent 
opportunity* He appointed the French fiaff as he liad dated, and 
it confided of two Aids-de-camp, a French Secretary, and a Quar- 
ter-mader General. In having appointed this dafF, he had no hefi- 
tation to fay, that he had not been authorifed by His Majedy’s Mi- 
niders;. he conceived that the nature of his command nccedarily ' 
veded him with a decree of difcretion adequate to the objeCl of the 
dedined fervicc. If, however, it diould be thought by His Ma¬ 
jedy’s Miniders that he had aCled improperly, he defired didinClly 
to be undcrd(XKl, that he took the expenee upon himfclf, and that 
Miniders might, if they plcafed, upon the winding up of his ac¬ 
counts, deduct the whole amount of the e^pcnce. Another matter 
brought intodifeuflion in the other Houfe of Parliament, he under- 
dood had been, that he had appointed French Artillerids. The 
faCt w'as, that the Council who direCted the operations of the Roy- 
alid army had dated to oiur Government, that they had plenty of 
cannon, but that they really did not know how to make ufe of them 
efFcClually for want of proper Artillerids. Confidcring that the 
French had rendered themfclves fo formidable in the field by means 
of their artillery,* his Lordlhip (aid, he thought the circumdance 
worth immediate attention. He wrote without delay to Flanders, 
beggir^ that the army in that quarter would fupply him with as 
many Artillerids as tficy could well fparc. His requifition was in- 
dantly complied .with, and as foon as they arrived they were put 
upon allowance, but their allowance was not included in any pay- 
lid. What could he do Icfs with men, whom he had fent for, 
from an army in which they wxre entitled to condant pay ? After 
fending for them, it would be the height of injudice to have turned 
them adrift, or abandoned them altogether. He w'as forry to fee, 
that among the obfervations made on this matter elfewherc, the 
names of the French officers had been called for. If it had occurred 
to any gentleman in either Houfe to what danger he expofed die 
officers in quedion, their relatives and conncdlions in France, he 
was fuKo he would not have agitated the fubjed, at lead not have 
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defired their names. He was not a little furprifed, that refle(^l;Iun9 ' 
of the fort to which he alluded, had not fuggefted thcmfclvcs to 
gentlemen in general. Poffibly thefe officers might thcmfclvcs with 
dildain and contempt fmile at any difclofurc of their character, fi- 
tuation, and circumftanccs, that could be made; but let it be rc- 
collcdlcd, that they had wives and children in Kiancc, whofc very 
exigence depended on their public condudl. Poffibly they might 
have,niiilnkingly purfued an imprtiper condudl in the firft a*ra of 
the revolution; but whatever might be the fum of their errors, 
th<^ had amply atunctl for all their ihifcondud. (jixi knew, they 
had feen the meafure of their fufferings fully lillcti, and let it not 
be -faid, that the hand of an EngUlh gentleman dirccleil a dagger ti> 
their bread, to incrcafe their pain by adding another wound to the 
many under wiiich their fenfibiliiv was already agoni/.ing. 

The Earl of LAUDEHDAj .1 C f;u<l, it was not lus intention to 
detain their Lordfliips without any motion being b-t'! e the 1 foufe; 
but he thought it ncccffiiry to rife, in il'.c'bcliaU' of thole, who in 
another Houfeof Parliunicni had agiMted the matters rcfcircd to by 
the noble Earl, in order that when the noble Ivarl thonj;!';; it iwcf- 
fary to favour their J.ordlhlns v\itb the explanaiion whieh tltev had 
judheard, he; might take the fame opj.j'atuniry of dcchir!.:^. th it it 
had never (Kcuvred r<j an lionourablc friend an.'l relation, -d in in 
another place to invedigate the lime, ilic moii\or dt - jnii' •; '.cs 
on whicli the noble Earl had ap)X)infcd foreigners <at th'* llalT .-- itis 

army. He gave fo mueli credit to tlic higli n;ili;.uy ’ .., 

known ability, and great talents of the ncAde ii'aii, th... !. . . .r 

imagine he would take any meafure of a drong i;,iiure, ..... . -n ■ 

able upon the taec vf it, without being able to all' n, :i ■ i1, i'? 

lor his conducl. Neither was his hoiioin-.jijlc tVi. r.. :■.( '-i .. i.i.i'cd 
by a wilh tr> depreciate the merit of the * rcnch onk-' ' v • • .lO. iiion, 
miUch lefs to drawdown upon their relatives and e Jiituc • -..if in 
France the iiK laneholy and fatal confcqucnccs alluded to In « ■ oble 
Farl, which he as mueit as any man mud dread and dcp'n;i c. Had 
thofe W'iio fpe>kc ujx>n the fubjc^l elfcwherc, received as candid and 
as liberal an anfwer from Minifters to a plain quelu. n put to them 
tn a way pcrfce^ly parliamentary, as the noble Earl had juft given, 
fure he W'as, that they wftmld have been fati.sficd, and the matter 
wftuld have been fet at red. But Miniders, fo iar from deigning 
^ to aflfbrd the Icad^infurmatiun on the fubjedt, h-iJ adcClcd an oflfen- 
live and infulTerablc hauteur, and perdfting in a fullen and myderi- 
oui filence, would not give a dngle word of anfw’cr, and thence had 
excited , thofe conditutional jealoudes and fufpieions, which a diort 
immediate explanation would have prevented. His Lorddiip 
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reminded the Houfe of the critical and dangerous lituatlon of public 
affairs, and oblcrvcd that at fuch a moment it became Mcipbers of ‘ 
Parliament, and moft cfpccially Members of .the other Houfe, to 
watch every public tninfadlion witli the mofl: jealous attention, and 
to fhew thcmfelvcs fcnfibly ali\'c to every matter that bore the ap¬ 
pearance of infringonicnt either on the laws or the Cunftltution. 

IxjrdCiRliNVILL!'’. faicl, he v.’:is fa.r from meaning unncccl!a> 
rilv to go into a debate fo irr g'ilarly as when there no queftion 
before the Houfe i but he mull beg to be allowed to exprefsthe high 
fenfe he Ciitertained of the very ii.t.lKrly conduit of the noble Earl, 
who in ff) f.wr, lo lilxnil, and fo manly a manner had taken upon 
bimfdf the rdjM)nf\bility for a line of fi,r\’Ice, as wife, as able, and 
as judicious as (‘\er had been adopted in a trull of fuch imin^rtancc. 
Put liberal av the noble Earl had been that day, he muft allow 
otlrcrs to lay ('burn, in fomc E'rt, to fairnefs and liberality, and to 
take u}x>n them the whole of the refponfibility, f<) handfomely 
claimed by tin- nob!'- f-urd for ilic meafuves he had purfued. Lord 
Cr 'uville* deeb.red, I'.e fpokc for Jumfelf and in behalf of His Ma- 
jcllv's Govrrnuu.!ii in general, when he defireJ to be confidcred as 
f ully refj t'nlible f- .j; every part of the tranfaclion dated by the noble 
Earl, Wirit rq-ird to v’oaf h;ul pafiod in another place, perhaps 
*if thofe, w!io hmi there brought the matftr under difcuffion, had 
piwn thcinil-l ves time to make liwjfe refieclions which the noble Earl 
had fo projxrl', liinrcd at, as tlie ])robable confequcnccs of tliree in¬ 
quiries tliev bad feemed delirous to provoke, they wiiuld from mo¬ 
tives of h 111 nanit- have forlxiine. 


The b'nrl of (jL'1 LHEORl) laid, fbe Houfe might Ivc alfured, 
that he would not artempt to*fpcak Imig, witlumt a queftionto argue 
upon; but he coujd not help faying, that he differed totally from 
the noble Lord, hl-rh in olfiec, as to the impropriety of perfons in 
another Houfe of P.iiiiamcnt taking notice, asfoon as they heard 
that foreign cflit'crs were put upon fuch an cftablirtiment in a Britifti 
army as entitled them to receive pay while in England. There 
could not he two opinions relative to the iileg-ality of landing foreign 
troops in Engl uvl, witliour the knowledge or confent of Parliament. 
But witli refpeU to the fubject in quellion, had the fame fair and 
liberal cxplanatitjn as the n(^blo Earl hail favoured the Houfe with, 
been given by Miniders clfewhcrc, all fartlicr inquiry would have 
ceafed. There could not exid in any man’s mind a w ifh to provoke 
or induce thedital confequcnces ahuded to by the noble Earl; but 
the explanJltion once given, there could fearccly remain a difference 
of fentiment on the fubjecl. 
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The OTder of the day was difchafigcd, a new order made for their 

Lordihips to be fuminoned ibr Monday, and the Houfe immediately 
adjourned. 

Mondayi I'jth February. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE faid. My Lords, I do af- 
furc your Lordihips that it is with no perfonal fatisfa<Stion I rife to 
make the motion which I now hold in iny hand. I ux>uld have 
Tnluiitely preferred to fee it come from thofc whofe information on 
the fubje^, and whofe influence in this Houfe would have infured 
its fuccefs. I would have particularly w ilhcd to have feen it in the 
hands of Minillers, becaufe I am anxious only for the objcdl, and 
have no perfonal feeling to gratify. I have deferred it, in ho{^s, 
at Icaft, that it w'ould have been taken up by feme Lord of more 
enuncncc, and of more confidcration than myfelf; and I ihould 
have been happy to have fcconded it, come from what quarter it 
might, without any regard to party or faction ; happy I Ihould have 
been to have allowed to them all the gratitude which it would have 
excited in the breads of their country j for, however high the tone 
and language of men may be for a moment, I am convinced that 
the real fentimentof the kingdom is in favour of peace, and that 
they who fliould be th^ means of obtaining that bleflhig, would 
cordially receive the tliniiks of every' thinking man. 1 fay, then, 
my Lords, that 1 Ihould have been ready to fupport any ncble Lord 
who ihould have made the motion ; and 1 have deferred it fu long 
only in hopes of having feen it in other hands. But inllcad of this, 
iecing the inimenfu preparations that are making for a continuance 
of the war, feting tlic volume of engagements into which wc have 
entered with foreign Powers, the enormous arrangements that arc 
making in every department, and the folemn declarations that we 
have made, and arc dally making, of perfevcrancc, 1 do think it 
high time that your l.ordlhips fliould deliberate for one moment, in 
order jufl to inquire into the caufe and tlic obje<St of our purfuit. I 
do nut mean, my Lords, to exonerate the calamities to which the 
war has given rife ; 1 do not mean to excite any fpirit of difeontent. 
4 . mean to draw your Lordihips to a cool and temperate rcflcflion 
on the crifls. 1 will endeavour to avoid every thing that looks like 
afperity of obfervation, all harflincfs of language, all violence of 
debate; I will not fur a moment detain you by any animadverfion 
on the condudil of the war, though undoubtedly if the war is to be 
perfifled in, its condu^ mufl: undergo your ferutiny; but it Is my 
deflre to confine myfelf to the prefent flatc of things, and to draw 
your Lordihips’ attention tlib fuiglc fubjc<^'—wliat is the obje^ 
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of the war, and what are the means by which we hope to aocom- 
pli(h it ? Though undoubtedly other noble Lords would have been 
able to have entered into the confideration of this topic with more 
ability than myfelf, yet I truft that yoi!t will pay attention to my 
faifls, whatever indulgence you may give to my arguments, and my 
rcafoning on them; for, my Lords, if ever there was a fubjcflthat 
called for the deliberate attention of mankind, and particularly of 
)'our Lordihips, as you involve by your dccillon die fate of mil¬ 
lions, it is the prefent. I will not enlarge in the fhape of decla¬ 
mation i I will not nddrefs myfelf to your pafTions : but what, my 
Lords, mud be the feelings of a burdened nation, when diey fee 
thirteen millions of money voted by their reprefentatives, towards 
the continuance of this war, without even a hngle confideration be¬ 
ing taken of the merits of the caufe, when they fee this done on the 
mere pretext of a French pamplilct! Such is the melancholy fefl; 
for tliough Miniders have already, in the Ihort fitting of the pre¬ 
fent fedion, drawn this fum from the pockets of the people, all the 
grounds upon which they have gone, all the arguments they have 
ufed, all the explanations they have given to their country, are ex- 
rraids from a French pamphlet. They have laid, indeed, bundles 
of papers upon the table, fubfidiary treaties with foreign States, 
which may be culled bonds, judgements, and mortgages on the 
'edate of every man in this oruntry ; but v^thout entering into any 
examination of the principles on which it is undeihikcn, or the ob- 
jcdl which is in view', other than a few comments on the pamphlet 
of M. Brifl'ot. My T.ords, the people of Great Britain are not 
likely to think tlx fentiments of a Angle individual, and that indi¬ 
vidual the member of a fadliun that w as crudicd at the time of his 
writing, a good ground fur pArpetuating the horrois of an unexplain¬ 
ed war. I'he f^idlion of Briifot was overthrown, as the prefent 
fadliun may be overthrown ; and inflammatory pamphlets, by the 
partifans of each fuoceflive fadlion, may fumifli pretexts for the 
continuance of hodilitics, if fuch wretched pretexts are to be con- 
fidcred as legitimate grounds of war. After two campaigns, the 
lad of which has* been, in truth, the mod difadrous, both in the 
cdufion of blood and in the wade of treafure, that the modem 
wrorld has fulFcrcd, it will not be umvorthy of your Lordihips to 
paufe fur a moment, and, before you involve Europe in the hor¬ 
rors of a third, to inquire into the fuccefs of the pad. ' I fpcak the 
heartfelt fentiment of every man of every country, that the campaigns 
have been as unfortunate, as to the objeid, as they have been me¬ 
lancholy in regard to the facrificc of blood and treafure. No pom¬ 
pous declaration can recoiKile you to falfchood. Our failure is 
1 
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. afcertalned by numkind, and is a mflltcr of hiftory. It now comes 
therefore to be the queHion, whether the inmimcniblc treaties that 
we have made, are calculated to turn the tide of misfortune, and 
to fecurc to us the rational hopes of fuccefs in the campaign that is 
to aimc. I have no heiitation in faying, that, as far as my feeble 
judgement can determine, we have no more probability of fuccefs 
now than before. If wc arc to draw wifdom from the experience 
of ages, your Lordfhips will not difdain the tefti monies that have 
been borne, by the ableft Generals that the world ever faw, againft 
the line of war in which we are involved. Fn)m the illuilrious 
Duke of Marlborough, down to General Lloyd, the laft officer 
who has written on the fubjed:, the opinion of all the men of great 
military talents^ of Europe has been, that an attempt to penetrate 
France through its garrifoned frontiers is impradlicablc \ and that 
it is madnefs fo to atnick it. This is the unif<jrm, unanimous 
opinion of military men, and tlris opinion has been, moft unfortu¬ 
nately for the allies, verified by the fate of the two laft campaigns. 
Let us fee wliat was the line of the war; the firft attack was made 
by the line of Champagne; the fccond by Lifle; the third by Straf- 
boing ; and thefe three attacks have been made under men of the 
greateft talents, and of the greateft military fame in Europe. Of 
ffie Duke of Brunfwiek-it w^as impofiiblc to fpeak in terms of panc- 
gj'ric too lofty ; his retrcAit had fubjcdlod him to the moft cruel rc- 
flcflions; it is attributed to his want of management; w'hcreas, 1 
can take upon me, my Lords, to fay, on the concurring evidence 
of every military man with whom I have converfed, that his re¬ 
treat from Champagne was highly honourable to his military talents. 
'It was the natural refult of an attempt to penetrate the kingdom of 
France ; and you fee that the fame far^ has followed the two fubfe- 
quent attempts. Did Clairfayt fare better at Lifle ? Has Cobourg 
fared better? Has Wurmfer fared better ? All thefe officers, the 
higheft in reputation, all bred in the beft military fehools of Europe, 
have had the liime fortune. I forbear to g(j farther, for icafons 
that will be obvious to your Lordfliips j but I might purfuc the 
queftiun, without any hazard of finding an exception in any of the 
other attempts that have been made by other Commanders ; and 
wc are now beginning a third campaign after this melancholy expe¬ 
rience. But it feems a new officer, of middle rank, has formed a 
new plan, upon which all the Cabinets of Europe reft their hopes, 
and up(Hi which wc are again to hazard the lives of our fcllow'- 
creatures. My Lords, I will riot affeft to difpute with the Cabi¬ 
nets of Europe on the queftion of the new prujctSl fuggefted by this 
diftingiulhed offico*, in whom th^ affect to have fucii confidence. 
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Genius is undoubtedly not (^fined toany rank ; add I have found, 
in the courfe of the experience that I have had in the militaiy prol^ 
feflion, many inftance^ of the high and meritorious fervices per>* 
formed by officers of the middle ranks. It certainly, however, is 
a received opinion in the military fcicncc, that the proper fpherc of 
their fervicc is in operations, fubfervient to the main deiign, where 
vigour and rapidity of execution are required. All the received 
doi£trincs of the military fchool aflign Co long experience the province 
of deiign. It is nut certainly a novel thing to find in the military 
profeflion, as we find in every other pr»>fcffion, men of fuch zeal 
and warmth, as to foiin the moll fanguine plans, to undertake the 
moft impnjbable adventures. What malady was there ever found 
fo great, but fomc phylioian would be found to undertake your cure I 
What cafe was there ever fo abftrufc and intricate, but foine lawyer 
vrould promife to bring you through ? I am not therefore fo piuch 
aftonilhed that we llioukl lind an officer fuggefting a now plan, (Co¬ 
lonel Mack’s new project) as to foe the credulous avidity with which 
if is embraced, and the implicit confitlcncc that is given to it. It 
is furcly of confejpicnce to jour I.ordfhips, to look back to the only 
rational grouml iH)on wlueh any cfllmatcof fiicrefs can be made— 
the experience that we h.ivc liad already. Wc arc told that Flanders 
his been favod ; let us inquire into the fact: Flanders was loft by 
one battle, and regained hv ano'^hcr. If iliis experience is good for 
any thing, if ought to tench j'ou that the fate of h landers depends 
ii(ion a tingle battle, and that it uiaj be loft bj' the next wliich ihall 
Inppcn. A little of the I'ecrct hiftorv of the Lift * impaign would 
altli fhew j'ou, th.it the lofs of Flanders fo the Ficneh was the re- 
fult of the animofitics of private faC*lion, which, there as well as 
here, firft gave to Diimourq^T tlie alceiidant over one of the parties, 
and fubjeefed him to the triumph of a another. To tlic animuiities 
of thefc factions rniy bo attributed their failure by the defection of 
Duniourier. But the rcfult i»f thefc animoiitics has at Icngtli given 
to the Government of Fr.ince more formidable |iower than ever was 
poirclfcd by my State ; and jou ought to look at the confcqucnccs 
which are likely u> folliivv from your keeping up in Francce that en- 
thufiafin of fpirit ami energy of execution which they at prefent dif- 
play. You w ill run the hazard of eftablifliing tn the centre of Eu- 
n)pc a military Republic ; you will cheriih and confirm a fpirit, tliat 
it will be imp.^ftiblc for Europe afcei wards to extinguiftt. You 
will give a new turn to their thoughts, a new puiiuit, a new genius, 
a new character to the people. J.rord Bolingbroke fays in his works, 
that all the Spanifh Sratefmcn with whom he cimverfcd faid of 
Piiilip, that they would have been able to have made him a gpod 
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Spaniard, but fcff the provocatictn whi^ he met with, and whidi 
’confirmed him French. Thus, if we perfeverc to goad, to attack, 
and to hunt the French, we (hall only confirm, never to be rooted 
out, a mUitaiy Republic in the very heart of Europe. And do not 
let us proudly conceive, that our combination will make us formi¬ 
dable, becaufc it is oppofed to a fingle people, w'hen we iharpen 
talents by irrafeibility, when wc infiamc the natural energies of the 
, foul, W'hen we call forth and roufc every faculty of nature; while 
every individual man becomes a God, the confequcnccs arc not to 
be calculated by the arithmetic of common events. And fuch has 
ever been the experience of ages. Great moments have always 
produced great men, and great aflions. The time f>f confli£l is 
the time in which Nature feems to delight in lier grandeft produc- 
.tions. From the Grecian Republics, down even to our modern 
hiftory, the moft rcfplcndent powers of man have been flicwn in 
the times of the greatefi imminence. The prefent, therefore, is a 
fchool for Frenchmen ; every ytAitl'i devotes hiinfelf to the caufe of 
liberty, and thus a^lively engaged on the grand feene, all the 
powers of his foul take a warlike direction ; it becomes a falhion, 
and the whole of the rifing generation are educated in the military 
art. Not, my Lords, us our youth arc educated to the military 
art, as one only of the pnjfeflions in which they may rife to emi¬ 
nence or diftindtion ; buf tlie enthufiafm of war enters into the 
, heart only from the enthunafm of liberty ; and the whole country 
is taught to feel that their only (iccupation, their only paflion, ought 
to be arms, becaufc their only goiul, their only hlcfiing, is inde¬ 
pendence. Such is llic war in which we arc engaged, and in 
which England has taken the lead ; and has become, if I may 
make ufe of the common expreffion, the cat’s paw of Europe ; and 
fuch are the cfTedts which our confederacy is to produce. 

I wifii thxreforc, my Lords, to draw your ctTnlideration to the 
point of honour, of policy, of prudence, and to demand of you, as 
reafonablc men, and as Engliflin'.en, whether you ought to perfevere 
in fuch a war ? Whether, up(jn the principles which are avowed, 
you ought to fuccecd, and whether by the treaties which you hive 
' made, yf)u arc likely to do fo? But above all, 1 wifli you to in¬ 
quire, as Englilhmcn, whether the war is not likely to produce con- 
fequenccs fearful to England, fearful to Eun)pc, fearful to the li¬ 
berty of mankind f And our firft inquiry niuft be, what are the 
treaties and alliances upon which we place our hopes ? I (hall run 
. ;pver them with rapidity, as I think it only necclfary to point out 
Jbme of their leading features, and to (hew you how little rational 
jjll^dence ou^it to be placed in them, Firfi, As to Spain, who 
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will enfurc to us, even for a iingle campaign^ the coi^nuance ot 
our Spanifh alliance ? It is obvious that your views on the Weft- 
India iflands of P'rance throw Spin upon your mercy. All the ob- 
je(^ of your rival intcrcfts \ all tliat contraband trade, which it has 
been fo much your objcift to encourage to her difeontent, all die 
points that have fo long been at iflue between you, fell at once to 
the ground, and you gain the complete afcendancy fo as even to de- 
molift) the foundations of her power. Do yoji flatter yourfclves 
that Spain is blind to all this? Do you believe that flie will tamely 
fee you gain the pofleflion of iflands that muft determine her fate J 
My Lords, yf>u muft not truft to fo unrealbnable a hope; Spin 
cannot have forfaken fo ct)mpletcly her uniform fyftcm. I have the 
higheft rcfpctft for the Spanifli chara(£lcr; noble, manly, candid, 
and opn: the Spaniard is a dignifled charadler ^ but the genius of 
4 s Government is fufpicious; and without defeending to inquire* 
into circumfiance!', that have recently happened at Toulon, without 
inquiring into the differences that have hapjjcncd in more cafes than 
one, without demanding whether unequivocal figns of uncafinefs 
were not manifefted, when they few a ftiipof no guns taken away 
by the Engliih, which they thought belonged in preference to tiicm^ 
as the natural guardians of Louis XVII. and how little fatisfedion 
they found in the flimfy pretext that tifc French chofc rather to be 
under the Engliih pn>tc£tii)n than theirs, P will fimply demand 
whether we can entertain any fubilaiuial confidence in this alliance? 
Our next ally the King of Pruflia, it is obvious that there arc no 
political rein dons wdiich can inlcreft him to tlic continuance of this 
w'ar. All Ids real relations mult lead him the other wav; as the 
head of the Germantic alUance it muft ever be his plicy to refift tho 
a^randizemegt of the Houfc of Auftiia. 'I'hat Germanic alliance 
upon which the liberties of Lurop depends feems for the moment 
to be fecrifleed to this projed againft P'rance; and he is now allied 
‘ with the Houfe of Auftria to accoinplilh an ubjedt w-hich muft ruin 
tlie very cbjctSl of the Germanic league. 1 $ it to be believed that 
the Cabinet of Vienna has changed its objedf, and that Europ has 
no longer any thing to dicad from its unbounded ambition? No 
fuch thing. Your Lordlhips all know the memorable expreftlon of 
the late King of Pruflia, “ I have feen,” fay.s he, “ the Auftrian 
Generals make faults, but the Cabinet of Vienna never makes a 
“ fault.” This Cabinet has been diftinguiflred, not merely by its 
fyftematic ambition, but by its inceflant, uninterrupted ability in 
die profccution of its horrid defigns. In no moment has it ever 
changed, in no moment Iva- it ever abated from its courfe; and 
this pwor, fo rcftlcfs, fo hollilc to every other Government^ which 
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fo recently plotted and was fo near obtaining the mighty obje^i of 
the change of Bavaria, by which alone the liberties of Europe would 
have been demoliflied, we now fee in an unnatural alliance with 
that very liody who are to prevent its dcfigns. Can we believe that 
a thing fo monflrous Mill continue; or tliat the independent Smtes 
of Germany can long be kept fo flupidly blind to thtir petmanent 
intcrefts as to aid and abet the Court of \ ienna in the picftnt war? 
Our next great ally is the Court of RulTia, the coloiTus of Europe ; 
I call the b mprefs of Ruffia the Coloffus of Europe, iny Loids, for 
the beft rcafons, fincc, by her vigoious and ptifcvciiug policy, fhe 
has at length raifed hcifclf to an cnoimous magnitude of power. 
The gixxl fenfe of the Britifh nation uc..ntl) fa\cd us from a profit- 
lefs and impradticahle wai; w'hilc, by the rtiinKful dcri lidion of 
all fyflem, by an unpardonable, not miuh inattention, but I fcir 
countenance of her ambition, they have iulleied her to take poflefa 
fion of all the Weft ot Poland, fo as to make the rock of Oek/.a- 
kow, of itfelf of no value, rcallv «nn important addition to her 
ftrength; and thus has (he been abU to lay the feeds of |x»wcr, the 
future produce ot which it is {xihnps irnfV)(r<blc to calculate. As 
to her alH.mce, we ina) realon fioin her paft conduct what will be 
her future: it is her invaiiiblc pJic) to cmbioil the Soulluin 
powers of Europe, in order* to ishauft them. Wc have coiillanily 
experienced this difpdfttion: ftie endcisourvd lo iutcikrc as a me¬ 
diatrix in the peace of i 78 i only with a drhgn of throwing ob- 
ftniiftions in the way and of retarding the event. It required ad- 
drefs to refift her efforts, and fhc was dilpkafcd at not being permit- 
ted to ufe her gootl oftiics to embioil us. Such his been her cr\ft 
in the prefentwar, inftcadof fending troop*., to aid the confedeuev, 
fhe has bc'n building fortreifes, that, as loon as (he Xees her rivals 
pn>|)cily exhaufted, fhe may be able to attack her devoted vidliin the 
Turk. My lords, it is a fenous coiifidcraiion that )Ou aicthus 
aftifting her projccl, and countenancing the plan of exhaufting the 
finances of ever) btate in Europe, foas to picpaic them for the ge¬ 
neral overthrow which Ihe meditates againft them. 1 can fpeak iiprai 
the moft authentic information, that of merchants who hive recently 


come from the keeneft and moft obfervant mercantile country in 
Europe, that the rcfourccs of the Emprefs, in min and money, 
are inexhauftiblc, and that they go beyond the calculation of all men 
not intimately acquainted with the foundations of her power. Our 
nextally tube confidered isrHolland. Holland, that was dragged 


iilo the confederacy by us againft her own better judgement; Hoi- 
0 x 1 , that has been m^c the cat's paw of the cat's paw. What aid 
Ipe we-^dy to obtain from the Dutch? Tliough fo formidable a 
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maritime power,- have they fent a fingfe fhip to fea? As to their 
army, 1 forbear to fpcak; I will not repeat all the ftufF that has 
been told in the ncwfpapcrs of their condu^. If it be trtie that they 
difplayed any backwardnefs, it only exhibits a ftriking example of the 
.difference that there is in the conduit of men when engaged in dc- 
fonce of their own liberties, and when drawn in to fight againft 
Others. There is another ally, the King of Sardinia, from whom 
jccrtainly much cannot be expeiSted. As to the fufpicion which fome 
^ow or anotlicr has gone abroad that it would be his inclination to 
continue the w'ar for the fake of the fubfidy that we give him, it is 
afperfion to»which I cannot* give credit. The King of Sardinia 
u believe to be an honeff man; but he is woak and exhauffed ; he 
^annot do us fcrvice. It was always an opinion that, though he 
^iglit be a finall check upon France, and might be ufefully em- 
iphived in the way of diverfion, juft as the French may hold out the 
terror of an invafion to us, he could never crofs the Var to any good 
jpurpofe. I remember this w'as the opinion of Mr. Grenville, and 
|it li.js been uniformly proved by experience. Such are the alliances 
..of England! And uiion this heterogeneous confederacy, of interefrs 
,"fo inimical to each other, of powers actuated by no common motives, 
jied to each other by no friendfliip, do we rely for fuccefs in this 
War. Is it to be expected that they can keep together? Is it to be 
believed that an objcCl that has never been defined, in which no two 
of them agree, nay, which is ftated to be diametrically (»ppofitc, as 
ioften as they tr}' to define it, ftvali yet perform the miracle of keep¬ 
ing dowm all their old anirnofitics, ftifling their jealoufics, tecondl- 
Ing their differences, fmoothing their mutual afperities, and rofolv- 
||ng them all into a mafs of fortnidable and pcilc(Sl union ? If, my 
p^ords, you can rationally believe th ttthis miracle will be performed 
you may attach hopes to any feheme that may be prefented to you 
Ifor the farther prt^refs of the war. I c<.»nfcfs, my Lords, that it 
'does not enter into my imagination that the league c.an endure to 
tony gorxl purpofe, but that it will foon be found tliat the artful am¬ 
bition of two of the courts maintains it only until their rivals are 
bxhaufted. In the. mean time it is manifeft that none of them have 
money, except only that power that has taken care to give you no 
other aid than promifes, and that the whole burden has fallen and 
Is to fall upon the people of En^and. Our next point, my Lords, 
is to look at our condu6; to neutral jwwcrs ; and hem, iny Lords, 
1 muff lay it down as a political maxim, that W'hatever lyffcm a 
nation may adopt for itfelf, however profufc it may be of its own 
exiffence, no nation has a right to di<Sfate a fyftcm to another. 
Tlicre is no country In Europe that ought more rcligioufly to aft 
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upon this principle than England, fince there is no country that* 
could be more endangered by the violation of this right. I fear 
that we have loft by our condudl towards neutral nations fomething 

more valuable even than our blood j we have loft our honour. 

>• 

Every other lofs we might have borne, wc might have retrieved ;, 
but the latcft pofterity will pafs judgement uiwn us in rcf|>e(ft to the 
outrages that wc have committed upon neutral powers. I will read 
to your Lordihips a few extnwfts from the diplomatic correfpondence 
of the pr^ent war \ I will not detain you long, for I (hall only read 
to you the harih words, the pointed cannon which you have ufed 
againft independent States, merely becaufe they were, weak and you 
w’ere outrageous. Here the noble Marquis went fuccinttty into a 
recapitulation of the correfpondence that palTcd between Lord Hcr- 
vey and the Court of Florence, and of our other Minifters with 
Sweden, Denmark, SwjtT/Crland, and America. On the 2ad of 
May, Lord Hervey' fent his firft note intimating the arrival of a 
Spaniih and Englifli fquadmn in the Mediterranean; he received 
for anfwcr from the Miniftcr of the Cirand Duke a rcfpedlful decla¬ 
ration, that His Royal Ilighnefs w'as determined to maintain a ftri(^ 
and unchangeable neutrality, "fo this Lord Hervey made a reply, 
expreflive of his aftoniftunent, but declaring that he would make 
know'll the anfwcr to %c Court of St James's. Yet to prove that 
he had received* his inftruQion.s, and th-at this young l.(Ord did not 
act from felf, he forthwith difpatchcd a circular letter to-all the other 
Minifters in Italy, making known this declaration of the Grand 
Duke, and conveying it in terms harfti and infulting. After this, on 
the 8th of Oclober, he prefented a memorial in w'hieh he jicrcmp- 
torily called upon Ilis Royal Highnrfs to difinifs the French Mini¬ 
ftcr 'A’khin twelve hours, or Lord Hood wouhLlximbard i.eghorn. 
Such was our coiuludt (o the brother of the Knfpcror, our ally; fuVli 
was our outrage to an independant State, as diftant from every prin¬ 
ciple of policy as it was from decency, and from the law of nations. 
One would think that a (hort recollc^ion of the I-atc quick fucccflion 
of Monarchs in the I (oufe of Auftria might hive taught Minifters 
the w'ifdom of forbearance from fo grofs an infult. 1 believe, faid 
the noble Xxird, that it is a received opinion among thofe who are 
attached to Courts, and who have the beft means of judging, that 
obligations conferred on Princes, fervices I mean, are ufually, if 
not conftantly, foi^tten i but that infults and injuries never are. 
It is a -^ll-known anecdote that the late Kmg of Spain never ftir- 
got, nor fbigave, the bombardment of Naples. And it was as oppo- 
lite in national policy, as in Court policy; for never was there any 
article in aiw treaty mure beneficial to England, than that in the 
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treaty of Worms, dedarif^ Leghorn a free port. Our attempt on 
Sweden, Denmark, and Switzerland, were of the fame nature. 

’ But to (hew that there was no fyilem other than that of determined 
outrage, in all our attacks we made ufe of different pretences. He 
praifed the anfwcr of M. de l^emllorf, Miniller of Denmark, as 
one of the fineil: cfTays on the righ^M;>f independent States that he 
• ever faw*; he recommended it to imdents in politics as a lefTon; 
and he fpoke with equal, if not higher, praife of the wifdom, mo> 
deration, and temper difplayed by the Canton of Berne. If all the 
world were inundated* with folly, wifdom would retire and take 
fhelter in the Canton of Berne. But our treatment of all' other 
neutral poij^rs, was nothing in comparifon with that which we had 
Ihewn towards America; our After people; our natural child ; our 
friend, who fpoke our language ; tied to us by every aftcdllon: our 
c<jndu£l to America had been marked with more than common out> 
rage, he was afraid with blaekncfs of guilt, that he almoft fhuddered 
to examine. He w’as almoft afraid to fpeak out, but it was a duty 
incumbent upon every one of their Lordfhips to endeavour in feafon, 
to prevent, if pofliblc, the horrors to which the atrocities that he 
alluded to led the way. He did not fpeak merely of the order of 
the 6th of November, an order made without confulting the Ame¬ 
rican merchants; but by what fubtlety had it happened that the Al- 
^rines had been made to declare againft the Americans? Was there 
no fufpicinn that the Indians, who had been called the arms which 
God and nature had put into our hands, had been let loofc upon the 
States r He had no doubt but to thefe queftions Minifters would be 
provided with ready diplomatic anfwcrs. But it was for the conft- 
dcration of their Lordlhips, and of every generous mind in the king¬ 
dom, to exprefs, in time to prevent confcquenccs, their abhorrence 
at the very idea of fuch a fyft?m. No power on earth, the Canton 
of Berne itfclf, could diijplay rriore true wifdom, more dignified 
moderation, than had Mr. Waftiington and the Government of 
America. He hsid difplayed, ftiall I fay (fays he) the grandeur of 
a Monarch; he difplayed all the virtues, all the wifdom of an ho- 
neft and an enli^tened man; he difdained to follow the example of 
thofc who not merely act upon tl\e popular cry, but who raife a cry 
in order that they may aift iqion it; he oppofed himfclf to the mad- 
nefs of the moitient, and fecured to the people of America the blef- 
fings of peace, in fpitc of chemfclvcs. What is the confequcnce? 


* Vide Collection of official Papers on the W.ir, printed uni¬ 

formly to bind With the Parliamentary Rcgiller, to which it is a proper 
Supplement. 



Tile reflexion has proved to them the wifdom of their Government, 
vhich iias ccdle<£ted ftrength and lability by the meafure. Thus, 
whether wc Idok to our confederacy on the one hand, or to the ncu- * 
tral powers that wc had irritated- on the other, ho faw nothing very 
promifing in our future profped?. The confederacy, as he had 
faid, w-as almoft utterly deftit^ of money. Holland itfelf was low 
in credit. A lottery by which tliw hoped to borrow a fum of mo¬ 
ney at five per cent, had failed, though almoft all their debt bore 
only two and a half. Spain had ilfucd 16 millions of rix dollars in 
paper money (about three mllltuns ftcrling,) and the exchange had 
lowered twenty per cent. On the excliangc of Amftcrdam there 
were blank certificates in circulation from cvciy^ one of the powers at 
war. Not a guinea was advanced upon any of them, except perhaps 
Ruflia. Great Britain alone was to he the paymafter, and to fur- 
ni(h the funds for all. Were wc to look forward to a mifcrablc 
Weft-India iflandor two as an indemnity: He reprobated the idea. 
Wlicn America was ours, the Weft Iralia ifiatids were valusfble; 
but things had now taken a very ditTcrent courfe: and he was mucli 
miftakcn if we fhouUl have rcafon to l)oart of our poUcflions in the 
Weft Indies as valuable. It is wxU knov/n that Jamaica had been 
forced to open her ports to America in order to procure a fnpply of 
ftorcs; and wlicn we talked tjf indemnity for the French Weft In¬ 
dia iflamls, it beliove<l us to look to tl\e meafurcs \vhirh they w'ould 
naturally adopt. 

Our polfcflton of a part of St. Domingo had already given rife 
to a very long edi(ft on ihc part of the French Government, in- 
which they rcfolved to give freedom and arms to the blacks, as a 
means of war. Would not tliis fpread and be contagious ? and 
was it not likely that we ihould ftxm fed the Weft-India iflands a 
burden on Great Britain, when they ‘might find the monopoly of 
our market of advantage to them, but when it 'would be a ferious 
detriment to us ? Let us not then, he faid, purfue tlic idea of this 
pitlfiil indemnity to our own ruin! the ftagnaticn of our domeftic 
induftry, and of our national capital, for only one year, was %vorth 
more tliaii the fee fimplu of any of their iflands jn point of fub- 
ftantial benefit to the empire. The Frendi looked upon us as the 
prime mover of the confederacy, as its foul, and head ; all their ef¬ 
forts were therefore clearly dircdled againft us; they had turned 
themfelves to their marine ; and wc all knew, from the experience 
of what they had done in that way in the time of Louis XIV. what 
great things they were capable to atchieve. And what was the ob- 
jed that we had in view in all this, he called upon their Lordlhips, 
to fay if they could define it ? Had it ever yet been defined ? To 
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fered from one another, the noble Marquis took a ihort view of all 
. of them as they had fuccdlively appeared. 

The ftrft manifefto v/u the Duke of Brunfwick's. In that m<s 
morable document the only objefl of the war is Hated to be the wet-. 
fare of France ; the people, however, of which country are not at 
liberty to obey any laws except thofe 'madc by the King. In this 
manifedo it is aiTcrted that 

** The city ofParis and all its inhabitants, without di(lin£lion, (hall be 
called upon to fubmit inflaotly and without delay to the King, to (et that 
Prince at full liberty, and to enfure to his, and to all his Royal perfons, 
that inviolability and refpeiSt which are due, by the laws of nature and of 
nations, Mb^wereigns: their Imperial and Royal Majeftics making psr* 
fonally refpt^ble tor all events, on pain of loling their heads purfuant 
to militanr trials, without hopes of pardon—>all the Meipbers of the Na« 
tional Aflembly, of the Depamneur, of the Di(lri£ts of the Municipality, 
and of the National Guards of Paris, Juftices of Peace, and others whom 
it may concern ; and their Imperial and Royal Majeflies farther declare, 
on their faith and word of Emperor and King, that if the Palace of the 
Thuilleries be forced or infiilted—if the lead violence be offered, the Icall 
outrage done to their Majefties, the King, the Queen, and the Royal 
Family, if they be not immediately placed in fafety and fet at liberty, they 
will “ indidf on thofe who fliall dclcrvc it the mod exemplary and ever 
memorable avenging punilliments, by giving up the city of Paris to mili> 
tary execution, andexpoiing it to total dedrudion, and the rebels who 
fliall be guilty of illegal rciidancc, (hall Aider the punifliineots which 
they fliall have deferved.’* 

To this paper the name of Brunfwick is inferibed. All that I 
can fay is, that it was not that fame Brunfwick fo loved, fo honour¬ 
ed, fo revered by his own fubjcdls. He, I am fure, could alone 
have (igned it in his official capacity. For the dreadful elTciHs ot 
this execmble manifcfto the allies arc anfworablc before God and 
man; and I really think that ^very cruelty which has been pra^ifed 
in France deduces its origin from thofe powers who arc leagued 
againft that countn* 

The fecond mantfeffo of the Duke of Brunfwick, was merely 
for the pur[X>fe of enforcing the firft. The next in order, was the 
Prince of Cobourg’s proclamation of the 4th of May. In this pro¬ 
clamation, the Bsiace exprcfsly dates tliat the objed of the allies is 
to rcftorc tlie Conditution of 1789. In four days, however, af¬ 
terwards, on the 8th of May, a fecond proclamation was publilhed 
, by the Prince of Cobourg in which he declares that the fird contain- 
; ed only his pcr(bnal opinion, though he had in fa<£l pofitively pledged 
I the faith of the allies in it. Such is the fate of declarations! 

The next proclamation was General Wurmfer’s, inwliichhe 
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ilHeff, liot (hathe haii tdcen*po(&flion of a prt of Atface (or Lewis 
the 1 7^ but for the Emperor. After General Wurmfer’s procla- 
xnation, came one from Lord Hood, promifing the reftoration of • 
^ Conftitution of 1789. A declai-ation was afterwards published 

on the 29lh of Oftober, i793» in the Gaxette—-But this cotitaips 
fio point, and is vague, loofe and uncertain. General G’Hani’s 
proclamation is more conliftent and more open ; but the contradio 
tion between that and Lord Hood’s declaration is extreme. The' 
latter promifesthc reftoration of the Conftitution of 1789, the for¬ 
mer talks only of the reftoration of Monarchy and of an indemnity. 
If God were to flicw his finger fioin Heaven, he could not have 
pointed out a more fignal mode of vengeance, th.an the njanner in 
which we had been forced to retreat fnnu I'oulon. But did the 
Spaniards make any declarations fimilar to thole of the Englifti ? 
No—This I ftiould think would l-e fufficient to prove the incon¬ 
gruous nature of the parts of which the con Order.* ey is compofed. 

Is the reftoration of the old Govenimcnt France, the ohjcdl 
of the war ? If it be, how can the old Gove rnment be defined— 
It was a worn-out Government, and, though I have often converfed 
witli enlightened Frenchmen on the fuhjcci, I never could procure 
a definition of what the old Government was—I remember a fpecch 
of the late Lord Chatham to me wdicn I was a young man—He 
aiked me on my return from France, about the fttiiation of that 
country, and he madc'ufe of thefe W(jrds, “ When I was inyfelf 
at Dijon, I faw an order ftuck up on the part of the King—Turn¬ 
ing the corner of the ftreet, I faw another order on the part of the 
Parliament, forbidding the execution of tlie King’s order. From 
that moment I was furc that the French Government could not 
laft.” 

n 

When we had poflcftTion of I'oulcn we had indeed a fine oppor- 
ftonity of creating a powerful intereft in France jn our favour. The 
old Government of Toulon w’as founded on dcmocratical principles. 
It contained a third eftatc. If you hud given the Toulonefc this 
form of Government, you would have attached them to you inftead 
of alienating their minds by a mode of eonduiS fo replete with con- 
tiadidlions, that they could not rely upon any oftne promifes that 
were held put to them. 

Wliethcr, therefore, it was the old Government, or what it was 
wc had in view, it was impoftlble to conjc<Slure; and certainly it 
would not be unworthy their confidcration to endeavour if poftTible 
to make out and explain to the world a fpecific end that we had in 
view. Even the beft advocates for ariftocracy were of this'opinion. 
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Mallet du Pan, one of the moft ^rcible writers againft' the French, 
has not heritated to fay, that by not having a clear fpedric objefl in 
view, all hope of conqueft is demolifhed. His words are thefe—« 

The idea that force alone is fuiiicient to fubjcft a nation, is worthy 
only of the gafconaders in politics. The poffible fubjc^lton which ought 
to be Ibught, and which, by undermining the bafis of ferocious anarchy, 
would prevent new revolutions, mull be the rcfult of force, united with 
perfuanon. Without this union, war may continue to torment, but 
cannot fubduc, France. It may exhauit the refourcea of the Conven- 
rion, but will afford the means of producing others. Should it effoEt 
inter nal ^ ivifions. it would then but parcel out the Republic, under the 
ruins ofmimh the commerce and credit of France, and the balance of 

S ower would be entombed ; whiit- the partition, by exciting the cupi- 
ity of neighbouring nations, would produce fifty years of war and tax¬ 
ation. 

** The chief obflacle at prefent to this empire of opinion, is ignorance* 
The intentions of the combined Powers being kept in iny fiery, their ene¬ 
mies, 1 fay again, find in this my fiery an incxhaudible fourcc of rehft- 
ancc. It aids them in ripening prejudice, llipporting popular error, 
giving effect to public phrenzy, and counteracting the terror of the allied 
armies, by the dread of the confcqucnccs which would refult from their 
I'uccefs.” 

Such is the opinion of this writer ; and without fuggefting terms 
to the Executive Power, it was the noble Lord’s opinion, that this 
countty fhould hold forth a moil libcral«and generous conduit to 
France ; the fame fort of gcnen>fity which France fhewed to Eng¬ 
land, during the civil wars of Henry Ill. and which Hume fo finely 
deferibes, ought to be an example to us in tlie prefent moment. 
Hume, fpcaking of Louis IX. during the dreadful civil wars that 
ravaged England under Henry III. fpcaks of him as follows; 

a 

“ Whenever this Prince iftterpofed in Englifh affairs, it was always 
with an intentioiwuf compofing the difference between the King and nis 
nobility ; he recommended to both parties every' peaceable and reconcile 
ing mcafurc; and he ufed his authority with the Earl of Leicefter, his 
native fubjeCi, to bend him to a compliance with Hcniy. He made a 
treaty with England at a time when the dillraCtions of that kingdom were 
at the greateft height, and when the King’s authority was totally annihi¬ 
lated ; and flh^terms which he granted might, even in a more profpe* 
rous ^atcof their affairs, be deemed reafonablc and advantageous to the 
Bnglifli. He yielded up ibmc territories which had been conquered from 
PoiCfou and Guienne; he enfured the jicaccable poficinon of the latter 
province to Henry; he agreed to pay that Prince a large fum df money ; 
and he only required that the King (Itould, in .return, make a final 
ceffion of Normandy, and the other provinces, which he could never 
entertain any hopes of recovering by force of arms. This ceffion was 
ratified by lieory, by his two fons and twodaughters, andby theKing 
of the Romans, and his three ions. Leiccfler alone, cither moved by a 
vain arrogance, or defirous to ingratiate himfclf with the EaglUh popu¬ 
lace, protefted againit the deed, and infilled on the tight, however uif- 
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tant* wblch might acrae to his confoit. Louis faw» in this obilinacy, 
the unbounded ambition ot the man; and as the Barons infified that the 
money due by treaty (hould be at their difpofah not at Hemp’s; he alio 
{aw, and probably with regret, the low condition to which this Monarch, 
who had more erred tiom weaknefs than fiom any bad intentions, was 
reduced by the tuibuWnce ot his own lub|e£ts.** 

I am confident, laid the noble Lord, that if w c wcip to (hew the 
fame fentiment of kindnefi* and gencrofity, if we were to manifeft a 
defire of peace, if we were to hold out our hand, they would do 
more than meet us half way , they have alwa) s been agaiiift the 
war with England. I am not the dupe of all the filly pn tliat 
have been held out for our plunging into the wai. JTis not the 
violent fpcechcs and the inflammatory harangues that happen either 
in their Convtntion or in oui Pailiamcnt, that gi\e nu any true 
notion of the general fi.ntim..nt of either countia. Violent fpccches 
in the one* pluc produce \i('lcnt fpcechcs m the other. When we 
talk of dtmoliflung their anardn, thev w ill call our<t tjranny, and 
by their mileiable in\citi\es bandied fu>m the one fide to the other, 
may the temper of the ptrple on both fidcs be irntated without 
caufe and witliout objed. L*.t ail this be avoided. it can pioduec 
no griod. 

What the terms of the peace ought to be, I repeat, that I do 
not mean to fuggeft, bul I am confldent tlut in great aflairs there 
Ihould be no medium. An indemnification I (liouH (uppofi would 
not be infifiec upon—for we can have no wilh of accepting gold 
fiom France , and what indcmnifibationcin a few worn-out iflands 
be to us' Befidcs, as America has guaranteed the pofielfion of 
the French Weft-India iflands, will Ihc quietly permit )ou to feize 
them ? I f we do not mean exterminaturn, w c ought to be generous. 
One of the ablefi fiatefmen that ever lived fayp, that between the 
one and the other of ditfc objects, there (hould be no difputc. Let 
us not then cabal about an Iflind. It is not the tralh of an indem¬ 
nity that we ought to purfue, it is to conciliate the minds of the 
people of France, and to reftore peace to mankind. We fee, what 
in^d hiftoiy might have told us without this fatal experience, 
thf^God has made fuch a difliercnce between offenfivc and defen- 
five war, that die fame creature ading in different fituations changes 
his nature. Thefe very French whom wc have found fo furmidahle 
when attacked, droop and ficken when they come* in their turns to 
be tlio afiaiUnts. Wc have nothing to apprehend therefore from 
their external hoftility. Whenever th<^ have come aemfs the 
Rhine, you fee how feeble they have become. Nor docs the fen¬ 
timent of the nation countenance them in fiircign attacks, no part 
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of the war created fuch murmurs at Parts as the of Mayenoe. 
Thefe confiderations, my Lords, I truft will induce you to ^ive a 
deliberate attention to the obje<Sl of this war. I have endeavoured 
to comprefs them into the piopotitions which I hold in my hand, 
and to which, whatever weight it may have w'ith you to-day, I ain* 
perfuaded that you w'ill by and bye recur, as a mcafure rft>t altoge¬ 
ther undeferving of your ferious regard. I therefore move your 
Lordthlps that an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefly, 

'Qtijj^prcfcnt to His Majeily, That the events of the lad campaign 
have dcitio'iftratedthc extreme improbability of conquering France, cyea 
under the Angular circumftauce of a general confederacy termed againft 
her: 

That the duration of an exteufive confederacy, nccellarily flow and 
ill-combiticd in its operations, is not to be depended on from day to day, 
and formed, as the prefentis, with Powers, who it is to be apprehended 
from the exhaulled ftate of their flnances, walled by profulioii and war, 
can only fulfil their eugageuicuts to us by being iubfidiacd, the greac 
burden of cxpencc and pdium mull ultimately fall upon Great Britain 
and Ireland: 

That were the war to be in future as fuccclsful, as it has hitherto prov¬ 
ed adverfe, it ought not in found policy to be continued, becaufe no ac- 
qiiilltions of territory can be of real, and much lefs of adequate benefit, 
at the rilk of prolonging the prclcnt, and laying the foundation of future 
wars: * 

That a lofs to the nation incalculable, and almoA beyond imagina¬ 
tion, mull follow from the diminution of product and ronfumption ; 
the fiagnation and dcilriu^lion of capital, and the general decay of trade, 
which have arifen in the place of that redu^ion of debt and taxes, which 
we were taught to expert, and which is fo clfential to our external inde¬ 
pendence, and to our internal tranquillity and happinefs: 

That the difmemberment of France, if attainable, fo far from fecur- 
ing the balance of power in Eilrope, muA endanger, if not overturn it, 
as it cannot fail to au|'menc the llrength of the greater European Powers, 
who, from their ambitioil, and the policy which they have lately adopt¬ 
ed, of afling in concert, already threaten the extinftion of the Indepen¬ 
dent States of the fccond and third order, upon whofo prefervatiun the 
liberties of Europe eiTcntially depend : 

That opinions and fcutiiucnts once widely dillcminatcd cannot be con¬ 
trolled by arni*,...<r-'id therefore it behoves every Government, which 
would gu.ird againft the progrefs of Democratic principles, to avoid die 
evils which gave birth to them in France: 

That the obedience paid by the French nation to its Provifionary Go¬ 
vernment, when in thcaA of oppofing a confederacy attempting to con¬ 
trol its interior, though a ftrong proof that the prefent war is more likely 
to confirm than to dcllroy fuch a Government, yet is no proof that the 
French nation will continue that obedience to it, provided we fufler them 
to return to a ftate of external peace, while it may be yet time for the 
natitmal good fenfe to operate: 

Tnat experience has demonftrated ihc futility of every attempt to in¬ 
terfere in the internal afiiiirs of France, even if the injuttice of it were 
problcmatical| and that wc muft deferre the deepeft reproach whicli a 
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i^lon can incur, if^ to ierv.o tbe mere occafional purpoles of the confe¬ 
deracy, we encourage farther revolts in that country, where we find that 
we aiH( unable to fulfil our promifes of prefent fupport, or to fave thofe 
Irho have put a confidence in ua, from ruin and extermination: 

Therefore to implore His MajeAy to declare, without delay, his dif- 
^^iitioD to make peace upon fuch difiqterefied and liberal terms, as arc 
Deft calculated to render the peace between any two nations lading, and 
to communicate fuch declaration to his allies, that an immediate end may 
be put to that daily effullon of human blood, which, if fufifered to pro¬ 
ceed muft ckauge the charader of the nations of Europe, and in the place 
of that improving fpirit of humanity, which has till lately diftinguiflied 
iDodern times, fubuitute a degree of favage ferocity unexample^.jin the 
fuinats of mankind. 

Earl FITZWILLIAM faid, he believed that the people of 
Ais country at lai^e at firft confidcred, and now confidcr, this war 
pn Qur part to be ftridlly a defenfive war. It was evident the h'rcnch 
meant to give law to all Europe. I’bcy meant to carry their prin¬ 
ciples into the heart of every other country. Principles w’hich, if 
propagated without oppolition, muft be tremendous to every other 
of Ac known world ; and of the intention of the French to 
propagate them there could be no doubt, for Aat was confirmed by 
Acir This was illuftrated beyond a doubt by many fails, 

and confirmed from Ae (authority of Briftbt, who was the firft ad- 
vifcFc^ the declaration of war. Briifot had fince declared that this 
war, on Ae part of the French, was not a war for conqueft in order 
to gain territory merely, or of ambition only, but a war of dcftruc- 
tioi) to every lawful government. But his Lordfhip obferved that, 
although he regarded this war on our part as a defenfive war, yet it 
did not from thence follow that wc Ayuld not be very a<ftivc in our 
meafures: no, for ailive wc certainly muft and would be in the 
pmfetiutiol) of it, unlcls we fewgOt all our ancient principles, and 
^vc way to a new fyftem, that threatened us and all the reft of Eu¬ 
rope with deftrueftion. The motion now before their Lordlliips, 
^SgpP^ed to be highly objcclionablc; the objcil of it feemed to him 
tp. be, m call on His Majefty to make a diftind IjiTification of the 
mode in which the war was to be carried on, and to call on His Ma- 
jefly, in dired violation of all the treaties by which he is engaged, 
A abandon Ae common caufe, wi Aout confultation with any of the 
Other powers: this appeared to him to be highly improper; for we 
Aould at-all times pay a high regard to Ae fpirit of our treaties, and 
we were bound in honour by Ac prefent treaties. Wife he Aought 
then!: others miglit perhaps be of a diflerent opinion on Aat part of 
Ac fubjedi but he believed there wxrc but few in this country who 
would- think itiidvifeable for His Majefty to abandon tlic fpirit of 
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would be a direft vblation of the law of honour, as wdl ils jhe la#., 
of nations; by this wc fhould at once forfeit our faith'and abandon 
. our own Intercft. . With regard to peace with France, wc could 
have no hopes of it under the prefent/yftem, unlefs wc were pre¬ 
pared to facrifice every thing that was dear to us, for wc had lateljt 
been told ^•y one man in the National Convention that wc may have 
peace if we pi cafe, but before wc have it we muft give up our Con- 
ilitution: what after this was to be faid of the hopes wc had of ob- 
mining peace under the prefent fyftem of Government in France? 
What v.’ere wc to exped if wc wore to withdraw from the prefertt 
or to become paffivc ? The beft way to anfwer that would! 
be found f.Mt by looking at the condu^-l of the French when thqr iti» 
vaded Savi>y. That they were ci^cr to intn^duec their political fen- 
rime-nts into other countries, appeared fufficicntly from their con- 
duv-'f in neutral nations, or wherever they were permitted to have 
any footing; their Inrdaud great objc^l in fuch fituations, being tt> 
oftablijli Jacobin clubs, for the purpofe of diircminatiiig their prirt* 
clpk's; and in Flanders they even efoablirticd primary afoeitiblie^. 
Would we pi (/pole terms of peace with France, wc muft firft dif- 
band our army, or quit the territories of ilie Republic, and theft" 
what fccurity had we that anv hon.nirablc terms would be aifented 
to on their part ? His Lorchliip contended, that the fafetyof the 
country, the prcrcrvation of the conlhrutidh, of every thing dear td 
Kngliftirncn, and to tli« lr pofterity, depended upon the preventing 
the introduction of Frcr.cli principles, and the new-fangled dodriftft 
of the Rights of Man ; and that this could only be cfFc«Sted by the 
eftablillimcnt of Ibmc regular form of Gov'ernment in that country, 
upon which foinc reliance might be placed. 

The Duke of GRAFTON declared, that he tofc to deliver hisr 
fentiments in favour of the prefert motion, not from attachment to 
any party, hut from a thorough conviction that he could not pof- 
fibly render his country a more clfcntial fcrvicc, than by tiling his 
utmoft endeavours to refcue it from a war as dcftruiftive in its na¬ 
ture as unknown in its principles and objcift. He ihould have been 
fatished tolltlarihc opinion of others much at length upon this fub- 
jeCl, and wouhl have weighed it well, and then, as a man of ho¬ 
nour, unbiaffed by any fide, ihould liavc given his own. This 
he wifhed to do on every important occafion : he ihould certainly 
have done fo upon this, if the noble Marquis who made tliis rfiotion> 
had not done him the honour to communicate it to him ; arid he 
muft declare, that if he had not deliberately confidcred It, arid if 



l^bul not bjcen thorai^y fiidtfied with the conftnidiMi and toi> 
dcflcy of it, he (hould not,' at this ftage of the de^te, fay a lingle 
word u]^n tlic fubjeft; but under all the circumilancLS, he thought 
k his duty to come fortivaid and declare his fentiments. There 
in^t be fomc who thought that it would avail nothing to fupport a 
fide of a quedion againd a great fiipcrioiity : he confciTcd he W’as 
not dtfmayed by that confideration ; for he was old enough in this 
world to remember, and to fee a fmall minority~a minority flan- 
dered by addreffes to His Majcfly from difK rent parts of the king¬ 
dom, and by other produidions, and all this for advifing peace with 
America ; and yet fome of the very perfons who were fo angry at 
firft at this advice, adopted It, and the fmall minority grew u|> into 
a large majority in the kingdom. What then was to bc/l’i^ded in 
this war, any^more than had been encountered and fubduod in that 
former inffance * Nothing. Was this motion to be attended with 
any indignity to the Crown ' No , that was not the intoniion.— 
Was the fpiiit of the motion againll the intertft of the citizens 
He did not like the w«)rd citi/cn.—But was there any thing in the 
iqotiun againft the intcroft of Biittms, as he would rather call them, 
or pTcjudiLial to our fellow fubjuls' Nntliing. On the contran, 
die motion was oaleulaled to promote the reil welfare and pmfpcrity 
of the pa)ple of this countr/ , and he believed, that if right mca- 
fures ha<I been taken f^me time ago, with icgaid to Continental 
affaiis, hiiiidicds of thoNlands ot the Uses tif <}in IJlov bting'. 
would h.i\cbcen faved , and he faw no re non whv deps that had 
hitherto bss n found fo dermithse, llu uM tlill be proceeded m. He 
had fome dme lince heud, indect’, tliatwe ought to rcjxife conti- 
dcncc in hlinifteis , but when fo ninth l)l<K)d and trtafuie wcic to 
be wadsd b) their fehtincs, and that Uk> unnectlfarih, conhdenee 
in Minifters was a new dodrinc to hirp , and he was furc it was 
entirely unconditutional. There wcie intti who were iutcreded in 
continuing the tMtcm, the ciFcols of which was fo* generally and fo 
licavily felt. But he believed not many ot their Lonlfliips woiilil 
deny that very alarming eonfcqucnccs might arifc out ot th.it eonti- 
tiuancc. We know very well, at Ic.xd ihire wcic but fiwwho 
doubted, tint we were two vearsfince in a date and envi¬ 

able pmfperitv ; perhaps as few would doubt that we were trcmni- 
doufly’fallen linee that period. For this there mud be fomc caufe j 
fi>rthUhcwa& inclinctl to think there might be two ; c.u'h would 
operate in its way. The caufes he alluded to w ere—either the 
%uU(Ung fttclf, although not rotten at the heart, i& in a date of dan- 
^rous decay, or Miniders were corrupt in the difcliargp of their 
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duty-; and by tneffictcnt, Ul-ju(i|^ed, or unwife iinMiiret,' 
brought lis to the condition we arc in at prcfent, from whi<d),'un£^. 
timely prevented, fome ferious calamity will befall us. £|tfaer of 
tliefe caufes w-as enough to brii^ us into our prefent dtuationi ai^ ' 
unlefs ibine remedy was taken to prevent It, this might end in our 
total ruin ; he was fure that a combination of thefe caufes waa * 
enough to do fu, and perhaps he might tliink that combinad<^. 
was now working to tliat end inuA rapidly. Hitherto he had d^t. 
ia good deal in general terms upon this fubjed^, but he was.furs 
\tlicir Lorddiips would be able to apply what he faid without any 
tHj'rciHty. They would remember, that about two years ago tte 
tight honourable gentleman who was at the head of His MajeAy’si' 
Cabinet, had, in a fpcech delivered with that matchlefs eloquence 
whieli diftinguidicd him, held out to the Public the very thriving 
condition of the finances of this country, the growing produce ctf- 
Our revenue, and above all, the probable profpetSl wc had of con¬ 
tinuing to ourfelves tlic blcflings of uninterrupted peace for the 
fpacc of fifteen years: it was in February, 1792, the Miniftcr bad 
actually calculated our finances upon that profpedt, and on’ it he 
had built a plan f(3r the liquidation of our enormous debt. At 
that time lie could not be deceived as to the affairs of France, for 
there was not at that time a fingle cmigpint here from France that 
was not a friend to the old Government, and frbm whom he coultjl 
not have received any flattering details of the good difpofition of 
the then ruling party in France ; and yet with all this advantage 
From information that could not flatter him, he was pleated to 
iiold out to the Public a profpccl of the blcflings of peace for fifteen 
years tr)gethcr! What did this teach every man of a refie^ng 
mind to infer ? Either that the Minifter was infincere at tlic time 
he held out thisp' language, or that the fyftem on our part, with re¬ 
ference to the politics of the Continent, was changed. The firft 
was an uncharitable, the fccond a fair inference. He W'ould take 
It then that wc had changed our fyftem, and tliat we were now to 
infill on a particular form of Government. On this, he muff own 
he had'lfb idea of our fuccefs; nor did he fee juftice in our inter¬ 
fering at any time in the internal Government of France, or of any 
other country. He had heard, indeed, that the French infilled on 
altcrir^ our conflitution, before they would confent to be at peace 
M ith us; but he believed that if there was wifdom ijn our Coun¬ 
cils, and proper terms were offered for peace with the Fr<;nch, our 
conflitution would not be in any danger. He had heard much faud 
againft die violence of the French, and the defperation of their 
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^ manifefted by their debate in the National^ Convpntioni 
iud thuch reliance was placed In the piimphlct of Briflbt, tq prove 
. Wt the French arc determined on the deftru£tion of all other Go- 
'Sfcriiments ; he owned he did not agree to fuch a conclufion. We 
had in our Houfes of Piirliamcnt faid as lurd things of them, and 
their Gkivernment, as they could fay of us ; all this would foon be 
fet a(idc, by opening any train of ncgociation which had been too 
long neglci^fcd : indeed, fuch tleps had been taken, as had tended 
much to inflame the whole of the Frencli people. One of thefe’ 
was tlie Manifeflo of the Duke of Brunfwick, a performance whicli 
he really believe<l had been the caufo of much flicdding o£<bl«::n. 
—It was but juft tliat tire Public of this country fhould know: whe¬ 
ther our Cabinet knew any thing of that publication. If they did, 
'he was forry they <lid not proteft againft it. Iftluydid not, it was 
ipfolcnt in the Court of Vienna to conceal it from \j<;, at a moment 
when it muft have been in their contemplation to bring us into the 
league, and while we rcm.vine<l filciit on that fubjofl:, tlic people of 
France would cotilider tb.c fentiments contained in this manifcfto as 


»the fentiments of t'lc King of (Jrc.it Britain. The fame obfervation 
was applicable to all the other Manifcftocs and declarations of the 
allied powers. 'Fhe noble Duke concluded with obferving, that 
with regard to himfelf, Minifters ought to fee, by looking at his con- 
du£lfor years, that he wa 5 ' aduatetl by no motive of perfonal hofti' 
lity to them. But on this occafi«tu he .felt himfelf bound to acl the 
part he did. He aded from the fenfe he liacl of his duty to his 
.King, to his country, and to himfelf i and viewing all thefe as ho 
did, he fliund himfelf bound moft folcinnly to declare it to be his 
^dpinion, that, from continuing the prefent fyftcm, the exiftence of 
the Throne itfclf may be in clanger; the authority of Parliament 
annihilated, and the country be ruined; and he jfhould tcel it a 
matter'of internal reproach from his confciencc, fuch as would for 
ever deftity the tranquillity of his mind, ihouUl he conceal from 
their Lordfhips what lie now felt with regard to the prefent momen ¬ 
tous conteft. Their Lordftiips, he did not exped, would be im- 
'imcdiately influenced by what had fallen from him or the hoL!*? A'Jar- 
quis; but he implored them to refled on it when on their pillowr, 

f d confider how far their country might be injured by the conteft, 
^ how little hopeM:ouId be rcafonably entertained of the fmallcft 
ranta^,refulting even from its tnoft fuccefsful termination. 

The Earl of CAERNARVON faid, lie had endeavoured, with 
the attention of which he was maftcr, to follow the aiguments 
%ed by die rcble Duke and Marquis in fupport of the pn*.fent mo- 
jdon, but couldf not perceive that any one had been ufed by which 
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thdr Lordffiips (ftkild be Ii^duced to adopt a n^eaAide .which 
diredl contradiclion to the addrefs which ihcy had voted to Hit 
jcfty on the firft day of the prefcnt fdlion. The prefent motion 
/aj^ared to him to be nothing diiierent but in name, ifom thiM^’;; 
made by a noble Earl (Stanliope) whom he had in his eye, off! 
which their Lordfhips had fully exprrflcd their fentiments; 
was a motion to acknowledge the French Republic; the prefent si^ 
motion propofing a peace with France, the acknowledgment 
whofe Government muft he a fundamental article of it. The feiflV;^? 

S fiments he had adopted with regard to France in the commencement-t^ 
of the war, he confcflfcd, remained unaltered; nor liad he lifKU^^ 
any thing from either of the noble l.^ords which could in thcjealK^I 
(hake his opinion. It was not his intention to follow the .nobliip 
Marquis through a long and tedit^us narrative, winch, in his mindf^ 
had but little bearing on tiic quclHon : he would endeavour to feioS^^ 
the'general line of his argument, to which he w'ould reply.—In tfd^l 
one argument, or propolition, advanced by the noble Marquis, di(|^ 
he concur, but one, wliich was, that peace was delirablc, if'^^ 
could be obtained with honour and fccunty; but to him it appeared^^ 
that thcic exillcd at this moment no greater hope of fcourity 'tluM^ 
there cxilfed two monrlis (ittcc, wJicn their Lordlhips concurred h iM 
the addreis, wi^iclt cxprclicd tltcir opinions that a coht^uation 
the war was ncciifary and advifcabic. As for an honourable peactf ^S 
that feemed not lo be j^fliblc ; for the ground prepofed was a brcacl^ 
of fiiith with <Hir fcvcral allies, to v.horn we were bound by treaty^ 
and the fcvenl treaties on the tabic of that Houfc, whether advarti^ 
tageous or othcrwilc, this country, if it regarded its honour a|:^m 
faith, W'as bound tu^ obferve and fulfil. Wiiat was the object 
the motion of the noble Marquis r To addrefs His Majefly to dk ^9 
fine the objcdl of the war, anil the grounds upon which W'e 
accept of peace. The objciS: of the war, his I-^rdfhip feid, hai fl l 
been already fylly and amply defined oi\ the part of Francci 
evident what was their object .from their fcveral decrees, fronf ijnH 
of November, 1792, to the report of Barrere, as Prefidja^M 
of die Committee of General Safety ; their objetR was an ofiPehlSjiS 
wa^, for the purjxjfe not only of conqueft, but of the fubvea ^U 
of the different ConlHtutions of the kingdoms of Europe; 
je<R in this war was not only clearly defined, but fully undeffi^flH 
it was a defenlivc war for the protection of our allies, for the'^jmB 
iervatiim of our Confiitutiun, and for obttiining fecurity 
fimilar encroachmdnts in future. T^he decree of the 16th 
vember, of the 19th of November, and the note of MCfOrajH 
Chauvelin, in anfwcr to the rcmonfirance of Lord Gretiyili^^H 




what was thf ir object, ^ eilabU(h what appeared to them 
^ be freedom^ in all nati<ms ; and to fubvert their exiting Co< 
vemments. The aigumcnts ufed agatnft a continuation of the 
War the noble Marquis, wen;, in his opinion, of the moft dan- 
gWous nature, they tended to involve us irh our allies, by inducing 
ft fuTpicion of their conduit ; and alfo to involve us with neutral 
dadons, America in particular, who is fo intimately connected witia 
.W—He fhould not take notice of the fc\cral manifeftos and pro- 
daimttions which had been read ; and which tended to iuPucnce 
we minds of our allies; lie (hould juft take the Uberty of makij"^ gi. 
ISngle obfervation upon the papers of Lord Hoed , iq(>n thofc the 
noble Marquis had obferved, that in one he piomifi I U) the pcopL* 
ijjf Toulon the reftitution of the Cunftitution of 17 89 j and in .aio- 
ther, he contradii‘’\ed in toto this agreement by propofing that the 
lllips and ftores (hould lie reftored when a Go\cinmtnt Ihould be 
cfbblilhed in France under fuch modifications as nii^,ht fam right 
Hilo the coalefccd pow'cts. ffc ft.lt himfcU inclined to in lintam t'ui 


condwft of Lord Hood was pcrfcilly rci'idai •’nd iptr. He 
re read part of the Declaration of I.ord Hinxl to the inhabitants 
Toulon, and the fubfequent pnH’ecdhig*^. hiom the‘c he duw 
dctufions totally different from thofc of fK< noble MaiquiS v I'o 
adc the motion; for fo far was D)rJ Iftwd from inlifting on ai</ 
rm of Government in Francf , that he left the inhiblnnts to 
dgc forthemfehes. They were to declare in favour of Moniuhy 
F^raned; and i^rd Hood undeitook to protcel diem, and preftrve 
at place, as well as otlicrs thit might follow their example, in truft 
r Louis the Seventeenth, fon of Louis the Sixteenth ; he onl\ pio- 
t&d to fecure to them, as far as circumft inces would admit, tiic 
ran which they adopted for themfthes. A no! le Lord 'Stanhope) 
(|| on a former day allcdgtd that hianee had, b> her Conditution, 
up all idea of interftring in any Govirnmtnt but her own. 
kdCoTiftitution it was called, but it rcfombled more a colh^lion 
libinaxims than a Conllitution, and fueh as it w as, it had no 
for it was ftrangicd in its birth , it met w itti the lame 4 . 
ibvciy tlung good or virtuous in France; it was tried before the 
nolutionary Tiibunal, and executed, at Icaft its faculties were 
msnded during the continuance of the war; but he contended, 
was no Conftitution ; it confifted of a fet of disjointed 
W<n» and rules, but pofiTcftcd no feature of a Conftitutbn, nor 
H^e trace of the venerable remains of their former Government, 
m it this CcmftitutkHi, W'hich w'as deemed unfit for a time of 
11^ which we were to depend for the continuance and fecu> 
iMpiie pdace ? Could nor the dcfpotlc and uncontrolcd power of 
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^he National Gonvcintion at'any time fufpend its faculties, tdieii if 
might fccm fit to declare war ? Even if we were to conclude a 
peace with the French, under the authority of that Confiitutimi 
to-morrow, there was m fcciirity for the continuance of it for a mo- 
ent, for the ardour and the enthuli.ifm of the Rights of Man» 
w<^d put an end to all tranquillity, and endanger all the Confii- 
tutiohft in Europe, for the French might again take it into their 
heads m plant the tree of liberty in th<iir ncightour’s foil: in (bort, 
there no fecurity whatever to be had from the French for the 
^ pun( 5 tual obfervance of any of their engagements. They had no 
I idea of the nature of national honour, national faith, or the binding 
',f )rec of a national eng:;gcment, anil therefore he would not enter 
' into any agreement with any of them. To illufiratc what he had 
pow faitl, he would refer to the common courfc of proceeding in 
jK>urts of jufticc ; When any witnefs was called to be examined, 
l^d when his integrity or capacity were doubted, he was ufually 
^cd, “ What idea have you of the obligation of an oath r” If 
the anfwcr was infufficier.t, the court would refufe to examine him; 

, prccifely fo was the cafe here—the French had no idea of an agree¬ 
ment bchvecn one country and another, and no ^reliance could be 
^plaigcd on their prornife, fiipj->r)(lng their judgement to he correQ: 
lupon that fubje^t. Iinlecd, all the tics of moral obligation w'cre 
' l(X)fcncd. There was no religion in France ; there was no morality 
in France; there was no honour in Frarjec ; there was no virtue 
in France; there was notliing in France to be depended upon In 
which civil fociety w'as iritcrcllcd. The Deity by name they had de- 
j^gvaded—denied his cxiilcncc—thetf tolerated him—then admitted 
‘ im a Member of the Jag)bin Club. All tljat infamy, blafphcmyy 
nd folly, was tlic clTeft of tlicir defpontlcncc and defpair. What 
orrcfpondcncc or coimc« 5 tion could be licld with fuch perfons?—^ 
.'heir fyfiem was to fet Europe in a flame, as had been exprefled 
y BriflTot: and although he fell, his opponents differed from him 
this jwintj-N^^ir point of time : they agreed to the principle of 
ingJb)uropc in a flame, as a matter of ncccffity for the preferva- 
ion of the French Republic. Befides, we were lately told from 
Jacobin Club, and from the National Convention by Barrere, 

: England wifticd ft>r pcmcc: that England (hall have peace, 
It it muft be by facrificing her Conftitution. the noble Mar- 
s ncgociate upon thefe ’terms, and he w'ould alk him if he was 
to pay the price which w'as afkcd—the facrl^e of the Con- 
? It was a price which he was fore no man in this countiy 
confent to pay. 

Marquis of LANSDOWNE conceiving the noble Earl 
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had been a little too fond of the equity of the Declaration of Lord 
Hood at Toulon, read the whole of it, and maintained it fully 
warranted the comments he had made upon it. 

. I'he Earl of CAERNARVON continued of his former opinion, • 
upon that fubjeiS. J 

Lord DARNLEY expreffed himfclf fony to interrupt the I^fe 
fo frequently; but, he trufted, the great importance of the quamons 
which have lately called the ferious attention of the HoufcJwould 
iuflicicntly induce their LordHiips to pardon his intrufion ^c was 
now more convinced than ever of the propriety of perfevering in 
this juft and nccelfary war; for his jxirt, he did not entertain thofe 
gloomy apprehenfions which noble I^rds, who had fpoken in the 
debate, had exhibi|ed; he had often been told that the country 
was injured by the continuation of hoftilitics ; but when he looked 
around him, he faw the fame happinefs w'a.s enjoyed, and the 
country in the fame profperity as in 1789 ; there was no noble 
Lord who wifticd for a fpeedy and honourable peace more than he 
did; 'but before he made any attempt to procure it, he muft have 
fomc reafon to hope it would be permanent, at Icaft fomething 
more than conjcd^rc. But the noble Marquis, whofc opinion he 
treated with rcfpc<ft, and whofc ability as a Statefman, he OQuUijaot 
but acknow'ledge, had not thought proper to point out any mode in . 
which this peace nwy be procured. He had not ftated to the Houfe 
with whom we are to treat, with what (jovernment we are tOHie- 
gociatc. It would be dilEcult indeed, for him to define that Go¬ 
vernment, and much more difficult, he frufted, would it be for 
him to induce their Lordftiips \o liften to any idea of accommo'da- 
tion. He would not think of deferibing the Government of that' 
countr}% whofc dreadful and infernal meafures were not confined 
within its own limits, hut threatened ruin to Europe. From their 
late decrees, and the fpirit which they breathe, it appeared, that the 
Convention will liften to no treaty, oio overtures of peace, without 
the facrificeof your Conftitution. This, with^iijjj^a^, be truftgd' 
with every oilier noble Lord, would ever be an unanlweraklar-atgu- 
ment againft peace. We muft therefore relinquifh our form of Go¬ 
vernment, or they muft abandon theirs before ncgociiitions can be en¬ 
tered on. He (aid, he could not content himfclf with giving ^ filent 
vote ; it v/as a war founded on juftice and neceffity; be ever would/ 
defend it with his poor abilities; lie w'ould to his laft moment giy' ^ 
it his warm fupport \ before Xjod and his countr)’ he fpokc the f’ 
timents of his heart, and fo perfecUy fatisfied w'as he in hUy 
mind of its urgency, that though the idea w'as novel, an*^' 
language fcldom held in that Houfe, he affiired their Lordli^ 
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that he would profecute it with his fortune and his life* fhould fuch 
'fupport be ever requifite. 

The Earl of GUILDFORD faid, it was not his intcntim to 
go mpch at large into the fubjcdl, particularly after the able manner 
in which it had been treated by fome noble Lords who had preceded 
^im in the debate. He commented upon the aiguments of the 
Itoble Earl who fpoke fecond (Earl Fitzwilliam), and acknowledged ■ 
tn^l he thought them rather extraordinary; at the fame time he 
tho^ht it necefFary to fay that fo much did he approve of all that 
had Men faid by the noble Marquis, that if he was refolvcd to take 
the fenfe of the Houfc upon the motion, he fhould think himfclf 
obliged to vote for it; bccaufc he wifhed to fhew himfelf particularly 
againft the conftru 61 ion which the noble Earl had put upon the mo¬ 
tion, and the motives for bringing it forward. Another noble Earl 
had ftarted a new and very extraordinary fort of aigunacnt for re- 
fufing to make [)cace with France. He had compared the French 
tiovcrnment to a witnefs brought to the bar to give evidence, and 
whom he would think it neceffary firft to afk, if he underftocxl the 
nature of an oath? Juft fo, belurc he treated in any way with the 
Convention, he would think it neccifary firft to be fatisfied whether 
they underftood tlie nature of a con travel between two nations ; if 
this doi^lrinc was to prevail, he was at a lo^^ to know^ when the 
proper time for ncgociation would arrive, for granting all that had 
been faid about the perfidy of the Convention, were they to turn 
^ their attention to the ancient fyftcm of France, they would find in¬ 
variably, that in all its tranfadions with this country, when a 
Monarchy, there was as much perfidy, and as little dependence to 
he had on its treaties, as could be iVated ag-aind this or any Conven¬ 
tion or Government, from thc*timc of Louis XIV. to tlic prefent 
day. As to what had been faid on the fuhjcd of treaties, and the 
queftion that had fo often been repeated, how noble Lords could ad- 
vife making a peace that would be inconfiftent with the treaties they 
had entered into with their allies, he would afk what power was^in- 
vefted in the Executive Government to make treaties, by which the 
, ^rivilcg(Ui^^*iiiat Houfe were to be entirely taken away and deftroy- 
ea ? He never could hear without reprobating fuch new-fangled doc¬ 
trines. The next tiling attempted to be argued was the impoflibi- 
lity of treating at all with France, from the different decrees of the 
Convention* and much ufe had been made of them* as well as of 
Barrere’s report, which he owned, to him, did not appear in any 
way pertinent to tlie queftion thjn before the Houfc; one thing 
> however he was glad to fee admitted by. all parties, and that was 
gdie umverfal wifh for peace that prevail^ amongft all ranks of pco- 
* a . , 
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pfe in this country, .dioiigh feme noble Lords, by their arguments^ 
fccmcd to dcfpair of the poflTibility of obtainii^ it, and tliat unant* 
mow wilh, lie thougi>t, ought tr> induce Minifters to lofe no op- 
porttinity to procure that peace fo defirablc, and fo effcntially nec^- 
(kry to the happihefs and profperity of this country. This defpair ^ 
of making peace, feemud to arifC from an idea, that as long as, 
France acUicred to die fpirit (»f their decrees, there could be 
chance of treating with them ; it might be fo, if this could poipbly 
happen ; but he contended that it could not; nor ought we t<y Hate 
thofe declarations in a ftrongcr point of view, than the declarations 
of other countries, and particularly the declarations of this countr)', 
%hich ho contended had frcijuently of late been fo little adhered to, 
that in many inllanccs we a(flcd in dia’iSt contradiction both to 
Ac fpirit and Ac letter of our declaration.'!. Such declarations, 
Aereforc, in dial country, as well as in this, he would always con- 
fider as the declarations of individuals, more than die aifls of Par¬ 
liament, cr a C^vcniJiunt; and he never could have believed that 
Acy would have bem treated as ohjedions to treating for peace, 
when all concurred in admitting, that peace was fo dcllrable and fo 
necedar)’; and before he left thi« pirtof the fubjed, he would only 
of thofe who ciicjl out fo utu!.h againil the decrees of France, 
to examine our own d''claration.j at liome, and the inftrudions given ^ 
to and followed by our Minitlcrs abroad. It would dicn be faid, 
what are we to do r—ib great are die tliflieulties at home and abroad, 
that how can we remove them ? But he in turn would alk. What, 
are they? He believed the difficulties were moflly at home, and 
wiAout any folid foundation. Are we afraid, arc we afliamcd to 
be Ac firrt to bring about, by our interference, that which is not • 
only for the goixi of our country, liut for the general tranquillitv 
and prolpcriiy of all Europe ? If we were thus afiA'd and affiamed 
to be die firft to fet the example of ncgoclating for peace, he hoped 
and truded, we would foon come to our fenfes, and think otherwifo. 
Much had been faid about the d ingcr to our laws and religion ; but 
he could not fee the weight in that argumenr, which it fc^ed to • 
have with fome people; and he conceived, at fo momef.: erifis,,' 

we ought not to allow prejudices of any fort, or exaggerations of 
the proceedings of oAers, lb for to get Ac better of our judgements, 
as to prevent our rclforing, as foon as puffiblc, Ac blefllngs of 
peace to our countiy. But what is there, again I alk, my Lords, 
Aat prevents mediation r It feems you cannot pafs with impunity 
Aofe particular declarations the Republic has made with rcfpcdl fo 
Ais country. Unlefs, my Lords, you arc blinded w ith prejudice, 
yuu mud remomber that declarations equally violent were made oii*< 



your partd) as violent as* the ranklii^ animofity of l^tefnuai co^d 
fuggeil. Do not, my Lords, forget the declarations made even 
from the throne—Do not forget the declaration of both Houfes of 
Parliament, which fell but little Ihort of aflerting, that nothing 
could be accoraplilhed without the dcllrufiion of the Governors of 
France i the declarations arc fimilar, and equally virulent on both 
lidcs; but, my I^ords, what fhould be the conduct of this country 
in this iituation of affairs r Would it be degrading or difhonourable 
for you to be the firft to remove thefc national animofities ?—ate 
you afraid or afhamed to be feen in fo noble a caufc ? Whilft wc 
arc ridiculing and cenfuring their Governors and their Conftimtion, 
let us take care not to endanger our owm; let us beware how we 
hazard religion in this country, by the conduit; we are purfuing— 
take care, my Lords, that you do not one day fee introduced into 
this country, thofc awful fccncs which you lament and deplore in 
that unfortunate country; I entreat and conjure you to ufe every 
means in your power to flop this horrible effufion of human blood ; 
let no prejudice, no antipatliy, my Lords, (land in the way of me¬ 
diation. Abandon, I requeft of you, your idle, your vifionary, 
your impracticable feheme, of dictating to an independent country, 
of fettling the Government of France ; your cxenions have been 
already as great as your Itrcngth or your ability could permit, you 
have made the eflbrt to fiibduc thi.s proud nation ; you 6nd your 
arms have been unfuccefsful; perfevere not, my Lords, in this 
dcftriiCtivc fyttern of politics in which you have embarked. I rofe, 
my Lonls, merely to ftate the object, the real end, of our endea¬ 
vours ; let me advife you to remove thofe impediments which ftaftd 
in the way of an union, of an amicable reconciliation ; and let us, 
in the name of Heaven, make feme attempt to procure a fpeedy, 
a fafe, and an honourable peace. 

The Duke of* LEEDS faid that the motion, comjng from the 
quarter it did, demanded from him every degree of refpeCt, refpect 
from pcrfonal confi derations and long acquaintance, and more fo 
as coming from one whofe character ns a great itatefman had lot^ 
bcen^held in the highett eftimation. He declared iiimfclf however 
<»g9ffnft' irtc motion, and was furprifed when he found the noble 
Marquis had ufed no argument tliat could induce him to acquiefee 
in it. He did expeCt to have heard it Hated that fomc great change 
in the French fyftem had taken place, that fomcthuig had happened 
that made a peace pniCticablc; but from nothing he had heard that 
night, from nothing he could colleCt from the public prints, or all 
the private information that came within his reach, could he colle< 9 t 
any fuchdiing; the only anfwer therefore that he thought the motion 
VoL. XXXVIII. P 
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required, was to read the addrefs to His Majefty on the firft day of 
tfie fefTion. He had no doubt but the motion had been brought 
forward from the propereft n\otiVcs, and for the eflfential fervice of 
the country, but he really could not help objedling to the time that 
had been chofen for the purpofe. He did not mean to enter into a 
difculTion of the origin, or defetiption of the war, but he confidcred 
the ground of it to be purely defcnfivc; and confidcring it in that, 
light, as well as from the fan^ron already given to it by Parliament, 
he faw no neceflTity why we (hould be at any difficulty wdth refpedt 
to its precife.objc^s. He always from the firft had conceived the 
French fyftcm to be a fliameful confpiracy againft the Conftitution, 
the liberties, the laws, and the religion of every eftabliflied Govern- 
ment; and thefe he took to be fufficieiit grounds for the origin of 
tive war. And as to peace, nothing ftiort of a complete difavowal 
and abandonment of that fyftcm on their part, could ever induce ns 
to treat with them; and even in that cafe he was doubtful if we 
could treat with fccurity. And from thefe opinions he thought that 
it would be mean and daftardly to recommend peace at this immedi¬ 
ate jun«Shire, confidcring the circumftanccs of this country. Ho 
then made fomc remarks on w'hat had been faid rcfpc£ling our con- 
du(ft towards neutral nations. He faid it afforded him a particular 
degree of fatisfadlion that the noble Marquis had at laft found out 
thatOckzakow was of Yo much importance to the Emprefs of Ruflia, 
whom the noble Marquis has been plcafcd to ftylc the Colofllis of 
Europe. He did not know how that language might be received at 
Pctcrlbuigh; but he rccollcdled when he had bulinefs in his official 
capacity to tranfaft with that Court, the noble Marquis was fo par¬ 
ticular that he gave hiih in that Houfe his advice how he ought to 
addrefs that illuftrious. Princefs j and after liaving fuch advice, he 
trufted he liad addrefled her in words more fuitablc to diplomatic 
language. lie congratulated the Houfe on the appearance of a noble 
Duke that night, after fo long a retirement from public bufinefs, 
becaufe he believed, as the noble Duke had ftated, that a confeienti- 
ous fenfe of his duty was the only motive that could have brought 
him forward. But one remark had been made by his Gracrr which 
he could not pafs entirely unnoticed: the noble Duke haJTrc'fcfciJftd 
on Ae conduift of Minifters for feme time back, and had aferibed 
to that condiuSt many of the worft confcquences that had ocairrcd, 
lince the breaking out of the French revolution. At the b^inning 
of that revolution he was in office as Secretary of State, and from • 
his fituation, he xvas happy to Aink that he had it in his power to 
know, and to avert one of Ae moft Aameful and horrid confpiracies^' 
at Paris, that could have been contrived. WiA regard to Ac con-‘ 
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, du£lof Monfieur Chauvelin; can any one fay. that there was ever 
an AmbaiTador fo obnoxious, or any inftance of a perfon who dared 
to behave in fuch an improper manner ? He continued this (hamC' 
ful behaviour, till Government found it neceflary to aifumc the dig¬ 
nified part, and order him immediately Co quit the country. We 
have feen the declaration of the Convention, in which diey date that 
they will not enter into any overtures of peace till the enemy quit 
their frontiers, and till we evacuate the Netherlands. What rca^- 
fon have wc to fuppufe that after we withdraw, they w'ill not re- 
fumc their career, break through the barrier and agiin pafs on to 
Holland^ befidcs my Lords, they have pofitivcly declared, England 
muil rclinquifli her Confiitution, or they will not treat with her, or 
litlcn to terms, on the whole, our attempts would be vain, our hu- 
mtUiity would be ufelcfs, no hope can be expedled from treaty; and 
in the prefent ftatc of afTaiis wc cannot, however great our anxiety, 
for that obje^l, cfFetfluatc a lading ptav’c. Upon thefc grounds then, 
he muft objert to the motion ; firft becaufc it was, in his opinion, 
impoflible to mikc peace with the prefent Government of France; 
and next, bccaufe that \eiy Government had recently pilLd a decree, 
that made it imjiofllble for them to treat for peace with this country. 

Lord SYDNEY objeefteJ to tlie motion on the following 
grounds: it went to dLchrc, firll, our injudicc in having com¬ 
menced the wai ; our inability to carry if on ; and our didruft of 
our allies. Ho felt bimfclf w’arm, he confclfcd, on the occadon, 
from thofc honed prejudices of education which he had imbibed in 
his youth ; and wh itcver aix^hvgy might be made for the conduct: of 
the Ficnch, becaufc it was Itmilar to wh it had been purfued undo* 
J.ouis the Fourteenth, he would as cagcily have arted againd him, 
hatl he adopted a llmilar cotirfc of cruelty and injudicc. He would 
nut enter at large into a detail of all their villanies or depredations ; 
he would jud mention their attack upon Savoy, upon Audria, upon 
tlic King of Sardinia, fur no other icafon tlian becaufc he liad a 
few' paltry redoubts that dood in the way of their plundering incur- 
fions into the adjacent countries. 'Fhcir conduit towards Geneva 
v.T-.-u.qud, unfeeling, and oppreflive; tlicy liad endeavoured to 
render it an epitome of Paris. It is tiuc, they did not fucceed in 
tluir obje^ of edablifbing their Ciovcrnmcnt, or more projicrly 
fpcaking, of dedroying all Government there, but they f nt into 
their State a banditti of riidians, at the head cf whom was Citizen 
Rotondo. This wretch, indiuited no doubt in the bad purpofosof 
his commifTion, was condantly reviling all legal and royal autliority, 
and among other topics of abufc, had intruiluccd the name of our 
Sovereign. He was one day at table more than ufually abufive, 
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anjci in mentioning His MajeAy, wifhed him the fame fate as the 
Monarch had juft fiiftered, who'was guillotined. This 
inft)lence was juftly and fpiritedly reprefled by a young Iiifh gentle¬ 
man, whofe name was Hobfon, who inftantly knocked him down. 
The fray coft this wretch his life, which he had f« juftly forfeited 
by his crimes. It is agreed on all fides, that peace Is preferable to 
war; but lhall wc prefer an unfafe and a precarious ncicc, »ihcn 
we can compel one that fhall be fohd and lafting'* War is already 
determined on, and he w.is fuic the country, from the jufticc and 
neceftity of the motives, from which it was und( rtaken would conti¬ 
nue to fupport it. But wc arc told this country is uinble to proceed 
in the war; it is fuggefted, that little amfidcncc (liould be placed in 
our allies, the war has been alfo declared bv foine noble Lords as 
unjuft; it is no fuch tiling, wc will not degrade and diflionour oin- 
felvcs by alforting now that our caufc is uiijuft, our allies not to lie 
depended on, and our C('untr)'^ c\haufted. lie hid juft toobOivc 
on fomethine; that hid been hiuted by a n )blc I»rd at the op-’ning 
of the debate, which glanced fo forcibly on Mmifters, tint it muft 
for their honour be e vplaincd ani mftc.d. A hint was gUen by 
the noble Minpi'?, iii hi» mo km, tint arts were now in prK'licc 
to excite the In bans of Amcrii a agilnft the civilised inhibitants. 
Surely if this were true,^ which he ftrongly doubted, the authors 
Ihould be afeertlined, the charge elciily midc our, and the whole 
/liould take the llnpc of an a-vuniion, and not bo con\c)td in a 
dark and vague inftnuition. His L irdlhip concluded in expreffing 
his decided difappiobation of the motion. 

Earl KINNOUL (Lord Ha)) faid, he Mould ttoubic the Houfc 
but with a few w’ords , he was furprifed w’hcn notice of the motion 
was given, but now nuch more furpitfcu thit notliing moie fliould 
be advanced , he clli not heir one aigumtnt which could alter the 
c^inion he had formed on the decificn which PaiHament made on a 
former night, he w is much aftonifhtd at one thing which had fallen 
from the noble Marquis, with refpctft to the Weft Indies ; the 
noble Marquis advanced that thefe iflands were not of the fma|left 
advantage to England : this was a ftrangc idea thrown ouf in'tfiU^ 
heart of this great commercial country ; he denied the pofttion to 
be true; he w'as confidently aftured that the capture of St. Domingo 
prgs of the greateft importance ; that very advantageous markets 
DlteKe already opened in that ifland ; and he was convinced that our 
commerce would be much extended by its capture. It has alfo been 
iflerted tint this country does not ftand well with America, and 
^t America is likely to take up arms againft us ; but when we 
for audibrity, we trace the pofitions no farther tlian idle ru- 
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mour ; on the contrary, America every day is moil? hctftilc to 
France ; flie becomes every moment more difgufted with her prin¬ 
ciples. We have feen thefe infamous principles endeavoured to be 
introduced in that riling country, but they have luckily been fmo- 
thered in their birth; and happy for the profperity of that country, 
the wifdom of her Government faw into the danger that accompanied 
them, and prudently oppofed their introdutfrion. When the motion 
is taken under a calm and dirpallionatc view, their Lordlbips can¬ 
not, ought not to enter into any treaty diretSlly or indirc^ly with 
France. Here his JLordfhip entered into a juftification of the mea- 
fures taken with regard to Touli>n, read extracts from the Procla¬ 
mation, and Ihcwcd that the eondu<!:l of Miniders under all circum- 
ftanccs was not only juftifiahlc, but highly meritorious. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, at that late hour of the 
night, he had no intention to trcfpafs long upon their Lordlhips* 
patience. Several noble Lords had wilhed to argue this quetlion, 
as if it was (what they Hated it to be) ywccifely the fame w'ith that 
brought forward by a noble Earl (Stanhope) on a former day. He 
contended that it wms not fo, neither was it juft to ticat it in that 
manner. Ho paid many highly deferved compliments to the able 
manner in wliich Ids noble fri..nd had introduced his motion, wkich 
he was furc had made a ftrong impreflion oi>iall who had heard him. 
It was now evident, and completely admitted both within and with¬ 
out doors, that peace was the moli defirable objeel to all ranks of 
men in this country; and as they had every rcafon to apprehend that 
Mitiifters had not that object fo much at heart, as they ought to 
have, every man avIio perfevered in liis endeavours to bring it alwut, 
deferved the beft thanks of his country. In tliis light it was tliat 
he thought himfelf and the country 1<> much obliged to his noble 
friend that night; *that fort of perfeverance was always proper, and 
in the American war finally had its efledd. There was nothing no¬ 
vel in it, though there was in the manner whieh he, and thofe lyho 
thought and aeled as he did, were treated by the fupporters of the 
war. They were daily calumniated in the grofleft manner, and 
Cvci/ Shirig they faid mifeonftrued and mifreprefented to fuit the pur- 
pOfes of their calumniators. If they mentioned the word freedom, 
they w’ere accufed of Jaoobinifm ; and if they fpoke in favour of 
libcrty,'^hcy were faid to defend French principles. He came for¬ 
ward in this Iloufc as an Engliftiman in defence of his rights; but 
he was unjuftly upbraided with the epithet of a dangerous Republican 
and leveller; but whatever might be faid of them, the fame afper- 
•s. lions could not be thrown out againft a noble Duke, who hsld that 
flight come forward in fo able, fu manly, and fo honourable a man- 
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ncr; after a k>ng retirement from every fort of bufinefs, prompted 
his confeientious opinion that the country was in danger from the 
f^em which Minifrers had for fomc time been purfuing, and from 
their mifcondu< 5 l. And tliis manner of coming forward was a great 
and folid confolation for the country; what motives could they 
aforibe to the noble Duke? Surely none that were improper. What 
objedl can he have at coming forward at the rifk of his health, to 
remind you of your errors, to warn you of your rafhnefs ? it is not 
party fpirit which has brought him here; he is not connoSled with 
any party, it is not any love or delire of office; that he had enjoyed 
to its fullcft extent long ago; he is not young, my Lords; he is too 
old to appear before you actuated by the wilh of gmfping popularity; 
he is not dazzled by the glare of fancied glory; this is not a maiden 
effay which will waft him into popular eftimation. No, he comes 
to give additional fupport to the caufe of humanity, and with the in« 
tereft of his country imprinted on his heart, he difeharges the duty 
of a valuable citizen and a true patriot. 

This perfcverance in the minority he trufted would not abate; 
the caufe they were engage<l in was the caufe of humanity ; and it 
was their duty to do their utrnoft to put an end to a war carrieti on 
with an unexampled degree of antipathy, animolity, and ferocity. 
It had been alkcd what Ioffes wc liad fuftained, and the anfw'er was 
limple, without gtang into a detail of particulars. There is not an 
individual but has fufrained fomc dreadful injury. What, my 
Lords, has been the iituation of thofc whofe property w'as in your 
flocks at the commencement of the war ? It is dreadful to reflect; 
fticy have loft, by your wild ambition, the fourth of their capital. 
And you, my I.ords, what have you^fuffered ; you do not mifs 
every farthing which was levied on your projicrty, but let the grofs 
fom be calculated, and you will find a fenflble diminution of your 
incomes. My Lords, our Ioffes arc never mentioned; but alas, 
my Lords, confider that this year there are additional taxes to the 
amount of nine hundred ffioufand pounds laid on this country; he 
lamented the neceflity, yet he was happy he could obferve his coun- 
try in fuch a ftatc of profperity as to fupply fuch an exorfiitabf^*- 
mand. Had your Lordftiips rclinquiflied your fruitlefs campaign, 
and had you added this immenfe fum to your linking fund, you 
^buld recover your importance in Enrope; no nation could cope 
>Mth you, none could attack you with fuccefs. But, my Lords, 
the immediate oppreffion of taxes, the fall of the flocks, arc nu-p 
. thing when compared which the more ferious lofs your commercial 
' intereft' has fuftained; every thing which affeefts ffie trade of this 
(fountry is ultimately an irreparable injury. What is there can af^ 
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fca it more than thcfc European feroils ? You miftook the ktereft 
of the country, when you plunged into the war; you confulted nei¬ 
ther your honour nor your advantage; had you p^evered^na dig¬ 
nified neutrality, the wealth of Europe wcmld have flown into this 
ifland ; you would have profited well from the contentions of your 
neighbours; you would have gained a noble harvefi; of wealth, and 
you would have faved your honour. And for all the loflcs we had 
fufiatned, what had we got, or what could we get by a continu¬ 
ance of the war ? Would any honed, impartial man, look back 
to the lad campaign, and fay that there had been one adlion,' the 
remembrance of which was honourable, or could warm the bread 
of an Englidiman with pride in the condu< 5 t of his country I He 
drongly reprobated the condudl purfued with regard to neutral na¬ 
tions. Could we have put up with fuch cundudl from any other na¬ 
tion ? A noble Earl, continued his Lorddiip, has addrefled you 
with free feeling, it is true ; he alks yovi what you are fightiiig for: 
in the fame breath he tells you, it is for what diould be mod dear, 
your Conditution ; but my D)rds, die noble Earl (FitxwUliam) 
midakes, when he afierts our Conditution is in dan^r; it is too 
well loved, it is too dear to Engliflimen, to be furrendered, but 
with dicir lives. But the noble Earl fliould never draw a contrad 
between the Government of this country and the old Government 
of France. What was the fitiration of tl*c wretched inliabitants of 
France, previous to the revolution ? I'lie purfe-proud nobility op- 
prefled the wretched jicafantry with taxes the mod fevere; tha 
Clergy and nobility fed in luxury, whilll th.c mifcrablc poor linger¬ 
ed out a wretched cxificncc ; but the noble Earl, if he looks info 
this country, cannot difeover the fame ground for dlfcontcnt, and 
whild the people arc hap^, the Conditution will be permanent; 
but, my Lords, you (hould confider tlic danger, you Aiuuld reflect 
what this count^ may fufier from war ; take care how you intro¬ 
duce anarchy in the place of your Conditution, atheifin in die room 
of your religion. The Miniders of this country feem determined 
to rrud no Government; but when they advife you to perfevere till 
you alter the Government of France, why do you not remind tlicm 
Or the iolTcs of your merchants ? the dedrudlion of your commerce ? 
Why do you not fpeak, too, in the language of humanity ? Why 
do you not remind them of your foldiery ? My noble friends 
around me never mention the Ioffes of the campaign, but they trum¬ 
pet forth, you are fighting for your Conditution, for your all. 
But what is this all, my Lords ? Is it your property, your reli^on ! 
My Lords, the noble Marquis and I have property in your coun¬ 
try; did he fuppofe that property, or that religion, in any dangi^, 



A.,1794. 

ndbtd be the laft man to inhoducc any motion ; if he did, I 
ihould be the lad roan to fuppoit him in fuch a motion ; but you 
take filter in another ai^umcnt, die impradicability of treating 
with the Republic! and you found your opinions on this head from 
ipecches printed in the public papers, on declamations, altered and 
corrected by the capticc, and for the intcreft of defigning men. It 
is abfurd for your Lordfhips to build confidence on fuch authority. 
His Lordihip then proceeded to refute all the objections made on 
the impradicability of treating ; and argued if thefe were well- 
founded, it was impofTible when to fay that peace might be redored. 
As to the impracticability of ticating on account ot our alliances, 
he was furprifed fuch arguments were ufed at all ; had we held that 
do(%:ine in our late difpiitc with Rudla, we mud have bciu at war ; 
and if it was one of our articles of treaty not to make pcicc till 
the Republic of France was overturned, fomc of our allies could 
not go with us in that point. The contluCl of Spain for the lad 
three months Ihtwed clearly that flic could not; flic had even had 
a Minider in Prance fince the Rtpubhe was dcclircd. Neither 
could Holland or Pruflia agree with us it that was fiur fvdem. 
Much had been faid aljout the origin and motives of the war, and 
a variety of caufes had been dated, but the prccifc ohj«.i \ had ncvci 
been mentioned. Some have lU*cd it very width —to preferve the 
tranquillity of Europe v certainly thtn ihcv couhl not mean to in¬ 
troduce and ed.iblifti tlie old Monaiehic Govtinnient of France, a* 
a means of prcft,r\ina; the tran juillit) of Europe—nothing could be 
more advcric to thit tranquillity, as we had known by experience 
the ambitious, intiiguiny, and aliominiblc ireafurts ot that court 
ever fince the death ot Louis XIV. and particularly within the 
lad ten years. With regard to wlut his noble triend liad faid 
about Amcrici, he had nut given lus infoiination to the Houle 
fn'wn private Icttcii, or any fort ot piivatc knowledge, all that he 
had faid was founded by well-aiitlwnticated faets ami rcjioits from 
that countiy, which Miniders, if tiny were tiu:, ought not to be 
unacquainted with. But if we wcic to argue fium the endeavours 
which France has made to conupttlic Americans by her principles, 
and the great provocation the has given to America, ou^it \ve not 
likewife to admire and imitate the moderation, the prudence, and 
the propriety which America has exhibited under the able, the 
nuinly, and unexampled wtfdom of that great man who is at the 
head of her councils and Government, and appears the greateft 
lUtefman that thc/woild ever faw ? To thofc who argued that 
fircating with France for a feparate peace, would be a violation of 
rij^dcreot treaties wluch the Executive Government lud entered into 
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tvith fore^ powers^ lie would ftty,'' lio tfeaty oi%ht fo,iii^<i^ 
^been made by which this country was prevented from makiw a 
parate peace, when her intcrefls required it. The priviw^ of 
Parliament would be annihilated, indeed, and wc {Iiould'be^S^i^ 
on principles not Biitifli, but truly PrulTian and Gejinan, if* ever 
\\c allowed the King or the Miniftersto make treaties which hound 
the Parliament and the people of this country not to have peace till 
the lomantlc and impra<iticablc views of thofe viho entered into fuch 
ticjtics 1 p\cio gratititd. Did I not, mv Lords, ficl mylclf exhauft- 
(d , did I not iind tlie fubjciSf difoullcd, I would Hill trouble your 
Loidfliijs with one word with n to Monlicur Chauvelin. I 
know ot no iiicguiarify, no impropriety of his, I have not heard 
of his milconducl; nor can 1 dcvifc, w'hy his name has been In- 
ti«Kluced. His lairdHiip concluded with rcaiiing an evtradfof a let- 
fir from Dumourkr, wliuh ilicwcd that the Miniftry of England 
were opening a trcit) about the .»qd of January 1793, after Mi- 
I iilrrs hul ntufed icicinptoiily to ticat or ncgociitc at all with the 
1 rcnchOoMinmcnt. 

The iMrl of C \RLISl E wifhcd it not to go abroad that there 
v\ IS in this coimtrv any avcr<ion to peace. The true ground 
01 obje<?lin^ to treat was, tint the proper time for ticating was not 
\ t come. Lit their I^rdflnps confidcr what the effedf of voting 
liiLh a motum woiiU' 1 c on the other Hde of ^|ie w'atcr. Our ene¬ 
mies would believe, tint we were unable to prufccutc the war, and 
riie in thiir diinaiuL when W'e pmpofed peace. It could not b« 

• pretended tint the wai had been unprodudilive of advantage. Thc‘ 
•advantage ot dri\ ii'g the Fiench back fiom Holland and the Auftriin 
Nitherlands was greit , the advantage of driving them out of In- 
<lia was alio great, but moic impoitint than all the reft was, in 
his opinion, the idvantagc of *cutting off all communleation with 
branee at the time ^hen war w is declared, a eireumftance of the 
utnioll importance to tht internal tranquillity of this country, and 
vihich nothing but w n could hi\c fo completely cffciled. 

Lord GRLNV^ILLL faid, that whatever the real objciSt of the 
motion might be, and whatever w^s the real intention of the noble 
Lord in'making it, he felt gicat pleafurc in rcflciSlir^ that it would 
at leaft have one happy efie<£t, namely, that of conftiming andim- 
prefting more deeply on the minds of that Houfe, on the minds 
of the whole Parliament, and on the minds of the people at laigc, 
the true, legitimate, and fondamcntal piinciplcs of the w ar, and of re¬ 
minding them, by reiterated difeuftion of the fame points, how much 
they had at ftake in the event of it, and how neceffary it was to pro- 
fecute it with their whole uiuted fticngth. impreffed with this idca^ 
VoL. XXXVIII \ 


he bij:e thoo^jh the hour was, enter into ^ primary caofes of 

, riie war; and,toufe ^ very cm|^ticalwordsofHisMaje%*sfpeech, 
entreat thrir Lordihipsto Jceep the origin of it in their minds. He 
briievdil, however, that riierc were but few who then heard him 
that wm not convinced that it wa<$ a war, on the fuccefs of which 
the cxiftence of every tWng they had or valued in life depended. 
It was a happy rcflcdlion to him, th.it tlic country was every where 
difpofed to meet the danger manfully ; for people vcri' juftly con- 
ildercd, whether it vicro better to compound our exigence, or to 
facrifiee, by one a<Sl, our property, our religion, and our Hbettics. 
Vary the fiibjeft (f.iys the noble Lord) as often as you pleafe—turn 
it and wind it in what form you v ill—this is the true ftatc of the 
quedion^ and to argue the point at any Icngrh, would be to imply 
a doubt of the truth of it. A noble Duke (fvccds; had in the courfe 
of his fpccch very naturally afkcd. What new ground had occurred 
in the fpacc vi the lad: few weeks to change the opinion of Parlia- 
liamcnt, which had lately gone to the fiiOt of the H’hrone to pledge 
itfelf to fupport the war ? What n«*w mcafurcs had arifen now to 
hold out the idea of pc.u:c, tlujugli iv>t a fubdanthil one. A noble 
Lord liad defired to know, and h.id challenged thufc who wetc ad¬ 
vocates for the war to declare, whether they could, in any tw'o 
words, exprefs the objeeKthey had in ^iew ? This challenge he 
was willing to acce*pt—Nay, he would go fartlicr, and, in one 
word, tell their Lurdlhips the objedl—It was fecuriy. 

A noble Duke had, in the courfc of tlic debate, adverted to the 
fpcech of a right honourable friend of his (Mr. Pitt,j delivered in 
the other Houfe in die year 1792, in which he had congratulated 
die nation on the certain profpect of a lading and advantageous 
peace. His Lordfhip faid, that had his right honourable friend 
gone even fo far as to fpcak with thrt degree of certainty dated by 
the noble Duke, allowance might be mad» for ^-teal, and the fiallty 
infeparablc from human opinions and fentiments. That matter, 
however, was totally irrelevant to the fubjcdl in difcudlon; for, 
would any man prefume to compare the date of Europe in the year 
1792 to its lituation when the w'ar began? I'herc was at that 
time (1792) fomething like a CJovcmmcnt in France. T|ic ami¬ 
able Monarch, who afterwards fell a victim to a rcgicidal fa^ion, 
%as then in being, and had fome little power; and the fcanty au- 
'riiority which he had was made ufc of to compofe the tumultuous 
and hodile difpodtions of thofc who had ufurped the power in that 
countiy, aril! to avert the menaced hoftility of the furrounding na^ 
Cions. At his folicitadon the mod friendly conduct was purfued by 
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die Government of dds countiy; and thehi were drong !u^ en< 
tertained thofe in His Maje%’s Councils, chat this amical;^ d!f* 
pofition would have met with no interruption. The Empem had 
(hewn a fimilar forbearance, and indeed more than mod powers 
would have done, with the hope that humilities would be prevented. 
But there was a party in the Conveniion who were adituated by the 
bafeft principles that ever were difplayed in any country. Th^ ar¬ 
gued, that if the King (liould become popular, he would at length 
become powerful. They therefore frudrated all His Majedy’s pa¬ 
cific views, compelled him to difchaigc his Miniders, and fubditute 
Bridht’s faction in their dead; and then came on the war wid^udria. 
AAuated by malignity and perfidy, they forced the King to abandon 
peace, in order the better to bring about their private ends, and 
edablifh a Republican Government. Much had been faid of the 
manner in which Moniicur Ciiauvclin had been treated, and much 
blame had been attempted to be thrown on Miniders for their con- 
dud in that tranfadion—But here, J.,ord Grenville faid, he mud 
avow, that their treatment (jf Monfitiir Chauvelin, lb long as he 
concluded himfelf with the difcrction due to the country, was friend¬ 
ly, conciliating and indulgent ^ but from that period in 1792* 
when the Jacobin Fadion had ufurped the Government, and got 
pofllflion of power, Monficur Chauvelin l^t no means of corrup¬ 
tion unattempted, by him or his agents here, to debauch the minds 
('f the people, promote difafledion to the Government, and raife 
them up in op[jofition to the cdahlifhcd authority of the country, 
'rhefe were f.ids, of which, thr)Ugh fome pretended to be ignorant, 
almod every one knew—for which he rcfeired to thek Lordflups* 
own bofoms, to the public opinion, and to the proclamation which 
His Majcfty found it neceflir)' to ifliie, in order to put a dop to the 
progrefs of thofe machinations, and to awaken the people to a fenfe 
of their danger. Such, his Lordfiiip f;ud, was the extent of the 
mifehief then; but had it been diminifhed fince ? He would lay 
that it had not, nor ever would, but by crudiing the very fource 
from which it fprung \ for if fedition reared its head here, and Ja¬ 
cobinical principles wefc druggling for efifeds, how could it be hoped 
to be executed but by uniting with the fadlous banditti in France) 
How far attempts of that kind had been made, was in the recollec¬ 
tion of evciy one; he had therefore the Icfsoccafion to remind their 
Lordfhips, that the followers and imitators of the French in this 
country had adopted the manners, the forms, the declarations, the 
very appellations, and every the minuteft circumftancc; wluch 
circumj^nces of themfelves, without any overt ads, was amp]^ 
and convincing proof of the dangerousandperi)idot)s 4 >i 4 t adur^od 
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' jiMW. His Lordihipthen went into a full detail of the oitginal circum-, 
fiances that gave rife to the war, and drew the mod conclufiv^ and 
undeniable inferences from eveiy part of it, to (hew that the war 
was, on the part of Great Britain, defenfive in fpirit and in fadl; 
but if none of diis, faid he, had pafied, fubfequent ads of aggref- 
iicm, tl>e various decrees of the Conventbn carrving day after day 
mterat^ infult and injury to fiiis country, and followed up even to 
the prefent time, would have rendered it impolTiblc for us to remain 
at peace. His Lordfhip difclrimcd all rancour m the perfevcrance 
he avowed—declared that Great Britiin alone, and her fafety, was 
in contemplation in the proftcution of tiic war, and repeitcd diat the 
end proiwfed was fecurity. And he would not fuppofc that Parlia¬ 
ment would, infuchacafc, callon Miniderstofavin whatfpcciBc 
matter or move that fecurity was to be obtained: it was a thing 
that depended on i vaiiety of fluduating events , and to afli it of 
him, would be to make fuvh t demand as never wts made in Par¬ 
liament, or in anv other w ife deliberative aficmbly. He begged 
their Lorlfliips to rccollcel, that the prefent wa» totally different 
from all former wars in its origin and rondu^l, and mud be tfli- 
mated therefore by a new Icalc, and the qucftion then before the 
Houfc w as Amply refolvtd to this, (hall the horrors of France be in 
troduced into England’ The piopoiitionof ih it night was nothing 
fhort of this. A noble*’Lord had expri (fed his diflu lief of the adop¬ 
tion of atheifm by the French. Thus far he would agree with 
the noble Lord, that atheifm had not become iinivcrfal with the 
people there , but that it was adopted by the ruling poweis, no one 
could doubt, for there were undeniable proofs of if. His Lord- 
Ihip referred for thefe to the proceedings of the National Conven¬ 
tion, ;wherc the MunicipiKty of Paris'Camc to the bar, and made a 
formal and folemn renunention of Chriftianity, as a religion of 
murder anji error. Not only the whole Convention joined in exe¬ 
cration of it, but the Picfidciit congratulatcii them that they had, 
at one blow, annihilated eighteen centuries of error and fupciltition, 
and, in fine, decreed that there fliould be no public worfhip of any 
kind, nor any God but the Tree of Liberty! Finding, howi ver, 
diat this was rather top much even for France, they opened the 
jjdaces of public worfhip,_ but with a refetvation Hill more wicked, 
inltdious, cruel and tyrannical, than the orij^nal decree itfelf. A 
noble Lord had faid, that the barrier of FVance was impregnable; 
and had quoted the auihoriQr of the Duke of Marlborough. ** Now, 
** of ail oriier authenides,’' faid Lord Gremdlle, ** that is the moft 
** unfortunate and injudicious that the ndslc Lord could have 
chodd) I 11^ the Duke of MarUxiroi^ was lumfelf the very 
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f* man who broke that barrier, and took rite 
« Lifle.*' , . , 

Lord Grenville then adverted to what had faUcn fidm the noble * 
Marquis, touching the (aft campaign, which he bad cenfi^red sk 
unpr^uiftive of any advantage; but as facts wpre at aU times aide 
to countervail mere afTcrtioii, he would lay before the Houfe the 
comparative ilatc of Fiance at the beginning of tlie campaign in the' 
month of February, and at the clofc of it. 

In Februar)', the French were in pofllflion of the Auforian No»» 
thcrlands, had poffenion of Valenciennes, Conde, Le Quefnoy^ 
and a number of other towns. They had a vi(^ork)U8 army in 
Champagne, a vidorioas army in Stvoy, and liad penetrated even 
^)H>llaIld, whcie, with an army elated with unexpeded fentune, 
and fliifhcd with rapid vu lories, the) t! 11 catened to fubiugatc Hol¬ 
land, and make the woaltli and fleets of that Republic the in'lru« 
menfs of defeent on Gicar Biitain ; thtir Pcet riding triumphant in 
the Mediterranean, and the Teas covered with their armed foips. 
'riiis was their llare in the month of Fcbruir*'. His Lurdfhip then 
crdlcd upon their I^ordihips to recoiled how it was at the concluiiQii 
of the year. The French drove by the gallantry of rhe Bridfh 
troops from Willi iindadt, and finally out of AulhI m Flanderst 
thdr commerce ddlioycd, and the feas (Tteared of their eruizet^; 
the grand fleet in the Medi^Mrancan deflroved, their n ivy crij^diedf 
and their piincipil aricnal rendered uf'lcis; while almofl; all Uie 
jxirts in KurojH: arc fliat agiind them. To all this w is to be added 
the various polG 'lions taken from them in the Weft In'Has, now ^ 
the hands of the Knglifh, and their total expuhion from the Conti<- 
nent of India. I'hefc wcri^fucecircs which his Lordiliip contended 
were greater than^had ever atunded the firft campaign of any war, 
and f.ir more than a fuker man could, at the commencement of it, 
have rationalh hoped for. Lord (}renville here defended the Dutch 
from fomc infininiions that had been tlirown out by a noble Marqins 
againft their militar)' character. He thought they had much better 
luivc been avoiiLd, for the}' were calculated to do eflential mifchlcf 
to tlus country. Something of a fimilar nature had been faidof.ftie 
King of Sardinia, who liad been reprefented as contipuing the war 
for no other rcafoa,than to benefit himfelf by fubfitty granted to 
liim. Nothii^ vras more falfc. His Majefty an honourable 
man, and was perfc^ly entitled to the afliftance, granted him. His 
Lordfhip then turned to the conduct of the allies Iq ncufiral natiems. 
.which had ferved as another tp^c of criminaUoii; and on 
was candid and explicit. He fai^, the intention 
pations, under the pr^ext of an aifo^ed ncutcitit]f* frwt fupplyinj 
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die enemy with the materials ior caning on the unir; and on this 
fubjeft the languid of the Cabinet to thofe neutral powers was m a 
tone of moderation, gtxkl temper and firmnefs; and he avowed, 
that if, notwithilanding fuch remonlbrances, they ftill perfiiled, the 
arm of war ought to be brought in aid, for it \ias indifpenfably ne- 
cefliuy to the fuccefsful profecution and fpeedy termination of the 
■war, that fuch collufive underhand dealings fnould be put an end 
to. As to America, which the noble laird had faid was difpofed to 
go to war with us, his Lordlhip faid, tliat he had rcafon to be of a 
diilerent opinion; on the contrarv, he was perfuaded, that if fhe 
departed from her neutrality, it would be on the fide of the allies. 
He declared that he wifhed well to Ameiica, was defirouh that the 
utmoft harmony (hould fubfifi between the two countries, and car- 
nefily wifhed to obliterate and w ipe a\/ay, by every art of good¬ 
will and friendly intercourfe, that animofity which the unhappy 
conteft with this country had left upon the minds of that people. 
His Lordihip here faid, that there \\'‘s »>nc thing whiih had fallen 
from the noble Lord, refperting America, whiv.h afioniihed him be- 
ymd meafure, and gave him the utmoif conoern, namely, that it 
had been the policy of the Biitilh Government to excite the favages 
of America to holtility a^ainfi the Americans This was a charge 
of fodetefiable a nature, and founw iiiantabU an afiertion, thit he 
thought it his duty to declare it was a grofs talfchood. fo far from 
ftimulating them to war with the Amcriuins, the Bntifh oflietis and 


the Governors of Upper and Lower Canada had interfirai and nego 
dated, and done the utmofi they could to fettle their differences, and 
to bring about a laffing peace between them. A noble Duke had 
obierved, that this country required renovation in its church and 
State. This was not well faid. Full of deftrts ns it might appear 
to be in the eyes of the noble Lord, a clear and decided fcntiincnt 
prevailed among the people to fupport the Conftitution. This was 
not, at all events, the moment to adopt renovation, hor was the 
country deficient in its finances, as feme noble Lt>tds had defciibed 
if, comparing them with the refources of France, the finances of 
tiM country were not fuch as to oblige Miniffers to make a forced 
as had been done in that wretched countiy, where every man 
wa obliged to pay a fum, not only in proportion to his income, but 
alto to the whole amount of what he was worth, if it exceeded 200I. 

muff; give in a tohedule of his efFerts under pain of death in cafe 
iaWits not ex4^« In France there was neiriicr money, credit, fb- 
emnmerce, nor domefiic traffick; no agriculture, becaufe there 
tnaneff nof hands to till the ground; all the men were 
Wtocd^ the arinies. So far from France having a fixe ConffUii* 



tlon, there eufied in it the mod polidve tyranny. ^ Difo)tiCciit^ 
univerfal, and the citizens were only kept in awe by an armed fixce 
placed over them. It was the fame in all the departments. ThU 
fadl was ib generally aieertained^ that the motion for a peace was 
vciy falfely worded, in calling them an united nation. Lord Gren¬ 
ville then proceeded to examine what grounds or'feciirity there 
for propoiing a peace, or what ill confcquences muft not enfue, 
fhould the ofer be rejefted. He was ationifhed to fee two mar, , 
fuch as the noble Marquis and tlie noble Duke, vrho had both held 
fuel) fituations in this country, come forward and {xopofe a negocU 
ntion without advancing one ailment, or dating any one ground on 
which a peace could be brought about with fccurity. Nor had they' 
dated what their indwmation was which gave them hopes of fuccefs. ’ 
WouUl cither of the noble perfonages <l«^rade thcmfelves fo much 
as to be the bearers of a propofition for peace ? Or docs there exift 
a man in France who has the power to treat with them? I have 
“ never, (faid his Lordlhip) known the man who could give me an 
“ anfwer to this <]uciiion. There is neither dability nor confequence 
** in any one fet of men to trc.it for .a peace. There cxids a power 
“ for invalion, but no power for ncgociation.” Barren; in his lad ' 
fpecch has faid, “ K-ings have alkcd us with whom are they to treat. 

** I anfwer them, lot them treat with our armies on the dontiers.’* 
But there are fevcral armies, and what one may agree to, the other 
inigiU dilapprove. 1 do not fay, but that there may be fomc great 
Gt.ncr.ll in an army, with whom it might be fafe to treat. But who 
are the Generals who head the Freueh armies ? Are they men of 
any note, or w’.o arc permanent in their command? Are they not 
rather objedts of jcaloufy and nii.sfortunc; pafling from obfeurity to 
command, and from command to the guillotine r They are fo nu¬ 
merous, that they jjafs by Ihec (hades. In the whole courfe of the 
revolution, t:icrc«have been but two Generals w’ho )x>lfe(rcd any 
kind of power, and thefc arc La Fayette and Oumouricr. We all 
know what has been the fate of both. I therefore may fairly con¬ 
clude, that there is no fccurity in treating with the armies. If any 
power exids in France, it is with the mod defperate men, wluife 
tradie is in murder and adaiTinatton. Bcfidcs, there arc two didin(^ 
obdaclcs to prevent even a ncgociation, much Icfs a fcmblance of 
cbncluding afecurc peace. By one decree of the National Conven¬ 
tion, every man is to be punidicd with death who propofes a peace; 
and by die other it is decreed, tiiat die French Republic (hall make 
no peace while the enemy holds a foot of ground on its frontiers. 
Thefc arc not light decrees, inconddcrately rcfulvcd on; but they 
arc fundamental articles of then creed. What is the (ituation of 



mm Y 'A. 1794* 

■Alt; aSied powders, that they are obHged to conform thcntfclvcs to 
tfwfo ncw-fei^lcd regulations ? His it not been the cuftom .of every 
nation to acquire an indemnity after a fucceftfuF war? Will siny^ 
IMti iay» ftiat we are to give up all our conquefts, to evacuate a& 
^taftrong pofts now in our pt>flcflion, as a preliminary to a ncgoci- 
adonand acknowledgement of the French Republic, its iiidiviiibi> 
lity, its equal!t)', its liberty, and all its bombaftic appellations; that 
we muft acknowledge the fovcrcignty of the people, as well as their 
fyianny, the fouicc of every diiorder. If \ou d<i fo, you arc con- 
fofilng the tywnny of your bwn Government, and the jufticc of 
theirs* What an example docs this hold out to ever)' nition! 'riielc 
are the conceftions M’hich mnft be made before a nc’gociation can be 
'entered on. The French provoked the war to cflablifli a Rtpublic; 
and rtiey continue the war to preferve it; nor do thc^ think thom- 
ielves fafe, till, as Barrere favs, (^according to \shat 1 Invc read in 
an EngUfti ncvfpajjcrj the Engliih renounce their infernal Conftitu- 
tion. For my own part, I ftnailil feel it anhonoiii to lie confidc’'cd 
by France as an obftaele to the eftabltnimcnt of their criminal Go¬ 
vernment. It is my firm opinion, iliat the only rcfult of fuectls 
on the part of the enemy would be, die coi^folidation of the Repub¬ 
lic of France, and the confequenr deftrudtion of ever)' monarchical 
Government by France. I thcrcfi.re give this motion a more 
decided negative than ever I did any other fince I fat in Parliamcni. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE fai<l, that he would not, at 
fo late an hour, 'claim in its full extent the ordinaly indulgence of 
tile Houfe to thofc who brought forward motions. His reply might 
be the fhorter, beraufe nearly all tlie ai^i.mcnts iifed againft his 
motion, efpccially thofc of the noble I^ord who fjxike laft, were fo 
(imilar to thofc offered during the American w'ar, which had been 
finally refuted by events, that mutandisy it might almoft be 

imagined the fame perfons had deli\cred them. The fame fort of 
reprefentations w'crc frequent then, the fame aflertions of the weak- 
nefs of our antagonift, the fame doubts as to whom we could treat 
with, and the fame difficulties arifing fiom the declarations of the 
Aonericans. But Parliament, by two Ihort lines, had folvcd all 
thefe doubts, and removed all thefe difficulties; w'hen thej' declared 
diat did not fee a ncccflity for a farther offenfive war with 
America, they virtually annulled all thefe harfli declarations of th'c 
Americans, and the two countries being inclined to make peace, 
peace was accordingly very foon had. 

‘ Minifters fpokc of the Hourifhing condition of this couhtiy, and 
of Its jefources for w'ar; but did they know the fentiments of the 
.merchants and manufacturers ? He liad a letter in hi^ pocket from 
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Birmin^m) which mentioned, diat 4.000 perfons had,been added 
to the poor lifts there, during the war; and even the rapidi^ with 
which our armies had been raifed and fleets manned, fpoke the decay 
of our trade ; for, whence came our foldiers but horn our manu- 
^<ftorics, or our fcamcn but from merchant (hips ? The true 
mode of giving additional fecuiity to the conftitution of the country, 
was by preferving, or increaflng the bleftlngs of the people. Bur¬ 
dens, how'ever dextroufly they might be packed, did not lole their 
weight; and there was a point, beyond which the packhorfe could 
not be loaded. That the French had a}nfentcd to apply all private 
property to public ufe, which the noble Lord had mentioned, was 
a difadvantage to this country : lince it proved how devoted they 
were to the conteft. Property in this country was happily fecure, 
and he hoped it would always be fo much fo, tiiat neither the noble 
Lord, nor any of his aftbeiates, fliould be able fo touch it. The 
rendering perfons of all pcrfualions contented wiih their treatment 
was another mode of defending the conftitution, and, lince the 
Catholics had happily been emancipated, why w^ere the poor Dif- 
fenters, in thefe times of rumoured danger, fuftered to remain in 
difeontent ? Why not extend the trial by jury to Scotland ? 

Minifters inquired w'ith whom wc could treat in France ? That 
was a fuitable object for their inqiiiiy, wdiofc bufiiicfs it would be to 
treat, when ncgociation (hould be approved of, and there was no 
doubt that the proper perfons might be c-afily found. His Lordfhip 
paid many compliments to the noble Duke who had fccondcd the 
mr)tion ; and fuid, that having come dow'ii to the Houfc to vote 
againft the American war, fupported only by four jicrfons who had 
finally fiiccccdcd in obtaining peace, he did not doubt to fee the fmall 
band, w'hieii w-as now unitcdi and now feouted as much as the 
former had been, pgrfevering, w'ithout a finglo defertion, till tlicy 
had finally accompiifhcd their happy object. 

Tuefday, l^th February. 

No public bufinefs. 

• IFedneJdayf 19/A February. 

The Duke of NORFOLK, on the motion for the Mutiny bill 
being referred to a Committee, begged to make a few obfervations, 
preparatory to a meafure which he fhould offer to the confideration 
of the Houfe in this ftage of the bufinefs. A number of Heffian 
troops had been landed in the Ifle of Wight, and were now there, 
without being fubjedt to the military laws of this country. Tliey 
were landed without the confent of Parliament, and remained there 
: Vot. XXXVIII. R 
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unfancHoncd by any of the Jx-giflature. They were, as he nn- 
derftfx)ti,’ without direipline, and not amenable to martial law,—- 
Tliis he ct'nftdercd as highly unpropor; and therefore it was his 
wifh to introduce into the Mutiny bill, a claisfe, founded on the 
neeefiity of our prefent lifiv.iri<ai, to legalise their being itt thefe 
realms, and to make rlicnn, =is v as de ne in the calc of the Scotch 
Ftncibics, amenable to the military laws uf Ciroat Britain, I’o long 
as they continued there. Hr thercf.'ve moved, “ 'J"hat inlirnclion 
be given to diC Coniiinttee on tiiis bill, to iiV.vociucc a elaul'e for 
regulating fortigu tri.oo> in this klngdt-m, and fill jeciing them to 
military Jaw'." 

Earl Sl'lZNCIiR .v.TMn'd their Li.i-dihip'^, that no man war. mi.r-j 
firmly attatli-.d 10 <'1,. Ci-.T'i'iifutK.n ih'.n he and ilvai },•■ ihoul .1 
be the firlf to oppoV .iny ael of I’-nii.iin. nf nluc’n llumhl iegalik' tht 
introdm'‘Aiou ')i Kii'-hni lror'n> togniui dii> c'U'Uw. vl-.p.c the Bn 

tilh hrCvj wvre f-utuing iht l atrU'= f lerniau). 'I ni';, lio\M,\ei, 
VMS j;..t r!;.;- cais ,:t pn-fem. He had read Jiii fj c'vh, 

and lbur>.! in i; Ind cu-;’,? ju'dil'cat'. ii ot die inealurc :i:'opr;:;i. i i' 
hjldi no far.is iiom die H, if.an rroops. In tlie picl'. ni inlianc’.. 
he (hough.t, th.u ilio Miiticv jVd: vas a very iiViproTsor manner «)f 
introducing rre-nr.i ndinent vliii-li the nobic J!)iikc pr.,>p..<ed, uni 
that the pr.''p'>!irion iho;il>l he as ell piopoi irj* iv»i U- 11 *v> 

and extra«)r<lir.ar- hitherto l a-'e heen ndidc, firi* by a n aie, 

to the Hojfc, .'luu :ht;j by a uvotlon, in wliatcvir m the nob)-.r 
mover thought bc:l idcpted u> Ifis purj i-f'.- bor lii. ovn nal^ he 
crMtcvivcd, tiiat to make ihc .Mntinv bid a cosv.i-Miiie': t * ic-.d'nv 
the infrodu 6 ii«!n of f-.rcign troop;, into tliis kingdom, and r*» w-n- 
rant ilieir c.intinuuncc tlitre, was not coiiliitutionai and on tha! 
ground ah'.nc, he HiOuid with the m.bh; Duke not t.’picfi the me 

(toi;, , 

'I'lic I,).;'.;?* of NORl'OLK rcpiied, ( 1 m; if Minilkr^ ViOuld. ei’, '; 
him am affu-'anct rh.it they xm'aut, in any Aiaj'ie, (o Kinttion i!-;. 
landing of ilicfe tioops, by a motion in Parliament, he ilieuid iv • 
perfevere; nut if it was infcmlcd to Kt the matter reft as It did .".f 
prefent, he ftjoulJ certainly piiocec*', and take the fenlc.of tlit 
Hoiife on his moLion. 

Lord GRENVILLE thought it would be better to fuller the 
bill to go into a Committee, and their Lordfliips might ufc their 
difcreiion as to any claufes that might be projx>fed. He had another 
rcafon for vilhing this mode to be adopted, which an^fe from the 
confideration of a fubjciSf which ftood for difcuflion on Friday next, 
namely, the queftion of k^ality in landing tlicHefiian trwps. Poi 
fihly, the event of that debate nwght facilitate the difeuflTion of the 
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noble Duka’s motion ; and pcriiapg it might appe* mere eligible to 
bring in a bill f<*r tivat pnric fb. 

Lord THL'RLOW himf'.'lf to be unable to give bis 

opinion on rJ:I. very iinpoifant (pjclllon at preMcnt, as there was 
not before tbi-ii Lordiliips an iota ol‘ information on v/iiieh to ibrrn 
•111 accurate jiuigomcnt, Me was furo the noble iJ>iiko had no in-. 
fentioR :o rake t)ic HoinV by firpiilc, and thought a maaftire of fuciv' 
importance as the noble Dnk.-- conlidercd iJil'. to i>e, ought not to 
be bronphi into n (aunmittc;- on the Mutiny biii ; nor could he 
iin.vht'r tile julticu of iiirrodui‘ng it by a picvious motion in the 
Houfi-i which marion was t'» hind me Cointniuee to adopt it, there¬ 
to making then: but -i incic (.yplici, if the inoafurc intended by 
tl'.c nobU Dakw was a jsi't t'u, •‘■ilv true, proper, and confii- 
joeiood that idibred, was to 'novc tor a hi!’, aiwl give 
j-r.’vio .’s M'j'bt .af ssi.at v-’f. tin-yi’tKipil heads of at bdU- By 
dj.”' O'u'ts-ti:e j; g.'li»'v I'jf i'S.'viing tl«e froou', would e.)ni..'inc(> open 
::i d f.tl: 'I'jn : wlicre u. by t::e prerenr niodt., a ncvV nutter of 

,n 11,fc, ivniei* in 'i great ini-'afnrc aliertd tlio l.tw of the 

ia ui, .v:!' <0 t-.tke Jt.' origio by wiy of amendment to an old l-aw', 
rbf.ji.yn |f .5 j'lvv puf-d. 

I ii Lab' ■.=• (i.OLKDAld^ tiMiic'l t!io leg tlliv of lanHing 

• li.. yiii'.j.er ’iid uid not thcrehjn' CwUnfeninee anv niea- 

lore •>:’w : .1 ! a 'er;a:. iv. V lo h -aiiAo either dlleiniurkati. .0. or cunti- 
if, ..rraeked t:u ^^lm'ters f*r b'.Inging itito ibis reahn 
i.>‘-VAu\\ m tir. ‘pirit and ictiev of the c-oiifthuiion. 

Ji’iV. ic’ud-aj^dn'l jo.ic b.b.-in of (r j'.eniment which rcfiited all 
Jv IiaC f-'al *.iiUi**vyt the bmcling of thifc Hoops, -and won- 
•fivd ir.i.i b ac rl'.eir roiuiitig 4 o Ihv fiv \vh.it puipofe. the HelVvurs 
'■‘■ero in.teitdi -. 1 , 1.' e'-i.pe.lidon their alTiiimcc was rc^juilitp, how 
!'-.ng lii.y ive\c lo ctuiiirtviCj uL.it tlicir numbers were, and whe* 
.‘ner rliolr iv-mbcr'* v.cre to Ke in.'reafed r Foreign troi'.ps in this 
(ounrr., nnUr.cdioncd by iMriunnciu, weie dangerous innovators. 
'riiL-y vert ever hohi fe. iv fo, and at this iiMnnent paitiruiariy to 
be dreadftl. Fli'-voi-.e, belaid, was tor the liberties ot the people, 
and the feeurity ot the right*', ol’ ma'ikind i and he could m.**. fee 
tliofe lights itivadej, without jf.inghis dntv, in oppoling char which 
Ik- deemed to be oangcroUsS. IJe tlioiighr it ratlier firangc. and 
indcv’d fufpicioully to be appiclu-iiUcd, tint flis Majoih'*; MiniAcis 
fnould prefer having torcigji tn*>psto protect iiiis realm to the na¬ 
tive citizens of tlic cuunin, , and lie conld not but blame th'it nica- 
furc wiiich font Eiigliflnnen to flso<! their bfv)d rn rlcfence ot Cict- 
many, whilit foreigners wore imjsDrtcii ro guard the realm of Great 
Biitain. lie thercfoic tiiought that foiiiething ihould be done 
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which might bring thefe foreigners under the fubje<^ion of the mili¬ 
tary laws of this country ; at prefent they were not amenable to 
them. He wilhed to know what w'as the purport of tlicir taking 
up their rcfidcncc at the Iflc of Wight, for Parliament was wholly 
unintbrmed on the fubjc»SL There was not a lingle document on 
their Lordfliips* table to prove to w'hat end their landing pointed, or 
what beAcdt this countr)' was to reap from their arrival. 

Lord CjRENVILLE referred the noble Earl to His Majefty’s 
fpccch, as a document wlilch provctl that the inatrcr was before the 
Houfe, and reminded him of the motion made for the agitation of 
this queftion next Friday, when probably he might more fully learn 
from the tenor of what would be fiid on tliat day, how far the land¬ 
ing of thefe tr(M>ps was legal. What eaufed their difembaikation 
on the Hie of Wight, had hccti fully explaiiu d by a noble Huron 
(Rawdon) a few days ago. As to the motion intended by the noble 
Duke, he conceived it to be highly improp<'r—if was a fort of chal¬ 
lenge to the anticipation of the debate (mi I'rid ’v J!C\t, and feemed 
as a kind of lure to draw out before th.e time Vih.it wire the grounds 
on which thofe who fupportod th.c mcafurc meant to found their ar¬ 
guments. It was taking liio Houfe by furprizc. As to his owp 
opinion, on the fubjtcl of landing thefe troops, it was dear ; and 
lie had not a doubt biA. every fair ami candid m.an, vvi.o valued the 
liberties and conlliturion of his country, would f c it, vhen the 
fubjeift came pniperly Ix-ftae the Ihude, in the fame point of vie w. 

The Duke of NOHI'OLK again requeued to knoM’, if Mini- 
flcrs meant to biing forward any bill or motion to Icgalifc the 
landing of thefe troops. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, he beheld with ftirprifc and aftonifh- 
iricnt the recent oxteulion of the royal prtiog itivc, and with alarm 
and indigmition the blafplicmous do<?.him-'s lattly fupported in ano¬ 
ther place. He M as clearly of opinion, that notice fliould alM-ays 
be previoufly given before any matter of imjiortanre was .agitated, 
that tlic' Duds might be duly fummoned, as w-as the ufage of Par¬ 
liament ; but in rcfjxriSl to the prefent bufinefs, he had this to fay, 
tliat he thoiiglit His Majefty’s Minifters adlcd mod unconflitution- 
‘ally. He had huird it averred by a Miniftcr, that the landing fo¬ 
reign troops in this country, without the amfent of Parliament, wa* 
cfinJliMiionalf and he had heard it trcafonably afferted, that this was 
the prcpjgative of the Crown. He called it tnajanahky and he 
would dcline what Jydge Blackftonc faid of treafon.—It was a fe¬ 
lony, in M'hich foe perfon who killed the traitor was juftifiable— 
juhitiable homicide, faid the noble Earl—but if the traitor killed 
the . citizen who in fuch cafe attempted his life, it was murder. 
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For his own part, he faid, he would defend the liberties of the 
people againft all traitors to the Conilitution, at the hazard of hia 
life and fortune—and he cared not who they were. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, he did not know to whom the noble 
Earl alluded, wdicn In; fpol;c of treafonahl: pra^liccs. He agreed 
with him that traito;s ought not to furvi-.c dicir treafon to the Con¬ 
ilitution. He was con.’.need tliat t’*,. were in this country certain 
difafFcdled fnhjcoi*!, who wot,Id n.i.li'y pull down that'venerable 
fabric, which was tl;c ei’-.y and admiration of the world; but he 
faw no nccedity for cn.i< 'i..g new laws for its protcclion, thofe al¬ 
ready in force being fuf!]'!' nt to punilh their impotent attempts to 
violate it. As the ''^ditj of Ian ling the Hcfli.ins, he fhould 
foon have an opportui :iy of juiiifying that incafurc on conHitutional 


grounds. 

The Earl of LAlJDERDAirE called on the noble Secretary of 
State to come IbrAvanl boldly, and {«;int out the difaffecdcd perfons 
allud>-d ti'. He p-dnlcd out the d uig r «jf fuch myllcrious allufions, 
and T!ioiii.du i. Incjiiihent on tho no’.ih' Sccretaiyof State to give that 
Houfe all t!!c irdorniatieii \\i',iv.h lii> (>riici.d lituation enabled him to 
<lvj; for althoagh thev w-re jiot all confidential fervants of the 
Crown, tlv:v were all efy.alK the gu.irdians of the Conilitution. 

Lord (ii'tl'NVn.L!’) ivnlhd, lh.;i tho number was infignificant, 
and tl'.e cautc wt.d; ; and ih.it as the pr.Ttnt laws of the land were 
hsihcic.iilN -.Kieojuatc to the odfo.vhrs, it was totally unrequi- 

fitc tt) foiin atiy new -.id ort that fobjtct. Some of the inferior 
delinquents had already been biovig'nt to punifuinciu by their 
eoujitry. 

'I'he Duke of NORFOLK witlidrcw his amendment, as he 


untlcffox'd the matter w»s to be argued on Friday, which he did 
tiof underlland was to he fo, until it fell from a noble Earl (Stan- 
liope). 


T'hurjilfiy^ 20/b Fci'/'/if/ry. 


No public bufmefs. 

Fridayf 21 /? February. 

The Earl of ALBEMARLE faid, it would appear vet)' lingular, 
that fo young a Member of the Houfe as he was, (hould undertake 
a talk of fuch magnitude, as that of examining and cenfuring the 
conduol of Minifters ; but the right, nay, more, the duty of every 
Member of that Houfe to watch witir a je.ilous eye every a<ft that 
tended to extend the prcrc’gati * e of the Crown beyond its legal li¬ 
mits, and ever)' encroachment on the liberty of tlic fubjcdl, was 
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what he was furc the Houfe would agree with him in admitting ; a 
Tiolation of the laws of the country w'as a point which particularly 
called for their interpolition, ami in this light he confidered the a€t 
of landing a body of Hedian troops, without the confent of Parlia- 
tnent i but though he did not think it at all neceflTary to aflert that 
this had been done, as it muil be well known to every noble Lord 
][>refcnt, one thing he tliought it right to premil’e—that what he 
meant to fay on this occafion, Avould not interfere with the expedi¬ 
ency or the iv.QjClTity of tire meafure, but to combat the iq^iity of 
it. In order to prove that it was ftriitly illegal, his J^>rdfhip read 
that pirt of the Bill of Riglus which related to the fubjcv't before 
the Houfe; the Bill of Rights he confidered as a tleclar.itoiy law, 
and, in this particular, it cxpiefsly Oates, that tlie King cannot 
keep up a ft.tii'Jiiig armv, itr time of peace, without tlu' confent of 
Parliament. His L''»rdi'hip faid, he was :warc that lie Oiouin he 
told tint what he had juO read v\- is inapj-llcable, inaUnuch .is tlie 
■words of tlic bill Wv're, in tinre of peace, v. !icre:v> the rucafiirc was 
adopted in time of'war ; iait he v^ouM the more conteiul, that whai 
was deemed by the fpiiit of tJv ConOitntion to be iljcg.:l in time 
of peace, ought to be di omcd I'idl more ilicgal in rime of war ; and 
that Minifitrs diouM bo more cautit/as to infrinpe the laws at that 
time, than at ruiy otlur. ^ 'I'he next proof iip»»n svliich f-.is Lord- 
Ihip mehnt to efiablbb. the iihgilirv of the nicafiirc wa ■, the Acl ot' 
Settlement, 'rije Acf of Soi*^li;!nenf itat-s, that it ihall lic ilicpl 
frrany perfon, not born in England, Ireland, or Siotlau-l, or then- 
dependencies, except fueh a> had liecn naturaliied, or won: lunii ot 
ICnglifli parta-its, to hold any tiuit, oi\il or militar}'. 'Phis, thtr:- 
fore, is dlre*niy againfr the rncafiire that ha.s been adopted, for the 
Troops landed in Grear Bribiiii were commanded by foreign otneers, 
which was .a milinrv rrult \ and wluch truil the AVI of Seiilcmcnt 


made it illegal to cxercile ; the laivling and keeping the private foi- 
diers w'ttS alfo made an illegal act by the Mutiny Bill, '^flufc, his 
Lordfhip feid, wore firong fKiints, and fuch as he conceived would 
efiablifh the illcgnllty of the meafure; and he hail therefore pre¬ 
pared a bill of indemnity for thofe perfons who had advifed His 
Majclfy to it \ but before he moved for its being read, he thould 
dxaniihe the precedents of this cafe, as he was pcrfeiliy aware it was 
^ the^fual praciice in fupporting a bill. Thefe precedents w^orc to 
be found upon the Journals of the Houfe. 

His Lordihip then ran over tJic pivcedcnts of 1745, 
v.l775> 17S2, and 1784* upon, each of which he made foinc rc- 
In I745> when the country was threatened ivith an inva- 
/ ^<91, 2nd a number of foreign troops were landed^ ijic King had 



fent a meflage to Parliamentj cxprcflive of Ac circtimflance but 
> fuch was the Jealoufy 'which their LonhhipS’ anceftors mamfefted on 
that cccafion, that in the year 1746 they entered into a Armal pn>r 
^tcll againft Ac meafure. '[^erc tlie noble Lord read the protell* 
vv^iV-h was couched in ftrong and nervous language, expreffive of 
their jcaloufy of Ac incafurc.] In 1756, His Majefty again 
made a requifition of foreign forces, and at that period His Ma- 
jefty’s Minifters thought fit to give notice to Parliament. In 
* 7 7 5 » ^ motion ^vas brought forward for the purpofc of em¬ 
powering His MajcA' to fend foreign troops to Gibraltar and Port 
Mahon the motion v as lofi liy an evafion, as it was laid by the 
Miitifiers of that day that Gibrahar was tnit of the kingdom ; bat 
fuch w:is the r)pinion of iVv^ral noble I^rds, fi)rne of wliom he . 
c\p'jdcd would iupport his niotiojii, that they entered againft this' 
n’.e:«fiire alio a iirong and rna.nly proreft. His Lordlhip next 
a'lv«:rted to a bill of iademnitv introduced at that day ; it palled the 
v.' -.:iinvir.s, hut had I’cen 1 ejected in the Lords, bccaufc the pre- 
.1 ride ran thus, in the ulual f'crn, “ whereas chvhts having arifen” 
— Put tiielr Hruck with the vot'd cbjciffcd to 

rile hill in For to admit that, w'as, in fomc meafure, to ad¬ 

mit the juftilkatlon «d' Minifters at a fnimv period, if they had Ae 
t-'uiciity to ad vile Hi* MajeOy to fuch a mc.ilure, whhout the pre- 
vl'j'is coiifotit of P.irliamcnt. Sue), of tlic iV'ide Lords viiu/ 'ipproved 
of this mt-.dure io 1775, wouU! nut, he hoped, fkf('»r Vsiin now, 
and, bv violating the Conltinilioii, add to tlieir'condocl the charge 
c'f unjulliliahL’'iu'unfi.'tcnc). Much hid been faid of the impro¬ 
priety of agitating the quofilrui at tlio r-rcfciii period, bur, in his 
luind, the more Jai.geiuus the p! jit»d, the more ftriil Aouid their 
Loriiftiips he in prevLiinug any impn-per fin-tcli of the prerogative of 
the Crown. FSe uo>:i prcceiUiu to whibii he wa-uld call their 
Lord Alps'arteniiou was that of 170?, wltl-li he exph'ine«i. The 
precedent of 178.} was, wheti the IlcAaii trwps hf.joght borne 
from Air.ctica were landed in tlvc lilc of Wight, in -.•■‘Otequence e*f 
the river Wefer being Iro'/.cii, vihich rciidc.vcd it imivTA’.’c to fend 
them to their own c«iuntry till a tb'.'v took place. 7'hc H'^rl flated 


what had been th.e proceeding in tliat calc, and Arwed that Hie 
Majefty’s Mini tiers brought down a meflage to the Houfc, inform¬ 
ing Parliament of the circumftance and of its caufe. There was 
one precedent which he had forgot to ftate in its place, and that 
w-ts, a rcfoUuion of the Houfc of Commons in the year 1641, in 
thi fo w ords—** Rcfolvcd, tliat any perfon who fliall recommend to 
His Majefty to employ foreign troops wiAin this realm, ftall be 


4 ftee(I an anomy to dte Conftitution and the country, and punHh^ 
as fuc}»*’ Upon this his Lordihip meant to ground the juiiice oi 
&e biU," and faid, he was feelingly fcnfible that it was in very weak 
hands j but he doubted not but that fome noble Lords would in the 
oduric of the debate give fuch clear and unanfwerable aiguments jfu 
fupport of the bill, that would more than compenfate for his inabi- 
lity; no one, however, was more convinced of the neceflity of the 
WIl, and he had a right to cxpcdl the fupport of thofe who in 17 7 5 
Aoug^t the mcafure illf^l by their proteft, unlefs they were of 
e^inbn that what was unconftitutional then was conllitutional 19 
years after. He be^d their Lordfliips to confidcr, that if they 
thfew out the bill they would eftablifh a precedent extremely dan- 
gerous-—it would authorife the King to employ at any time an unli¬ 
mited number of foreign troops in Englifh pay, without the confont 
of Parliament; and ftippofing that (which for the happinefs of the 
country was quite the contrary) a vicious Prince were to come to 
rile throne, he would have it in his power to introduce info tlie 
kingdom as many troops as he plcafcd, and then overturn our glo¬ 
rious Conftitution; and he woiild alk, what would then become of 
the boafted liberty of Englilhmcn ? This \kas a confideration which, 
he trufted, would have due weight with their Lordfliips. 

His Lordfhip, after concluding his fpcech, brought in a bill of 
indemnity, agreeable to what he ftated in tlic preceding part of his 
fpeech. The preamble being read by the clerk at the table, and 
Lord Kenyon from the woolfack, 

Earl SPENCER faid, as there was no queflion before the Houfc, 
the bill being read a firft time," he did not fee how their Lordfliips 
could proceed farther in the debate. 

Earl of KINNOUL (Lord Hay) made a fimilar obfcn'ation. 

On the fuggeflion of* Lord Lauderdale, the Earl of Albemarle 
moved, that the bill be read a foond time on Mdfiday next. 

Earl SPENCER wiflicd to underftand how the queflion flood, 
as he did not concdlly conceive what die queflion was. 

Earl of KINNOUL (Lord Hay) made a flmilar obfervation. 

Earl STANHOPE explained, that the bill having been read a 
firft time, the queflion before the Houfc was, that it be read a 
feeond time on Monday next. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE rofe to fpcak to order. The 
i|liie(rion, his Lordfliip faid, was, through accident, irregularly put. 
It fliould have been, “ That tliis bill be read a fecond time ;** and 
the rime when it fliould be read a fccond rime, put, after that 
queflft:^ was difpo&d of, as a dilrintft and feparate ^udtion. This 
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' coiredlion was admitted on all hands, and the motion iiiood, ** That 
this bi^l be read a fecond dmc.” 

SPENCER congratulated the Houfe and the noble Earl, 
for nating b^un his political career with fentiments diat refledled 
the higheft honour on him, thofe of watching with patriotic jealoufy 
the fpirit of the ConAitution, and guarding the hbrrties of the 
Englifh people. He alfo gave the m>ble h.arl credit for havii^ 
dated die pieccdcnts very corrcdlly, and if the prefent indance was 
a violation of the laws, or deviation from thofe precedents which 
the noble Earl had quoted, he would very readily fecond his motion's 
but he conceived the circumdanccs of the prefent cafe could not be 
looked upon in that light: lie therefore defended the meafure, be* 
caufe it was neither againd the letter of the law, nor contrary to 
the fpirit of the Conditution, to demand it. His Lordfhip weftt 
over the f.ime grounds which the noble Earl had done before. 
The Bill of Rights was not violated in this cafe, becaufe though he 
allowed it to be a declaratory law, and that he drought it might 
apply in times of war as well as peace, vet it particularly forbid 
the keeping a danding army, without the confent of Parliament.—— 
The Adi of Settlement did not aiTedl it, bccaufc the troops now in 
England were no more than an armed peopl^ dationed at didlrent 
places. The officers did not comm md in thcii prefent date, and 
therefore they held no trud. IIis J.orddiip thought that of all the 
precedents mentioned by the noble Earl, two wete only applicable, 
and thofe were in 1782 and 1784, in the lad of thefo (1784) a 
medage was font to acquaint the Houfe, that a body ot foieign 
troops were ordered to be landed on fomc part of Great Britain; 
the troops were taken rnto Brllidr pay, they were come from Arne* 
rica, and were going to the place of their final defiination, but 
could not reach it on ao-ount of the fiod, but would rcjembark 
the moment the foafon would jrcrmit. '1 he prefont cafe was jud 
fimilar, the Hcflian troop<. taken into Brindi pay had come to the 
place of rendezvous, off the Ille of Wight, their dedination was 
not known, rnd if it had, hlimders would have been very wmnig 
to liave publidied it, dill a mefiage had been font to the Houfe, 

' declaring their arrival, and the reafon of their landing, viz. pre¬ 
venting fickiicfs among tliem ; in what indance then had the law 
been violated. With n^ard to the refolution of the Houfe of 
Commons in 1641, he did not conceive it could apply to the pre¬ 
fent cafe; it was not an adl therefore, nor a law; but he thougiht. 
it the Icfs worthy of notice, as it took place before the Revolution, 
from which time only the Conditution had taken tliat glorious form 
which it had retained ever fince. The noble Earl had (aid, he 
VoL. XXXVIII. s 
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f)Kpr£ted the fupport of th(^e who ptoteftcd agaiiift the employing * 
fyreign troops in 1775 ; as he was not in the Houfe^ he could not 
tdl ^e particular reafons for the proteft; but fiom the inform^n 
he had acquired on the fubjedl, he was led to think he woulu'nave 
voted fax the addrefs on that occafion. But if noble Lords were 
not to deliver their opiiuons freely, for fear of betraying themfelves 
into inconfiftcncies, there would be an end to free difcullion; the 
day on which the King’s meiTage was fent in 1784, on the fubje^ 
of foreign troops, prefented a very ilriking indance of inconddcncy, 
which operates directly againd the noble Earl’s roafoning. A body 
of Heifian troops were difembarked in time of peace on the erner* 
gency of the Wefer being frozen. The King s niedage was fent 
down to the Houfe of Commons on a memorable day, on the 12th 
of January, 1784. On that very d.iy the Houfe of Commons 
came to a vote, “ That His Majedy’s Miniders had not the confi¬ 
dence of that Houfe and yet, though tlius apparently able to pafs 
any lefolution tlicy might think fit, the meaiurc of the introdudtion 
of foreign troops was paffed over in filtncc. The fpirit of the pre- 
fent motion clearly was, that the King fhould not keep an army in 
this country, without the confent of Parliament picvioufly obtained. 
This would be true, it were either dated or believed that he kept 
this army for the purpofe of ufing it. If any man were to afiert 
that His Majedy could ufe thofe foreign troops, or any troops in 
adual fervicc, w'lthout the piev ious fantSlion of Parliament, he would . 
be the fird to impeach that man. It was the right and bounden 
duty of that lloufb to watch the cordutd <^f Minidcrs in this rcfpe£t, 
and it was certainly true, that their vigilance was mod demanded 
In dangerous times, when innovations might be mod fuccefsfully 
attempted. But he fiw now no violation of lasv or the Conditution 
in the prefent acl: when troops were thus landed, to judify the adt, 
it was cficntial they fhould have a foreign dedination, it was effen- 
tial that their refidence fhould be temporary, and above all, a 
prompt communication to Parliament was cficntial, to judify the 
intit du 61 ion of foreign troopsall thefe efifcntial points were found 
in the conduA of the prefent mcafurc. Now, unlcfs their Lord- 
fhips could believe tliat all this was meant as a blind, they could" 
not, in his mind, think that any ad on their parts was necef- 
fary. He would not hefitate to declare, that it was b^ond the 
leach of the prerogative to introduce foreign troops to quell do- 
medic diforder, to take any diarc in our garrifon duty, or to maker 
a permanent refidence in the lungdom, without the fandion of Par- 
liamott; but their introdudion on an emergency, and under the 
modificadom which he bad dated, was clearly nut a^iind law. 




and wanted no indemnity. The Houfe had ndver dioi^t fit ’tef , 
come to a decifion on the p(^t, and he confeiTed he dioi^ltt it 
an advantageous thing in our Conflitution, that our very deateft 
lights and privileges depended on very nice and minute di(lin£tions> 
by being frequently brought info difcufrion* ebgaged and 
interciied our warmeft afTcdlions, and fixed them deeply on our 
hearts. 

Lord AUCKLAND declared, that he would meet the difcuflSoil 
of all confiitutional topics in tliat Houfe with the greateil refpe^t^ 
and in doing fo, he could not fay more than that he entirely approved 
of what had fallen from the laft noble fpcaker. He contended, that 
fo far from the Confiitution being in any refpedl violated or altered^ 
that the people of this country felt its beneficial effedts in the higheft 
dt^rec. He had heard of no law which proved the ill^lity of 
landing foreign troops; but if he was difpofed to enter at largb on 
that quefiiun, he would take up that efiStumy and would aiguc, from 
the fpirit of the Conftitution, tiiat the conduct on the part of Mlifi- 
fiers, which gave rife to the debate, was juft and proper. Here 
his Lordftiip entered int(» .m aigumcnt, that as the Conftitution was 
filcnt on the point of emergence which required the landing of fo¬ 
reign troops, it w as fair to aiguc, as it fpoke fully on other points* 
that on this, it Lfr the matter to the wifdom of the Executive 
Power. It bad bctn faid, that fuch an unbounded prerogative of 
the Ciown might be employed by a vicious Prince, to over-run the 
country with fort’gn tn^^ps. Fancy W'as often empUned to give 
imaginarj* dan^xr to the exercife t f tlic royal prciogativc; but cOuld 
any individual laj his hand on his hcair, and fay, tliat there had 
any improper or dangerous ufc been made of that prerogative ? Irt 
times of danger, like the pjjpfent, it w'.is wife to h-ivc confidence* 
rather than fufpiciun, of the dilcrLtionary power of the Crown, ex- 
ereifed through the Minifters. After a declaration of war, he con¬ 
tended, that it was dangerous to difclofe to the enemy the number* 
or the force of our troops, whether foreign or domeftic. Who was 
there, he afkcd, who w'ould venture to fiy, that in the prcfcHt in- 
ftance, Minifters had any dark defign ? and if ihcy had not, who 
was there that would not acknowledge the impropricry of difcufiing 
the prefent queftion, which fhould be left as it was found. On 
thefe grounds he would conclude with moving the previous queftion; 

Lord ROMNEY faid, that perhaps he (hould have given a filcnt 
vote upon the queftion, but for an expreflion w’hich fell from the 
noble Lord who ipokc laft. It was his lot nineteen ycAs (in 
the year *775) to make a ptopufition in another place againft Ac 
introduction of foreign troops. He did not tliink the ^Tenta fit 
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olc to call for an a6l; of IndemcKt^; but though he (hould vote 
againd the bill* he muft declare his utter diflfent from the noble 
wlio fpoke lad, “ tfxat the introduction of foreign troops was 
not illegal.** Tlie du(drine was contrary to every idea he had of Ac 
Conditutiori, he had ever maintained it as a certain politiog^.f^t 
Ac introdu^ion of foreign troops into this country, or the keeping 
any troops in it without the confent of Pivliamcnt, was illegal, and 
in which opinion he had not the ihadow of a doubt but he Aould 
always continue. In Ac prefent indance he did not even like to 
vdteagainda Bill of Indemnity, and widied Aat Ac quedion might 
be got rid of by the order of the day. 

Earl SPENCER faid, the noble Lord might move to adjourn, 
which would put the quedion alide for Ac day, and it might or 
might not be taken up again. 

lx>rd GRENVILLE thought, that, from what had already been 
faid, there vias little ncceflity for him to take up the time of Ae 
Houfe; yet he could not reconcile himfclf to give a filent vote upon 
Ac occaiion. That the premgative of the Crown did not extend 
to Ae right of keeping a foreign force in this country, during Ae 
time of peace, he ready to admit; but th:it did not imply a cafe 
of ncceflity might not arife, in \*hich His Majedy’s Miniders might 
feel it abfulutcly requilite to admit thim, and tins he conceived 
might be done without ‘he fmalled breadi of our valuable Conditu- 
tion. Now what was the precife cafe now before At Houfe. If 
noAing new, nothing irregular had been done, no Bill of Indemnity 
could be letjuirod. The precife qucllion was, whether the a^l of 
landing a fmall body of Htfllnn tr<X)ps dedined on a foitign fervice, 
which was retarded by accident, whofe health required that they 
Aould be fo landed, and of which laiiding, notice had been given 
to Parlitmtnt as early as pofllble, was illegal? This was the accu¬ 
rate date of the quedion. Now as all the pren'gitivcs of Ae King 
jvcrc to be cxcc ited under the refpondbility of his Miniders, it was 
Ac province and iluty of that Houfe, to examine the excrcifc of cacli 
prerogative, to cenfure, and to punlA when excrcifed without found 
difcrction, but they would not, he conceived, be ready to quedion 
and arraign prerogitivc itfclf. They w'ould not prefume abufe, Acy 
^Would not lay it down as a maxim, that where there was preroglflve 
Acre mud be abufe of it. All prerogati /c was inconfldent wiA li¬ 
berty, for diferetionary power lodged in any hands for any purpofe, 
mud be incompatible with the general right of a commum^ living 
under equal laws. What then was the conduct of Parliament wiA 
, zefped to Ae prcnjgatlves of the Crow'n ? not to prefume Aat they 
'^re to be abufed! For Ac very pren^ative of meriy itfclf an Aat 
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cafe would be liable to fufpkicii. It be co nv erted into the 
means of peHecutioni a man corruptly fet on to violate die lawe, 
againft the life or property of a peifon obnoxious to Goveiiunent, 
mi^t be gtolsly and tmjuftly parcbned; infuch a cafe, an impeadl- 
m-nt of Minifters would be the confcquence. Parliament would pu- 
nim the abufe of the mod Ihining prerogative^ that of mercy; but th^ 
would previoufly fuppofe the abufe of it. To keep an army in En¬ 
gland without oonfent, was contrary to law; but to introduce a body 
of troops merely on an emcigency, and to communicate the fame to 
Parliament, was conliflent with pradice, and regarded as a found 
exercife of the royal diferetion. Tlie Crow'n indeed could not keep 
up a Handing army in this country, as the Handing Counfel of the 
nation, the Parliament, held a full fccurity againH it, namely, the 
army could not be quartered, difeipUned, nor paid without their au¬ 
thority: what then was to be apprehended from the admlflion of a 
few foreign troops, in a cafe of ncceffity, avowedly engaged for fo¬ 
reign fcrvice, and who could notpoflibly a£l here ^ The danger cer¬ 
tainly could be none, and therefore it appeared the more Hrange that 
an indemnification ftinuld l>e thought ncccffary for thofe whom no 
man could fairly charge with having done wrong. Certainly Mini- 

Hers held a refponfibility for the advice they gave the Crown; and 
bethought that it was Inconfifont with the pure principles of the 
ConHitution to fiifjK'dl: them of liaving donf wrong, unlcfs a fpecific 
charge could be brought forward; and while that was not the cafe, 
and their aJfions were approved h) Ilis MajeHy, confidence was 
their due. He O' riainly diftlred with the nf)blc Lord who broughit 
this motion forward, as to the conclulion he had drawn fromnhe 
precedents which he had referral to, they apixaring to him to Ijear 
the dircdl reverie. In thcjintnrdu^tion of this bill, the arguments 
did not feem fo inuch to apply to the' cafe which wras faid tr* give 
rife to it, as to the inveHigation of ;m abHrad: queHion; arid here 
he agreed moH cordially with the n(»ble Lord (Auckland) that, as 
the kingdom had fo long fiourifiied in the manner it Hoc<d at pre- 
fent, we had better leave it for our fucccifors in the fan ic manner 
wc had received it from our anccHois, and hope they might enjoy 
\lhe blcffings of our ConHitution as we had done, indccdi he did not 
approve the inveHigation of any abHrad queHion, as little benefit 
could be derived from fuch difcufllon. He had befo rc faid, that 
whatever right file Crown might have to order the landdngolUbreign 
ttuops, under certain circumihnees, in this country, the power oi 
their being employed in it reHed entirely with l^irliai nent, therefore 
it muH be evident thefe particular troops muH be ‘intended for fo¬ 
reign fervicc; but it would be abfurfi in him to pr :tcnd or attemp 
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iflupofe upon thdr IxnrdihtpB, that if a ferious attack wa^ reallf 
ittade upon ti)is countiy. His Majefty would not be advifed to em¬ 
ploy to repel that attack; but then he knew, and was ready to 
ooi^s, that could not be carried into efFeft without another appli¬ 
cation to, and the fan&ion of, Parliament; and here was thefflgat 
fecuiity the people held againft any unwarrantable ftrcteh of the pre- 
TOigative; for, if the Crown could bring them, it was from the Par¬ 
liament, and the Parliament alone, they could cxpc< 5 l to procure 
fubfiftc|ice and be authorifed to a£t. After referring to the different 
treaties which had been mentioned, he concluded by tnifong the 
Houfe would confider the implication inferred was unfounded, and 
confequently the bill was unneceffaty. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, before he expatiated on the 
ftiange dodtrincs which he had heard, he could not forbear compli¬ 
menting his noble friend and their Lordlhips on thofL patiiotic piin* 
dples, and that eloquence which he had nunifcflcd m his opening 
principles congenial to thofc of his nobk ielation (Lord 
Keppeh) He congratulated the I foiifc on the hopes and c\jH,fta- 
lionS which it muft have from the talents of the noble Lord, who 
had call a new light on a fubje£l that he conceived had been exluufted 
in another place. His Lordfhip, adverting to the queflion in de¬ 
bate# faid, he could not agree with the noble Lord (Spciiecr,) that 
this was an improper tirtic to bring forward the qucllion. It had 
been faid that their Lordlhips had received fulHcicnt information 
from His Majefty’s mclTagc; but this he denied, as the meffago 
vras undefined. He confidcrcd the prefent hour as proiicr and fei- 
fonabie for the difcuilion of the matter before the Houfo, as it was 
full time that their Lordlhips ihould be fatisfied on a point fo effen- 
tial to the Conftitution. The meffage, )ic confelTed, which brought 
intelligence of a body of Tlcflian troops being landed in this illand, 
llruck him with curiolity and alarm. On this fubjedt he fought 
from the noble Secretary that information which he had a right to 
exped, but could not obtain any fatisfridlory explanation. He 
wifhed toafceitain with accuracy the number and the deftination of 
tiu)fe troops? whether they wrere intended for internal or external 
lervice? But inquiry foiled, and no information could be gained, 
^body of foreign troops, contrary to the laws of the kingdom, had 
tended without confent of Parliament: this unconllitutional, and, 
he would add, unprecedented adl, had agitated die public mind, and 
font ferious opinions abroad. The queflion was now before thdr 
Lordlhips, and was of the highed concern to the country; for his 
^rt, he did not fee why it Ihould not become an abdradl queflion, 
ill odicr qncllions had (as in the cafe of the r^ncy) in order tiut 
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tfie Public mind mig^t be infonned and fatisfied. It vaa time 
diat it (hould, when a do6lrinc fo dangerous to the Conftitution as 
this do£lrineof prerogative, was held out in one Houfe, and ooun- * 
telianced in another. In fuen a ciifis iilence was criminal. The 
noble Secretary of State has faid, diat no difeuflion on prerqga;tive» 
at this period, ihould be brought ^irward. In this prant we are 
again at variance. He had a right to examine and watch over die 
Conditution of the country; and however inef&£lual thofe endear 
vouT<> might prove, impartial podcrity would do them juftice. The 
nriblc Secretary had trod with more than ufual caution on thefqbjeA 
he had taken up. He founded his way before he explored the dep^, 
and feemed, from confeioufnefs of the badnefs of the caufc, to defpur 
of what he aimed at, and wifhed to obtain. The dodrines promul¬ 
gated that day certainly demanded the mcafurc propofed by the noble 
Mover. He wifhed that the health of the venerable Earl Camden 
would have permitted him to come down that tiay. 

Lord Vilcount S\ DNEY called to order. It was irregular to 
mention anv noble Peer by Ins name. 

The Rail of LAUDERDALE. Their Lordlhips would all re- 
collcft that on the very fimilar queftion to this, the venerable Peer 
Earl Camden had fatd—- • 

Lord Vhcount SYDNEY faid that it was one of the (landing 
orders of the Houfc not to mention any indi\idual Peer by name. 

The Earl of DERBY faid, that to fatisfy the noble Vifeount 
the (landing order might be read, and thtn the noble Vifoountwould 
find that the order was not to mention any noble Peer in his prefen(%. 

The Earl of LAU 1 ')ERDALE faid, that it was not wonderful 
that the bare found of the*name (hoiild be unpleafant to the noble 
Vifeount; and rilercly in regard to the noble Vifeount’s feelings he 
would fpare him the repetition. But that venerable Earl had £ud 
that they wanted no lawyers from Weftminfter Hall to teach them 
the Conflitution on thi*. point; it was engraven on every particular 
^ heart. He then adverted to the purport of the motion, and (aid, 
that on a liberal interpretation of the Bill of Ri^ts, there was no 
difierence between the landing of foreign troops, either in peace or 
war. This principle was recognized by our Conditution, and was 
the fpirit of the bill which was attempted to be perverted. The 
wife plan of our anccllors had infnfed into the Bill of Rights a gene¬ 
ral principle, which provided better for poilcrity on unforefeen oc- 
cations than if it had been limited and tied up for partial and parti¬ 
cular purpofes. His Lordfliip here quoted precedents in order to 
.enforce his flatenicnrs, and laid tliat the very principle of the Mu¬ 
tiny bill applied equally to w ar and peace. The of Settlement, 
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bjr ^vhich the Bill of Rights was explained and confirmed, explicitly 
declares, that no foreigner is capable of any civil or military trufi:. 
The ad of Geoige I. leaves not a (hadow of doubt on this point, 
vdienit exprefsly fays, that no foreigner, nuunli^ed, can be em^ 
{doyed in a military capacity. It is but rc'tfonibio then, that the 
country fhould be alarmed, when trot>ps in crowds were brought 
into the kingdom. His Lordfiiip then took a \ icw of the precedents 
quoted, and contended, that every precedent ilown to 1782, would 
bear him out in his argument, and irrefragably prove, that this 
prerogative of introducing foreign troops into tire realm was not a 
prerogative of the Crown. He (hewed by die letter of eaclr mef- 
fage, that ever until the prefent infiance, the communication had 
been in fufficient time to enable Parliament to take nuafures agatnfi 
the landing, if they thought it uniafe, or improper: here the thing 
was done without givingthem time for fueh mcafurc. But it w'as 
laid the Crown could introduce troops without dicir confent, provid¬ 
ed they were not exercifed and diA iphned. Was it then to be grave¬ 
ly argued that the Crown poficifed the cutiotis prerogative of land- 
ir^ at pleafurc armed banditti ^ For fuch mud all troops not fubjedf 
to difdplinebc. He could not keep native troops without the Mu¬ 
tiny law; but he could keep foreign troops; and the violation of 
die moft facred compadf, with rtfpedl to the regulation of the (landing 
army, was needfary to the exiilcnce of this prerogative. But it 
feems the Crown might land troops ithout previous communica¬ 
tion ; without aifent; he might do diis to any amount, but when 
here, they could not be cmpli^ed but with the fandionof Parliament! 
and fo Parliament were to fee the introdudlion of troops with pcrfedl 
quiet, becaufe afterwards they might dnpute the ufc to which they 
were to be put! He did not highly approve of arguing the cafe 
with 30,000 armed Ipgidans. He vi'as glad that the queflion had 
been difeufied. He was glad that it would go forth into the s^xirld, 
and that men would fee that the queflion had not been argued in that 
Houfe with the lofty tone, with which it had been difeuifed in aiio- 
tber place. 

Lord HAWKESBURY faid, that the doarine laid down by 
die Secretary of State was in exaa conformity with the melfage deli- 
'^ered from the Throne, nor had he gone any farther than that mef- , 
ftige which the Houfe had already voted an addrefs of thanks to His 
Majefty upon. At the time that it was firft thought of to require 
die prevkiiis fanaion Jbeing given by Parliament, before the King 
by prerogative could bring foreign troops into the kingdom, it 
was when Kii^ Charles 1 . and his Parliament were completdy at 
} but that never could be argued as a precedent in the pre- 




univcrfally-rcceived principles of comtncnr hew, were 
clear upon this, as well as upon every other p^rt of the Conilitu- 
tfon, without calling on Parliament upon every occahon to ratify 
them. \ To ftatc the point abftrasSletUy, there was no doubt that the' 
K ing had not a right to introduce them, without the content or con*. 
trary to the opinion of Parliament: but that principle was not to be 
taken in fo ftricl a fenfe as to preclude tlie poflibility of a cafe ariilng, 
in wliich the cxcrcifc of fuch a power might lac juftifiable at times 
when Parliament was hot fitting; an emergency might jiappen^ 
wf'.icli might render the introdu(Stion of foreign troops advifable be¬ 
fore Parliament could be confultai upon the fubjedl. In fuch a 
cafe the King’s Minifters w^cre rcfpofible for their conduct to Par¬ 
liament. Tlie Acl of Settlement which had been fo often mcn- 
ti nicd, certiiinly contained a claufc that no foreigner or other, not 
a natural-horn fuhjeet of this coimtry, can hold any place of truft, 
civil or militarv, under Government; but he agreed with the noble 
Secretary of S^atc that thofe Hoflians were in no fituation of mili¬ 
tary truft ; and tliough the illegalitv of maintaining foreigners as 
an army had been admitted, there ftill was no exprefs law againft 
it. He conntlcred the bill of Indemnity as unncccffary; in the pre- 
fent circumllanecs, and therefore wouhi vote againft: the fecond 
reading, particularly as the mcaforc on alf hands feemed to be 
jullined by the ncct-ftity and emergency of the cafe. 

, Earl S'l'ANHOPE exprelfed himfclf very much fatisfied that 
his noble relation, and another noble Lord much connected with 
Adrninirtration, feemed fo little inclined to favour that monftrous, 

■ horrible and unjuftifiible do<^rine that had been laid down in ano¬ 
ther place. It had been clfcwherc ftated by perfons high in official 
lituation, in the br«adeft and moft unequivocal mamter, that the 
King, by his prerogative, had a right no*' only to land as many 
armed foreigners into this country, cithcc in time of peace or war, 
as he plcafed, without lh«; fan^ition of Parliament—without any 
. pj^vious notice to Parliament, or even againft the avowed fenfe of 
Parliament, and to march them wherever he thought proper. All 
he would fay upon this point was, tin: he was happy to have an 
opportunity of repeating what he had faiil on fi former day, that if 
ever the Minifter, or any Miniftcr of this country, attempted to 
praifticc the dodlrine that had been ftated, he trufted and he was 
fore, it would be refifted with tliat violence which it called for. 
He could not help differing very widely from a noble Lord (Auck* 
land) who had argued that it was legal for the Kins to introduce 9 
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f<pwign army into this country, and at the fame time he admired 
^eir<i^of the noble Lord, who, finding that the bare mention 
of fuch an opinion was not relifhed by the Houfc, attempted to get 
himfelf out of the ferape by arguing negatively that it was not illegal. 
The noble Secretary of State did not go fo far, but he Teemed to 
diink toat the legality of keeping a foreign army in this countpy de¬ 
pended upon the manner in which it was to be employed, becaufe, 
£ud that noble Lord, it w'ould be illegal to employ thofe troops, 
without a fecund communication from the King to Parliament, 
Hating in wliat manner they were to be employed. Thus the noble 
Lord did not wifh to carry the fublime Tory principles of premga- 
tivc, w'hach had been dwelt ujTon in another place, fo far. In this 
way tlien thefe noble Lords did not differ with thofe with whom he 
agreed that night; they allowed that there was right by prerogative, 
at tlie fame time that they argued there w'as no law againft landing 
thefe foreign troops; fo that this was all the difference bct\vcen 
them, as to which, the oyms prebandi certainly lay with tlic other 
fide. He and his friends liad afferted, and would maintain, that 
fno fuch prertgative did exifl:, either in common law, or Itatutc 
law; the onus probandi therefore muft lie with thofe who faid that 
fuch prerogative exilVed. He quoted Hale to afeertain that what is 
called the ftatutc law took its date in 11S9, and all the law before 
that period, being founded on ufage merely, was ftylcd the lex mn 
feripta, or common lav*! He next quoted Blaekflonc, to prove that 
thcfirfl Handing armies in Europe was in France in 1445, which 
made it necefTaiy' to guard againfl the dangerous confcqucnccs of a 
Handing*army; and this being feveral centuries after the commence¬ 
ment of the Hatutc law, it w’as impoflible that the common law 
could at all apply. He then came to the precedent of 1775, when 
foreign troops had been landed, and it had been found indifpenfiibly 
neeeffary to come to Parliament to obtain its findlion, and a bill 
for quartering thefe troops. Tlris certainly proved that, without 
the fandlion of Parliament, they could not be kept in the kingdom, 
for by pairing a bill to quarter them. Parliament gave a fandtion to 
bringing them, bccaufe they might have been brought without be¬ 
ing billeted, but they could not have been billeted without being 
brought. He had Beard a noble Earl (Spcnccr) with great atten¬ 
tion and equal fiirprife, becaufe he had always thought that noble 
Earl a friend to the Conllitution. With furprife he had heard the 
noble Earl defire the Houfe to Itxik only to what had happened fince 
the revolution, and not to look farther for the Confiitution of this 
country; and that all before was fitter for a difeuffion in an Anti¬ 
quarian focicty than that Houfe. In this he differed widely from 
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/he noble Earl^, and confidered that not an iota' of our Co^itiidon 
was altered by the revolution, but merely eflablifhed. Had we not 
the Trial by Jury, the Liberty of the Prefs, Magna Charta, and 
the Habeas Corpus, before the revolution ? And here he could not 
help recurring to the authority and words of a noble and learned 
perfon whofe name had been often alluded to in the courfe of the 
debate:, that noble Lord had faid, that we gained nothing by the 
revolution, becaufc he very wifely conlidcred the bill of Eights only 
as declaratory. The noble Secretary of State had mentioned the 
Ibinding council of Parliament as a jullification of any meafure^ 
however illegal, that might appear to the Executive Government 
neceilitry or expedient; but he would a(k where was this Handing 
Auncil during the rccefs of Pai li iinent r As to precedents he con- 
fuiered them as nothing, j>articularly when argued as tltey Mrcrc that 
night. It had been argued as precedent, that illegal meafures had 
betn taken in many inllanccs without any notice being taken of 
them by Parliatncnt; but upon tills idea Minifters might do juft as 
they plcafctl, for he believed there was nothing fo bad, fo illegal, ’ 
or fo enormous, but there might be a precedent for a ftmilar crime 
without its 'ocing noticed by Parliament. He concluded by giving 
l.is hearty aifent to the motion, and thanks to the noble Earl for 
bringing it forwanl. He was for the bill pf Indemnity, though 
lie might perhaps agree that there was nothing fo criminal in the 
ineafurc as he could call p iuifhablc. 

Karl SPENCFR explained that he meant the revolution as 
cftahiiniing the Couftitution. 

'I’he Earl of CARNARV’'ON faid, that he confidcred the bring¬ 
ing in, or maintaining a foreign army in this country to be totally 
illegal and unconfiitutional.* Rut he faw notliing in the prefent 
cafe that called for Jt bill Indemnity. He profcflTcd himfelf to 
be agiiiift the introduiSlion of abftradl queftions; the prerogative of 
tlic Crown had better be left as we found it. The prefent bill he 
conlidcred as truly ridiculous \ and fo prove it was fo, he begged 
leave to ftatc a fupptifc<l cafe, for this bill, if it meant any thing, 
was to preferve th - Minifters from the dangers of an impeachment. 
Now fuppofc there were a number of foreign troops engaged for an 
expedition, and that one divilton of them Ihould be wrecked on 
the coaft of SuflTex, and the other, from long confinement on (hip- 
board, were threatened with an alarming diforder, and the Mini- 
fter ftiould advife their being fuflTcred to land: in both thefc cafes he 
would be cquall) criminal for having fulferetl them to be on ihore; 
and the impeaciiment muft run fomething in this form, ** Whereas 

the Miitiftcr did cruelly and wilfully confent to favc tlie lives 
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« of fdndiy men who were (hipwrecked j and whereas, with the 
** like cruel intent, he aflifted in reftoring to health certain other 

men, &c.” Now could any man find him guilty for fuch 
crimes ? and if he could not be found guilty, it Mas an abfurdity 
to think of an indemnification. What in fuch a cafe would their 
Lordihips think if any perfon brought in a bill of IrKlcmnity—how 
Would they receive it ? Certainty, if to be followed up by an im¬ 
peachment, it would be fuch a one as could not for a moment be 
lillcncdto. 

The Earl of GUILDFORD faid, he was happy tliat the fub- 
Je£l had been treated by his friends in fuch a manner, as to rciKlcr 
it 9 nneceflary for him to gt> fo much at large into it, as lie otlicrwi fc 
M’ould have done. lie was clearly of opinip;-., that no foieign 
army could legally he landed in this country, ami that no aigurncut 
of expediency could ju sifi' any dcviaiit/n fnim the principles of tbe 
Conftitution. Some ru>ble Lords, too fond of precedents feemed 
to argue that even’ deviation which hail been ovci lool^t d b\ Parlia¬ 
ment, was as much in their favour as if there had been an 
ing Jaw on their fide- He tlien begged to call ti.c .^ntion of ili.' 
Houfe to the ingenious manni,r in which tlie ael »*f S^tth ment had 
been attempted to be evtuied by the lu.hic Secreiar\ of brate. 'I he 
noble Lord liad faid, ihev were no army, nor in anv militarv triilt, 
becaufe to make them an army three things were iv ec.iarv, to lii^'ei- 
pline them, to clo'lic them, and to pav them, wiihh coi:!tl nut he 
done but by P.irliamcnt, and from thence had argued as if to lay the ■ 
order for bringing foreign troops before Parliament wi-nout any no¬ 
tice Whatever. In this manner King James 11. might have 
brought into this country a fufiicient number of I'rcneli troops to 
have prevented us for ever from cnjvwing the bkflnigs wliieJi v.e 
have, and he truftod iong would enjoy under liu: mild Government 
of the illuflri )us Jloui'e of Rrunfwiek. Scwc nohie I^ords had ftat- 


edabill of Indemnify to he rhefame as a bill i»f Impeachment: he 
thought there w'as a wide diflircnco. As to what had been faid 
about the mefifage from the Throne being fufficiont for the Executive 
Government to act ujion, he w’ouUI eoncliulc witli obferving, in 
the words of I-ord Coke, ** that the King’s mclfage was gracious, 
“ but what is the law of the land r” 

The Duke of PORTLAND faKl, that he confidered the bring¬ 
ing of any foreign troops into this kingdom and keeping them was 
■illegal and unconfiitutional. At the fame time, he faw nothing in 
the prefent cafe thiit made a bill of Indemnity neccifaiy, for die 
realbns that had been dated by fcycral noble friends of his, who h'ad 
^ken before; the only one he could add was, tliat there liaving 
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been before Pailmmcnt for the two lafo fefllom fubfidiaiy treaties 
with the Landgrave of Heflfe Caflel, containing claufes that provid-i. 
cd for the landing of Hefli-ans in tins ctxjntrv, if circumftances made 
it ncceflUry; they were therefore fufSciently apprifed of what had 
happened, and c<jiild not conHliently n'-*w refufe their fanition. He 
faw no fort of danger from tlic laniMng the Hefllans at this time, 
un<ler the eircuinflanecs wliicli l.rc;nj;ht tl»wm to th<'Ir prefent tem¬ 
porary ftation. “ No man,*' laid his C}..ii!e, “ noald more firmly 
t)p}x)fo any mcafurc v.l.ich r. ilitajcd ap.ai '/i the Ccnftifution than I 
wunld. T have ahvaysbeen its friend, and (hall ever remain fo; 
and in the prefent inltance, I coneeive my<e1f ferving ;ny countiy 
when T ohjo<‘l: to any incanirc whieh might ultimately tend to give 
aiyv obUnuHinn to the <>;>(.ration of tiiv- f -rccs fo juiiJy combined, 
eipploved, and armed againll ih.a profft miniaos f»t France.”— 
"J lsefe eonlidtrationi induced h’s Grace to y:;-.>!!V{ the motion. 

'rile Farl of CARLISi^K agreed exactly v, i;li the noble Duke. 
He V. idled O'blc l.ords had n'^t inlvodiiccd the abftriil ijue'Hon; 
but as it had bicn int;'.diif'<.d, ! e w: ".Id not Ivlitate to declare, 
that 1.0 thought there c u;ld be no doubt diat the inrroduclion of fo¬ 
reign tnnpi?, nitluait rhe Ci-iifcnt «)f P;irii:imcnt, was uneonltitu- 
tionnl and at tlio f.iu^c ti'oe he e."neei"ed the nature of the 

cafe to bo fucis as to render any bi’i of Jndenrniiy uniuvcifnry and 
inipn<jHT. He ci'.nparcd it to the cafe (»f T7 70, whena f.imine 
was (Ijcadc-d. an I .\iini!rcis !vad a/.lcd wldi iit the laiv'ti.'.n of Farli- 
amiiir ^ a biii ,»f Indenmiiy was tb.en pri/go/*. !, aind was refufed by 
Furl Camden. 

The Marquis of I.AN.''P/OV/TTr'f iid, (iiat w hen h'* came down 
to the Jlt.ul'c b.o d.id notjtn v in wii *i nruin- r the. qucllion waste 
betaken up; nor from anv 1 o| the nahlc lv’rr.s who brought 

it forv.T.rd wiiii io nuKh lio-noir r.>hipif 'f, a>v! credit to his friends, 
hut from ind'!!. -rui .n aivl th * diif vonr 'i\>k it'ons whieh he had to 
attend to. Hr ••oitijionuiiicd the i)> hie Fail as basing made his firffc 
appearance in that I Icnr'o in fucU a mann.'r as lio never rccollc^ied 
to have been i-'iu'>!!ed by anv xonng Ford. He had flicwai rrtoft 
clearly the ncc»lii:y for that difeuliion, f -r which llio Houfe and the 
country owed him tlieir pirticul.ir th inks. From all he had heard 
he was happy that it had been bronght on, not as a parry quefilon, 
not ::s an abilratt qucitio.i, not as a [loUacal qiie Uun, but as one 
of tile moil important th.at o.iuld polTihlv be argued in that Houfe, 
beeaufe it was intimately ciainoCVil with tlic cxilicncc of the Con- 
fiitution of this country. An actempt was made to avoid fuch dif- 
cunions as unnccclfny, beeaufe to agitate iloubts upon a fubjei^ 
where there really were none, fume noble Lords thought w’as dan- 
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gerous; he thought it no thore dangerous than if any of thoir Lord- 
ihips was to confiilt a lawyer about the title of his eflate, when it 
was not challenged ; and as to being unneceflary, that day’s debate * 
was a complete-anlwer. His noble friend had gone upon-the beft 
grounds,- and taking all the circumflances, argued as they had been, 
what could be fo proper a way of bringing the qucltion before the 
Houfc as by a Bill of Indemnity ? the bell, the moft inolFenfive, 
harmlefs, and proj^er It certainly was. As to prcccdenrs in fuch a 
cafe, he paid biit little attention to them, for they had alwiiys feen 
that the iifc made of precedents, w’as to fuit to the purpofe of thofc 
who ufed them in debate, and wrere fo convenient to the times in 
which they were brought forw'ard, that they often faw at different 
coitjuniSlurcs, the fame precedents differently applied. A ftriking 
inffance ,of this was the feven years war, from 17 56 to the peace of 
Aix-la-Chappllc, which coft this country fcvcnty-cight millions of 
money ; and he was old enough to remember that both Houfes of 
Parliament were unanimous in their fentiments and vptes during the 
,wholc of that war, thraigh after the peace in 1763, they w'crc as 
unanimous in reprobating the hifem upon which it pTt>cecdcd. 
Another curious fort of precedent had been made ufc of by Minilfers 
and tlicir friends in that ilcbatc, which was con!iJcring every illegal 
atl that had been committed and overlooked by Parliament as a 
fandion for fimil.ar crimes and ernjrs. Now the f;t£l is, that Par¬ 
liament htis overl<X)kcd |>erhaps a great deal too much; but fiod 
jfbrbid that that (hould be made a precedent why they are to do fo 
ftill; and wliat elfc but tins d<>es your Bill of l^.ights contain, a mere 
declaration of rights that had been negledfed, and therefore a decla¬ 
ratory law'. He had iK>t particularly referred to the precedents, but 
from what he liad j:card fince he came into the Houfc he would take 
them in the order they had been introiluced. i fc did not rccollcrt 
whether his name was or was not at the proteff in 1782, but his 
mind was pcrfedtly jnadc up on the fubjedf, and he gave it moll ex¬ 
plicitly, ** That witliout the previous confent and fanction of Par¬ 
liament, the King could not bring legally a iingic man into this 
country.” His Lordfliip then went over the different precedents of 
• 1741, 45, 56 ; at laff, 1775, a bold and proper ftand was made 
agfiinff thc^pnuSHcc, which w’as followed up in 1782. The laff 
precedent, that of 1784 was frefh in their memories, but whatever 
blame might be aferibed at that time to Minifters (the prefent Mini- 
fters by the w'ay) that was a time of much confufion, and not to be 
ufed as a precedent now. There were, how'cvcr, much higher and 
ffror^cr rcadms for his giving his vote for the motion that night; 
pretended right had been compvcd to different branches of the 
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Kill's prerogative, his power of pardon, and veto : but Here there 
Mras a material differerKre; tKofc were powers given and acknow¬ 
ledged j but the power of inti^ucing foreign troops into this country 
either in time of peace or war, without the confent of Parliament, ‘ 
never was given. Other du6t:rines of a nature equally curious had' 
been ufed, and an attempt made to place the Executive Power of 
the Crown and the Parliament, as plaintiff and defendant, upcai 
w’hich Miniflers built their grand argument of rcfiionfibility: in 
Ihort, they are to do what they p’eafe, and tell us, w'c don’t w'ifli 
for,an 3(51 of Indemnity ; if we have done wrong we are rcfponfible. 
And this fort of do<!n:rine, atteiuled by the fuppofed influence that 
Miniflers ought to have, had a wonderful tffe6l in foftening and con¬ 
ciliating majorities in both Houfes of Parliament. He w'as extremely 
lorry to hear fomc noble Lords treat Bills of Indemnity as itllc ab- 
fnrd wrong mcafurcs, that fcldom had been or ought to be ufed. 
He inuft remind noble Lords, that they had not always thought fo^ 
not long ago, when the country was threatened witli a famine, and 
numbers found it indifpcnfably nccelTary to a<Sl illegally, very great 
and curious difeulTions took place ; and w’hcn it was mentioned only 
to be a temporary meafure for ten days, a Bill of Indemnity was 
in!iftcd upon, and it w'as properly, faid that ten days are as bad as 
ten years : if tlic law is infringed upon by Miniflers, from whatever 
caufe, a Bill of Indemnity is nccciTary, and this applied to the noble 
Earl’s argument of faipwrcck. 'J'iiough he rejoined in tliis difeuf- 
fion, he ftill laid that there was foir.ethiiV2: ieft in the wouml; he 
wiflual to have it I'crfedtiv cleared awav. Miniflers and their friends 
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cannot argue Uic legality ; that they ailmit; but as is the cafe in all 
queftions of prerogttive, one fays he ijiinks, another believes, and 
flill nobody can make out the prccifc i.*\tent to which they vvilli 
to carry their maxima td' prcfogati\ c, till fiiivling they have carrievl 
them too far, they begin to hnver them and lower them one after 
another, till they get a man who is eloquent enough to deny thetn 
quitei and is altogether angry if any one dares to fay that ever he 
could have thought, or faid fo. That condud was not new in 
public, political Atfemblies. He W’as truly happy tliat his noble 
friend had done, what he had a good right to do, to ftrike a bold 
blow at that fyftem. The phalanx ought to be fhook, and he had 
fliakcn them in an honourable and manly way. With regard to 
employing tliefc HcfTians, he would alk, fuppofing the Iflc of Wight, 
or any place in this country where they are, was attacked and threat* 
cned with invaflon, would they employ- them without the fandion 
of Parliament? Perhaps it might be i^dfc at the nfoment tp do fo, 
but let them do it at tlicir peril j they knew they could not do it. 







XMtiS.cotkntiy was at ■any time likely to be iif that (Ituation, they 
:!veie unfit to be Minifiers who could not provide fur its fecurity: 
vite had plenty of refourccs witliin ourfelves for our protc6\ion, and 
if our militia was not fufficient, let us call home our tnxjps that 
were abroad. He made {oni«; remarks ab<nit augmciuing the militia 
as in 1782 ; and after alluding to Lonl Hawkelbnry’s opinion about 
employing mercenary tnxips, in his late publication, concluded by 
coniidering this quertiun of equal importance, as the trial by Jury, 
Habeas Corpus,^ or any other cflcnti il branch of die Couiiltution, 
and gave his hearty alfcnt to the motion. 

'The Earl of iVIANSFIELD ileelared, that he v.’oald not fufter 
tire principles that imprctfctl his mind to be warped by what he )ia<l 
heard in the Iloufe. He formed his judgment, not by 'ahiTT.i-'l and 
theoretical propoliti ins, but by tlie prakilicc of our aiv’^ftors in flic 
pureft times. It iful n >t appear to him poirddc precil’ely to define 
M'hat was the particular extent of the prevogarive of the Crown in 
this or that peeuhar inilancc, bcc.wfc, 'as tlie picrogitive Ufclf vras 
nothing more than a dlfcretioinr) power lodged in tlie Croiin tor 
the common benefit of tlic kin ;dom and the King's fubjcels, the 
wifdom, expediency, aiivl nece'fity of its cxercife, depended alto¬ 
gether on tlic nature of tl.c emergenev which called ic forth, and of 
the extent of that emergency Parliament were to bo the judges. 

' The King's Miniders vea- undoubtedly rofp('nliblc to Pailiamctic 
for the whole of tJieir conducl:; and the queftion at all times, when 
the pren^aiivc of t!ic Crowy was made ufc of, w'ouUl be, not, 
whether Minillers had a right u> ufc the royal prerogative, but 
whether thcoocalion jufufied the manner in vihieh ilicy had cxcr- 
cifed it. The ICarl faid, lie could not agree with the noble Mar¬ 
quis in many of in’s opinions, nor with tlic noble Earl near him 
(Lord Lauderdale.) After what had *Dcen heard, there was but 
■littlC' occaHon for him to fay auv thing refpcifiirtg the \ reccdonts of 
former times; lie \vould content liiinfelf, therefore, with adverting 
to tlie precedent of 1784, whieh hadcceurred in the time of the 
prefent Minillers, ami muft be iVefti in all their Lordlhips’ minds. 
Noble Lords muft remember, that the time to wliich he alluded 
was a period in which Minifters were not likely £0 pafs unw'atchcd, 
nor did their condutft (land much chance of cfeaping cenfure, if it 
had been thought that cenfure was ileferved. For his part, he faw 
no ihadow of violence to the Conftitution in the tranfaetion tjf 1784, 
nor did he perceive -any fhadow of violence to the Conftitution in 
■the recent inftance of landing the HdBian troops, and therefore hu 
ihcHikl vote agalnft tlie propofed Bill of Indemnity. 


Lord OREKV^LLE faidt ho cootd ’ not let ^ g»'<SI 
widiout taking notice of fome things that had pafiM in the 'eomfifl 
of it. Hia Lordihlp reminded the Houfe, that the pra^kse of in¬ 
troducing fbreign troops into this country had pjevailed in every* 
war, or in almoft every war, fubfequent to the revolution, at wKt(^ 


period the liberties and Conflitution of this country had ceitaiidy 
been afeertained. A noble Marquis, he obferved, introduced 


extraneous matter into his fpecch that night, through which he did 
not mean to follow him, but he could not help regretting that the 
noble Marquis (liould lb unncccifarily have introduced the fubjeft 
of the internal defence of this kingdom, and the mention of a ndg^ 
touring ifland, when he miift be aware that allulions to that tfland> 
however cautioudy ntadc, could be attended with no good whatever^ 
but mud ncccdhrily be likely to lead to mifehief. To return to tilt 
quedion befinc the Houfe : he adured the noble Marqius that His 
Majefly’s Miniftera did not with to aik advice from thofe, who had 


declared thcmfclvcs enemies to the prefent jud and neccdaiy war. 
In fuch difeudions as the prefent, endeavours were frequently ufed 
to lead Miniders into the tlclivcry of abdradl opinions upon condii. 
tutional points; cnJoavouis which he thought Ihould be (pared; for 
certainly it was fuflii lent for Miniders to (hew that their pra^ice 
was conditutional, without committing themfclves upon quedions 
not connedlcd with it. And lince it was allowed, .that the Condi- 
tution itfclf confided more in precedents and pradlicc than in written 
rules, the pra£lice of Miniders might, with greater rcafon, be taken 
both for the dandard of their opinions, and for the limit of inquiries 
concerning them. If they wcrere.uly to defend tliat pra<dicc, and 
could diew that it was in every indance condi tutional, their condud 
was fufKclcntly judided, and their opinions upon abdradl quedions 
could not be neoedary to their defence. Yet, though he faw no 
nccclfiry, in generjj), for the delivery of fuch opinions, and had no 
wifli to make didinelions between his and thofe of other perfons, he 
would date his fentiments, as to the introd'u'rion of foreign troc^ 
into this country. He was of opinion, that the maintenance of a 
foreign army in this country, whether during peace, or war, witii- 
out the con(bnt of Parliament, was illegal; that, w'hcn foreign troops 
were introduced, without the previous confent of Parliament, the 
legality of the meafurc would depend upon the necelTity of it; and 
that, after their introdu^on, Miniders (hould advife His'Majefty 
to cummunicate the circumdance of their arrival to Parliament, as 
foon as polTible, that Parliament, by confenting to the meafursy 
might fan^ion the l^alitv of it. 

Vot. XXXVIII. ' U 
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i^trefpafif loAg upon tKo Houfe. Eveiy noble Lord tfrho had fpo« 
ken in die debate, had agreed aa to the ill^galitjr of the meafura ) 
IpOt one had endeavoured to fay otherwi^. He n'as therefore fur« 
l^riifcd that die ndile Secretary of State had followed op that opinion 
ky Tcry amb^uous arguments ; and the other noble Lordh who 
Were fatisfied as to tlie illt^.iHty, contended very unaccountably, he 
thought, againfl the Bill of Indemnity. Now he would afk any 
ode thofe noble Lords, whcditr, if he really thought Minifteis 
had done Wrong, he w’ould have voted for a Bill of Indemnity 
From what he had heard that night, he did not think any erf them 
would. A noble Duke juiliflcd the meafure by a reference to trea- 
tiea i but the noble Duke w'ould find that the claufc upon vdiich 
his argument was founded, only allowed the landing of thofe Hcfi. 
fiaos in a cafe of nccelTity, which nobody ever mentioned to be the 
Oafe. He wifhed much that this argument might be abandoned, 
becaufe if not, it gives the King an abfolutc power to bring as 
tiUmy Hefiians as he plcafes, and land them when and where he 
pleafes. He was alhimed to fay that he did not know the cxafl 
number {Hpulatcd on the treaties , but as the King makes all trea> 
tics, he may as cafily fiipuUtc for a hundred thoufand as ten tliou- 
fand ; yet would any man fay that fuch a treaty gave him a right to 
bring diem into this country ? I'hc Secretary of State had been 
clearer in his ftatement with regard to the employment of thefe 
troops, but he never would have fuch implicit confidence in the 
prefent Miniilcrs, or any Adminifiration, as to allow to the King 
the prerogative of introducing into this country any number of fo- 
tcign troqps in peace or war, without the previous fandiun of Par¬ 
liament, upon the mere aflfenion of MinifVers as to the manner in 
wliich they were to be employed. A roble Karl had iuppofed the 
cafr of ficknefs or fliipvrcck, and had mcntioncjl the coaftofSuflex 
and the Ifle of Wight; but this was a fliallow pretext; a hundred 
thoufand m^t ha as liable to fickneis as ten tliouiaml, and thus 
we might have a very formulablc army of lick Ildluns lamkd in 
dieir way from one iide of the country to the other. Much had 
bean fajd about the impropriety of ftarting the abflra<^ queftion ; he 
was father pleafed that it was ilarted, becaufe he conlidcrcd the 11 
Jfjgaliqr of the meafure decided and admitted by all. I'or tlu le rca> 
ions he would cerridnly vote for the ft^nd reading of the bUl. 

The Earl of SCARBOROUGH faid, tlwt in the prrient in- 
he (hould decline stoting at all; he was clear with refpef^ t6 
the eoitflitutional doctrine, but thou^t the drcumfiances ciS the 
times wore fuch as required a pcrfonal confidciura t(> be placed in 
^lydifdfiers. 



The quel^ton being put} there appeared. 

Contents,^ 68—iWies, 21—89 

Not ContentSi 11—Proxies, 1 — la 

Majority - 77 

Lord GRENVILLE moved, “ That this bill be rcjc£lcd.” 
The Earl of i«AUD£ROAL£ aigucd, thuit the decifiem upon 
the quefiion for the fecond reading of the bill, 'was a fufficient re- 
je€lion of it; and was obferving, that, in the othci Houfe of Par¬ 
liament, when tha fecund reading of a bill was negatived, an exprefs 
motion for the rejcQion was never made, when 

A noble Lord faid, that it was dilorderly to fuppofe that Houiit 
bound by the proceedings of the other. 

The Earl ot L^LDERDALE replied, that ho hid no fuch 
luppolition, but was lilting the r«-a<fliLC belov., incxciy fox the 
puipofc of throwing light upon the prefent qucflion. 

JyOid GRKMVII f.E thought virmth c\ti( mcly unncccflary 
upon fuch a lubjeU, it the lirit dctdion fidhtlently reje« 5 ltd die 
bill, he was v<ry xcad> to -withdraw his motion. 

U|v>n the motion of the Duke of NORFOLK, it w'as ordered, 
that the Iloufe (houid be funimoned forTucfdiy, w’hcn he in- 
UnJ>. I to move for the rc-commitinent of the Mutiny bill, for the 
purpofe ot introducir^ a claule into it, for fubjc6ling the Heflian 
troops in this country to the regulations of the bill. Ordered. 

PROTEST 

Of Earl Stanhopf, upon therejeflionof the Esrl of Albemarle's motion 
(on thsraift of Pfbruary, 119^' refpeding th? introducing of foreign 
troops into this country, ^iuiout the previous confent of Parliament. 

• 

DifffntuHt. —Hrll, Becaufc ** It is contrary to law for the Crown to 
w an army in this kingdom, either in time of peace or in time of war, 
without the previous confent of Parliament.” And it is eflential, that 
this important conftitutiunal principle (which was unequivocally admitted 
in the debate) Ihould be fur ever maintained inviolate in this countr}'* 
And the friends of public liberty ought ever to bear in memory the ad¬ 
mirable vote of the Houfe of Commons, on the fifth day of May, 1641, 
when it was refolved, ** That this Houfe doth declare, that whofoever 
ih^ «ve counfel or afiiftance, or join in any manner, to bring any fo- 
rdraiorce into the kingdom, unlefs it be by command of His Majefty, 
wim the confent of both Houfes in Parliament, fhali be adjudged and re¬ 
puted a public enemy to the King and kin^ora.” 

Secondly, Becapie the annual Mutiny Bill is a proof, that the Crown 
cannot peipetuate or afliimc a prerogative, which Parliament annually be- 
Rows; nor exercife at its own cUferetion that power, which the 
tufe fpeeially limits. . ‘ 

Tliudl^, Bccaufe it is a mo(b dansieroas do^lilne, that the Crown hai't 

U ^ 
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(b^ Tirtue of an mndffiud prerogative/’] to do any aft which is 
not warranted* either by common* or by ftatate law* under the frivolous 
lienee of appearing to Minifters to be ufefuL And the fupineneis of 
Parliament* in tlw reign of King James the fixiondt when fo many afts* 
ftotorioufly illegal* were commuted by the Crown* and yet pafTed unno<< 
ticed by the two Houfes* clearly proves* that* from the want of vigilance 
in certain Parliaments* precedents may be eftabliftied* fubverfive of the 
firft principles of national freedom. 

Fourthly* Bscaufe the maintaining of a foreign army on the eftablilh* 
tnent* or within the territory of this kingdom, is in open defiance of the 
very aft of Parliament* which fettles the Crown on the preient Royal Fa¬ 
mily (namely the lath and 13th of William III. chap, the 2d.) which ex- 
prefsty enafts, “That no perfon born out of the kingdoms of England* 
Scotland* or Ireland* or the dominions thereunto belonging (although he 
be naturdized* or made a Denizen* except fuch as au* born of Knglifh 
parents) fltall be capable to enjoy any oflicc or place of truft* either civil 
or military.” And the aft of the 29th George 11. chap, the ytb, is a 
proof, that the Legiflature deemed a I'pecial aft of Parliament ncicflary, 
to enable the King to employ even a limited number of fubaltern foreign 
officers in America* only under certain leil lift ions and qualifications. 

Fifthly* Bccaufc *• Foreign mercenaries have alwa/s been unufeful* or 
dangerous to thofe who cmjnoy them. Their conduft at firft, has gene¬ 
rally been peaceable and (.nniaring; at lafi* feditious and deftniftive. And 
thole States* that have carried the points which they intended* by their 
affiftance* have ufually in the cient* been enQaved by them.” 

And Sixthly, Bccaufc a prerogative in the Executive power* to intro¬ 
duce any number, without limit* of armed foreign hirelings into any 
country, without the previous and cxprefl confent of the Icgiflatuie* is 
totally incompatible with any form of a frecConftitution. For* not only 
that Government is tyrannical* which is aftually tyrannically adminiftered* 
but that Government alfo is tyrannical (however adminiftcred*) where 
there is no fufficient fecuricy againft its being tyrannically adminiftcred in 
future. And I folcmnly proteft againft a mcafure* which tends to endan¬ 
ger the rights and liberties of my fellow citizens* of whom I confidep 
Ifiyiclfonly as a truftce. Stan':ope* 

PROTEST • 

Agamfi the rejeQhn -/the Indemnity BiU, fer the landing of troops in this king^ 
dom •without the cmfnt of Parliament i •which •was moved by the Earl of 
Albemarle. 


I. Becaufe* with the exception of only one noble Lord* not one of His 
Majefty's Minifters* it was in the debate unanimoufly admitted* that the 
keeping in this country troops, whether native or foreign** in time either 
of war or peace, without the confent of Parliament* is unconftitunonal. 
Aqd as it was alfo admitted unanimoufly and unequivocally* that the troops 
in queftion are here upon grounds of fitnefs and expediency; and as the 
conuderation offitoeis and expediency, though they render* and, in faft* 
in the prefent inftance do render* not only juftifiable* but highly meritori¬ 
ous* do in no degree fo change the nature as to make it more or lefs con- 
«itat{on4 

II, '^s bill* though of a nature to be very fparingly adopted* yet was 
’Of p^colar pr^rie^; for in a matter of great moment* it declared the 
flaw* fteed the Cfonftnution* and did juftice to the motives of the £xeet|- 
^ve^llbvcniaaent. 



, * * > . ^ 

III. Becaafe the ftopping \>f this bill leaves the tteopt here« .witlMm . 

any confent of Parliament, ^ , 

IV. Becanfe the e£feA of the declarations by which the n||^t of the 
Crown fo to keep troops here was difclaimed, however ftrong, genertl^ 
and unequivocal, is yet traniitory and fugitive; butth^faA»at trtWpi 
are fo here, is notorious and recorded; and when the mouves which jufti- 
fied, and the declarations that reconciled to the Houfe the meafuxe, axe 
forgotten, may be turned into precedent. 

Radnor. 

Tnejdayf l$th February, to Fridayt T.'&th, inclujive. 

No public bulinefs. 

Mondayi '^d March. 

Lord AUCKLAND faid, tl\at having obferved a Proteft had 
been put on the journals by a noble Lord, (Lord Radnor) in which 
it was Hated the admiffion of foreign troops into this country, with¬ 
out the previous confent of Parliament, had been unanimoufly ad¬ 
mitted to be illegal, with one exception only, and conccivit^ that 
exception alluded to him, he hoped their Lordlhips would pennit 
him to move to have the exception expunged, fmcc, if he was 
right in the application, his words muH have been mifunderdood. 

After having dclired the Proteft (for which, vide the Proccedii^ 
of Friday, February 21,) to be read, which was accordingly done, 
his lx)rdniip then moved, with tlie approbation of the noble Earl 
who had iigned the Proteft, that the words, “ with the exception of 
one noble Lord, not one of His Majefty’s Minifters,” be ex¬ 
punged. 

Earl STANHOPE declared, he was glad to find that no one 
individuaHPeer was audaciqps enough to aftert that it was Ic^l and 
conftitutional for the King to keep foreign tr(X>ps in the kingdom 
without the confcnt*of Parliament. He rejoiced, therefore, at the 
courfe of proceeding then before the Houfe, as it would ftand on 
the journals, and prove that no one noble Lord ventured to main¬ 
tain that it was legal to keep foreign troops witliout confent of Par¬ 
liament. 

Lord AUCKLAND replied, that the noble Earl had g^ven a 
turn to the proceeding then before the Houfe, that did not belong to 
it. There was fomething in the noble Earl's exprefllions, whicl^ 
feemed to convey an idea of tlie prefent motion, as if it were in 
fomc degree a recantation of the opinion of a former day. His' 
opinion, as he had pronounced it, and as thcir^/)rd{hips wou^i 
rccoliedl it, had no reference to the keeping troo^ in the kli^gdomi, 
whether with or without the confent of Parliament. His portion 
was, '** That he was not prepared to fay it was legal, but he did 
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me knowy nor believe it to be illegal, (or the King to land fore^ 
trpe^ in this kingdom in time of war: that this was a part of the 
nverogative, to be cxercifed, as in other cafes where the law » 
nient, for the IpeneBt of the country ; tliat, like ev'.-ry oiher eacreife 
of the prerc^tivc, it is to be juftified to Parlnmt'nt, by the expe¬ 
diency or emergency of the circumftan'’'.': ’’ Fji‘her reflection had 
omvinced him that this dot^rjivj 5^ i- ' * and conflitutional. At 

the fame time he Ulc no JiiTi'.-.iivv -.n declaring, that foreign troops, 
fo brought by the King, cannot be kept in this country, either in 
peace or in war, without the confent of Parliament. I'he diftinc- 
tion between the two pofitions of law was plain and obvious. In 
difclaiming the one, which he nc'. it had aflerted, he did not mean 
to relinquifli the other, or to depart fr n. it in any degree. 

The queflion was then put upon his Loruft.ip’s motion, ’•■.hL:'. 
was agreed to. 


TueJdajt 4 th Mardh to Friday^ yth Hfurd', 


No public buiinefs. 


AfowA/y, 1 oth March. 

The Earl of GUILDFORD g:n'e notice, that he would on 
Tuefday fe'nnight bring forwaril a motion oji the trcadcs made be¬ 
tween foreign Powers and this countiy, fince tiie commencement 
of the w'ar, and moved, that on that day the I loufc be fummoned. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE adverted to the condiicl of Lord 
Auckland, who, on a former day, had come down to the Houfe, 
and, without any previous notice, moved, that fiich part of Lord 
Radnor’s Proteft as related to him, Ihnuld be expunged'tfom their 
Lordfliips’ Journals. He congratulated the noble Lord on having 
recanted from his doClrincs, rcfjK:Chng the landing of Heflian or fo¬ 
reign troops in tltis country, without the confent or approbation of 
Parliament; but he would not hefltate to fay, that though he miglit 
bave confidered what was contained in the Proteft, as it originally 
Rood, as an indelible ftigma on his charaClcr, ftill, however, the 
mpde he had purfued upon this occafton called for his animadver- 
f^n. Had the Houfe been regularly fummoned, his Lordftiip fald 
that he would not only have argued that the landing of the Heftian 
troops was illegal, but would have denied what had been conceded 
in the Proteft, that it was expedient. But if noble Lords could 
rmke fuch mot%ns without due notice, the moft folemn dectftons, 
and the minutes of that Houfe, might te altered at plcafure. He 
cemtended, that fuch conduct was unparliamentary, and contraiy to 
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die niles of the Houfe^ which (bate noble Lords, o(tGdieroeeafiof% 
were fo ready to confider as facred and unalterable. '' 

Lord AUCKLAND (aid, he would only offer a few words OA 
the ’fubje<£i, as there was no qucftion before the Houfe, he did not 
feel that he was called upon to anfwcr the noble Lord’s fuggedioiuu 
The Houfe was refpedlfully attended when he made the motion 
luded to, and w'as not taken by fui^ifc i and it was done with the 
^onfent of the noble Lord who figned the proteft. He faid, that 
he did not depart from the aifertions which he made when the fub/edt 
of foreign troops arriving in this kingdom, was debated before thefr 
Ivordfhips on a former night. He Hill perfifted in the arguments 
that he had ufed on that <x:cafion; they were fucli as he did hold* 
and would hold ; but he conceived, that the infinuations contained 
in the proteft, were fuch as were nert altogether juftified by wliat had 
fallen from him in debate. When the noble Lord therefore attrL 
buted his conduct to a ehangc of fentiment, he begged leave to alfure 
him and the Houfe, that not the leafi change had taken place; h6 
Hill retjuned his former opinion, and believed he fliould die with if. 

Lord SYDNEY faid, that the condu«Sl of Lord Lauderdale was 
the moft extraordinary he had ever witneffed: he found fault with 
the Houfe, for liaving done fomething in his abfcncc, which it 
(liould not have done but when he was prefent. He was not in tho 
habit of protefling againil; the opinion of the Houfe, like fome odict 
noble I.a)rds: But did he wifh the words of the proteft to remain 
as they originally ftood ? He fiippof«?d that the Houfe muft alter what 
it has done, in order to fuit his L-ordftiip’s taftc and opinion. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE replied, that he had only once 
introduced a motion in a full Houfe, and that he was accufed of 
taking it by fur prife. He faid, L()rd S) dney had not lately been in 
the habit o?entering proteft^on their journals; but he remembered 
the time when, in ^mother place, he was as warm and zealous a 
protefter as any Lord in that Houfe. 

The order of tlie day being read. 

The Bilhop ctf ROCHESTER rofe for the purpofe of making 
the motion relpetHing the Have rrade, of vd ich he had ^ven previous 
notice. He faid, that tlircc fcftlons of Parliament had pafted llnce 
the buftnefs refpc<fting the flavc trade had been brought before the 
Houfe, and he at prefent faw no probability, from the mode of 
proceeding purfiicd, of its being brought to a conclufion for a lot^ 
time to come. In the year 1792, the queftion for the hearing of 
Counfel, and the examin ition of witneffes firft came before the. 
Houfe, and it was determined that tlicy fhould be examined at thi 
Bar of the Houfe. He was tlien one of thofc who voted for theUf 
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hdag fo exaltnmed, jind he did it in hopes tliat thofe noble Lords 
tldio had not made up their minds on the bultncfs, might have a 
^lore early «^portunity of lacing convinced of the impolicy, as well 
as of the inhumamty of continuing fo ihocking a traffic. For his 
own part, he did not feel the want of a farther examination of 
witnefles, his mind was made up.—The experience of three fef- 
fions had produced very little progrefs. The witnclTes w'ho had 
already been examined, he believed he might venture to affiert, 
without the dread of contrailicUon, bore no manner of proportion 
to thofe that are to be examined ; and therefore, unlefs fume mode 
could be adopted for expediting the hufinefs, it would never be 
brought to a concluiion: when it was firft brought before the Iloufe 
it had been agreed that two days in every week iliould be dedicated 
to it; but even in the tirft feffion that agreement had been broken 
throu^, and in the fucceeding feffion the buiinefs had been conti> 
nually put off frum time to time, and when brought forward it w'as 
always after the Houfc were tired by attending to other bulincfs 
which had preceded. In the prefent ftffwn, either from the addi¬ 
tional W’cight of bulincfs occalioncd by the war, or fri'm fomc other 
caufc, it had not been brought forward at all. It was certainly 
equally an objeft to thofe who w’erc for a continuation of this traffic 
in human blood, as to thofe who thought an abolition of it both a 
mcafure of policy and humanity, to have a fpcedy determination on 
it; but going on as the Iloufe has hithc'rto done, it dues not feem 
jvobable the evidence w'ill be gone through, or the Houfe be pre¬ 
pared to give an anfw'cr to the Commons on the hufinefs, even by 
the time which they have fixed for the termination of this hontd 
trade; it therefore behoved their Lordlhips to adopt foinc more 
fpcedy mode of pnxredurc; and he wa^of opinion, that if the far- 
tlier examination of wirneffes, andh< aiwigof Counfii, were referred 
to a Committee up Hairs, it would conlidcrably jixpedite the bufinef*, 
for the Corniuittcc could meet at a much earlier hour, and dedicate 
much more time to it than the Iloufe could poffibly do; he there¬ 
fore moved. That the farther hearing of Counfel ant! evidence on 
the flave trade, with the evidence that has already be..n taken, be 
referred to a Committee above (lairs. 

The Duke of CLARENCE dclired that tlic order of the Houfc, 
with regard to the mode of conduiHing the examination of evidence 
on the ilavc trade, might be rcatl; this having been done, his Royal 
Highnefs took notice of two amendments that liad been made to the 
original motion by a noble Lord who was at the head of the Com- 
viercial intereds of this country, and anodicr noble Lord near him 
(Lord Mansfield). Flom tbefe lie argued the great attendon of 

3 



PEP A'TES. 


A. 1794. 


m' 


the Houfe to the objc6^ wlien it came originally before it, and hoa^ 
improper it would now be to make any alteration in the mode of 
s^onduding the bufinefs. lie therefore infixed that the motion made 
by the right reverend Prelate, had already been determined; and 
that he himfclf had voted for the prefent mode of proceeding. His 
Royal Ilighncfs, notvrithftanding the iniinuatiuns of delay, verily 
believed that the bufinefs had pnATcded ns rapidly as the other bu>- 
(inefs of importance tlicn pending ^\ould puflihlv admit. It was to 
be rccullcdcd, that this countiy' is nut now in diat ilatc of profound 
ptKc which it was at the time the flivc tratic was firft agitated. 
Wc arc now at war, and confequcntly the time and attention of the 
Iluufc muft be taken up, and with bufinefs of a more temporary 
and important nature. As to the Have trade not having been brought 
forward at all this felTion, it was a matter of delicacy to the right 
r».\crond prelate, whofe ill health pRVtntipg his attending his duty 
in P.uliauicnt, from Mhich be hid intcKfticl himfdf in this affair, 
w IS thought a fufftitiit n ifon f<jr dtlajing of it; he could not, 
therefore, but exprefs his fur| rife, that, on the very firft day upon 
whici) the iight revtund Prehtt w is able to attend the Houfe, he 
fliould bring forward a motion i>f futh a tindeney. The colonLs 
could not Lc cuhis'ittd but wirii (lives—this was a commercial 


country, an<l, thou^dr a ver) lonn'T man, he m.is consinced that 
the moft ftri(M attention lboii’«l lc paid to it. In this \iew the 
tiadc was tf the higlicft imjHUtaiicc, fi»r tin coiintrj is benefited 
2i.,ooo,oool. a ycir by her Wcft-India tiadc , an immenfe num- 
bir of fe*mcn, no Icfs tlnn tnent) five thouland, aie employed 
in it, another matter of the tirft confcqucnec, and upwaids of 
70,000,0001. is embarked in it by the lubj*.ci> of this countiy. 
Thefe vtoih»» «t^ons tint would weigh witli their Lordftiips, to give 
the buftnefs tluir moft fciious confidenition , bdides, it was brought 
bcfuie them by the Coinmi'iisi of Great Diitiin, and under all thefe 
tircuniftancts, he thought it iueomi'iliblc with the d'gnity of the 
Houfe to refer it to a piivatc Commlttcx;; bofidis it w'as bringing 
the bufinefs ujx'n the Houfe at a time when it would be the kafl 
convenient fiir thtir T.,ordllnps to attend a Committee—at a time 
when the affiAcs wcic holding, and it niuft be' the wifli of every 
noble 1a rd to attend the afli/cs in his own county. J lis Royal 
Highnefs faid, that gicat atttniivin was due to every thing which 
came from fo icfpctftable a body as the Commons of England, but 
ftill tlieir Lordfhips muft judge for themfelves ; and h« would never 
confent to fubferibc to the opinions nf others, while his own judge¬ 
ment was lupjxirted by tvidence. His Highnefs concluded by af- 
furing the Houfe, that his fcllow-fubjcfts abroad, as well as at 
VojL. XXXVIIl. X 
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expe^cd from their Ldrdihlps ti' fiill dnd a folcmn inveiliga- 
tbn of the bufincTs, by which alone their property and rights could 
he fecured to them. That Houfc was looked up to as the guardiar. 
©f the rights of the fubjc<St: ijs decilions were held in great rcfpcdl; 
and he hoped it would ever maintain tliat honourable conduct in all 
its proceedings which had fo juftly procured it the efteem of the 
country. 

The Bifliop of ROCIIESTF'R declared, that he was not ap- 
prifed that tlic biiflncfs had been po(lp<?ncd in confcqucncc of his 
indifpolition ; but ftill perfifted that their Ixirddiips would facilitate 
the bufincfs confidcrably by voting for his motion. He was ftrength- 


cned in this opinion by contemplating the vaft quantity of buiinefs 
w'hich rcquirccl, in various lituations, the attention of His Majclly’s 


Mini tiers. 



The Earl of MANSFIELD faid, as he liad been particularly 
alluded to in the tlcbatc, ho thought it noceirary to ubferve, that the 
Houfc had already granted the prayer of the petitii^mTs, and could 
not now alter its conduct with refpeit uj the mode of proceeding in 
the bufincfs. He afked, thould matters of the fmallcll moment btr 
heard at the Bar of that HouJe, and would their T./)rdfhips fend an 
affair of fuch magnitude to a Committee above ftairs ? He th(^ughr 
that would not leave a vciy great imprcinon on the ]>ublic mind, of 
the jufiice and honour of the Houfc. I Ic would not give his con- 
fent to the referring fo impoitant an nbjoCl to a Committee. 13 c- 
fidcs, the examination already tiad at the Bar, inuft in that cafe be 
fubmitted to that Committee, and it was ccrtainlv im»x>fnblc fur 
them to judge of what they had not heard. 

Lord GRKNVIIXK felt it his duty on the firft iraprcffiori, to 
declare, that lie did not tliink that tlic time of Hi? •!«:ij..fty’s Mi- 
niltcrs could be occupied by any circumltance of greater importance, 
than die quefiion Ix^fore the Houfc. In liis mind the country was 
deeply intcrefted in the rcfult of their Lordfhips’ proceedings; but he 
did not fee how it would be derogatory to the dignity of the Houfc, 
to accede to the motion made by the reverend Prelate. Jmr his own 
parr, he would act with delulion were he to fay, that he had not 
made, up his mind 'mi the fubjc<£l. The report of the Committee 
of the Houfc of Commons, and the opinion and dccifion of die 
Council, left him no room fur doubt on the occafion. The Houfe 
of Conamons had at Hrfe examined evidence at die Bar, hut, dnd- 
ing die inconvenience of that mode of pnicccding, had at length re¬ 
ferred it to a Committee. His J.^rddiip could fee no didiculty in 
tliat Houfc alfodcaving the bufincfs to a Committee, either to col- 
1 ^ evidence^ or to report upon it i for, as the proceedings were 
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vprin^d, a Committee could judge a.s well as their Lorddiips of the 
merits of the queftion, and might lit for feveral hours before the 
Houfe proceeded on other bufincfs, and thus dilpatch it without 
delay. His Lordihip did not wiih to anticipate the Judgement of 
the Houfe; but if, like the other, they fhould he of opinion that the 
trade was contrary to humanity and ptdxo', they would not hefitate 
to fay fo, whatever might be the confcqucnce to thofc concerned 
in it. 

Lord THURLOW was furprifed at fuch a motion being brought 
forward at this time ; for what would it be faying to the gentlemen 
concerned r All parties feemed to agree that this was one of the 
moft important fubje»Sls that was ever brought before that Houfe; 
and yet it was propofed to refer it to a Committee, in the fame 
manner as m'us done with the mod trivial matter. He had always 
been in the habits of conceiving, and he was much miRaken if the 
Journals did not warrant his conclulion, that whenever any matters 
of great national magnitude were brought under confideration, it 
was the uniform pradlice to give them the moft folcmn and ferious 
attention, and which could only be done at the Bar of that Houfe: 
this their Lordfliips hafl alfo agreed tr', in the prefent inftance, for 
two fcrtions, and now it was pvoj>ofcil to alter the mode. What 
did that imply, luilcfs that they did not mov cMufider it of that im¬ 
portance, or that they were tired of it; an imprcflion he hoped would 
never bi: given by that Houfe to the public. '1 he abfurdity alfo to 
liim appeared apparent, for it recommended the farther examina¬ 
tion of witneifes, &c. Did it rnc.m, by way of expediting, that 
they war,? .♦^begin a^in, and go through all their Lordlhips had 
alrcad}' done r for, if offfcrw ife, the evidence would confift of two 
diftin<ft parts, ai^i he did not fee how’ they could be united. The 
Bar of the Houfe was tlic only proper place in which the bufinefs 
could properly be proocedctl in, anti therefore he lliouki oppofc the 
learned I'relatc's motitxn; and alfo becaufc he did not believe the 
adopting it would be attended with any expedition; for would any 
noble Lord fay, drat their engagements were fuch as to prevent at¬ 
tending, if brought on in the Houfe, and yet enable them to attend 
in a Committee up ftairs ? 

I^rd GRENV'^ILLE faid, the evidence being daily printed, it 
would be of little confcquencc to the dccifton, whether it was taken 
up ftairs, or at the Bar of the Houfe. 

The Biftiop of LONDON obferved, that while the noble Lord 
adverted to thofc perfons who had embarked their property in the 
Weft Indies, their Lordftiips would feel that there were fifteen 
millions of Africans pleading at their Bar, and that every year of 
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delay was fubjc 61 ing perhaps 80,000 of thofe poor creatures to what.; 
the Houfe of Commons had termed a trade of blood, murder, and 
rapine. 

The Earl of KINNOUL (Lord Hay) declared himfclf equally 
the enemy of unnccefTary delay, and improper precipitation, but 
where fo mucli property was at Aakc, too much caution, he 
thouglit, could not be ufed, - and on this ground he would oppofc 
the motion. 

The Earl of ABINGDON faid, that the Houfc being already 
fully in pofllifion of his fentiments upon the fubjc<fl at large, he 
rofc, upon the prefent occalion, for the purpofe only of one obfer- 
vation, and which was this; that this motion being for the irnnjla- 
/ion of this bulincfs from the Houfc below to a Committee abo-ve 
flairs, he was not at all furprll’cd that fuch a propofition Ihould 
come from a right reverend prelate, who, as a philofopher (of the 
Brifotinc fchcol too, as the right reverend Prelate himfclf had pro- 
fcflfed), as a ixditician, a fcholar, and divine, muft ncceffarily 
know and be beft acquainted with the nature of tranfiathm of every 
kind; and therefore repeated, that he was not at all furprifed at 
fuch a motion coming from fuch a quarter. But, faid his Lord- 
fhip, thinking as he did, that inftcad of traijlating this bufinefs 
vp flairs, it ought to be tranjlated out of the Houfc—or, in a cant 
phrafe, perhaps better known to their Lordfliips, inftcad of kicking 
this budnefs up flairs, (as is fometimes faid of the Tx)rds Lieutenants 
of Ireland) it ought to be kicked out of doors,—he fhould certainly 
give his decided negative to the motion. 

The Earl of GUILDFORD faid, he had formed bj?..nion 
from a careful attention to the moft ma(l5c!v difeufiion in another 
place that any queftion had ever received. It w'at ttx» evident that 
the examination of evidence at the bar of the Houfc might extend 
to the pcri(Ki at which another br.inch of the Lcgiflature had decided 
that the trade ought to ccafc, and then it would be a very aukward 
and embarrafTmg circumflancc. At a time wb.en their lx)rdfhips 
were convinced tliat the trade was inconfiflent with jKjJicy and juf- 
flicc, they might be called upon to allow fomc thoufands more of 
the unhappy vi< 51 iins of it to be carried away, that the fyflem might 
not be aboil(hed too abruptly. 

The Houfe divided on the motion; 

Contents 14; Not Contents 42.—Majority 28. 

Tue/dayt March iilhy to Mondayi March I'Jthy imlujive* 

Ko bufinefs. 
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^uefdayf i %th March, 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE b^ged to know from the Mim* 
fler, whether he meant to fubmit to the conlideratlon of the Houfe 
thofe diredtions which were fent to the Lords Lieutenants of coun¬ 
ties, as he conlidercd it as a matter of the higheft importance to 
the nation, and what ought to be communicated to the Houfe be¬ 
fore the mcafure w'as adopted. 

Lord GRENVILLE replied, that whatever was ncccffaiy, pro¬ 
per, and parliamentary, fliould be done \ but tliat if the noble Karl 
meant that a communication of the bufinefs Hiould now be made, 
he, f<jr one, fhouM refift any motion to lUat cfTcif. 

The Earl cf I^AUDKRDALE faid, that thefe letters fent to 
the Lords Lieutenants were unconftitutional and dangerous, and 
called for the immediate interpolltk n of Parliament, and he fhould 
therefore move tor all the Lo.-iis Oj be fumnioned for Tuefday 
next. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that the mcafure alluded to was 
neither miconftitutional nor dangerous, and that, before it was put 
into execution, it would be laid before Parliament for their con¬ 
currence. ■ 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE was not fatistled with this expla¬ 
nation, and therefore the Houfe was ordered to be fummoned for 
'I'ucfday. 

'I'lic Earl of GUILDFORD rofe in confcqucncc of the notice 
which he had given ; but before he (liould fpeak on the fubjc(ft upon 
which he had taken the liberty to have their Lordihips fummoned, 
he moved the rAding of tlj^fcveral treaties exiting between Great 
Britain and the conft^crate prjwers. The titles of the fcvcral trea¬ 
ties were then read, and arc as follow; The Treaty for die Exten- 
fion of Gimmercc bctw'ccn the Emprefs of Ruflla and His Majefty ; 
the Treaty of Alliance with the Emprefs; the Treaty ivith the 
Landgrave of Hefle CalTcl, for fubfidifing 8000 of his troops ; a 
fecund Treaty with the Landgrave, for fupplying his Majefty with 
an additional corps of 4000 men ; a Treaty with the King of Sar¬ 
dinia ; a Treaty with the King of Spain ; a Treaty with his Sici¬ 
lian Majefty; a Treaty with the King of Pruflia , a Treaty writh 
the Emperor of Germany; a Treaty with the Maigrave of Baden, 
for fubfidifing 754 of his troops; a Treaty widi the Queen of Por¬ 
tugal ; and a Treaty with the Landgrave of HefiTe Darmftadt, for 
fubfidifing a corps of ^000 men*. 

• For copies of thefe treaties, vide Debrett's CollcffioQ of State Papery 
reUuve to the War ajg^aipft France, 
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The noble Earl then laid, that from difeuiTtons which had 
cently taken pl?ce, and opinions maintained by thofe in high autho> 
rity, he was obliged in the firft place to fay a few words rcfpe<Sling 
the pTcrngative of the Crown and the rights and privileges of Par¬ 
liament and of that Houfc ; a proper regard for which made it his 
duty to bring forward the motion which he would have the honour 
to fubmit. He dated it to be the undoubted right of that Houfc 
to advife His Majefty at all times, and under any circumftances, 
rcfpc<!'Hng the excrcifc <»f his pren)g;ativcs; and there was no one 
prert^tivc of the Crown to which that Houfc were fo much bound 
to attend, and give their advice upon, as that by which the King 
had a right to make pcr.ee and war. U rider this conlideration c.»me 
all treaties and negociations which had a tendency to produce either 
the one or the (»ther, and with this view it w'as that he had called 
the attention of the Houfe to thofe on the table. He contended that 
they had a right to atlvi.c His Majefty not to enter into treaties that 
might endanger the fafety or trinquillity of the country ; to give 
their advice upon matters ariiing from treaties cxiOing ; and to give, 
tlieir advice worn it might appear to them that treaties ought to he 
Tcfcinded, or negoei.'itioirs abandoned, that had been bognn. la 
fup}y>rt of thi.s argument, he was happy to h.ive the fain^dion and 
authority of their Journals, from which he adifnecd a firing of pre¬ 
cedents from early to the prefent times, v.liieh bore him out in the 
concludons which he meant to draw fnjtn them, as the ground of his 
motion on thefe p)int.s. 'Two he particularly fclei^kd from the J<'Uf- 
nals of their Lordfliips, the firft relative to the T'rcaty of Utrecht, 
and the feeond with rcg.ard to the Treaty of Aix-li^Cil'.apellc ; in 
both which cafes the Houfc had cntcr^'mto particular refolutions. 
One branch of the prerogative which liad beerf aflerted to cxift {but 
the cxiftcnce of w-iiich he polilively dcnictl), was the right of landing 
foreign troops in tliis kingdom; the cxcrcifc of wiiich, though it 
might not entirely defiroy pratlical liberty, inevitably defaced every 
^ftige of theoretical libcitv in this countr}'. He next came to ftatc, 
that from his dificring with the majority of the Houfc on the fub- 
of the prefent war, it was natural to fuppofc that he was no friend 
fo the treaties on the table, which were defended by thofe of a dif- 
■vfcrent opinion on the juftiec and policy of tliat avar; any difeufiion, 
'■Jliowevcr, on that lafl point he had no intention to enter upon that 
day ; he would confine what he had to fay to the treaties merely. 
^He wifhed to efiablifh thefe points; that the «>bvious tendency of our 
j|tn gagcmcnts went to fupport and forward the unjufi and romantic 
other European powers to conquer France—that they were 
fiTpccl favourable to the real iutcrefts of this country, and 
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that th«y had been entered injEo upon principles that tfie Ktng*8 Mi- 
^ ntfters had prcvioufly and repeatedly difavowed. In anfwering thefd, 
vif became neceflary to recut to the opinions univerfally held in and 
out of Parliament upon the propriety of our remaining neutral as to 
die difturbanccs of France two years ago ; that neutrality had been 
thought by every man who confidcred at all, the wifeft and beft ^x>~ 
licy that this country could follow j and no one was bold enough to 
fup{x>fe that we ought ever to interfere fo far in the internal aliairt 
of another countn^, as to didlatc a government for fo great and in* 
dependent a people. 'Fhat our interference was not for the iatcrefts 
of tlic country he believed few would deny ; and tliat it was againft 
the opinion of the King’s iVlinifters avowed at the time by (hem^ 
and approved by all, woul<i appear from their own conduct. For 
fo little did they think wc Iirul any thing to do with thofc didurb- 
anccs, that the failures that took place after the Duke of Brunfwick’s 
firft ManifeHo, the French gettiirg poflcflion of Savoy, and. die 
capture of Mentz, appeared, by their condutd, to be matters of in- 
dilRtciiv.,?. 'Flic ch'-ingc, tiicrcfore, that had taken place> and 
wliieli uccafioned our interfererree, rtrft by an armament which 
brought a declaration from France, and afterwards created thofc 
ciigrtgemenf^ which led us into the war, murt arife from a total 
cKjiigc of fyflein and views, and a fubverfion of that neutrality 
which would have been, and whaf it was at firft thought to be, 
tl'ie wifeft, the beft, and the moft honourable part for this country 
to have aeled. As to the treaties, he would divide them into three 
elaifes—thofc that were fubfidiary—thofc of a more general and 
foedcral nature—and laftly, that anomalous one with the King of 
.Sardinia, which bore no analogy or rcfcmblance to any that had 
taken pIs''.*' ’’ni iliploinatic hiftory. As to the firft clafs, he confcflfcd 
he had the Icah objc£liosl!!^ bccaufc he thought fubiidiary treaties, 
if a proper ufe w%s made of them, might be of effential fervicc 
botlr in times of peace and war—in times of peace, bccaufc they 
enabled us to Icft’en our internal force, and thereby were a fort of 
ftandiitg army kept up without any of thofc dangerous confcqucnccs 
fo much and fo juftly dreaded from keeping a ftanding army in this 
ctmntry in times of peace, and at the entire will*of the Executive 
Government—fo much for them in times of peace. In times of 
war, the fervicc that may be made of them, if properly ufed, was 
obvious to every body; but he denied tliat in the prefent war a 
proper ufe had been made of any one of thofc treaties on the tabic. 
As to the fceond clafs, he objeded to them very ftrongly, from the 
claufes which they contained, binding us not to make peace but 
upon fuch terms as were conftftcnt with the ambitious views of thofc 



y i y i pfs , and fiill more iro^ their nature rcfpc£Ui^ our coiidudt to* 
wards neutral powers. Had they contained a claufe to prevent 
neutral powers from giving fuch aid to France as might be dai^cr^^ 
pus to the contracting powers, they might, perhaps, be reckoned 
wife; but if tliat claufe gave the confederate powers a right to aCt 
as they had done witli regard to Sweden and Denmark, and in ano¬ 
ther way to Genoa, 'I'ufeany, and Switicrlantl, it would open a 
precedent for more tyrannical f>ppreffion than had ever occurred in 
the moft arbitrary times of the moft dcfputie powers in Europe. 
With regard to the lali, that phenomenon in diplomatics, it was in 
every way new, unaccountable, and unprofitable ; and it was im- 
pi^ible that any good could ever arife to this country out of it. 

In the treaty with the King of Sardinia, w'c had llipulatcd for 
what ? Why that he (hould keep 50,000 men in pay for the de¬ 
fence of his own dominions, and on our jvart w'c ilipulatcd to fend a 
^refpe6blble fleet into the Mediterranean, which muft conlidcrably 
weaken our naval flrength at home : to pay an annual fubfldy of 
200,oool. and guarantee the reftitulion of Savo)', and fuch oiher 
dominions as might be conquered from Sardinia during the war, 
whenever pence (hould be concluded. Had the noble Lord who 
figned thofe treaties, fuch an abject opinion of the adivity of tl\c 
Board of Admiralty, as to think tliat upon a proper fuggcltiun of 
the nccelTity of a fleet in the Mediterranean, they w'ould not fond 
it out, without the country being actually bound thereto by treaty ? 
Or was it to be fuppofed that his Sardinian Majefly w'ould be fo 
diflnclined to defend his own dominions, as to render it neccifary 
on our part to engage him to fuch a meafurc ? It was neccflaiy 
not only to fubfldize him, but alfo to guarantee the reflitution of 
his 'territories. But it was to be rccollcClcd, that th$uSa];dinians 
were eng^d in this warj and difpolTeflS^'Of Savoy ^evious to our 
taking part in the war} that we had feen iv lilcncc this pro¬ 
ceeding of France; and not only did think it incumbent not to in¬ 
terfere at that time for the reflitution of Savoy, but even Impofcd 
a neutrality upon Switzerland and Geneva. With regard to the 
treaties with the other powers, wc had adled upon a very impolitic 
plan; we had engaged ourfelves to continue in a war until all tlie 
territories which might he conquered from them fhould be reflored; 
was there any neceflity in order to induce thofe powers to permit 
us to expend our money and lend our arms and afliflance in the 
common caufe, to tie ourfelves down by particular treaty and en¬ 
gagement ? Before lx fat down, he muft fay, that he difapproved 
of the treaties, not more on account of their contents than their 
^lUTions. The great objed for wluch we had affeiSlcd to enter 
)r 


«uu me war, ana tne grounds which Miniflors held out to the na- 
»lion at large for engaging in it, he contended, had been totally nc- 
all thofe treaties ; this was the fecurity and prote< 51 ion 
of Holland; no Aipulation whatever had been made in favour of 
that country; for he did not think that there was any living in the 
condudl of Ruflia and Pruflia in the partiti(>n of Poland, or the 
conduct of the Houfe of Auftria in Its late proceedings, that amount- 
ted to a guarantee for the future fafety of the United Provinces, 
the only power on the continent, whofe liberty ami independance 
were of any material confcquencc to this country. He tii<i not 
think it any proof of the fagacity or forefight of Adminidration, to 
depend on the wild and chimerical ptvlirics of Joftph the .Second 
for the protcdlion of the frontier againft prance. The battle of 
(jemapjx: Ihould have taught them the dangerous confcquencc of a 
'difinantled frontier. He knew tlrat the prefent proceeding would 
be aOimilatcd to the attempt to diff(Jve the general confederacy 
againii Louis XIV. but before the condudt of thofe w-ho thought 
with him fhould he compared to the oundudl of Lord lik)lingbrokc 
and his friends, it woulil be ncccliary to Ihew a iimilitude between 
the confederacy of the prefent day againit I'lani'c and that againrt 
Louis XIV. When we fay that the prefent is a confederacy, 
there the fimilitudc cmls; the confederacy of that day was to pre¬ 
vent the tix? great acquifition of power of that dcfptitic Prince; the. 
obje<Sf of the prefent, to impofc a Government by external force 
ujxvn an independent nation. As well might we compare the pal¬ 
try fuccclfes of the lad campaign to the brilliant victories of the 
Duke of Marlborough and Prince Kugene, His Lordlhip fl\e.wcd 
the inutility of the fevcral treaties in evorv point of view, thtir in¬ 
adequacy any rcal^|j'antage to this country, and that the 

objects of the feveral alli«rf*were ellenrially <iitTl‘rcnt; this country, 
he contcndeil, had hcftl (jut to the people of Fnince the rcdittition of 
the Conditution of 1789. Upon the wliole he confidercd the pre¬ 
fent as a feeble attempt to raife the drooping head of the Houfe of 
Bourbon, the natural and inveterate foe of this luuntrv; and to 
prevent the great incrcafc of its jxiwer, by the family compact, 
which he was convinced had been the fourcc of the many embar- 
ralfmcnts of England, fo much blood and treafure had been wafted ; 
redid not conceive it to be our duty to endeavour to reinftatetliat family. 
!n the courfe of his fpccch his Lordftiip reprobated the cruelty cx- 
rcifed againft Genoa and other neutral powrrs, in preventing them 
rom exporting the natural commodities of their countries, and he 
•rought forward in fupport of our illegality' on doing fo thcconduifk 
f this kingdom on former occafions. Upon the whole he affirmed, 
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that our Government had ailed unwifely, unjuftly, and unconilt- 
tutionally \ and in cafes of this nature, he faid, there were many 
preccdcius to juility the motion he held in his hand. He con 
eluded by movhi.5 ih'; ftdlowin^ refolution “ 'Hut it is the opi- 
** nion of this Hoiife, that His Majefty has entered into engage- 

ments, whicli liavethe obvious t..ndcncy of promoting the inte- 
“ refts of other nations, in which this cttuniiy i..is no concern, 
** and motives whiv lt hav e been repcatediy difavowed by the King’s 
** Minhlers.” 

Lord HAWKESBURY faid, that in the principle firft laid 
down by the noble Karl, vi*. the right of Parliament to difeufs 
and deliver their opinions upon the fubjcdl of war and peace, and 
treaties with foreign nations, he fliould not conteft ; he admitted 
all the noble Earl had faid, rcfpcciing the right whieii that Houfc 
had to advife liis Majclly as to the cxcrcifc of his prerc^ative, 
though fume of the prccciients flcited were rather againft the con- 
dufions drawn from them. He infificd that the treaties which 
Great Britain Jiad entered into weic juftilicd by ever)' argument of 
found policy, and ctatformable to the true intercOs of this country. 
He held it unncccflary to f<iiiovv the nt:blc Earl into the extenfive 
field of treaties that w'Lrc t< i.illy foreign to the prefent queftion, 
and therefore lliovild confine hiuiieli* to wliat fe(.Ti'.cd the Icadina 
features of the noble Eaii'a {pctvli, \*hich lie UKik upon him to fay 
had no folid fi'undation. 'n.c treaty with S.;r<iiu!a, the noble 
Lord contended, vi^as the moll objectionable ; but U vi'as found 
neceflUry to prevent Kr;uu\; iVotri getting a pafi'age into Italy, to 
ufe our influence ro protect Sardinia, wliioh was the key to that 
country, where, if the I'rench once g»3t footing, they would not 
fail to avail themfelves of the propc^-jjtv of the ClTUrcn'i and like 
Goths and Vandals, dcflroy tlic rcmaiinug vefligcsof the fine arts. 
If tliey had got into that country, and themfelves of the fe- 

vcral ports in the Med.iterrauean, we ihv>uld not have feen fuch a 
noble fleet, the riohcll from that country wliielt had ever entered a 
Bntifli port, as had arrived ydlei Jay. Belides by this treaty we 
iMred men at a cheaper rat'c.than we could raife them at hf»me or 
‘^iMurchafe them in Germany, la the fivuativin in which we were at 
^ihe Gommenc' inent of the war, and the dottrines which France 
held but; he contended it was our duty to make an allianee as cx- 
tenfivc as it was lofTible; he thought tlr t all the nations in Europe 
(houldbe combined again-ft France as the Common enemy, and he 
thought thofc powers which had not joined the commtMi caufc, 
were highly ccnfurable. In refpeil to Genoa and Denmark, he 
was amazed to hear the noble Earl talk of injufticc done to them 
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by flopping their exportation of com. Was the nol^lc Earl fo ill 
vyfed in the produ< 51 ions of thofc cfountrics as to be ignorant that 
their* lands did not produce more than half the quantity of grain that 
was requifite to fupply the confumption ncccflary to their ownfup- 
port. This was an imdoniable fact, and demonflrativcly proved 
that their exportation of corn but a device to ferve France, by 
thus proflituting tlreir neutrality, in permitting com to be brought 
to them, and then exporting that corn to our enemies. To do this 
was contrary to the laws of nations; for it ever liad been held that 
provilion to an enemy, who could not long cxift witln)iit fuch a fup- 
was contraband by the laws of Europe, and liable to capture 
and confifeation. Tlic noble Lord then trok a view of what Eu¬ 
rope had to expedl from the eflablilhmcnt of the prefcntfyftcm which 
France had adopted, and faid, that nothing fliort of the deftrudion 
of civil fociety, and the eftablifhment of a di‘f\xitifm far more tre¬ 
mendous than the worft monarchy that ever cxifled, muft be the 
confcqucncc. He was one of thofe who thought the neutrality of 
tills country proper, while the French diftiirbanccs only cxifled in 
France ; but when the eircumftances changed, and they threatened 
deftrurtion, as far ns tltcir power to introduce their principles could 
go, lie faw the nccellity for a cliangc of policy. He dclired the 
noble Lord to look to what th*.*ir conduiT: was. They put to death, 
under the form, without the equity, of trial, all who were thought 
to be rich or wife. They allowed no pcrAin to enjoy more than 
200I. per annum—they mafilicrcd tl'.cir clcrgs’, and fciicd upon 
tile revenues, and even the ornaments of the church — tlicy forced 
all perfons indifcrisninascly to deliver up tlicir property—th.ey dc- 
ftroycdwll trade, maiUifai'durc, anil commerce—eonfii'catcd all 
eftates, and, in flior^tS^ll.iged the \iliolc uatuui. Did it not 
therefore argue tlicwlidom of this and every other country which 
united to deprive fuch a horde of barbarians —fuch more than Goths 
and Vandals, of the |wwcr of farther niifchicf r for it was well 
known what their intentions were againfl Jtalv, Spiin, Germany, 
and this kingdom. 'I'hc noble Lord h:ul faid, that the prefent 
condudl of thofc who tliought with him would be afllmilatcd to the 
condu( 5 l of Lord Bolinghrokc, in his attempt to break tlic confede¬ 
racy againfl Louis the XI Vth. but at tlie fame time had faid, there 
was an eflential difference between it and the prefent confederacy ; 
upon a more minute inveftig-ation, the difFcrence, he contended, 
would not be found fo great; that a former confederacy was for 
the purpofc of preventing the acqnifltlon of territory by France ; fo 
was the prefent; their objcdl was to acquire new territories, and to 
introduce into tlie territories fo acquired, their new fyflem of anar<* 
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chy, a fyftem much more deftruflive than the ambitious projcft.< of 
l^uis XIV. in their utmoft cxtttnt. His Lordlhip denied tliat this 
country was tied to any fpecific form of Government in France, dr 
to the reftitution of the Bourbon familv to the Throne, and defied 
any nt)blc Lord to point out any treaty or declaration by whicli we 
were lb bound. He then read the rcfidution, which he faid was 
unfounded in fadt, and unfupiwrted by argument, and to which he 
(hould therefore give his moft dceidcii oppofition. 

The Earl of CARNARVON obferved, that the noble Earl 
(Guildford) had Jtudioufly avoided difcufling the principles of the 
war ; b..caiifc, upon that ground alone, he thought die fevcral trea¬ 
ties might be well defentled. He defended the fublidi/dng Savoy, 
uptm tin: principle of its being a weak power, and that being obliged 
to bear the brunt of the war, it was ncccflaiy to guarantee the refti- 
rutiun of its territories at the conclufion of a peace, or it w'ould alfo 
remain neutral, or become he ally of your enemy. He wiflicd we 
'Could obtain the alTillance of Switzerland and Genoa upon funilar 
terms. 

The Earl of LAUDED D Af.E tfxik a comprcheaifive view' of the 
nature of all the engagements we have entered into with the different 
powers engaged in die prefeiu \vai againft France, and maintained 
they were fuch as could not be all carried into effect, for that they 
were utterly repugnant to each other in many parts ; no two of them 
agreeing, and many of them at variance even with ihemfeivcs. 
He condemned in the ftrongeftand mod pointed terms fuch a fyftcm 
of alliance, as tending to dillra< 5 ,l our commercial intereft and Iclfen 
the produce of our manufacturers, by diminiihing the number of 
markets w'hich, without fuch a genenil combination, would be open 
to us in the ufual w.iv of trade. He wait well convl -.ceil, that this 
fyftern of alliance wouKl ilo more mifehief to de and commerce 
of this country than even die American war; and this he faid was 
in a great meafure manifeited by the Ihock which our trade liad re¬ 
ceived already, and by the prop which we w ere obliged to put up 
for its defence immediately after the commencement of the war. 
He ridiculed the idea of our making a common caufc of this wav 
with the other powers confederated againlf France, for the purpofe 
of eftablifliing a Government in that country on w'hich we could 
confide.' Our view, as expreffed in the declaration to the people 
of Toulon, was for a limited Monarchy. Would Spain agree to 
this? Would the Houfe of Auftria agree to it ?. Would the King of 
Pruffia agree to it ? Is it not known that I/U Fayette, the drenuous 
fupporter of the French Conftitution of 1789* which we had pro- 
mifed tofupport, now lies in a dungeon, at the inltancc of the King 
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of PruflTia our ally ? But the mifehief did not end here; for fuppoling 
that all the combined powers, now profcflTing one common intereft 
againft France, were to agree in one common objcdl in that war, 
and fuppofing them to adl in conformity to that agreement, 

and that they fliuuld only require an indemnity for the Ioffes they 
muft inevitably fuftain in profecuting the war, and fupiX)ling flill 
farther, that they ffiould gain the full extent of their wifocs, the 
entire fubjugation of France, what would then be the conrcquence ? 
Spain mull be indemnilied, Sardinia mull lx; indemnified, Kuffia 
muft be indemnified, and Auftvia indemnified! Fdow was this to be 
done ? By dividing France ; and after this divllion had taken place, 
to the fatisfailion of the parties, tlicrc would not be left of the domi¬ 
nion of France, any part confiderable enough about which to contend 
for a form of Government, and then Great Britain would find no- 
tliing but ruin in the event. But as this was indeed a diftant pro- 
fpcdl; we ftiould look at what was more likely to be the point of 
difputc for a long time to come, if this war was to be carried on, 
U}X)n the prefent fyftem of the allies, and for the general objeCl they 
pretended to have in view’; namely, a form of Government for 
France. Upon this jx>int he could not fee how' the parties in alliance 
could agree. 'Fo an F.ngli(liman, a limited monarchy would be 
natural, to the other pow'crs, a military Government i fo tliat he 
faw no probability of the allies at all agreeing on the form of Go¬ 
vernment tliey Ihoiild irnpofe on I'rance, fnppoling tlicm even to 
bc^ablc to imix>fc any. He ridiculed alfo the idea that we could 
not treat w’ith the prefent rulers of Fiance, on account of their being 
incapable of entering into any plan for negoeiating tor a peace, as if 
thole w’l^ were capable offimiiing plans, and conJuiling them, for 
the managcmo.iTN^f the jaij^eft armies, were incapable of forming 
a plan for peace. IWfiwrt, he faw no chance, by which this coun¬ 
try might be benefited in the progrels of this w'ar, but he faw many 
by which it might be fcvercly injured, and among thefe w'as one. 
that was too probahlc-^hc meant, tliat many of the piiwcrs now 
engaged might, from time to time, licmand fubfidics of us, and 
perhaps fuddcnly quit the combination, if it ftiould fuit their par¬ 
tial intereft, fo that at laft we might be left alinoft alone to ftand 
the conteft. 'I'he motion now before the lloufc tended to check 
that fpreading fpirit of alliauee, w'hich w'as entirely repugnant to the 
true intereft of this country, and therefore it had his hearty affent. 

The Earl of MANSFIELD thought that the motion now be¬ 
fore their Lordlhlps involved this contldcration—would it lead to 
afpeedy, fafe, and honourable peace ? or would it, if carried, tend 
only to a momentary fccurity, by tending to. weaken the alliances 
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thlt had been formed ? He was of the latter opinion, and thought 
tiiat the motion, if carried, would offend the allies, and totally de^ 
Hrpy the objedls for which the confederates armed. Inftcad of 
weakening the alliance, it fhould be the obje^l of this country to 
flrcngthen and ciNifolidatc it, for the fecurity and peace of Europe. 
It could never be the wifti of tins country to fuffer Holland and 
Flanders to remain in tlic poffeffon of the French, which miift 
have been the cafe, if we had not armed to expel the abominable 
lyftem of Jacobinifm Tvhich had pervaded that unhappy country. 
He declared, his detefiation of the partition of Poland. In his di¬ 
plomatique capacity be had known the unfortunate King ; he was 
a man of talents, of virtue, and a Monarch that alvi ays wiflicJ to 
promote the happinefs c)f his people. His pn>fpccls, though as 
bright as any that favoured any Sovereign, it was true, were blaft- 
cd, by the intcrlcn nee of the neighbouring Powers, which was a 
ctrcuml^nce he w ould not attempt to juftify. But he did not 
deem it either jxditie orneceffary for Great Britain, in confcqucncc 
of fuch circumfianocs, todiffolve Its connctlion with Ruffia. She 
was a formidable ally, and W'Ould, he had no doubt, fit out an ar¬ 
mament at our command, and I'tich as mufi: be of material advan¬ 
tage to the Confederacy. His l.,onl!]iip contended that Lord Hood 
a£Vcd right w-ath rcfpc;cV to the 'I’oulonefc, and that offering them 
theconrtitLition they required, modified agreeable to tlic fulil’cqucnt 
difpofirions of the people, wms found jiolicy. He defended tl.e con- 
du<ft of Minillry with relpetl to neutral Powers, as during the fev:n 
years w’arit was always deemed by the late I^ord Chathatn a ’ io- 
lation of the neutrality of neutral nations to export graiti to the 
country of the enemy. He then took notice of all^i.hc trer.ties that 
had been entered into l etwcen this countr^‘« gi tl^, dilMreiit Powets, 
and approved of them all. He thought that ^ with the King of 
Sardinia was an extremely wife mcafnre on the part of Great Britain, 
and tliat W’c ought to infill on the relloration o' Savoy to the King of 
Sardinia at any price it might cofl us, becaufc he conlidercd Savoy 
as the key to Italy. And as to a form of Government of France, 
he thought there was a filent wifli prevalent in this country that it 
Ihould be A Monarchy ; and he was decidedly of opinion, that if a 
civil war broke out in France, and there was a profpcdl of its being 
formidable, we could hardly at any price pumhafe too dear the 
cflablilhmcnt of Louis the Seventeenth on that throne. Having 
given his opinion on the right of neutral Potvers, and having denied 
the juftice of an armed neutrality, he concluded with obferving, 
that the great obje^il; of this war was the dcftru£lion of the prefent 
.tyranny of France, and the annihilation of the Jacobin fadion. It 
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was an objctft that muB: be acc(Ma!i{^inied before any tHttereould be 
redored to Europe—-an objtd as great and glorious as any that ever 
called for the united edhrts of mankind. 

' The Marquis of LANSDOWNE fupported the rmdon moft 
ftr^uoufly, as tending to flop the torrent of alliances thut feemed 
at ^efent to confound all ideas of di(Hni5lion in diplomatic conven¬ 
tions al|d agreements. We had fo blended fubfidiary witli political 
trcaties,^iac it was hardly p(<{)ible now to know the one from the 
othor of them. He condemned as prf>fufc, extravagant, and fhame- 
ful, our fubfidiar)' treaties ; he thought the treaty with the King of 
Sardinia was of this defeription, as v eil as many of our German 
and other Continental engagemenfs, in which there was nmhing tt> 
be feen but the moft fhamet'ul inequality. He alledged that there 
were nootlicr people this day upon earth like the people of England ; 
they had fuiK icd thcmfclvcs to be lullc<l to deep, and nothing but 
this their tor|»r and ihipidity would have cir.iblcil Minift»'rs to pro¬ 
ceed as thev Ind done in the prefent war. Englinimcn, who were 
free, and cxfMjfed to none of the internal inconveniences to which 
many of its allies were fubjiad, wen; to be put on a footing witli, 
nay, to fubfidi/,c and pa\ taxes for, thofc whofe blotxl was fold, let 
out to hhc, and hacknied for the fcrvice of their Sovereigns ! He 
expreffed much apprchcniion that, when taxes came to be heaped 
upon raxes u]x)n the people of England, lethargic as they were at 
prefent, they miglif avakc \ and the confequcnccs he would prefume 
to foret'd. Part (if what he had already feared, ae.ul dated to be 
\ie confequence of negativing las inutii.-n the oil\er day for peace, 
turned into a fad. He was alarmed at what might be the cf- 
fdd of the next campaign by h)oking at llic paft ; Poland had al¬ 
ready jjeen dividctl, and now a rupture was undcrfloc.d as certain 
Vo take pl^jpkjR^xeii^<rflla and the Porte; and if wc were, for 
the faEc of CTul^ig liic Erench, to enter into a treaty with the 
Emprefs, to proctc her friendfhip for that good comnwn caufe, to 
guarantee to her ai¥ poifeflions of tite Turks, there was no doubt 
but that juft Prlnci.% would lx: pumdual and faithful tolwr engage¬ 
ments ; and when lh«' noble Lord on tlic crofs bench (Lord Hawkef- 
buiyf) ftiould publilh his fecond edition on the 1/iw of Nations, he 
advifed him to dedieuie it to the Einprtfs of RulTia. He drought he 
faw a very humorous variety in the Minifters of this country.—* By 
their language it wouUi feem as if w'e (hould look at one another in 
tills country with diftrull and jealoufy, fur that the country was 
ready to burft into int’utrecdion. By their eonducl it would appear 
that we were perfcclly fafe, for they were day after day fending off 
to other kingdoms the wliole wealth and illength of this nation,— 
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He thought the modon in every part of it tended to check all thefe 
improper pra^iccs, and to contain the mod important truth in 
•very fentence of it; and thcrcfiwc it had his alfcnt. 

The Duke of LEEDS took notice of fcvcral of the obfervadons 
of the noble Marquis, in which he had not the honour to agree whH 
him. He faid, the noble Marquis had in one part of his fp/ ech 
reprefented the people of this country tame, ignorant, antii-Corpid, 
under taxation ; and in another part had Infiiiuated that it would 
be dangerous to lay on them any more burdens, for the purpofc of 
paying fubfidics to the allied Powers. He was therefore at a lofs 
how m reconcile this contradiedion. His Grace appmved of all the 
treaties now before their Lonlfliips, inafmuch as it was wife to en¬ 
gage as many Powers as we could in the confederacy againft France, 
as we could thereby more efficacioufly divide the force of the ene¬ 
my. He looked at one of them with regret—-not that he blamed 
Mii)iders, for they, he was perfuadrd, were not in fault ; but he 
could not help looking at one treaty with regret—he meant that 
with regard to the Emprefs of Ruflia. He was pcrhiadcd that flic 
had the power, and might, if flic thought lit, have vcaJily cxccufed 
it, of preventing Denmark fmrn fupplying b'rance. On the points 
in which he could view thefubjt*'!, the motion appeared to him to 
be extremely improper, and thtreforc lie mull: give it his negative. 

The Houfe divided: 

For the motion, Contents, 8 

Proxv, I 

— 9 

Non Contents - 71 

Proxies - 25 

.96 

Wednejda^, \<)th March^ to Fridayf 1 ifKncitifiv:, 

No public bufinefs. ^ 

Mmdayf 24th March. ^ 

The MarquLs CORNV/ALLIS took the oaths and his feat, to 
which he was intnxluccd by the Marquis of Stafford and the Mar¬ 
quis Townfend. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR then read to the Marquis the vote 
qf thanks of the Ifoufe of Peers, for the eminent and meritorious 
fervices which tliat nobleman had rendered to his country in India, 
as follows: 

“ The Lords, by an unanimous vote of the 17 th December 
1792, have ordered, 
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** That the tlunki of t^ls Hoolh be ^ven to iDb 'Mai^s 
** wallis, fiir hia diflinguilhed- military fervices in India, and ibr 
** the termination of the war in that country, by an advantaggeous 
*Vand honourable peace; and that the Lord Speaker of this Houfe 
give his Lorddiip the fame, when his Lordfhip is in his place 
** Hj^his Houfe.’* 

* *iihcn it devolve 


hen it devolved upon me to communicate this order to your 
Lorddii^l felt a jull P^Hcitnde to examine on what occafions, and 
in whit nnnncr, that duty hid formerly been difeharged. 

“ The firrt inflanec which the Journals of the Houfe afllird, U 
of an illullrloits Commander, whofc ftequent victories in the early 
pirt of this century had received in this place repeated thanks; and 
particularly inilitax^'^ fer\ ices have fince obtained the fame didindlion. 

** The order which it is my part to execute, has a larger extent 
thin any foimer precedent. Your Lordlhip’s ftrviccs have marked 
for public gratitutlc, aiflions of an Wghcr order than the fplcndour 
of a xitlory or tlic fiicccfsful oindudl of a campaign; and the thanks 
of the Houfe have diilingullhcd the jufdce, humanity, and moderx- 
tion with which you have improved violory for the purptfeof c(lab.> 
iidiMig peace on fuch terms as demonftratc to the world tJiat Great 
liiitain iliictfls the force of her arms to no other objc<Sl but indem¬ 
nity and ftcuriry to heifclf and litr allies. 

** Si deliiablc a cunelulion of war was the natural and almoft 


nccelfity itlult of the preparation your Lordfliip hid made for it: 
nci: mercls b\ a fupply of all articles of immediate exigence for mi- 
» 11. vy ftrvioe, but by the uniform tenor of a wife and beneficent 
Ad\ ni'iration, which uniting the ancClions of thofc who were fub- 
jeel §) it, andthcconfidcnceofthe neighbouring powers of Hindoftan, 
had infpired them with a firm reliance on the mild protecting influ¬ 
ence of the l}jjiti.\ Goyep .neni, and a full aifurance that fuccefs 
vy’nlThuTfia that’ p**- .nich you conduced. 

“ 'File date of tlicWdcr by which alone I am authorifed now to 
’ addrefs your Loidfliij i precludes the confidcratlon of fubfequent 
ferdees, which arc frcilf in the memory of every one; but I may 
be allowed to exprefs the firm perfuafion I feel, that the precedent 
of lepeatcd thanks which difiinguifhcd the beginning of this century 
will be renewed in theclofe of it; and that the debt of public gra¬ 
titude to your Lordfliip will continue, ftill payir^, ftill tt> owe.’* 


To whicli his Lordfliip replied, 

** My Lords, 

** The honourable teflimony of your Lordfhips* unanimous^ voice 
that my conduft has merited the efleem of my countrymen, and 
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Imi frrniotcd the honour and interefts of Britain, is a circumibnce 
[ib hi^ty gratifying to my feelings, ,that whilft I live I (hall reflect 
upon it arith a degree of iatisfadiion that it is not cafy for me to cx« 

** It has likewife afforded me great pleafurc, that your Lordd^ps 
have declared your approbation of the fcrvicOT of my worthy ga?*hnt 
friends Sir William Medows and Sir Robert Abcrcromby, hd of 
the officers and foldiers who were employed under my ^mmand 
during the late war m India; as it wis by their meritorious and 
unwearied exertions that I was enabled to bring the conccR to fo 
honourable and advantageous a termination. 

“ I am truly fcnllblc of the oblighig an! flittering manner in 
which the favourable fentimonts of the H )ufe were c )mmunicarcd 
to me, and I rcqucil that tlic noble Lord will accept my waimcll 
acknowledgments.” 

^nefdayt 2^tb 


Lord GRENVILLE brought down a mcffigc fiom His Ma- 
Jefty, the fubflance of w'liich is .is f/>llow'«: 

** That Ills Majeflv tliouglit pn'pcr to ncquaint the lloufe of 
Lords, that, fur the purpole of more tfll<Jlu.iIIy giurding againft 
the attempts of the enemy to t'ci-utc their projc«fled difign of in¬ 
vading the kingdom, he had auctmented his Irtivl tore'ts, cerrain 
numbers of which he was to alfeMnblc fpecUily in difllrcnt parts of 
the kingdom, where it ra.iy be nccoffaiy ; and he rtliis on the cor¬ 
dial fupport of his Parliament, .ind the zcaX ind alfeetion of b 
people, that they will eo- )peiatc witli him in fudi mcafuies as luy 
be ncceflTary for the general fe'cuiit). 

The noble I^rd move*d, that tlicir Tairdfliip: be fumtnoned to 
take the fame int</ C(»nfidcTation to-morrow'. Onl 'red. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE fuui^//ih.is 'ei**ic.'V>n 
made by His Majcfly v/ould make it unne'cel' ry for him to tronlu* 
their Lordfhips at any length on the fubjeef jf which he had given ' 
notice. He rejoiced that noble Lords ha/ evidently chingcd their 
opinion on the fubjedt nnee he gave notice, he lliould therefore 
(imply move, “ 'Pliat an humble addrefs be prcfcnicd to Hrs Ma- 
jerty, praying that’hc will be gracioufly plcafed to give dirciSlions 
** that there be laid before this Houfe a copy of the letter, dated 
“ Whitehall, the 14th of March, to the Lords Lieutenants of fc- 
“ verol countries, together with all plans and other proceedings 
’ “ propufed thereon.” 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, he had no objciSlion to the papers ; 
but the noble Earl had made ufc of the word plan, which lie thought 
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was an impnper term to be ufed. It was agreed to alter the phrai^ 

other inclofures,”«-~and in this (hape it pafled nemine contra*, 
<iic\nte. 

i^^rl STANHOPE faid, that an obfervation made by a noble' 
PeerV</l week, That if it w'cre polTiblc to engage any conlider- 
“ able^^^mber of Frenchmen to cKcite an infurfc< 5 lian, or rebel- 
" lion in France aguinft the National Convention, that no pofliblc 
** cxpcncc which it could cofl this country ought to be fpared j and 
** that it was a mcafurc which ought to be adopted by the BritiOl 

Government,”—ftruck him as an obfeivation fo abhorrent to all 
true policy, to genuine religion, and even to common humanity'— 
fo contrary to the principles of civilixed war, and fo outrageous to 
all the feelings that ought to govern the condu^l of a people, that 
he thought it his duty to vindicate the chara«Slcr of the nation from 
the horror of the fentiment, and to difclaim it by a folcmn parlia¬ 
mentary adt. He, however, felt feme degree of gratitude to the 
noble avower of thefe principles, as far as gratitude could be felt 
fi>r cxplicitncfs, becaufo it brought the qiic(H«»n to iifuc, and a de- 
ciiion might be had between the two deferiptions of people in this 
country, namely, the friends of liberty and peace, and the fup- 
porters of the prefent horrid war. Holding it, however, in fuch 
abhorrence, ai\d to have it clearly defined upon what principles this 
war was to be carried on, he w as determined to bring it forward in 
’♦hat Houfe. He moved therefore, ** Thai their I-ordfliips be fum- 
i^ne<l to attend their duty \n that Houfe on Friday fc’nnight, vtfc. 
oil Friday the 4.th of April next. 

•The Earl tjf'MANSFIELD faid, that he did not difclaim the 
obligaftbn wiikh he had to tiie noble Earl, ft>r the notice which he 
^ioiK\>oy the manner in which he had made it, he 
did m>t know in lat fcalc of gratitude to place it. It was right, 
how'ever for the nc. -*16 Earl to avow his mode t)f proceeding j as he 
might w'irti to makb'^'ihat Affembly as like the National Convention 
as pofliblc: he was fiotlt of a temper and an age to be content with 
the form of pnxrccdings feitUd by their anceftors , but though the 
noble Earl had introduced his notice with fo little regard to parlia¬ 
mentary decorum, tt) order, an<i perhaps to decency, yet he was 
rcatly to acknowledge that lie had ufed the fentiment, if not precifely 
the words, alluded to by the noble Earl, and he pcrliftcd in them. 
He thought it juft and neceifary on fo extraordinary a norice, not to 
remain totally fllcnt, though nothing which had fallen from the 
noble Earl even demanded from him fo much as he had faid. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid,. that undoubtedly any noble Lord 
had the power to move their Lurdftiips to be fummoned ; but be 
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(u^n^itted to the Houfe, whether it was not a mod irregular and 
dll^rderly thing in the noble Earl, to found any parliamentary pro¬ 
ceeding on words fpoken in debate by any noble Peer on a forifpr 
day ? The order of that Houfe, which made it irregular for .^y 
Peer to take notice of the words of another Peer, was not..^i’ade 
without found reafon and ncceCTity; and if this held goerj, how 
much more fo did it apply to a motion upon words ? '*1 he noblp 
Earl had with becoming dignity acknowledged the words and fen- 
timent, a fentiment to which he was furprifed that any one Ihould 
objed. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, that he could not avoid 
pking notice of the extraordinary obfervation of the noble Secretary 
o£ State. Without giving any opinion whatever on the motion of 
the noble Earl, he mull fay, it was a curious thing to hiiit even an 
objedion to a motion, bccaufc fome noble Lord had »»n a former 
day made an alfcrtion contradicloiy to fueh motion. Did the noble 
Lord foiget that an aflertion of an individual had, durin.g the Re¬ 
gency, been made the ground not merely of a motion, but of a par¬ 
liamentary ad, for which the two Houfts had been called upon to 
flop all the courfe of the prm'ccdings in which they v.crc engaged ; 
and that tliis had been done by a rlglit honouralrlc perfon with whom 
the noble Lord was mod intimately conneded ? It would be a 
mod curious and a mod. extraordiiiary proceeding, if any motion in 
that Houfe could either be doj ped or prevented, on account of fome 
adertton that had been made on a former day by any Loyd. j. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, he w'as adonilhed at the manner n 


which his noble relation had taken up his notice he furcly wus 
not fo ignorant of the orders of the Houfe, as not to know ^’'at he, 
could not allude to fpccific words ufed by ai.^^ noble,,but br:%* 
did his honourable relation know that he mciik- ^.'allude to him f 
He faid that certain words were ufed by a noble/Larl, the meaning 
and purport of which he deteded and abhorred ?^and he had moved 
their I.ordfhips on a particular day, whpn he inould fubmit a pro- 



polition to tlicir Lorddiips of a nature which he thought pflcntial to 


our wejil-being, and to our charaider as a people. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, the noble Earl had certainly made 


an allufion to certain words ufed by a noble Earl on a former day, 


as^e foundation of his motion, in a diforderly way. 

'The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, that certainly every noble 
Xed^d had a right to move their Lordihips to attend on any particu¬ 
lar day ; it was the duty of Lords to attend on every day the Par¬ 
liament fat, and the fummons only implied to remind them of that 
k was alfo conuiwn, althou^i, to be furc,. not fo 
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under order, that, when any noble Lord did exciclfc thatrlgltf, ‘to 
^vc fomc intimation of the nature of the bulinefs he intended to 
bisng forward, bid which the noble Earl on this occalion had cer* 
ta^*»ly omitted, and therefore, although diforderly, the little debate 
whiblt: had taken place would be of fomc ufe, as by that means their 
LordHRiis had obtained foine fmall degree of infight into it, and 
would therefore be the better enabled to prepare themfelvcs to decide 
upon it. 

Karl STANHOPE contended he had not deviated from any 
order of that Houfc, and he would inform his noble relation, that 
the order was again ft alluding to word.*; fjxjkcn by any noble Lord 
by name, with a view to cenfure him for them. Now he had not 
done fo ; it was not the words, hut the principle, he ohjefled to, 
and vildcli he intended to bring under difcufilon. He allb knew he 
wa.s not bound to give any farther notice with rcfpc^lto hts motion, 
(which the noble Secretary of State might as well have heard before 
he lud undertaken to condemn avith fo much violence), yet, to oblige 
the learned I.ord on the woolfack, who feemed to have a wifli for 
fomc knowlaJgc of the fubjevil, he would inform him, that he in¬ 
tended to introduce a bill, for the purpofe of getting it an acl of 
Parliatucnt, to prohibit His Majefty’s Minifters and all others from' 
interfering with tlie intcmnl affairs of France, either by bribing 
them to infurri i^ions, or dilating as to their form of (jovernment ; 
*>nd fo much hc^’Tor and deteftation had he of this crime, that h(? 
in)bnd.'.\l to propofc the cuminiftiun of it to be felony, without the 


\ 


berldit of clergy. 

The queftion for fummonlng the lloufc on Friday, the 4th of 
April, ^as-then put and ordered. 

OPS ’then faid, he ftiould trouble thent with 
anf»thcr motion, no. intending to divide the Honfc ujxjn it, but to’ 
have it on the journa- >; this was, tlvit the Lord Chancellor lie di- 
rciled to write to cvo,v» noble Peer, defiring him to attend his duty 
on that day. This he rceoUcclcd had been done not long fiiice, and 
he wiflicd it adopted on the prefent oceallon. 

This was put and negatived. 

pFt'dncfdciy, March. 


Lord GRENVILLE laitl the papers moved for yefterday upon 
the table ; the titles of them being read, his Lordfhip moved, 
** That His Majefty’s meft'age might be read.” He then faid, that 
being convinced there could be but one opinion in the Houfe upon 
the fubjedfof the melfage, and that they were all inclined to give 
every polTible itnd fupport to His Majefty, upon the prefent oc- 
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tiApn, to csiTTy on a juft and ncccfliiry war, he would, MMthout 
ll^hcr preface, move, “ That an humble addrefs be prefented to 
H» Majefty, thanking His Majeftv for his communication given {fa 
them by his mcftkgc, and afluring I lls Majefty that they wcr<yr&- 
itrous to give him every pofiTible aid in cariy'ing on the juft a'*.u'nc- 
ceffery war in which he was eng-iged.” ^ ' 

■ lie liarl of LAUDERDALE faid, he did not rife for the pur- 
pofe of t^pofing the addrefs, though he could have v ifticd that it 
had been worded in fuch a manner as to have produced that unani¬ 
mity in the Houfe which he always wifticd to fee upon fuch occa- 
fions: the words he objetied to were, “ juft and neceffary Mar.” 
In tlw yneirage of yofterday there was nothing that made thefe words 
neceftary in the addrefs; and conlidering that every no’de Lord in 
diat Houfe was inclined to give every poftiblc ai<l to His Majefty, 
that tile cmcrgenc)' required, he was furprifed that Minifters could 
Introduce ivords that provoked obfcrvaiions, which would never 
have been made Jiad tiicv been left out of the adilrcfs. He never 

4 

would have hinted any fort opp)ftfion on the fubjec'f as he had 
done on a former day, if he ivid known that the mclfage was to be 
worded as he now found it, hconufc, wlicn he confidcred w'hat hail 
formerly been fiid, he underftood, that the meftligc was to alk their 
Lordfhip’s ap|)robation to the plan of augmenting the land forces, 
in a manner that ivas equally new and unconftitutional; w'hercas, 
if the fenfe of it, and the words on which that fenfc was cxprcflal- ' 
only ftated, tliat in confcqucnce of an cxpc(ftcd attack anil invaft^m 
from the enemy upon this country. His Majefty had thought it 'le- 
cefTary to augment his land forces, and called upm. that Houfe for 
their aid, it was an aid, that he was fure under fuph cirourriftanoc/i 
evciy man in the country would be ready TfA irf 

tliis much, and only wUhing for the fake of i^ianimity that thefe ‘ 
words had not been introduced into the addrdJ', it was not his in¬ 
tention to fay more upon it. But with regatJ to the papers on the 
Isble he had a very different opinion; and as he conci'ived them to 
be of a nature pcrfeifdy unprecedented and illegal, in fo far as they 
w^t to give powers to the Crown w'hich had never been given, and 
were always looked after in the moft jealous manner : J Ic meant 
grant to raife an armrtl force witliin tKc kingdom, and to allow 
..fobferiprions to be appropriatal by the Executive Government, and 
' at its difpofal. He thought that as far as'conccrncd the external 
fafety of the country, Minifters were doing right by taking every ftep 
to ftrengrhen tfic country agaihft the dreaded attack from the enemy, 
although lie could not allow them any credit for the conduiSl they 
I,, urfued, and w'hich had brought the country into fuch a fttua* 
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tion as they now found it to bs. Had he or any of his fHends faft 
year predided die probability of fuch an emei^ency, they would have , 
been told that their minds were fo dUlortcd and their heads deranged 
hy French principles and French connedtions, that they were talkli^ 
if" the mod wild and extravagant manner. At that time, after all 
tli' alarm that they had been able to create, it had been faid that 
twc?'l?ioufand men font over from this country had fccurcd Hdlandt 
deftroyv^ the greater part of thofe mifereants, ami would (bon anni¬ 
hilate die red ; and now hen all thefe chimerical d'ars aic (couted 
even by thofe who prapagated them laft year, Miiiidcrs found k 
nccelTaiy to call tor the ftrongeft fupport that die country could give, 
while tlicy boarted at the fame time of the great fucccdcs and advan¬ 
tages we had obt.iincd, as much as to prove that the principal alarms 
of lad year hail jIk come real now. Under thefe imprefltiins, and 
with the opinions which he had given of the papers on the tabh^ 
which, though never regularly before Parliament, had been publicly 
know’n, canv.ilTcd at count)’ meetings, and comments m vie upon 
tlicm in \arious ways, he thought if his duty to give notice, that 
on FiiJay next he would make a motion upon that fuhjcCt; and 
ihersture moved that the Lords (liould be funimoned. 

Viscount SYDNLY conceived it rather lingular, that when 
Parliament had voted their fupix)rt to the prefent jud and nccell'afy 
war, any noble I^ord (lu»uM dand up in his place and defire tltc 
Iloufe to undo tint which they had fo immediately done. It almolt 
appeared as if a certain dcfcrlption of men made it a rule to ol^tSl 
to every mcifure w'hicli would drengthen th.i« c.-antry againd its 
lUowed enem;, and that in doing this they cxccvdcd the boumls vi 
twat reafoa by which they had in Parliament pledged thcmfelvo to 
Iwpport the war. Were the majority, the great nujorit) of Pariia- 
nienty tofuhmit to the dictates of fo vciy (mall a minority, and In 
- .tojfhei-.own fentiments fay. We will not call tlic pre¬ 

fent war a Jult l, a a ncceir*uy one, after we have already, in the 
mod (blcmii mam '^r, decided it to he fo ? I hc idea was a lidiculv 
upon common fen and coiAd <mly proceed from a mind deter¬ 
mined to find fault with every propoiition wlvichhad tlic appearance 
of doing a benefit to this country. 

' The Earl of DERBY faiil he rofc merely in confequence of what 
had (alien frr)tn the lad fpeaker, w'ho feemed to think rlut thole no¬ 
ble Lords who thought, as he did, that Htis was at\ improper, ua- 
nccelfary, unjud, and dedru^tive war, had no right to fay fo in that 
Houfc, or tell it to the country at large, who were the fulfcrers, al¬ 
though they were as zealous, deady, and real friends to their King 
and country as any defciiptlon of men whatever. In the cafe of any 
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any fears about, he was perfe^y fure that there was none in 
Houfe, or out of it» that woUM fheW more attachment to the 
Ihcerefls of their country, or make greater exertions for its internal 
defence than tb^ would, ht>wevcr much they muft reprobate pe 
conduiSl wliich had brou^t it into a perilous iituation< He tht^ht 
the noble Vifcount had accufed his noble friend of oppohn^^ierely 
from party motives, in a veiy unbecoming and unwarrant^ile man¬ 
ner, even if he proceeded upon miftake ; but from his manner he 
was rather inclined to think it was a willing milbikc. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, the noble Lord (Sydney) 
mull have forgot the fentiments which a< 51 uated liim, when he was 
in oppofition.^if he alTcrted that a fixed oppofition to Minifters always 
difiinguilhed oppofition. What had been prophefied had now come 
to pofs, which was manifefied by the predicament in which the coun¬ 
try was at prefent. During the lull fcfiion their Lordlhips were af- 
fured that 2000 men fent into Holland would render Franco an cafy 
Gonqucll \ but if any man had then prodit^ed that the war would 
have given rife to the prefent mcafurc, he would have been fiigma- 
dfed as a Jacobine, and a man whofc head and heart were devoted 
to French connedlions. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, i/vhen the noble Earl brouglit forward 
hb motion he would be ready to hear the arguments in fiipport of 
if, and to deliver the fame opinion upon the papers alluded to that 
hei bad been prepared to do that day. He confidered the meafure 
to be warranted and fupported bylaw, by precedent, and authority,.. ‘ 
as well as found policy and expedience, which he would ftate to thb 
Houfe whenever the difeuflTion ttK)k place. With regard to tiic 
words juft and ncceflary war, he Ihould be extremely forry ever to 
concede or compromife matters fo fiir with thofe who had oppofed 
the meafures of Government, and the whol^':ond'iyS^f^*e 
as to obtain their unanimity upon any proper anlSy.iCCcirary fiep, by 
fuch a facrifice to their opinions, as relinquillmg thofe which he 
had and would continue to hold on the cxpedi^i'oy, the jufticc, and 
the neccffity of the war. As to the difference of circumffances be¬ 
tween laff year and now, he was particularly proud and happy to 
rcffcdl upon what had happened, upon the very fame grounds that 
the noble Earl had contraffed them. At that time he had faid, 
that a fimali number of Britiih troops, under tlic command of a Bri- 
tifli Prince, had the efFc 61 under thefe circumftanccs, not only to 
lave Holland, but materially to repel the pmgrefs of the enemy; 
and as to his predi^ion about the deffnuftionof thofe who were then 
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in power in France, what had happened within die recolleiStion or 
every body, w'ould ferve as his anfwer. 

; Vifeount SYDNEY explained, and judified himfelf from any 
willing midake in cenfuring the arguments of tlic noble Earl. 

'I'ljc Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, it was rather drangc that 
the nolVi^ Lord who thought the expreffion, jud and ncccflaiy war> 
fo clTentiai in the addrefs, ihould have approved of the medage, in 
which there were no fiich wonls, 

'Flic Earl of GUILDFORD agreed perfe«dly with his noble 
friends in what they had faid refpetding the right which every noble 
Lord had to obje<d to the words of the addrefs, however willing 
th.cy might be to agree to the general purport of it. He noticed 
V liat had been faid about unanimity, which feemed to be defpifed in 
tliat Houfe by d)me noble Lords, very improperly in his opinion, 
becaufc in all queftions of the fame nature and importance as the 
prefent, he confiiU rcd that unanimity was a very effential point. 
Since he had been in the habits of differing from thtifc who were in 
Ills M.ijcdy’s Councils, he had fcvcral times found it his duty to 
fupport their mcafures, particularly in the two cafes of the Dutch 
war and the Spanifh war, but that was no rcafon why he Ihould 
agree to words in an ad<irefs, which were directly and confeienti* 
oufly the reverfe of liis opirtion on the prefent war, aliliough as far 
as regarded tlic fafety of this country from any attack, or invafion, 
VO man would be more adtivc in fupport of its defence. He then 
rejTicd to the inconliftent arguments of the noble Secretary of State, 
wlu. gloried fo much in the liitTerencc between the lltuation of the 
country laff year and now : then it was faid to be in ten limes more 
danger,*10(1 His Majefty's Miniffers had taken no Hep whatever for 
its defeneys t, ni-w Ihat he difTeitULC was fo great and advantageous 
as to give the noble Lord fo much pride aud happinefs, they were 
forced to come to Pai ’ament and appeal to the country for aiViffanee, 
on account of the dang vs to be apprehended from the tlireatcncd at¬ 
tack or invafion of tlic en<’my. 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND faid a few words on the jufticc 
and ncccifity of the war ; and as far as he was acquainted with the 
fentiments of the country, the people were anxious and only waited 
the fancVion of Parliament to rife in its defence ^ if this was done, 
the manufadurers and lower clalfcs would fuffer the moR, and 
therefore it became the nobility and the rich to contribute to the ex- 
pence. There never could be but one rcafon againft it, and that 
was by keeping a great ftrength at honrve we might weaken our power 
abroad, which, he hopt'd would not be the cafe, for that would be 
like keeping a great force within a garrifon that was to bt attacked. 
Vox,. XXXVHI. A a 



iSp PARLIAMENTARY A. 1794* 

ment, fuch as originated with Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Richmond, 
at the Thatched Houfc, they were vilified as Jacobins and Levellers; 
—But they could ncm* retort that language, and fay, that the hete¬ 
rogenous plans propofed by His Majc%’s Minifiers, appeared as if 
they originated with Danton and his alTociates, for they were ina¬ 
dequate to any good purpufu; and partook of all that confufion which 
had diftinguiftied the proceedings of the requifilions of France. He 
infifted that by this meafurc Minifiers gave the greatefi poffible tri¬ 
umph to the enemies of the country, as it expofed their w'eaknefs, 
and gave the people an opportunity of manifefting their oppolition to 
the war, and demonftrating the unpopularity of Adminifiration, 
which had been the confequence in move inflances than one. This 
augmentation of the army, without the conf.*nt of Parliament, was 
not only unconfiitutiunal, but it added confiderably to the influence 
of the Crown, and every extenfion of the prerogative of the Execu¬ 
tive Power, threatened the remaining libi rties of the country. It 
W'as too much, he faid, in the fame fefnon, to have to combat doc¬ 
trines, inimical in tlie extreme, to the fjnrit of tlic Conftitution, 
fuch as the raifing money and forces, and landing foreign troops 
without the previous confent of Parliament. His Lorillhip obferved, 
that in the laft centiir)', Parliament, v\ ith rcfpcdl to the prefent mca- 
fure, evinced extreme jcaloufy, and llicwccl a flrong opjwfiiion to 
any encroachment on its privileges. Having fcarehed into hifior)', 
there was nothing like the prefent meafurc to lie found, except in 
the very worll of times. The precedents on the otlicr hand were 
many, that (hewed the extreme jcaloufy which Parliament had ever 
held on the two points in conlideration—the levying of money, and 
the keeping up an armed force within the kingdom illegally, .and 
without the confent of Parliament. He read the opinion of my 
Lord Coke, quoted the different acls from the time of Richard III. 
to the 13th Charles II. and read fomc of Mr. Hajgravc’s notes, 
all of which went direclly againfl benevolences or private aids of 
any defeription for public purpofes, and at the difpofal of tlic Ey.e- 
cutivc Government. He then confirmed his arguments by the Bill 
of Rights, which exprefsly ftated the illegality of fuch meafurcs.— 
He obferved, that fomc noble Lords were very eager in calling out 
hear him^ hear him ! when that fort of notice was taken of any 
thing faid, it v^’as generally fuppofed that thofc who did fo, had it 
in their power to found fomc aigumcnt in reply to the perfop fpeak- 
ing, but he could not imagine that any thing different frotp what 
he had inferred and flatcd could be made out from thofe ftatutes. 
So (Irongly did he fee the illegality of the proceeding, that nothing 
which Minillers could do fubfcqucntly, to Ic^Iifc the mcafure 





DEBATES. 


A. 1794. 


iSr 


could make him think they were to be jui^iBed In what they had 
done. He infiBcd that this mcafurc and others lately attempted, 
tended to incrcafc the influence of tlic Crown, and to diminiflt the 
privileges of Parliament and of tlic ptx)ple—an influence which had 
alrt^ndy grown to fuch extent, that it had been on a former occafion 
thought nccclTarj^ by a character of the firft eminence, and agreed 
to by the Houfc of Commons to come to a rcfolution, that the in¬ 
fluence of the Crown had inorcafed—w’as incrcafing—and ought to 
be diminiflicd i and this doctrine was fupp>itcd upon the reafoning 
of one of the grcatcll authorities he could inenriun—Judge Black- 
flonc. That this influence ihould be fo alarming at that time, was 
a ferious confideratioii for their Lord Blips in the prefent moment of 
war, and the prefent war in jxirticular tended to inereafe the influ¬ 
ence of the Cnnvn, the great patronage of the naval and military 
appointments, and the ntiiriber of places and commilfions necclTary 
oiilv in time of war, adiled in no finall degree to that inflaence. 
With regard to the coinmunicatiiins between Miniflers and the dif¬ 
ferent counties, who was there that could aflinn there were no pri¬ 
vate coninmnications \ that tliere were no inftructions given to any 
Lord Lieutenants to Iiold out to tliofe whom thev wiflicJ to fob- 
feribe, that their fervices would be. ronicmberctl ? A.id having fa¬ 
milies, ct^nnedions, and vaiious \iews of intereft and uonendence, 
ntvhoily could fay that iliis did not produce a ooniideraMe degree of 
influence. As to whatexer anfners came to thefe minilleiial com- 
municarions, he would therefore fay, that they did not contain the 
real and genuine fentiments of the people, but proceeded from a 
lyftcm of cornipiiou which could not be avowal. Ecndcs, this 
power of •influen'e cxilled in ail times of war; in the pnfent war 
it had been eonfpieuoufiy evinced, that Minifters held an extraordi¬ 
nary power puniihinent for all thofe wlio difapproved of their 
meafures. Evc.y one who fpoke, wrote, or fignificd in any way 
his dif.ipprobation of their eondud, was branded with tlic tiamc of 
Jacobin, rebel, traitor, and every term of opprobrium that could 
lie iiivented. He wa.. e'crtainiy juBiiiablc in his rcniaik, when it 
was notorious and avowed that newfpapcrs were paid by Govern¬ 
ment, w'liofc foie purpofc feemed to be to \ilify, calumniate, and 
traduce thofe who were in opjiofiiion to Adminiliration ; and fome 
of them had gone the length of impudently inlinuating, that there 
were men of chara^ler and c<mfe'e|uenec in this country, in the pay 
of France. He faw with regret upon many late occafions, that great 
talents were ufed in a very improper manner, in his mind, to defend 
mcafurcs hafiily and imprudently entered into, that could not, or 
would not, have been defended, liad tlic fatne quelVioxis bce.’a agt- 
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tatcd before the dreurriftanees tf)ok place. He came then to the 
precedentsthere were various ways of railing forces, but there 
were only four tnlianccs that he believed would be even mentioned 
that night, thefe were in 1746, 1759, 1778, and 1782. In 
the cafe of 1746, he quoted Lord HardN^icke's opinion on the il- 
l^lity of levying men or money from the people, without confent 
of Parliament. He likewife ftated the ncccflity and emergency of 
the time, coniiderations whicli did not at all apply at prefent; no 
more did that of 1759, but in thefe inrtanccs, there had been an 
antecedent communication to Parliament. He would not allow 
wliat happened in 1778, to be a precedent, and quoted I^rd Cha¬ 
tham’s opinion and condu£i at that time. In 1782, the only rca- 
f«n why there was no previous communication, w'as, that it was 
impradticablc. He ftated this to be qxiite a new and unheard-of 
force in Great Britain, which thefe letters rccommeivled, and begged 
leave to call their I^rdfoips’ attention to that only legal and con- 
ftitutional force within the king«lr)m, wliich had been fo often 
praifed, and fpoken of in the tnoft rcfp'‘6lable terms—the Militia. 
This known, cftablilhed, and regular force, cannot be called out, 
es'cn in any cmcigencj% without calling Parliament together in 14 
days after; and yet if the meafurc in (jueftion is to be pronounced 
I^al, this new fort of force for internal defence may be called upon 
whenever it may fuit Minifters or the Secretary of State. A force 
fo indefinite in its nature, that nobody knew a name for it; it was , 
one thmg in this county, and another in that. At every different 
meeting, different opinions were ftarted ;—in the county of Edin¬ 
burgh, one gentleman had come forw'ard and faid, it was their bu- 
(inefs to fupport the Government and Conftitution of fhe country, 
but hot by railing foldicrs: the navy had always been the defence 
of England, and therefore he projxjfed that they fhould fubferibe for 
building fhijrs or manning the navy. Others again might be better 
^eafed with titc mode of defending the coaft by fortifications, on 
which fuch enormous Aims had been already expended, and might 
fubferibe their money for that purpofe. It would feem that Mini- 
Ifcrs might accept or refufe whatever fort of fubferiptions they 
thought proper, and apply the money in w'hatevcr way they pleafed ; 
but, in his opinion, all plans were equally illegal that had not the 
confont of Parliament. The w'hole fubjecl was in itfelf extremely 
Ample and plain, and the pra<Slicc of the Houle in all money bills 
was an illuftration of it; and, whillf from regard to the privileges 
of each Houfc of Parliament, neither branch of the I^gillature was 
allowed to go beyond its proper and afeertained limits; was it 1^1 
that the people fhould do that which no brandi of the Legiflature 
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eould do ? He infixed that there (hould be information always.g^vea 
to Parliament, before money could be levied from the people; and 
every loan nr aid of whatever satire, (hould be limited to a fpecifie 
fum. He contended that this method of ipcrcafing the internal fiaco 
of the country, was, even if legal, unfavourable to the idea ot 
keeping up that external force ugaintl France, which, upon the 
caufes of the war, as given laft year by Minifters, they muft think 
nccclfary j and he eould not help faying, that from an ofFcnfive war 
againft that country, appearances feemed to point out that we were 
now reduced to the nocenity of turning it into a defenlive vrar. 
Whether tiiis pnx:eeded from the real ftatc that the country was in, 
or the unfuccefsful attempts that we had made, he knew not; but 
this meafurc feemed to proceed moilly from a wiflt )that Minil^crs 
had to obtain from the people, by agreeing to this fubfeription, fuch 
an approbation of their mcafures as they could bring to*Parliament, 
as the opinion of the people at large ; anti in this grafp at popularity, 
by this rafh and unprecedented ftep, they had enrirely forgotten tlie 
Conftitution, and left it out of their light. Wiih regard to the 
opinion of the i^)et>plc, tlwt w’as fuihcicntly evinced by the reception' 
the naelTagc had niet witlr in iliiTerent parts of the country ; ii) 
Hertfordlhire the propofil had been refufed, and fo in Elfex. In 
Oxfbrdfl'.irc they had got rid of it by an empty compliment of their 
confidence in the Minillcr, a quarter from which he might have 
looked for more folid fupport. In Warwickfliire, thofe who had 
met had done w-hat he thought (hould afHird an example to the 
whole country -tliey had ct)mc to a refolution “ that they .would 
fupport Govermnent, ai;d defend the country to their utmoft, in any 
manner approved of, arid confented to^ by the King, Lords, and 
Commons, in Parliament afftinbled. ” He tfien noticed the pro¬ 
ceedings of the county of Surry, and particularly the advertifement, 
w’hich, befides calling a incctir.g to collect the oj)ini<m of the people, 
held forth fuch hints and infinuations, that they were little (hort of 
threats to all who did not agree to the purpofe far wliich it was cailcd. 
Thofe wlio did agree to fubferibe were to be rcek<aic.d friends to Gos- 
vernment, and thofe who dkl not were to be eoiifidcrpd as marked 
men. I'hey however came to <mc refolutitjn, wliicli wa? highly 
proper, and (cvcral noble Ix>rds prefent had concurred in it, and 
ligned it; he trufied he would have their fupport as to the illegality 
of this rcqpifition. 

In Scotland,- where meetings arc not managed with fomuch re¬ 
gularity, the matter liad been carricii farther. He had a letter^ 
which he read, from the ShcviiF of Lcrwicklhirc, (lating the pro¬ 
ceedings of a county meeting, where agreed to fubferibe accord^ 



PARLIAMENTARY A. 1794. 

ing to their landed property, but at the fame time thought they had 
no right to tax thofe who were abfent, without their confent, and 
therefore had written to all fuch proprietors, flaring what they had 
done from their love of the country and connitution, and afking for 
their concurrence. Now he, for one, did not approve of their 
condudl; and on this account, was it to be faid that he had Icfe 
love for the conflitution than thofe gentlemen ? This doSrine, of 
men bi ijig marked who were in oppolition to the meafurcs of Ad- 
miniflration, he faw carried to a greater length, and expreffed in 
plainer language, the farther he went from the capital. In flwrt, 
the prefent meafure was nothing but a forced IfKui—money extorted 
from the people, from an apprehenfion of the rilk that all thofe who 
Tcfufed it muft run of being repro.ichcd with every calumny that 
malice can Aiggeft. He recapitulated the magnitude of the queflion, 
which involved two moft important prints; firlt, the levying of 
money from the people—and nest, the keeping an armed force in 
the country without the confent cr fanflion of Parlirment. He ad- 
vifed Minifters to conlidcr that wlnt tluy had <ionc rafhly the)'' 
ought to revife coolly, and not obftinately refufe that redrefs to the 
country which their obllinicy .mJ blunders called fi>r. He warned 
them, if from that fame obftinacy they meant to carry on the war, 
with the melancholy profpeit now before them, not to depend upon 
the prefent meafure as a fuitablc rcfourcc or cxjiedicnt for that pur- 
pofe. Tliey might, from an acquiefcencc in this fubfeription, de¬ 
rive fomc apparent popularity to tfieir condu* 51 , but they ought to 
have the fate of France before their eyes ; let them recollect that 
the patriotic gifts (if that country, which they had cftccmed as a rc- 
fource for carr)'ing on the war, foon pnxluccd a forced loaia. He 
concluded by moving, “ 'Fhat It is a dangerous and uncon'ftitutional 
meafure, for the people of this country to grant to tlxe Executive 
Government any private aid, benevolence, or fubfeription, for 
public purpofes, Mithoui- the confent of Parliament.” 

Lord HAWKESBUK.Y denied the conehalion that the noble 
Earl had drawn from his premiH's, bccaule thofe premifes were not 
ertabliCicd. In die firft place hcfhould take upon him to fay, with 
the greateft confidence of the fail being incontrovertible, that die 
fuhjedls liad, at all times, in cafe of a war, a right voluntarily to 
come forward, and aid and afiTift, either |)crfonally or by money, the 
executive arm of Govornmout, in fupjiort of a war fancliuned by 
the vuicc of Parliament. Were the fubjccl not allowed to do this, 
his liberty would, indeed, be confined within natrow bounds. His 
Ixxrdlhip faid, he was rather furprifed, after all which had been faid 
this fuhjixrt in former deba^tes, that any rational man would 
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venture to come fortourdi and, under a pretence dfefeot&ig the 
conftitution from a violation of its letter, attempt to arrefr the ar* 
dour of the people from preferving its fpirit. He did not by thto 
mean to infinuatc that there could exifi the fmalleft attack on any 
of our moil valuable privileges by the meafure which feemed fo op> 
probrious to the noble Earl who made the motion. Government 
was only copying that very line of condu<Sl purfued by its predecef- 
fors for a long ferics of years, and which cundu<El had never been 
attended with the fmallcil injury to the conilitution. On tlie con¬ 
trary, it liad been the means of faving it. In refpcdl to wliat Ac 
noble Earl had advanced on the fubjccl, fo far as his argument 
went to rho years 1746, 1759, and 1782, the real and true dc- 
duclion made ;igain(l, and not for, his Lordihip’s argument.— 
'I'roops were then railed by individuals, and paid by them, for the 
common defence of the empire ; and he ever held, and would hold, 
that in times of rebellion, of infurrc<Slion, and of threatened inva^ 
lions. Government had a riglit to fet fuch a pra 61 icc in motion, fub- 
mitting the propriety of it in as fpi'cdy a -manner as polFible to Par¬ 
liament. He referred the noble Lord to the debates in 1782, 
wJien this meafure was inoft fully difeufled and deeided upon in fa¬ 
vour of its propriety by their Lordfhips, on a divifiun of 90 to 30 ; 
and if the noble Earl was honeftly and fairly to draw a diflindlion 
of principle between the enemy we lud then to contend witli, and 
the dreadful wretches againil whofe dcftruclivc principles wc were 
now' w'aging war, he j)erhaps would not be furprilcil at the very 
fmall minority that miifl, if he ventured to divide the Houfc, be on 
his fide o£ the queilion that night. 

The noble I..ord faid, the main purport of the queftion went to 
this pt)int: -Had a rich man, in i'upport of a war fan^Ioncd by 
Parliament, a right to give part of his fubftance to the fupport of 
tliat w';ir, in oixlcr to eafe the burdens of the poor, or had he nctf ? 
The noble EiurJ furely could not venture to fay, “ No, lie fliall 
not; every fubjctl fliall be alfelfed alike, whether he is or w^hether 
he is not able to pay that affeffment:” and thus on a fyftem of equa¬ 
lity, in a c: ife of emer^ncy, do tlrat which was diametrically oppo- 
lite to juftice, to rcafon, and to common fenfe. The rich had a 
large ptmx;rty at flake, and it was but equity tlut they fhould cottie 
forward when thrt property was in danger, and liberally fubicribe 
towards its protection. The man who flood up againft fuch a mat¬ 
ter as this, was no friend either to the manuhuflurcr or labourer. 
As to what had fallen from the noble Earl refpetfling the r3th of 
Charles the Second, and the i fl of Ricliurd the Third, they were 
cafes not at all in point. The noble I-ord then quoted all the great 
VoL. XXXVIIl. Jii 



t& PAiltlAMSliTA ilY A. t 794 . 

law authorities that had delivered their opinions on this point, 
among whom was tire Lord Hardwicke, one of the moft fpotlefs 
chara<£ters tliat ever prefided in a Court of Jufticc. Thefc enlight- 
«cd, and he could truly fay, patriotic men were decidedly of opinion, 
that it was legal and conflitiitional to call in the aids, or benevo- 
Icnces, if the noble Earl liked the word better, of the fubjedt to 
afltft the Executive Govcrnmcijt in cafes of danger, fubmitting the 
matter immediately after to the confideration of Parliament. The 
cafe however in the prefent inftance was ftrongcr than this; for Par-, 
liament had, in a principal mcafurc, voted the ncceflity of fo doing, 
before it was projiofed to the Lords I Jeutenants of the counties. He 
iniided that it was a miflatement of facil, where it was afferted that 
fubferiptiuns were folicited by His Miijcily's Miniicers before the 
.county had decided on tire pwpriety of fuch a Hep. The fadl was, 
and the circular letter fjxike the truth, that notliing more was done 
than defiring tl\e J/ieiitcuants to call ct>uuty meetings for fuch pur- 
pofe, who iniglit come to a refolution, but who certainly were not 
to fubferibe one farthing until the plan was fantlioncil by Parliament. 
Was this an aifi inimicnl to the Conilitution ? Did this militarc 
againil Mtigna Clrarta or the Rill of Rights ? Did this threaten the 
rights and liberties of the fubjcdlr Or did it add to the prerogative 
of the Cfowm ? Tlicre was no man could fay it was an extenfion 
of the royal power, to permit a man to fubferibe, or jiot to fubferibe, 
as his ideas of the julticc of the cafe led him, to the fupport of the 
prefent war. There was no ctunpullion in the cafe, it was an act ' 
that left die fubjcdl to his c»\vn free agency ; and invention mud be 
tortured indeed to find out an argument that carried even a fliadow 
of rcafon that militated againft the ti-uc patriotifni and the real juf- 
‘ ticc of the mcafure. He aiked the noble If.arl, whether to levy 
men, in cafes of i;rncrgency, was -an a£t militating againfi the Con- 
ditution? For ifitwa«, then every augmentation of our forces on 
the prefent occ.ifion was illegal. For men could not art without 
fomething to fujipjrt tlicrn, and yet tliis was the common pracliee 
in time of war. Forts could not be repaired, batteries could not 
be raifed, and Ihips could not be manned without money, and yet 
all thefe acts preceded an application to Parliament. What then 
was the prefent art? It did not raifo the money, it only took a dep 
preparatory to that bufinefs; nor was it ever in the contemplation of 
•His Majedy’s Mini tiers to raife a corps of men and fupport them 
by private fubfoription. 'Fheir condurt was the dirert contrary, for 
the meafurc of augmentation W’as conditutionally mentioned in a 
•meflage from His Majedy to Parliament, to which Parliament gave 
its unanimous aifent. The next dep was, how and in what man- 



4 ,^. 1794 - 

ne .41 fubfifl: thefc men, fo as to be burdenfom to Aofe 
were Icaft able to bear tiie burden ? An applieation in genfemf to the'' 
people was deemed the moft expedient, and the lead oppredive, 
caufe it left to the people the right of judging among thcmfclves who 
was, and who was not, able to contribute to the fupport of the addi¬ 
tional force. This naturally threw the burden on the rich, and of 
courfe murt Icffen the weight on the poor. Whereas, if the matter 
had come in another (hape to PaiHimicnt, the tax muft have fallen 
equally on all. How, therefore, this could be called an unconfti- 
tutional do( 5 frine, w'as a folecifm in politics that none but thofc few 
who combated the idea could folvc. They had their reafon, no 
doubt, for oppofition, but on what jufticc that oppofition was 
grounded, did not at prefent apjiear. The noble Lord concluded 
with obfervin;:, that as the motion made by the noble Earl was to- 
tally unncceirary, and as it might tend to give an idea that His Ma- 
jefty’s Milliners hidaijfed wrong in this budnefs, though the words 
did not cxprefsly fay fo, nor the coiiducn of Ciovernment come with¬ 
in their apparent meaning, he fliould move the previous quedion. 

The Earl of MACCl.ESEIKLD faid, that if the noble Earl 
thought that the fubfeription w as abandoned in Oxfordfliirc, he was 
miiinformcd. 



I'he Karl «>f LAUDERDAI^E faid he had only Rated wliat he 
had lic ird with rcfpedl: to Oxfordfhire ; and that from very refpedl- 
ablc aufiioiifv. 

"I’he Earl of WARW^'iCK faid, what had l-cen done with rc- 
fpccl to the country of Warwick, was at a meeting held at tire St. 
Alban's Tavern, where there were only a few gentlemen prefent, 
aiul whore he had been called to the chair. He had ntit yet received 
an anfwer to the letter he had font to the High Sheriff, but froii;i 
the communications which he had from the Magiftrates, he could 
declare that the gentlemen of the county were too well acquainted 
with tlicir duty, in times (if public danger, not to fubferibe chcar- 
fully to promote the intercRs of the country, and to conform to 
wliatevcr King, Lords, and Commons Ihould think proper. His 
Lordfhip faid that he did not conceive it proper that any man fhoiUd 
throw obftaelcs in the way of a mcafurc calculated to prornote the 
wclflirc of the kingdom. For his own part lie would a«ft as a firiend 
to the Conftitution and a friend to Government. 

T'he Earl of DERBY faid it was always with diffidence and 
pain to himfcif that he troubled the Houfe, and man was more 
averfe to throw.ug 01 ilaclcs in the w'ay of Goyte’nment upon trivial 
grounds; bat c.iiainly the fame mcafurcs might (trike difforent 
p^en in did^rent ways, and he owned tliat he faw diis mcafure in 
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flKifiier light from the noble Earl who fpoke tail. He ippi^ed 
much of the proc^dii^ in the county of Warwick) and confidered 
die fandlion ^ Parliament to be the fne qua nan. As to compulfion) 
which another noble Lord had dwelt fo much upon, he would afk 
if there was not more than one fort of compulfion r Might not a 
man, from many reafons that could nut be called compulfion, do a 
thing he conceived not to be finely right, rather tlian expofe him- 
felf to the reproaches, howevc^merited, that, from the temper of 
die times, he was liable to, if he did not agree to it ’ This, he 
knew, as a fa6l, that perfons had fubferibed who difapproved entirely 
of the meafure, and had told him, merely bccaufe they forefaw the 
manner in s^hich they would be mifreprefented if they did not. 
This might be called compulfion on the mind, and to any feeling, 
mind was as great a compulfion as any that could be impuftd. He 
confidcred this requifition, (the only name it could properly receive,) 
as pcrfc^lly againfi ill the ftatutes that had been quoted. As to the 
word dcfirable,” it was enough diat thofc who did not acquitfee 
were to be confidered as markecl men. Another objeftion to this 
mode, was its ufelefihifs fur the defence ol thtcountry: the Public 
were not unirorm in thtir opinions: one county was tor a ngiment 
of fencihlcs, another fur a company, a thiid for cnvalrv, and in this 
disjointed and confufed way was it pufliblc that fuch forces could ever 
be brought to aA properly together, upm anv emergency, like le- 
gular difeiplined militia ? With regaid to the appropriation of ihefe 
fums fubferibed, the counties had no information, it was indeed 
Rated, that they were to be under the controulofa Committee, but 
what Committee ^ Nobody knew. The precedents that had been 
brought forward in fupport of the meafure did not at all apply. He 
fhited the opinion of Earl Mansfield on the cafe (if 1778, but like • 
wife reminded the Houfc how it was anfwercd by I? irl Camden. I It* 
tfien faid, that majorities were not alwa)s in the right, he, for 
one, had long been in a inajurity that he would re^p'tit of all his life 
rime, it was for carrying on the American war , he faw his error 
amongfi the firll w'ho did, and likewife faw that majority dw indie 
into a minority. Minifters mufi be convinced, that in their hurry, 
#hich was the worft way of doing any thing, th^ had done wTong ; 
Imd as it was never too late to do well, they fhould acknowledge 
riieir error, and make amends for it by their condmSi; now the opi¬ 
nion of the country wras pretty evident, as the fubferiptions were not 
to be touched at aU^ till it was known whether Parliament approved 
of the meafure or not. 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND affirmed, that in tlie county 
of wluch he had the honour of being L(»rd Lieutenant (Norfolk) the 
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*j^ oi fiibfcril^ng in order to raife a force for ilefefioo eif ^ 
country, had not been prbduced by die iblicitatioitis oiPGovenun^, 
but had firft (hewn itfdf among the people Acmfelvcs, who iyem 
alarmed for die exigence of their King, their Conftimdon, their ' 
religion, and their property, by the proceedings of the Democrats 
in Britain, who in correfponding Sociedcs were taking meafures td^ 
introduce all the enormities whi^i were raging in a nelghbeiiri^ 
nation. That there were perfons in this kingdom who correfpohded 
with the French, and were delirous of intn>ducing their fyftctn. 
among us, was well known to Government, and tolerably well 
known to the Public in general. He therefore hoped a proper force 
w'ould be cibiblifhcd at home, to be compofed of pcifons well af¬ 
fected to the Conftitution, and headed by the gentlemen of property: 
it would alfo be particularly advantageous that thefc corps fooidd 
confift of the middle clafles, who mult be well acquainted with 
thofc in their neighbourhood who might be fufpeCted of difaffoCtion 
to the Conldtution, and who, in cafe (jf any commotion in manu¬ 
facturing towns, fuch as Norwich, mi^it be enabled immediately' 
to fix on fuch perfons as would be moft likely to promote it. This 
w’as an advanrage whicli regular troops could not poflefs; tljcy could 
not diftingiiifli between the loyal and difkwal part of the community. 
The Marquis read the following extraCt from Mr. Fox's fj^eeqh in 
the Houfc of Commons, in 1782: 


Vv' ere ive afraid of putting arms into the hands of the people of England f 
God forbid! They were a brave people; but not more diltinguiflted for 
courage than for loyalty: it was their cliaraftciiilic; and tli;y were the 
nwlt loyal people in the univerfe. He would truft arms in tlicir hands 
fur the purpufe of repeliing the attacks of their enemies. He would be 
happy 10 Icc them fpending an hour every day, and more upon Sundays 
and holiday’s, in acriiuring the ufe of arms, and making theinfelvcs capa¬ 
ble of aCling with cnct5l whenever an occalion of danger Ihould call upon 
them. He concluded with declaring the ncceifity that there was tor fuch 
a ntc'ifiu(;. 4 ^)r prefent, and faying, 

** 77>af Hii Maiejly*s MinJleri xvonlt! certainly c»mr to Parliamentfor <r/- 
•oice and ajjiftanft^ in every vnafure thatjhould reqrmefhelr aid. At prejent 
this K\jas only an invitation ; and the plan was not rij.e to be laid before the 
Houfe*.** 

His Lordlhtp then read a letter from Lord Shelburne, on the 
fame fubjed, which invited the people to arm, in order that the re¬ 
gular forces might be employed abroad. He contended, that the 
plan then adopted by Minilfors was cxaClly limilar to that which 
was propofed at prefent. If France fhould prevail in the conteft, 
and get the better of Holland, where would be the fecurity of that 


* Vide the Parliamentary Regifter for that pfrioJ, 
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i^fchoavoppofice to it> or even of the Capital itfelf? The MiljtuiSife 
B&df ihould be incxeafed, and fucli a force raifed as might give per- 
ftA iecurity at home, while the army was employed abroad. 

The Earl of DERBY obferved, that as Government knew of 
perfons who correfponded with the French, they were highly culpa¬ 
ble in i>ot bringing tlv:m to Jufticc; he condcmiitd the principle of 
anning one defeription of me n rgiinft another, Ixeauit private ani- 
mofity might avail itfdf of that pretext to take vengeance on die 
King’s heft fubjetSls. 

The Earl of CAERNARVON contended, th it the fuhjti \ 1 . id 
a right to fubferibe towards an ohjtd that was legal, without the 
oonfent of Parliament. The Crow n rould not r life irom y bv coni- 
puKion, or without thecf'oltnt of Parliimci t , wliich wa, 1.01. ho\.- 
ever neceffiry to every application ot inoney to a kgal I lom 

Alagni Charta dovn to the Dvolai nion ol Ri^dits, tli tuw 00 ad 
to rcllnin the fubj\< \ from einplo) iiig 1 is money as h« pit iftd, pro¬ 
vided it was not tor an illrgil puiiyifc The Petition of liylilt 
*nlydal»rfd, that no man cou’d be eon»pdli,J, under p.tU lUo o» 

‘ prcrogati x, to give his nvimv will out his own conftn\ or that t‘f 
his reprckinativt. Some oi tlu Lord. in tivoar of the met* m ii C 
faid, that it was not legal to 1 ’v, but it was legal to givt, without 
being afLtd. This wis a dulincl mi lit fh 1 u >t un<kn\in 1. liu*, 
in the preknt cift, tlyy muft pro*c thii it w 1 illegil ct'mmiini- 
latc the plan. If individuals wtrv not allow to life nitn kn 
ditir owndtfen'c, and tntcitd into tontrads with (iQ\i.rninLnt tor 
rlut purpofe, wa-» it inoie or kfs illcgiJ tc^ puniofc to rule inoiiti, 
or could the one be obtained without th o^irr' But Gov eminent 
hid not I'lecn tcnfiiud for th it me ifure, nor lial Parliimtnt tvtr 
taken it up as uncunllltiitiond. A Mimflcr mull mgodatc a loin, 
befon he can piojxilc the terms ft) Pailiamtnt, but icsoidipg to the 
dotfriiic 11 )w attempted to be til blidicd, if is illi gil fo pr ijx^k tvtn 
a loan will o’t tlu j rt'ioiis conknt of Pirb 'intnt. Loid’bl vlbuinc 
Ind g.on faithtr tli-n His Majtdv s Mini las ln<l n<"w doni , iiul 
he njr-ttca that die noble Mmjuis wi-.n)t prtfait, a-, lit, ni 
doubt, lotlld tullv illuftrate tilt liibje»1:, and wouUl piove th it the 
fame ineifure hail been by him then adoptt d. 

Lord II^RnWICKEgivc in account of die nature of tiit plan, 
and of 1 is I.ivuig propoLd it to the Ciraiid Jurj. 'J he \ per, his 
Xordfhip laid, was not necei{aT>, but itwis not unconli ♦ntional. 
He had only to refer thtin to wh’t paffed in 1782, when tin now 
noble Marquis (LaniJownc,^ then Lord blidlumt, figuitad to 
vbofe vdio cimc forward ui aid of (Jovtrnnvnt the th.nks of the 
h mg f' 1 tl jr ze d and afii * lion. 
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ord ONSLOW deniedlt^ juflacc of the ;d 1 ^iStiQfn *' 

Lay.derdale, that the advcrtifcment calling a meeiifig h> the epunlf 
of Surrey, which he owned he had written, carried ahy thing Ul^ . 
a threat with it. It only prefumed, that all the friends of the King 
and the Conllitution would be prefent; but he could not comprehend 
how that could imply that thofe who were not prefent, or who ,did 
not fubferibe, would be pointed out as marked men. He aiTertcd, 
that the meeting in Surrey did not put a negative upon fubfcripHoils 
for railing troops, which w^ere to be afterwards fan<ftiancd by Farli- 
ament. He had been much mifreprefented and abufed; but hif 
liiughcd at thofe who propofctl to bring him to the bar of the Houfe' 
<»f Commons, for having done his duty as Lord Licutawnt of this 
county. I'Jic fame conducl Ire had adojjted on this occalion had* 
been purfued by his prcdeccffors, and by fomc of the greateft men ‘ 
that lived in it; and no fault had ever been found, tUl thofe who 
pretended to Ire jealous of the Crown would not allow' the fubjo<EI to 
eomc forward to aid it, even when it was for their own fecimty. 

Earl S'l'ANHOPEfaid, he did not intend to havefpokenat all 
upon this queflion, but he felt hiinfclf called upon by tire ailulions 
made to the conduel: of a noble Marquis (now abfent) in tlie year 
1782; that was perfetftly difFcnrnt; and after the difeufliun a few 
nights ago, wherein it was almoft unanimoully the opinion, that no 
lhindii‘.g army could l)c kept up in this country without the confent 
of Parliament, lie was furprifed that a doubt could be entertained on- 
this queftion. '^Hictc was only one perfon w'h<j ventured to fay 
otherwife; and fo ctinvinecd was he r>f being wrong, that he ftook 
an early oppt)rtunity to rctradt what had been taken particular no¬ 
tice of in ilu* proteft of a noble l^arl. 

J.oni SYllNE V called him to order, obferving that it was im¬ 
proper to advert to the fpecvhcs of the Members of that lioufe, 
which had l>con delivered on former occalions. 

feor.ri.{-/AUDERI.>ALl!: maintained that it was more orderly for 
Earl Stanhope to allude to former fpcechcs in^hat lloufe, than for 
a noble Marquis (Townflicnd) to read what luid been reported as 
the fpecch of Mr. Pox in the other lloufe. 

Earl S'l'ANHOPE inliftcd, that the only way of afeertaining 
whether he wa i difonlcrly or not, was to take dow'ii liis words, 
and to move n querti<jn upon them. 

A converfeticn refpedting order then took place between Ixirvls 
Derby, Grenville, Onflow, the Duke of Leeds, &c. when 
Earl STANIJOPPI ftrongly main ained that he was in order, 
f{>r that he had not alludcil to any fpcecli, but to a motion on a for¬ 
mer occalion (when Lord Auckland moved to refeind a part of 
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litedLRadfxMr’s proteft.) The meafurc propofed by AdminilinlMh 
pronounced to be and unoonftiCuttonaU in as much a* the 

' ms illegal. He muntained, that the King, by virtue of 

hU ]»crogativc, could not keep a fingle man without tlic fan^on 
of the Le^flaturc. It could not therefore be l^al to contribute to 
the fupport of that manu If a great armed force was necefifary for 
the defonce of the country, he tiould readily concur in railing it; 
Inst if arms were to be put into the hands of any laigc part of the 
people, he would recommend tint they be put into the hands of the 
Vbole people; a recommendation Mhich was contained in the bill 
of Ri^ts, and a^ch he wilhed every man in tlie country to follow ; 
and a reccmimendation which was ably jufoficd in a pamphlet writ¬ 
ten by a noble Lord (Hawkclbuiy’:) a difeourfe on the propriety «*f 
arming the nation. He deprecated the principle of arming the peo¬ 
ple partially, for in that cafo, every man fufpc6lcd of being a warm 
fitcnd to liberty might be put in danger, while arms would be only 
given to aflbeiatois, and, infaef, this meafurc amounted to nothing 
Icfo than arming one part of the countr) againll the other, lie re¬ 
probated the prerogative do£lrines lately brought forward and aiEled 
upcm by Minifters. The tyr.mt s plea, ftatc ncceffity, had given 
fon^ion to many mcafurcs whicu could not be juAtiied. As to tlie 
motion for the picvious queftion, ho faid, it was a mere fubterfuge 
to evade the material qucllion. It means this: ** You arc right, 
** but I don’t choofe to acknowledge it; neither will I vote againd 
•* you, for that would fubjeft me to obloquy, by voting againd a 
** felf-cvident propodtion.” lliis explanation his Lordfliip thought 
proper to make for die information of young Membcis. He cem- 
demned the mcafure of Government calling upon the people for con¬ 
tributions for raiCng an army without die confent of Parliament; 
be leprobated the landing of foreign troops without the fame con¬ 
fent. He deferibed the Marquis of Lanfdownc's letter in 1782, 
as a meafure very diiFerent from that now before them. Mini¬ 
fters were to go on %rith their prefent prerogative doiftrincs, it was 
impoftiblc to fay where they would ftop ; and he fuppofed that we 
(hould foon have fubferiptions both of Auftrian troops and money to 
take caie of us, if it was not that Auftria was already almoft too 
BOOT even to talte care of hcrfelf. 

ir^ The LORD CHANCELLOR lamented that theoretical quef- 
tions on the Conftitution had become fo frequent. Their anceftors, 
in dieir wrifdom and gravity, had avoided all abdradl queftions, and 
had confined themfdvcs to points of the moft clear nature, nut 
.thixdung it (MTudent to touch upon thofc which might admit of con¬ 
trary opinions. But when an abftra^ dieorerical pnopofidon was 
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coined in ambiguous terms refpe^ing the ConiHtutionf ir became^- 
a fubje^l of extreme delicacy, and to prevent the ncccffity of coming 
to a direct negative or affirmative, the previous queftion had long 
been deemed the moft cffedlual mode of getting rid of the original 
morion. In the prefent inRance his Lorddiip did not tfiink that the 
queffion originally moved, could be matter of difeuflion foi* that 
Houle, and was decidedly for the previous queiiion. He would' 
not, however, adopt as the meaning of the previous queftion, what 
the noble Karl had affixed to it. The real meaning was this—* 
That when a motion was made that was not fit for difeuflion, die * 
previous queftion was moved to get rid of it alu^ethcr, and prevent* 
altercation upon a fubjeCl that did not admit of argument. He 
went much at length into the injpropricty of difeuffing theoretical 
opinions, and qveftions refpediing the Conftitution, uponabftra£i‘ 
prijKiplcs that did not arife from them ; and when no cafe exifted 
upon which any point could be at iftue, or called for difeuflion.—• 
He at laft came to the queftion, which lie read, and declared that 
conceived as it was, he feft himftdf pcrfccliy at a lofs how to com¬ 
prehend it. What graniing private aid or benevolence for public 
^urpofes was, he could not unJcrlband. But what was it that was 
complained of ? The communication of a plan to the Lords Lieu¬ 
tenants, who were the beft-intbrmed of the lituation of their coun¬ 
ties, and the nature of the defence fuitablc for them. In Ibmc, 
corps of cavalry might be moft proper—in others, infantr}* might 
be prcfciahlc. Were Minifters to determine what they did not 
know, or not confult thofc perfons wdio were the moft capable of 
giving them information— 7 'hc plan w-as, either to augment the 
militia, or to give it volunteer companies, or to raile volunteer 
troops of jcavalry, or even pioneers, where they might be wanted. 
Such were the outlines of the plan, which, as foon as it w'as form¬ 
ed, would be fubmitted to Parliament, but tliat could not be done 
before-it .v'vJ fit for inf|M:c.lion. His Lordfhip then took notice of 
the precedents that had been mentioned. That of 1746 he confi-* 
dered at fome length. Twelve loyal and fpirited noblemen pro-. 
pofed to raife each a regiment at their own expence, which was ac¬ 
cepted. TIjc rebellion had made foinc progrefs, and the rebels had 
obtained fome advantage over the King’s troops. Parliament was 
not fitting, but the regiments were railed. Tw'O Members of the 
Houfc of Commons, Sir John Phillips, and Sir William Hynde 
Cotton, found great fault wdth the meafure, by fa3dng that it was a 
feheme to deftroy the liberties and Conftitution of the country.— 
Thefe two Members, as appeared in the fequel, had other views 
than the fafety of the Conftitution: like fome others, they only 
VoL. XXXVIII. Cc 



IH. PARLIAMENTARY 1794. 


ij^e it a pretext for concealing, motives of a very different nat#e. 
When Parliament met. Sir William Young gave in an eflimatc of 
the twelve regiments wlrich had been raifed, and demanded tlieir 
fubfiftence for four months: no objection was made to the meafurc 
in Parliament, nor was it found to be unconditutional. In 1759} 
little was fiiid on the fubjccl \ but in 1778, it luui been fully con- 
fidered. In 1782, it had been propofed and carried into execu¬ 
tion in a more complete manner than at prefent. Ills Lordfhip 
next adverted to what had been advanced by Lord Sranhope, about 
Urming the people in a mafs. He hoped that arms would never be 
entruflcd but under the direCVion of men of property. From the 
fad example that prevailed in a neighbouring nation, the tlangcr of 
fuch a proceeding was clearly fcco. 'Flie motion, he faid, was 
conceived in woreis capable of tiifrVrcnt meanings, und calculated 
folely to perplex. He conid not unfieriV.ind wl\y b«;ncvolcnces, 
fubferiptions, and other p!irafe>, had been‘mtioduccd, but that they 
were fufceptiblc of ilUgai ami unconPiturbiir.l interprei.idon, though 
they had no rc‘l;iti<Mi ro the oueftion ln-ic’C the (Irsufe. He then 
called on the H(.-ufc t<.) c(,n.nvltr rlie objccl i-f tb.e ])rcicnt fubferip- 
tion. Admhtiiig. for the lake of argc.inent, tirat the produce 
fliould not be applied to thr moft judicious purpofes, neither the 
nation, the Conflitution, the liberties of tlie fubjccl, nor the pri¬ 
vilege of Parii.imcnt, could fuffer the lead injury or degradation 
from the meafare being caitied into execution. His Lordfliip 
could not do other wife than vote for the previous (paeftion. 

Farl STANHOPF. rofe to explain what he had ftiid about arm¬ 
ing all the people as a v. ifc meafuve ; he took Ids arguments on diat 
point from a pamphlet written by a noble Loid (Hawkelbury) on 
which he bcltowcd vciy great praife. 


Lord H.AWKESBURY faid, he would have been as well 
plcafcd li.ul tile noble Farl been lefs lavirti of his praife on that fub- 
je^i. 'J he pamphlet was written about thirty fcv-.’^j^ycars ago, 
when a young man, and it was not iinprobtible or unjuftiliable that 
he mighf have changed many of the opinions it cotitaincd finccthat 
time. If it contained any maxims for arming the jicople in .the 
manner that that noble Lord had propofed, he would feel himfclf 
particularly called upon to difclaim it j for he totally condemned 
fuch dotElrInes and maxims. 

Tl^heEarl of LAUDERl^AI^E rofe in reply, and briefly notic¬ 
ing the arguments of the noble and learned Lords who oppofed his 
modop) declared he could not difeover, cither in the Icgiilativc a^s 
of the Commons in England, or in the precedents that liad been 
adduced, any autlioritics whatever in fupport of die nicafurc of His 
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Majelly’s Miniftcrs, in their late addrefs to the I-ords Lieutenants of 
counties. From the time of Richard III. to the of the 13th of 
Charles II. the praclice of the Legiflature had been in direct oppo- 
fition to fuch mcafurcs ; and that very act, (the words of which he 
quoted,) was a fpecific proof that they were confidered as unconfli- 
tutional. Jlis Lorfidiip then ftated, that the arguments he had 
ufed, fo far from c(M'ktradioling, were itri^dy conformable to the 
(iodines maintained by Lord Hardwickc and the late Lord Mans¬ 
field. He concluded witli adverting to the precedent of l/Ss, 
which had bc('n fo niwcli inlli'icd on, and which his Lordfhip ftre- 
nuoufly argued contained no cxprcflTion or word, direct cr implied, 
that cf)uld by any interpretatitm be condrued to favour a pradlicc fo . 
inimical to the Britiflr Conditiuion. No pay in the lirft inltance 
was oflered ; no man was t.ikcn hoin his labour ^ it was only re¬ 
commended that they Ihould alfcmble tor an hour of an evening, 
and habituate tlicmfelvcs to the ufc of arms: and it was exprcfsly 
faid, that if they were called into ai^hial fcrvicc it tliould be under 
the authority of Parlian'.ent. In the eourfc of the reply, the noble 
^.ord took occalion to n’mark, tliat he defied any man to thevr any 
inconfirtcncy in his public condiifl, or any deviation from the path 
lie had at firll chofen, whicli was a ftcady purfuit of the good of his 
country, and the fui'-porr of the Ci-.nfiitution. 

I.ord < jRLNVIJ.IJ'', ;hen r-fe, and after a (hort preface, in 
whicli he remarked, tli-a after d'.-.- .irgumei'ts that liad been Iicard, it 
was unnccclfarv for liim > t go fullv into the fubjccl; he faid, he 
fltould conhne himf If to one f-n-Je ficl, viz. the manner in which 
the metfage of the Miniflry of 1782 was underftood by the country 
at large.. He would decline reading the numerous proofs he had 
colletlcd, and that he then iitld in his hand, unlcfs their Lord- 
fhips fhould exprefs any doubt of their accuracy, and would limit 
himGe-’.'f tc -c^ o i>f them, which were fo dircclly to the point as not 
to admit of doiibr or mifinterprctation. 'Fhe full of thefe was the 
addrefs which eainc from the cutlers company of Slicfticld, in which 
it w'as fVatcil that the meflage had been received, and tint they had 
not only cn^lx'dicd ihcmfclvcs, for the defence of tb.e kingdom, 
but had entered into a fubfeription to provide a fund for that pur- 
pofe. J lis fccond pnxif, I.ord (jrenvillc faid, was equally pointed, 
though of a different complc£lion. The Mayor of Yarmouth re¬ 
turned .an anfwcr in the name of the Corporation, faying that the 
freemen of the town were willing to incorporate in defence of the 
country, but were unable to defray the cxpcnce, a« their trade had 
been ruined by the w'ar and half their (hips taken, and bccf\ufc they 
already entered into a fubfeription, at the requilition of f/i^vern- 

Cc 2 
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ment, to ere£t batteries for the defence of the town, and that bat¬ 
teries had accordingly been erected. Either the requifition of the 
Miniftry of 1782, was capable of being underllood or it was noN 
Of the manner in which it was underllood, the fadts he had recited, 
and numerous others that lie was ready to produce, were fuihctent 
.proof. If entering into fubferiptions for fuch purpofes was an un- 
conltitutional act, the then Miniftry was higifty culpable for not im¬ 
mediately informing thofo who had miiunderllood their meaning of 
the magnitude and danger of their miftake. 

I'he Houfe tlien divided on the previous 4 |ueftion, 

Contents - — — 82 

Proxies . _ _ - . 22 


Non Contents - - - 6 

Proxy 1 


The Houfe adjourned. 


3 ij? AHan'.b, 

Lord HAWKESBUR'j' gave mticr, that on Thurfday next, 
he fhouUl bring forwanl a morion relative to tlic navigation laws. 
Ordered the Hrnjfc to be furnmoned on that day. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

T’upjd.iyy iji Aprily and I'P’idnef hyy 2d Aprils 


No debate. 


Thitrfdiyy April. 

» 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE took an opportunity of advert¬ 
ing tt» what had tranfpired in that and another Houfe relative to 
fubferiptions for raifing a force without the interferenbewaf-Parlia¬ 
ment, and parficulrrly to the ftrefs that had been laid on the mca- 
fureof Admiuiftration in the year 1782. He availed himfelf, he 
faid, of the firft opportunity that olFercd on their Lordlhip’s being 
furnmoned, to aflure tliem it was the mereft accident, an unforefeen 
and unavoidable one, that prevenltd him from attending on the 
day on W'hich this dodlrine hail been held in that Houfe, as a noble 
Duke near him, (the Duke of Grafton) could teftify. So little rc- 
femblancc was there bctw'ccn the mcafurc now carrying on, and on 
which there was a recent refolution of their Lordfliips, and the 
meafure of 1782 ; that the one was the moft conftitutional, the 
other the moft unconftitutional meafure ever adopted umler a Go- 
^'ven^ent of this country iincc xlic tinie of Chiurlcs I. But Minir 
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fters finding proofs multiplying upon them, and vdlyfitiong ground* 
laid down againft rhcir mcafurc, had recourfc to tiie precedent of 
1782, which was totally difiimilar from the prefent cafe, as he 
iliuuld prove at a future time. He did not think it right to enter 
upon the grounds of that meafure which they had approved of, nor 
to interfere with any tiling their Lordfiiips had refolvcd upon. 
He rofe now ft)r the purpofe of faying, that if accident had not pre¬ 
vented him from attending the other day, when the fubjcdl he had 
alluded to \v:is dilcuircd, he fliould have given as decided a vote 
againrt this lafl meafure of Government as ever he did in his life: 
for he had no part)' to adi'.erc to, nor any temptation whatever to 
dep lit from rhe principles he always avowed, and which it was the 
priilc of his lii’e to maintain. Having faid this, he was ready ci¬ 
ther to aj-point a day ftjr tlie full difeuflton of the meafure, or to 
leave it to an opp<.;iiinity which would f(K>n offer itfcH in that Houfc 
as there was a I'.ill now depending in the other, in which thisquef- 
tion was involved, and which in the due courfeot proceeding would 
come before their Lordfltips early in the next week. 

,, Lord GRKNVILLh fikl, it was entirely in the ciferetion of 
the noble Marciiiis, whether he would make a fpccific motion upon 
tiic fuhjecl;, or aiguc tlic queftittn when the bill alluded to came be¬ 
fore the Houfc. Jjut in whatever ma.nncr it was brought forward, 
ho was ready ro meet the ne.blc Marquis, or any other noble Lord j 
and ti' pn-.vo, that the meafure now adopted by His Majefty's Mi- 
nifteis w.i« perfectly eoniillent with t!ie law and Conititution of Eng¬ 
land. 

Lord HAWKESBURY called their Lordfl.i]) S attention to the 
naval trade and commerce of this kingiloni, and the ditlerent laws 
andrcgulatiuns by which it was governed. He entered into a hif- 
tory of lM)th from the carlieft period of the reign of Richard II. 
dowy:* thv. lime <jf palling the lait navigation act, which was in 
the year 1786. He expatiated on the pt>ricy of our navigation laws, 
as founded on thewifdom of our anceftors, and improved upon from 
time to tinjc on the original principle which g:ivc them birth ; and 
contrafted thtfe laws with thofc of other jwwcrs, and ihewed the 
fuperiority of ours, both in the protection given to our naval com¬ 
merce, and the incrcafc of our naval force. As the lawrs now 
flood, all ihips importing into this country the produce of Afia, 
Africa, and America, and of Ruilia and Turkey, muft be built in 
the Britifh dominions—as vcflels, ma»ie free of the BritKh jxirts, 
and threc-fourtlis of the failors employed in navigating any fuch 
fhips during peace, mult be Britifh failors ; by thefc means we not 
only extended our trade, but alfb provided fuc}i a number of failoi^ 
X 
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for the fcrvicc of the country in time of war as could not otherwife 
be coUcttcd. There were, however feme dcfc<Sls, which it was 
his intention to remedy by a bill he would now intmducc, but not 
to take place till after the conclufion of this war, when no Icfs than 
60 or 70 thoufind men muft be difeharged from His Majefty’s 
navy, and for whom he meant to make a proviiion by this bill.-— 
Tlie chief claufc of this bill would be to compel all Bridfli mer¬ 
chant Drips whatever not to employ more than cnc-fourth of foreign 
failors in their trade, for the exifting laws in this cafe had been li¬ 
able to inlringcmeiitfi, a late iaftance of which had brought this par¬ 
ticularly t{> Ids ct)nfidi'rntion; it was that of a (hip coming to 
Cowes, in the IDe of Wight, hulcn with gunpowder, and all on 
boiird, except the Maftcr, were foreign failors. The vcffd w'as 
flopped by the cuftom-houfc oftieers, as many fiifpieions were en¬ 
tertained abijut the real dcftlny of the cargo; upm inveftigation, 
however, it appeared, that it was an KngUfli voifcl laden in Hol¬ 
land tvith gunrxmdcr for f lie King of Sardinia; but, the circiim- 
Dance (if all the failors being ft.reignen:, Ids Lordihip had referred 
the cafe to His Majeny's law t>i‘Hevrs, wh.o reported, that the cxiftv 
ing laws did r.rz provide ag.vn'l ftich c.if':s. 

Anorher eie.ufc would regard ihi coafting trade, in which atpre- 
fent three-fourths of liic laliors employed in each (hip were Britilh 
fubjcels; th.is he wifned to be confined to Britilh iiiarincrs only, 
duiing the ti.nc of p^ace, on the grounds, that in a trade carried 
on between one port .md auf.ilicr inCJivat Britain, Englilh mariners 
couivl caijlylvgut; and aiio, becaufe he thought it iinpfolitie 
to ftto'er foreign faiUirs to beeonn., tot) mueh acouainted with the 
ports of this country. 

Aiv'.thcr claufe of groat Imp'ortancc was, that which concerned 
tlx out-going Ddps w itii tlie freedom of the ihitilli ports ; by this 
we w'crc cnablul toknovr at any time the number of (hips bclopging 
to this country, fheir meafurement, the number of failors employed 
in them, a particular defeription of them, and the names of all the 
ow'ners of each (hip: nothing could »xcoed the utility (rf fuch a re- 
giftcr; it extended to the fale of fueh (hips as arc tree of thcBritKh 
ports ; but in this it was deft.(.\iivc ; for though it obliged the parties 
to make a certificate of the fale, in order that it might enjoy the 
privileges of a perfeal: Drip, yet it had feme time occured tliat this 
Lad been evaded,- as in the inftance of a Drip that was fold at Sa¬ 
vannah, and had traded to different countries under the privileges 
of a BritiDr vcffcl, without thefe forms ; but it being at length ob- 
ip^^ved by an Officer of His Majefty in the Weft Indies, it was 
f '’popped, and an action brought on tlie cafe; tht Judges decided it 
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in favour of the vclTcl, on the plea, that being fold out of England, 
it could not make the proper entry in the regifter. Tiie matter 
was afterwards brought before the Privy Council, when a noble 
Earl who prefided (Earl Camden), gave it as Ifis opinion, tliat the 
intention of the laws in that cafe was, that every fhip having free¬ 
dom of the Britifh ports, if fohl abroad, IImjuKI, immediately after 
difembarking the cargo which flic had takcfi at the port wlierc flic 
was fold, at the place of its deflination, return to England to be 
cnrcgiftcrcd. This his Lordfliip meant to clhiblifli in the hill he 
would introduce, and which wtjuld prevent flops, no longer be¬ 
longing to this country, cnjo)ing the privileges of our tree pfirts. 
His Lordfliip next gave an accour.c of the aeinal Ante of tlie Ihip- 
ping of Great Britain, by nliieh it appcavcsl that there were 
I 6,079 fliips, meafuring upwards of one million ol tons, an * em¬ 
ploying above 11S,000 fa ilors belonging to Great Britain, <j{wr>ieh 
12,000 fliips employ 107,000 marineis bcUaving 10 i ntbnd 
alone. He added, thit !.Ivcrj)«jol al«aie, in C- • l-.h w..r, inted o’,.t 
privatrers, and manned them, oibi l.l ■!, iiie i.;! rr.d fu;ors ex¬ 
ceeded t';e f i. nr oi.t Ia e:' • •.••-b liv in w lc" li'.at grand 
^lanitli aniaitla, r!a.‘ !•- n < l' v f.i.'i vet-[r'i'ixJ on hordJhips’ 
walls. I'liis be iMve , a p’ of the 

navigation tif tni.-. e •".nb , ;.. M.'icn'.g in 1.’ pi.Tent emi- 

neiKV during ii-o .jf f.uv l ;u:e.:ed ve’.t!', :'<;'Ldly rifu'-.j 

witliin t!je lull ivndu -. 

yVlur having j',one ilirivuili 'ii>- •.vlvtle of ibe pro- ii- .ii-: of tl'.e bill, 
and ihe comparative e'lii'. iite'd on? f»'jrces 1 m .ivdhi and 

all the ■arL'Linivii s on t!.!: p? <'t’ the mea'lire, c.-nclnJ-.d 

with mo\ing, “ ‘That she biil be ii .Vv re.'.J i flrn lihV'," v.tuch be¬ 
ing done, hii Lt'rdslnp move;!, *’ 'i har rhi> bid be I'-Vtl a second 
time to-is son-;' Oniei cd. 

/’o.' 4/.'. 

Tlic order ofiliv' d:iy being read, 

E.arl STANHOPE rofe My Lotik, faid he, coivcrning the 
extent, the ohjeci, and tlse imjnulfujcc cl the motion 1 iiavc to lay 
before you, I asa csaivinccd ihat no blame will tb.is night attach to 
me for requefting your J^ordfliips to b.e flinunonod ; as r.n Englilh- 
inan fuppoiting the honour of my country, as a Chaiilian in doing 
the duty of my fitvialion, and maintaining the piinciplcs of lellgioii, 
without w'hicii it is impoflibie tlisit any country can pivTjX-r, 1 this 
niglit appear before your J>ordfliips : rliis principle 1 Ihail Hrfl lay 
down, that no country' can thrive which depends on the miferics of 
another; as a man adluated by motives of jiliilanthropy, I have 
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been induced to intrude myfelf on your indulgence. My Lords, 
an exprcflion having been made ufe of, repugnant to every principle 
of humanity, of religion, and of focial duty, I wiflied to remove 
the idea of this Houfe agreeing with fiich an abominable fentiment, 
as that the Minifters of this country ought to interfere in every man- 
ncr pofliblc to excite civil war \ and I come, my Lords, fortified 
againft fuch a fentiment, with the rcfpedlahlc authority of a right 
reverend Prelate on the bench oj)pofitc me (the Rifhop of Norwich). 
You will, my Lords, I am certain, be induced to agree with what 
may foil from the reverend Bench ; but this I at Icafi have reafon 
to rvpcft, that none of his reverend brethren will dUFcr from his 
dfxHrin:! ; and though, my Lords, tlicrc is much of this fermon 
to which I cannot give my approbation, yet thefe arc fentirnents 
■which have made a forcible imprdrion, and have my full cojicur- 
rcncc. 


** The occafions that have given rife to forts,’* f:dd the Rifhop, 
“ arc as various as tlio caLiinities to wlueli focictv is fubjeCt.—- 
Dearth, fominc, pcfiilcrjce, and amongfi tiu greatt of fycial evils 
-—war. It is among the gicafelt of fn'id c\ils, bteaufe it carries 
in its train many of thofe to which I Ikivc aHude-h .m t is c<tn- 
ne£led with the worft paflu.i's of tlie human mind, 'I'lic incle¬ 
mency of the elcmciits, and the v\idc waftc of infeciions difeafe, arc 
lefs to be apprehcndcil, bccavifc Icfs frequent in return than the 
murderous confiiels of enraged nations. I'o enumerate the caufes 
of the war were a fruit lefs -arttmpt; and indeed if they were capable 
of being numbered, the application of them woultl be matter of 
fiill greater difiieulfy. Wars are often known to the many, only 
by the d*,viftation an<l ravage they commit, wdicrc ‘ the land be¬ 
fore them is as the garilen of ICden, and behind them as a defolate 
wildcrncfs.’ Rot iliclburces from wliieh they arc derived, are in- 
fcruial'ilc to popu'ar ini|uiry. Whcllier they originate from revenge, 
jealoiifv, ambition, caprice, jxdicy, or tlic only legitimate c^tufc of 
w'ar—felf-defenej." Such had been the admirable chara< 51 cr which 


a learned and piou.t Riihnp had given of w'ar, wlien appointed to 
preach a fermon bebac their Lordlhips j and furely the whole bench 
of Bifliops would feel it to be thrir duty, as followers and teachers 
of the divine law of Chiift, to do their utmofi to put an end to a 
war which was thus fraught with fo many calamities to mankind. 
What were the motives of this war it would be impoflible for any 
noble Lord in that Iloufe to explain. ** They arc really inferu- 
table to popular inquiry.” Every poflible motive that could be 
thought moft likely to Inflame men's minds had been aflerted ; and, 
among others, religion had not been forgotten. “ Religion,” fiud 
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the fame pioiis Bi(hop; had often been prefted into the ftrvice of 
war, and compelled to’ bear the bloody ftandard of ambition. Hence 
doubt and fufpicion naturally arife, whenever religion is faid to be 
connected with war. ” “In the agitation and ferment of the public 
mind, infeparable from a ftateof warfare, it-is the efpecial province 
of religion to inculcate temper and moderation, and whether elated 
by victory, or deprelfcd by misfortune, to rcftorc tlic nation to its 
pniper level.” 

Hero, my Lords, temper and moderation arc particularly re¬ 
commended ; and, that temper and moderation (liould be cxcrcifed 
in the conduct of this war, is what I particularly defirc to imprefs s 
I wiili vou to abftain from thofc wanton cruelties v^hich were fo 
rtiucli condemned when attempted to be pradlifed in the war againft 
America, as contrary to every principle of God and Nature. I 
fhall confider tJiis qucltion as an abftradl propolition ; I care not 
from v.hom the fenriment fell, or wdicrc it was delivered ; tome 
it is iininatctlal; but I wifli this night to lay down a rule of con¬ 
duct from which HisMajefty’s Minifters, in future, ftiall not dare 
to deviate. It had been advanced, my Lords, in this Houfc, that 
if we could not acoompUni ourobjed by force of arms, that no cxpence 
^ 5 Rght to lie fpared by His Majefty’s Minifters to excite a civil war 
in France ; that i>', that we (hould fuller our Mvnirtry to ufe bri¬ 
bery and corruption to withdraw Frenchmen from the allegiance 
which they owe tlieir Government; and this, not for the purpofc 
of ullilHiig tltis country, but for the purpofc of cftablilliing a Govern¬ 
ment m J'ranec, dirc^illy in oppoiitiun to the will of the majority. 
This, my I^rds, is repugnant to the law of nations; and that it 
is fo, I ftiall prove to your Lordlhips, from the following extract 

from Mr. Juflicc Blaekftone's Commentaries ; 

• 

TIk law of nations is a fyftem of rules, deducible by natural reafon, 
and eilablilhed by univcrfal confent among the civilized inhabitants of the 
world; in order to decide all difputes, to regulate all ceremonies and civi¬ 
lities, and to infurc the obfervance of juilicc and good faith, in that inter- 
courfe which muft frequently occur between two or more independent 
^ b'tates, and the individuals belonging tO each. This general law is founded 
' upon this principle, that different nations ought in time of peace to do one 
another all the good they can; and, in time of w'ar, as little harm as poffic 
ble, without prejudice to their own real interefls. And, as none of thefe 
States will allow afaperiority in the otiicr, therefore neither can dilate or 
preferibe the rules of this law to the reft; but fuch rules muft neccflarily 
refult ffoiQ thofe principles of natural juftice, in which all the learned of 
every nation agree.” 

I am likewife ftrengthened in declaring, that fuch condu 61 (hould 
not be purfued, when I advert to a publication on the conduiSl to be 
VoL. XXXVIII. D 4 
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obferved with rdTpe^t to neutral nations, written by a learned Lord, 
who made a moft excellent motion ycfterday for the advancement of 
our commerce, (Hawkelbury;) that noble Lord has faid in his pub¬ 
lication, that England was fo dillinguiflied for a variety of bleflings, 
that (lie (hould be particularly careful of her own intcreft; and, in 
comparing it to others, he felt a noble indignation in contrafting 
her lituation with arbitrary Governments. In that pamphlet the 
noble Lord alfo ftated, that the inifcry of France was fo complete, 
that he did not think that country worth preferving. But, my 
Lords, arc we from this to infer that we flioulJ throw chains about 
the necks of tliis unhappy people, not for a few years, but that wc 
fhould harrafs and diftracl them by all the horrors and calamities 
of a civil war? By thus exciting brother againft brother, father 
againft fon, and fon againft father, to make their inifcry perpetual; 
if any Lord ftiould be inclined to purfuc fiich conducl towanis tliis 
unfortunate countr)', I will not agree in its propriety; and I glory 
in widely differing from fuch opinion. But my Lords, wjiat right 
have wc to interfere in the Governmen*^ of France ? What right have 
His Majefty’s Minifters to think of didlating any Conftitution to an 
unreprefented people ? France is not reprefented by the Parliament 
of England. We Iiave feen, in the declaration of Lord Hood, 
that this country was to eftablifti a monarchy in France; this decla¬ 
ration has in this Iloufc been attempted to be done away, by fomc 
Lords affuring us, that inv Lord Hood and Sir Gilbert Elliot only 
expreffed the opinion of their Sovereign in favour of the re-cftablifti- 
ment of monarchy. You difclaimed in the commencement, any 
interference in the fettling the f government of France; why do your 
Minifters prefume to exprefs then any opinion ? Is it not the immu¬ 
table right of every nation to form its own Government ? W9 do 
not reprefent the people of France; wc have, therefore, no voice 
on the ; your Minifters fay, that Sir Gilbert Elliot only ex¬ 

preffed himfidf in favour of monarchy ; curious expreftion did he 
not endeavour to revive monarchy by force of arms; and did he not 
with to obtrude a King over the French, contrary to their confent ? 
It was no wonder, my Lords, that the French people Ihould revolt " 
at the idea; they who never knew any thing but tyranny and def- 
potifm under their old monarchy, had fufEcient rcafon to be much 
averfe to the idea of reviving it. Much has been faid with refpc6L 
to religion; but let us hear what religion fays on the fubje£t of 
Kir^s. The ancient Monarchs were partial to w’ar; and the peo¬ 
ple of France, at prefent, do not fcruple to fay, that modem Mo- 
.narclis are not Icfs attached to this .abominable evil, this fcourge of 
the human lacc, which produces famine, and which fpreads havoc. 
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dlfmay and dcvaftation, through the unfortunate country in which 
it is carried on. I would afk the Reverend Prelates, what fays the 
Scripture ? I will inform them; I will read them a paflage from a 
book, to wluch, when their Lordlhips have any religious contro- 
verfy, they never fail to refer: 

And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the people, that alkcd 
of him a King. 

And he faid. This will be the manner of the King that fliall rt ign over 
you: He will take your Ions, and appoint them for hnnfcif, tor hjs cha¬ 
riots, and to be his horfeinen, and fome fliall runbeiorc lii:> chariotii. 

And he will appoint him Captains over thoulandt., and Captains over 
fifties, and will let them to car his ground, and to reap his harvefl, and 
to make his inftruments of war, and inilruments of his chariot . 

And he will take your daughters to be confe^ionarics, and to be cookir* 
nnd to be bakers. 

And he will take your fields and your vineyards, and your olive yards, 
even the beft of them, and give them to his lervants. 

And he will take the tenth of your iced, and of your vineyards, and 
give to his officers, and to his lervants. 

And he will take your men-lervants and your maid-l'crvanis, and your 
goodlicft young men, and your afles, and put them to his work. 

He will take the tenth of your llwep: ard ye fliall be his tcrvanls. 
■^•And ye fliall cry out in that day, bccau.e of your King which ye fliall 
have cliofen you: and the Lord will nor hear you in that day. 

Nevcrthelcfs, the \icople reft’.fed to obey the voice of Samuel; and they 
Lid nay, but we i i'lhavca King o\cr us. 

That we alfo may be like all the nations, and that our King may judge 
us, and go out before us, and light our battles. 

And Samuf 1 hoard all the wuids of the people, and he rehcarfed them 
in the ears of the Lord. 

And the Lord fiid to Samuel, hearken unto their voice, and make them 
a King. And Samuel laid unto the men ui Ifracl, Go ye every man unto 
his city. 

^ 1 . Samuel, Chap. VIII. Verfes lo, at. 

Your Lordfliips mny now view, in the 12th chapter, the confe- 
qucncc of their rcquclt-— 

Verfe igth. “ And nil the people faid unto Samuel, Pray for thy fer- 
• ** vanis unto the Lord thy CJod that we die not, lor vve have added unto 
** all our fins, this evil, to ulk us a King. 

“ And Saniui-I faid tinto the people, Vc have done all this wickednefs; 
“and if ye flilldo ivickedly, ye fliall be coniunicd, both ye and your 
King.” 

Such was the account which Samuel, by the declaration of tlie 
Lord, gave to the people of Ifracl, about the nature and office of a 
King, in order to dilfuade them from appointing i Kii^: we, on 
the contrary, affctSlcd to know better than the Deity what was good 
for the French, and were rcfolvcd to force upon them a king 
againfl their confent. Nay, to accoinpliih this objctSl, we were to 
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take meafures whidi violated every principle of civilized war, and 
which tended to the deftru^on of all fode^. Every art of mif- 
reprefentation was ufed, that could impofe on the public mind, 
and every mode of deception pra^lifcd, that could blind us to the 
real horrors of the war. But, my Lords, what can be fo cruel 
and fo unjuif, as tq call the chains around the necks qf this peo|.)e i 
What more inhuman than yoqr endeavouring to fupport your mea< 
fures, by exciting luch plots and cunfptracics. policy cannot war- 
rant fuch condu^ — the voice of reliipon exclaims againll fuch in¬ 
terference. 1 (hall be happy this night in having brought forward 
this motion , I (hall free myfelf from the imputation of agreeing 
with fuch a fentiment, and I (hall have the pleafure of fteing who 
thofe are, who can concur in fuch a propolition. We are now, 
my Lords, at iflue on the fubjeifl of war; from the commence¬ 
ment of which, to the prefti)t moment, has bten nothing but 4 
fydem of delulion on the part of His Majelly’s Mmifttrs.—The 
Scheldt was at firft made the ollenfiblc pretext for hollilities, w 0 
were told in the laft felfion, that the war would be merely defenfivp 
on our part, butwrl>at has been the cafe ^ Minidtis have difdaimid 
all fuch intention, and wc are at pjefent engaged in an attempt* i*» 
crulh the liberties of France What again, my 1 ords, I alk you, 
has this war been, but a fyllcm of delulion ^ I wdl r<^ad to you a^i 
expreflion, from a fpeech which I hold in my hand, it is the Ipu'ch 
of the Miniller, though it was delivered from the Throne, relitivc 
to the prote^ion of our trade; (here his Lordlhip read a part of the 
King’s fpeech) this fpeech boalls oi our fupciiority at fca, and fpcaks 
•in flattering language of our commerce being proteded ; but, my 
Lords, I hold in my hand a lift of your loftes, 1 ftnd that from the 
ill of February 1793, to the ill of February 1794,* the lofs of 
the Englifh Ihips at lea was, 

Englilh 410. French 326. Balance againft us 94. 

I have alfo, my Lords, examined how our commerce has been pro- 
te<fted from the ill of February, to the 29th of March, and I fiiyf 
ftill wc dre the lofcrs. How ftands the account ? 

Englilh 53, French 29. Bdance againft us 24. 

This, my Lord*;, is the manner in which our trade has been pro¬ 
tected. But this is only part of the dclufion; there is another af- 
ftrtion in this fpeech of the Miniller, to which I would draw your 
attention. The King hopes he may be able to cany on the war 
without any additional taxes; But what has been the cafe ? A mil- 
Uon has been raifed, new taxes have been laid on glafs, bricks, and 
paper; here are new grounds for complaints: the people are h^r. 
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dened with opprefRw taxation. I finll not notice how uneonfHtu- 
tional it was in Miniilers to mention taxes, till they came before Par¬ 
liament. I equally condemned the opprcfiivc taxes laid on by the 
late Lord Guildford, in the American war j ai d I declared then, 
what I declare now', that In the fame propciTtion that taxation in- 
creafes, icvcnucdiminifhcs; and this, my I>ords, for a plain rcafon, 
becaufe cveeflive taxation then increafed rmi'^sling, and reduced a 
million from the revenue; but you fay now, there is no danger of 
fmuggling, that the French tlicmfthes have put a ft«)p to it. Sup- 
jxjfe they altered tlieir fjflem, and gave a premium to every penoA 
w ho fri'ugglcd into tliis country, wliat the n w ould be the confequence^ 
Ccrtaliilv tills, }our icvenuc would be diminiflicd, and, 1 am well 
pcifuadtd, tfiat }ou would evtn, in ore year, find that jouwere 
two millions btckwaids in rt venue. You arc libcial incoiidemn- 
mg the procudings of the Fitiieh, \ou nil at their intent of an 
Aurnian Iiw, and )ou treat with obloquy their putting the property 
of the liii/cns under rcquifition. Thv,y are obliged to carry on 
war, and wlnt is this but making the w(alth\ citi/ens bear the bur- 
dvnof it, we inmate tlum pmly in that, for by laving a taxon 
corici.es, and other .irtlcks which add to tJic h.ippinels of tlic great, 
the rich fill the burden, and thtv contribute handfomely to defray 
the evj I nrc of tl e St.ire. t)n a fonntr night wlien I had the ho¬ 
nour of .uMrdhng von, I meivioncd the additional rile on the lands 
in Fr»mc . bit this idea fiemod tl en to be trea**^! with ridicule: 

t * 

many Aimed to tlii'ik that n«> purchiltrs c«Hild bepn-oured •, but I 
have in mv nand a papr which dimonfirates the value, thceftima- 
tion In winch lands aio held at pident: a lot which betore die re¬ 
volution was fold for 2 30»ooo livits, has been purchaled fmcethp 
rcvohftion, at 685,000 livi Tiie next thing to which t would 
call vour Lordrtiips’ attinnon is a Lucumftance of particular import¬ 
ance, 1 mean with refpet^ to guiqioivder, it w is .iffcrted at the 
'Ibmmcneemc.nt of the war, tli.ii 11 incc inufixicld for want of this 
jnccclfary rcqwtlite to carry on hottiittics ; but what is now the Cafe? 
Have wc not heatd, aiid do we not believe it to be true, that a late 
dilcovery of the chcinifls in that countr) hat. fully fupplied them 
with this article ? 1 hey have found out the art of making fairpetre, 
an art of the utmoft value of any invi ntion that has taken place in 
re^rd to war lince the difeovery of gnnpiwder itfclf. And have 
not the French at preftni, four hundred and twenty-five millions of 
pounds of gunpowder aclually in their flous, more than fufiicient 
for carrying on the campiign, thus, in> Louis, this bnve people 
ivill be ever fupplied witli tliis article, and thus tlic revolution has 



PARLIAMENtARY 



A. 17^ 


cccafioned an invention) greater tlian any other fince the original in* 
vention of gunpowder itfclf. 

To fupport this war, in which we had been plunged, the moft 
tmconditutional meufures arc attempted. Subferiptions arc fet on 
foot without the confent of Parliament; and I am t»)ld, that one of 
the Minifters in the other Honfe, intends bringing in a bill to em¬ 
ploy Frenchmen in defence of this countiy, and in fupp(»rt of his 
mcafurcs abroad ; r<ir, by \ihat I can Ic.jrn, has he c'X’n waited to 
afle dtc concurrence of Parliament; for lioufes arc abfolutcly open 
in Bride Lane, to rcciive any foreigners who may tnlift in the fer- 
vicc, and die bounty is already fptcititii as an entour.igen cnt. As 
fiw my own jiait, I fee no pofllblc advantage to he derived from tlic 
continuance in hodility; I air fl' ''"ked to think that a civiliicd 
country (hould wifli to accompliHi h. v>bje(?l by fuch barbarous inter¬ 
ference. If no ngud to eharai^kT, to honour, to Clairdanity, 
will urge you to reliiiquini tl'.is ftnlimont, at lead let the fear of re¬ 
taliation prevent your putting it inU) execurioii; if )ou arc actuated 
by no noble motive, at leali refledt on the diladcr you will bring on 
yourfcives; you will not dniy that the French base the means ('f 
letorting the injury; and \ou inav be furc they ciuinot be tame when 
galled by fuch oppreflivc ciuelty. I difclaim every idea of interfer¬ 
ence in the internal Governmenr of France. I low can } ou expect 
that any overture of amity can be ojieneil, whilft you pi m fuch abo¬ 
minable preye^ts r How mud the people of tint country reprobate 
that condu^ which induces you to attempt their dcdiuelion in fo 
ignominious a manner ? I w i(h the tnxips were recalled from their 
territory; the only means of putting a dop to the calamities of war. 
1 with to God fomething was done to check the confudon that muft 
be the confequcncc of a continuance of this war, in this kingdom: 
you Ihould feel, my Lords, the injury our commerce muft fuftain j 
you Ihould refleeft, that this country is dependant on her manufac¬ 
tures ; her paper currency is a principal part of her fupport. Take 
care, my Lords, liow you pufh things too far: you arc ignorant 
what the iituation of this countiy may be, fhould it have the misfor¬ 
tune of being convufed. All thefe circumftancts ihould induce your 
Lordfhips to weigh this melancholy bulincfs with unprejudiced hearts; 
you fhould recollect, that one of the leading articles of die French 
ConftitAtion was, that France would not interfere in changing the 
Government of any country; and that (he, therefore, would not 
fofid^r any country to interfere to cliangc hers: it is not a^redion 
th^ on her part, which excites this refentment on yours; Ihc has 
difuaimed diat, in which you arc determined to perfift; you con¬ 
demn in Others, wliat you purfuc yourfelvcs. As for niy ow’n part. 
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my Lords, t hold in the ftrongeft difapprobation, tke principle of 
interfering to excite civil war in that country; and diough I ftand 
iingle, 1 M*iU not be prevented from offering my fentiments on that 
fubjeft to tins Houfe. I hold in my hand a refolution (for I think 
it better to put this queffion in that (hape, than in that of a mcxioti) 
in vihich ffiould I be fu hippy as to fuccced, I will follow it up with^ 
a bill to regulate tire condud of Miiiiftr)'. If in the prefent in- 
ffanoe I fliould biing in a bill, the title of it would only appear on 
the Journ ils, but, by moving a refolution, however it may be re- 
jriffed, the nature ind rtifiming of the motion will remain. The 
nobk Lirl faid, tint he liad btgim with a quotition from the iermon 
of one right rcvcr*.nJ Pi elate, he would conclude with quoting to 
them from the poem ol another (the Bifhop of London) a paif.ige 
tlut did honour to his kcltng 

One minder ni<ikis n villain, 

Millmiis a 'icio, P.itic & irt piivilcjicd 
To kill, and numbers fiiutify the ciiiuc. 

Ah' why will i mrf toigtc that they uc mrn ^ 

4iid mm tint rhi> aic biithun ? vVhj dehi^nt 
In / •<>///!/' /air jue^ Whv U’mII the fus 
Ot iiat'i c, th It thould knit then louU together 
in one .ott bond ot amit\ and love' 

They }ct (lill bit ith di lhu«‘tion, fliU go on, 

inhum aih ingcniuu>, to find out 

New puns tni lilr, new tciiois tor the gnvc! 

AiniiLCis ot diaih * fiil'i moniichs dicam 
Ot univcii il t mpire growing up 
hioin univerial i iiin* Bl ift the dedgn, 

Orca'' God ot Hoils, nor let thy cieatuics fall 
Unpitied vuliins at Ambition's fliiiiit.!" 

The Earl of MANSFIELD declared, that he was concerned 
to be th(f innocent caufe of the extraordinary tiouble their Lordffiips 
muff lu\e had this day in attending to the laff noble D>rd s c\traor> 
dinnry r{x.cch. He aihtmed, that if he could have foRfLcn the 
conTequence, he would liave endeavoured, without varying his fen¬ 
timents, to find fomc language Icfs offenfive to the noble Earl, 
which would have prevented tlie prefent cxplofion. He had not 
certainly intended to provoke the noble Earl's temper by whit he 
had faid; but he had plunged into the mouth of i£tna, not volun¬ 
tarily like Empedocles of old, but unwittingly and without defign. 
It was hii, intention to fav, and he ffill licld the fame daffrine—> 
“ That if there were any conrulciable number of perfons in France 
who were willing to engage A\ith us to endeavour to rctcuc themfclves 
and their devoted country from the horrors of the anarchy by whjkrh 
it was now ddblated, upon the condition that Monarchy'ffiuuld be 
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rcAored, it his^ oinnKm,' not only that wt fhould fo engage 
them, and agree to th'e condition which they pfopofed, but that 
any fum of inonq’’, how cohiiderable foever, would be well and be- 
ncHcially employed in this fervice.’* Thcfc, his Lordihip declared, 
w'cre his opinions, and they w'cre fuch as he did not mean to foften; 
Probably they were fuch as would have more weigiit with the noble 
Lord had they come ftom him as Ci/isett Mansfield. He knew 
that any noble Peer who differed from him (Earl Stanhope) muft 
fall under the fuperior weight of his wtfdom y and that he muil be 
wrong, fince he w-as the true arid perfc<El iladdard, not merely of 
philofophy and politics, but of probity and honour. 'I'hty who 
were friendly to the prefent war had unuAial difficulties to encoun¬ 
ter. Opinions turned round upon them at every comet. If they 
laid the) believed tliat the people of France were divided amon^ 
thcmfelves, and that many were only refltainUcd by feat from avow¬ 
ing their genuine fentiments, it was inftantly and loudly pnKrIaimtd 
that all France nas againfi them; but when they propofed to put 
arms into the hands of the friends of found and real Government, 
-what, it was eKclaimcd, would )ou excite infurretflion in France? 
To what, he afkcd, did the noble I»rd*s motion gr>, brilliant as 
bis*language wa<i, and elevated as his mind r It was to caution the* 
Houfe not to voind Jacobinifm, to take care, aiU not interfire 
writh the caufe of Liberty. If trampling on all rights of civil foci- 
ety, if a contempt for that which tlic mort favage nation held faeved, 
was Liberty, France was tlie moft free nuion the world ever pro¬ 
duced. But he w'uuld not profiitutc »hc facred name of Liberty by 
faying that it cxified in France ; as well may he apply pietv to that 
people who offered up hinn.in facrificcs at the I'cmple ot Moloch. 
His Lordfbip declared, tliat he would not hefitate to move the jtre- 
vious cpicftion on the rcfulution, if he did not conceive thA fituaied 
as he was, it would come with more propriety from any other noble 
X<ord prefent, and though he w'cll knew the great powets of the 
noble Earl, he believed that in the prefent infiaiKc, as on fortber 
occafions, the great oak of the forefl would {land alone. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, I pcrfcclly agree, my I^rds, with 
what has fallen from the noble (Mansfield) wlio this night, 
as particularly alluded to, was particularly called on to reply to the 
po^lc Eail. 1 admire tlic manly and the eloquent manner in 
which he has fo completely anfwercd the noble mover, and 1 can¬ 
not but pcrfcdlly cuitKidc with his fentiments, and his arguments. 
But, my LordN,' I confi.fs I never heanl with fuch refentment any 
fpeech as that which has jufi been delivered. Sorry X am to fee 
the noble Ekul fuffering his pafllons to get the better of his rcafon; 
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and I lament that his judgement has not been ibgnlftted {«ti<fc^rcb 
and difcretion; I will not infult your undcrllandings, or difgracd 
my own, by replying at laige to the noble mover; your Lordihips 
have fecn through the object of the noble Earl; he would not put 
the cuftumary mi>tion—no, he avoided the ufual pradHce ; why ? 
nyt bccaufc it was iteccflhrv fi)r his purjjcfe, but becaufe, by putting 
it in the fhape of a rcfidution, he may have an opportunity of re¬ 
cording his fentiments in the Journals of the Houfc; but if your 
I^urddiips have a regard tor your proceedings, if you would wirti tO 
(cc your Journals pure and undained, (I believe I may fuggeft the 
proper mode for your proceeding) I would reommend, w'hen you 
have difinilTcd this rcfi>Iution, (wliich I have litrU* doubt your Lord- 
Ihius will,) you will not futfer a rcfoluiion penned in fuch a ftyle, 
to be entered on your journals. The noble Earl (Mansfield) haS 
lor perfonal motives declined making anv motion; but I fhall fol¬ 
low up the negatived refolution witli a motion to this purptife. The 
anjble Pi.irl has fiiid, he is fo happy in h.aving t)roijght forward this 
moiiiiii, that he may fee wlio are the friends of fuch a meafurc. I 
doubt not the.o, but he will u e tlic enrire Houfc agaiiift liis motion ; 
and I d.'Hibt n-.t, fn>m tlic (^pic.ion I have of Englilhmcn, that thu 
•^’oplc tiirougliout the couairy will equally cenfurc and condentxi 
his rcfidution. 

Earl S rANHOPE. Hear! hear! 

The LORD CiiAKCEl^LOR faid, if he rightly knew the 
dirp^'fitlon of tlnar f/jrdfijips, tliey v\ould be all avirfe td the en¬ 
tering fuch a refolution on the Journals : he was alfo much inclined 
to think they would be equally averfc to hear it read from the m'OoI- 
liick. He faw the mixture t)f indignation and compaflion with 
which tile noble mover's fpeedt Itad been received; his Lordfhip 
was ignor:«t how to ai^: if he faw the Houfe favourable to the 
idea of not hearing rite refoluti*>n a fccond time, he would adopt that 
mode, he thought it w'ould favc their Lordfhips’ feelings if fuch a 
meftfare was purfued. He faij, that if the fame language lud been 
.held in any other place, or committed to writing, and diftributed 
among the people, it would not only excite general abhorrence, but 
call down the puntlhment of the law upon the perfon who fpoke or 
who circulated it. He therefore, wi’h their pcrmifTion, wtxjld omit 
the preamble, and only put the refolution. His Lordthip Uien read 
the refolution, omitting the preamble. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, that this was not h>s motion. The 
noble and learned Lord hajl taken upon himfclf to alter a motion 
regularly made in that Houfc, by a pen in his place, and to put it 
in a mangled fhape, without any amendment having been prb|X)fed« 

Vot. XXXVIII. L'e 
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Thb he conceived to be completely inconfiftent, not merely 'with 
the forms ot‘ proceeding in that Houfe, but with the freedom of 
difouflion as a principle. Even in this curtailed and altered iliape, 
altered arbitrarily by the noble and learned Lord, he muil fupport 
the motion, and Chould therefore give his alTcnc to it. 

The motion then, without the preamble, was put and negatived, 
with only the content of Earl Stanhope. 

Lord GRENVILLE then moved, That the words of tho 
motion be expunged from the Journals"—-which was carried in the 
affirmative, ^wjth only the mt content of Earl Stanhope. 

Monday^ ']th April, 

. The Earl of LAUDERDAI^E faid, he was not in the Houfe 
on the laft evening of debate; but he had been informed of a cir- 
cumftance that took place on that occafion, w’hich gave him the 
moft ferious alarm. He had been informed, that by fomc means or 
other, that a part of a motion made by a noble Earl had been dropt 
between the time of its being moved and the time when it was put 
by the noble Lord on the wwlfack, without any diPtincl motion 
liaving been made for that purpofe. He conceived that it was one 
of the moft undoubted privileges of the Members of that Houfe tt* 
have their motions fairly put, that they might he adopted or nega¬ 
tived. This was a period, of all others, in w-hich it was moft nc- 
ceflaiy to take care that the privileges of that Houfe ftiould not be 
violated. Under that impreffion, he fltould certainly fubmit to the 
Houfe a motion upon that fubjedl—I'his appeared to him a point 
of filch importance, that he thought eycry other bulinefs ought to 
give way to it; for W'hich reaftai he would move to withdraw the 
notice he had given of a motion for to-morrowr, in order that he 
might then bring foiward his motion upon this fubjc( 51 . ^ 

The Earl of CAERNARVON faid, it appeared that the noble 
Lord himfclf could be alarmed, though he would not fuffer any 
other perfon to entertain any apprchcnlion. If the noble Lord had 
been in the Houfe on the occalion alluded to, he would have been 
fatisfted that the noble and learned Lord on foe w'oolfack had con- 
duiSled himfelf with tjie utmpft regularity. The Houfj; Jiad, in 
die moft diftiniff manner, teftiftjed their wifh not to have the preamble 
read ; and the learned Lord, in compliance with that wilh, had 
omitted it. As a fpeciftc motion was to be brought ftarward upoi) 
this bufinefs, he would no? fey more at prefent \ but otherwife he 
was prepared to jsnter at large into a vitfdication of the con,du<St of 
' |bc learned T-xird on the woolfeck. 

'pie piftiop of ROCHESTER doubted whetlier it wai rcgnlir 
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for the noble Lord to make a motion upon a fubjeift which pafTed 
upon a former occ<n1iun when he was not prefent. He concurred- 
with the noble Lord wlio fpokc lafl, in maintaining that the learned 
Lord had aeled with regularit}^ After the Houfe had been fatigued 
with hearing that tedious preamble read, the learned Lord propofed, 
as an amendment, to leave out the preamble; to which propofal die 
Houfe gave their moft unanimous approbatiem, and even the noble 
Earl (Stanhope) iHd not oppofe it. Nothing, diercfore, could be 
more regular than the whole proceeding, or more conformable to 
the privileges of that Houfe. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, that the notice which had been taken 
by the noble Earl of the pmceeding on Friday laft, was becoming 
his conftitutionnl zeal. The right reverend prelate was certainly 
right when he had faid, that even in its mangled and curtailal 
lhape, he could not object to the flighted and moft inconlldcrable 
part of his oivn motion; but he had faid at the time explicitly and 
clearly, that it was not the motion which he had made, that the 
noble r.ord on the woolfack had put to the Houfe. It was a mo¬ 
tion mangled and curtailed. .A.nd he muft declare that it was the 
moft unparliamentary, fcandalous, and even atrocious proceeding tliat 
ever took place in Parliament. 

1 lie LOKD CHANCELLOR called to order, and moved that 
the laft words be taken down by the Clerk. 

Strangers were ordered to w ithdraw. 

A W'.'irm debate tiiok place during the abfence of ftrangers, in 
which Earl Stanhope explained. He faid, that the noble and 
learned Lttrd had thought it perhaps the beft mode of juftifying his 
condu(ft to ftop him in the middle of a fcntencc, fo as to leave his 
meaning incomplete. He would repeat, therefore, w'hat he hSId 
faid, and w'hat he meant to fay. It w'as the moft fcandalous and 
jttrocious proceeding that ever took place in Parliament, if any 
fiich proceeding ever did take place in Parliament. His affer- 
tion wzs hypothetical. Juft in the fame way he might have him 
called to order, and have his words taken down, if he had faid, 
** Ihe prefent King, George III. lias no right to the Crown of 
“ thefc realms.” 'Phefe words, taken by thcmfelves, would have 
incurred the penaltis of feditien ; but if they were part of’a fentence, 
tlic remainder of which was, ** if the Aft of Settlement had not 
** paffed,” no man would fay that tlie expreflion was not conftitu- 
tional, correft, and true. 

Earl SPENCER in confequcnce of this explanation, moved to 
adjourn. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, that he would only add to 
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he had laid before, that the rules of the Kbufc had been, in 
his opinion, unaccounhibly departed from ; and that certainly he 
svould not fuffer any motion of his to drop in its paflaj^e either from 
faimfelf to the Chair, or from the Chair t(' the Houfc, whatever 
might be its fate in the hands of their Lordlhips when fairly put ta 
them. I'he Houfe adjourned. 

Tuff day t 8/7/ April. 

The bill to authorife the railing and arming volunteer corps to 
ferve within the kingdom, by fubfeription, being l>rought up from 
die Commons, it was read a Hrft time. 

I'hc Marquis LANSDOWNE declared his intentioh to oppofc 
this bill, as a mcaftire that was injurious to the Confiirution of this 
country \ and undcrflanJing tint the bill was to be read a fecond 
time on Friday next, his Lordlhip moved that all tlic Lords Ihould 
be fummoned for that day. 

The noble Manjals then obfevved, that various comments having 
been made on ids f.piiduet in another place, as w'cll as among rheir 
Lordihips, refpeeiing his pr.vt-e.lings in the vear 1782, on the 
fubjeCl of fubferiprions, Iieth<r.”.!;ht it incumbent upon him to prove * 
to their Lordliiips tlut no two maftev; on (.:nrh were more diametri¬ 
cally oppofirc, tiian the letters and anfwvTS in confequence t»f the 
prefent application to rh.o counties, anvl tlic letters and anfwcrs in 
confequence of the application to tlic coun:ie& wtun he h;;d tlie lio- 
nour to be firll Lord of liic Trcafnrv. 'l l.e prcfcnl mode he o»n- 
lidcred as a breach of the Confiiiurion, the former nic as ilrielly 
leg'll; and therefore he fliould lirfr move, “ tJiat an humble addv.Ts 
lliould be prefented to Ills Majcfly, praying lilin to <Iircol: that co- 
picsiof the letters fent by Tils M.ijefly's MiniOers in the year 1782, 
might be laid upon the table and then he fliould fubjoin, that 
the anfwers to thofe letters might nifo be laiil upon the table. 

The Earl of CAERNARVON faid, the noble Lord had noT* 
laid any grounds before the Houfe, to induce tlicm to grant the pa¬ 
pers for which lie had moved. It did not appear to him tliat they 
were at all nccclTary to enable their Lonlfhips to come to a deter¬ 
mination upon the merits of the prefent bill; and therefore he 
Ibould give the motion his negative. 

The Earl of DERBY conceived the grounds upon which the 
nobk Marquis had moved for the papers to be extremely obvious, 
and fuch as it appeared to him die Houfe could not in jullicc refift. 

, A kind of attack had been made upon the noble Marquis; and in 
V fupport of that attack, certain letters had been produced and read. 
i‘'The.objctSl of the noble Marquis was to refute that charge; for 
‘' purpofc he wilhed to have the whole of that corrcfpondcncc 
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laid before the Houfe, upon a part of which they had been tailed 
upon to form a judgenu nf. I'his requeft appeared to him perfetl- 
ly realbnablc, iie ftiould therefore give his vote for tlie produ6lkns 
of thofe papers. 

The Earl of COVENTRY faid a few words in favour of the 
motion made bv thi; Marqiiis of Lanfdownc. 

Lord GRF'NVILLE op^iofcd the motion, conceiving that the 
pajxirs called tor were wholly unnecelTary upon this oocafion. It 
•was true that he h.id maintained, that the prefent incafure adopted 
by Minillcrs, was llmilar to that ad'a»tevl by the noble Mar¬ 
quis in 1782 i and he was now ready to argue that point 
with any noble J.ord, bccair'e he was fiirc the two meafisres 
W'cre exatlly and pvtcifcly limilar; not, indeed, in every mi¬ 
nute part, but in tlic principle upon which tlwy w'crc founded. 
But at the fame time he wi!he<l itot to have it underihiod, that Mi- 


nillcrs had cited the calc of 1782 as a cafe upott which they meant 
t»» juflity their prefenr ]'klan ; but when they brought it forward, 
they cx[}c<SVed that all thofe wlio had agreed in t/ic propriety of the 
d*iV»fcripti(.n of 178?, would, ujxm tlic fame principle, concur in 
the prefent one. l lvs nree.fuvc was f -unlcd upon clear, diftinct 
conftitution-al j)vi:vipks, and not upon any one precedent in pani- 
cular, therefore it couhl not be iKCciiarv to hiv before lltc iioufe 
the papers now callcil for. 

The Manpiis of j.»ANSDOWNE again mentioned the propri¬ 
ety of his requeft, and appealed to the cantloiir of the Houfe, whe- 
tlier, after he had been atnicked, it was fait to vcfufc hint the means 
of defence. With refpei'“l to the fuppvtfed fimiiarity between die 
two mcafur«s, tvhenever tbc qiieflion came fully before the Houfe 
for its dilcuiVion, he would undertake to prove, in the moft fatis- 
fadtory manner, that they were as dilFintilar as two rncafurcs coulJ 
one was llriclly conftitutional, and the other was dirciftly 
the reverfe. 

, The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, he had^lwavs undcrflood 
that it w as the nnqucrtii'.nable right of any perfon accufed, and when 
part (if the charge againft him was founded upon any paper, that 
he might call for the whole of that paper, in order tliat he might 
ihew from the wJiolc context, that the meaning which had been put 
ujun the part produced was not that which fhould faiily bo drawn 
from the w'holc. If that was a principle of juft ice, and he could 
oot conceive how it could be denied, then it was clear that the noble 


Marquis had a right to demand thofe papers upon which his defence 
was to be founded. 'Fhc Minifters had, upon this occafion, in 
his opinion, adopted a condadt as extraordinary as it was impoliiic, 
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becaufe they were elbblithing as a principle, that Minifters mightf 
produce the papers of their prcdeccffors, or fo much of them a» 
ferved the purpofc of thew arguments, and at the feme time refufe 
fo produce the remainder. He had always undcrfto<id, that w’hen- 
Minitiers came into office, fliry had a right to ufc the papers of their 
predcccflbrs for their individual information, but that they had no 
rigiit to produce thofc papers publicly, except for the purpofc of pub¬ 
lic jufticc. 'Minifters lliould be cautious iwvV they fet an example 
to future Minifters to treat tliem in a fimilar manner. 

The Earl of CARLISLE faid, the whole miftakcupon this fub- 
jcdl arofe from fuppefing that the noble Marquis had been attacked ; 
whereas the dircCl contrary was the fudi—-for he conceived that no¬ 
thing could be a greater compliment to a man than to follow his 
example. So far, therefore, from cenfuring Ins conduct, Mini¬ 
fters had given it the ftrongeft marks of their approbation, by adt- 
ing upon the feme principles. He thought the noble Marquis would 
find fome difficulty in maintaining and proving his propofition, that 
the two ineafures were not in th« ir nature fimilar: and ftill more 
difficulty would he find in proving the propriety of the rcfufal yf - 
Mr. Secretary Fox to produce the papers in 1782, and then to 
ai^ue upon the impropriety of fueh a rcfufal by tlie Minifters in 

1794. 

The Earl of DERBY contended, that it was obvious that the 
noble Marquis had been accufed, becaufe his condudl in the year 
1782 had been compared with a mcafurc which he ftlie Marquis 
of Lanfdowne) had reprobated as utterly irrcconeilcablc with the Con- 
ftitution of the kingdom. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE faid, that thofe \j’lio accufed 
him of not laying before the Houfe any groumls for the produdfion 
of the papers in queftion, had forgotten that he had declared, that 
his only rcafon for not ftating his rcafons was, becaufe thejc ’'’’re 
anodier queftion of great importance to be difeufled that day, and 
not becaufe he ha<ftio reafons to offer. A noble Iword bcliind him 
(la^rd Carlifle) had faid, that inftead of being accufed, he was 
complimented by Minifters. Tliat noble Lord had infinitely more 
knowledge of the world, and much greater abilities to npply that 
knowledge, than he had ; and to that noble Lord it miglit appear, 
that a bliarge of inconiiftcncy and change of political opinion was a 
compliment; but fo completely old-faftiioncd were his opinions, 
that he was extremely anxious to maintain his charadlcr for con- 
fiftency and uniformity of political fentiment. He once more left 
Ids caiie in the breaft of every noble Lord, and hoped their .candour 







woOld not preclude him* from the means of defence, after having 
been (b fcriouflv accufed. 

Earl STANHOPE fpokc in fui^port of the motion, and faid^ 
that rather than have the whole queftion negatived, he would pro- 
pofe to divide it, and put the queftion firft upon the produ^ion of 
the circular letter, to which he thought there could be no objection. 

Lord AUCKLAND f:iid, he had not yet heard any goixl reafoii 
sftigned why thofe papers (liould be'produced; he was therefore 
averfs to thdr produ' lion. He w^as iv»t acquainted with the nature 
of the anfwcrs tnnfmittcd to the letter of 1782 ; but as Minifters 
had ftated that fome d mg::r and inconvenience might arife from their 
being made public, he thought the Houfe ought to be fatisfted with 
that reaf m, particularly ns tlie period was not fo remote as to pre« 
elude the p;^filhility of danger. 

Lord GKENVILF/E faid, he had no objecHon to produce tbc 
letter and plan of 1782, but not bccaufc they were necclfary upon 
jthc in'clent occailojt. 

'Phe Marquis of 1. \NSDOWNE now moved that fhe letter and 
plan of 1782 be laid u^nm the table. 

This luoiion was tlicn put, and agreed to. 

■wr, The motion for the proiludiion of the anfwcrs to that letter was 
next put; upon which the Houfc divided, 

For die motion, S ; ^ainft it, 56. Majority, 48. 

The order of the day being read, 

'Fhc Earl of T,AUDERDALE obferved, that he was about to 
trcfpafs on the patience of tiieir Lordftiips, in bringing forward a 
motion which involved in its conliilcration the honour of their Lord-- 
Ihips, and the credit and dignity of the Houfc. If, he obferved, 
itherc was over a time that the orders, the forms, and the privileges 
of the Houfe fhould be flricHy and pertinacioully adhered to, it was 
the prefent. There ftiouUl nothing be permitted to occur that ftiould 
deftroy tlic folomnityof their difeuftions, or prejudice their procccd- 
in the broaft of the Public. He had antecedently given notice 
^of bringing hirward a motion which he would wave, to fubftitute 
one relating to the orders and forms of Parliament. What at pre¬ 
fent occupied his attention was a matter to which he m ifhed he could 
rlo that jufticc which its iinix>rtancc demanded. It related to the 
maintenance of their privileges agajnft the encroachments offered to 
the forms of the Houfe. If they were not regularly adhered to, he 
obferved, that there was an end to the liberty of debate. If the 
forms (if Parliament were not obferved, the Public could not be a 
jU‘!ge of the pnx:eciHngs of tlijeir Lordftiips, if their morions were 
tq be gltcrcc) cjj: garbled according tp the fancy pf any individual 
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What had induced him, he faid, to offer th'efc obfervations, wa« 
what he was affured had taken place on Friday lal^, with refpe£t to 
the motion made by his noble friend (Lord Stanhope.) He under¬ 
wood on that evening, that fomchow or other his motion had been 
put with the mod efiential part expungt'd or omitted. This was fo 
lingulat a circumdancc, and lb novel in its nature, that it was Tcally 
of a nature which he had not words to doHne. Whit the nature 
of the motion was, certainly was foreign to the fubjcct of debate; 
if it were the moll ablurd and rMiciilous thit pi^iTibly could be ima¬ 
gined, he main»^iined that it fhould have been fuhmifted bi the Houfe 
in tlic prcelfe lang ngc of the mover. If the m di'in was imfi. for 
the Houfe to hear, it could have been dif|iofed of by the previous 
queflion ; but the Houfe hid not a right, he infilled, luilher hid 
any individual a right, to .i1t«r the contlriu.Hon, or v try the wi’nls 
of the morion, if the inonon was cvci foilaik and hlick, vhioh 
as net being prefenr, l.e cr-uld noi fiv it vvis, it flionld not, he ar¬ 
gued, beahcieil. It any n»fblc Loid, in tlie he it of debate, fliouUi 
be led into anv' w.iniuli ot' 1 iiimwge ta Vihcmonee, he niav be calhd 
to order, but nothing rouM warrant a faerifice of the forms of the 
lloufe as a pimilhmcnt. The cr^.dit of the Houfe, or of any Af- 
fembly, dept'ndcd on a (In * adherence to its forms ; and therefos* • 
he mult proteft agiinft the pnKcedings of that n’ght. it was the 
privilege of every hfember in the Houfe, he infilled, to date any 
motion he had to nuke in .<nv words he thought jropiT, and there 
were precedents in both Houfes of P uliamenr, vhiehdtmonftrateil, 
that this was a piivilcgc that cverv Member in both I foufes enjoyed. 
His Lordfliip obferved, tint in the Houle of Peer-., the Houfe Ihouid 
be particuUriy tenacious not to fufllr its Speaker to fiirpals the pow¬ 
ers with which he is invellcd by the Conllitutioii; the more fo, as 
he was appfnntcd by the Crown; while in the lower Houfe, the 
Speaker was clcidcd by the Commons. I lis Lordlhip next adverted 
to the precedents of 1620 and 1677. The Spiakcr, he faid, 
havin'declined putting the tpicllion, bccaufc the King font an oiutc 
to adjourn, was fcvercly ccnfuied in a fiibfequent fiflionbf PaVlii-^ 
ipent, and it was aiferted, that the King had nothing whatever to 
do with the Speaker; and one of the Members obferved, that as 
the Speaker had thought fit to take care of the King, it behoved 
the Members to take care of themfelves by reproving him for his con- 
dudl. Sir Thomas Clarpjs, in fpeaking of the qucllion, obferved, 

•* That the Speaker had ufuriied more of the atteniion of the Houfe 
than any other Member, by giving his opinionbut if tliat opinion 
was to be confidcred as the fenfc of Parliament, and his patter was 
tftfupply them with fentiments, dicre was an end to Che rights and 
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privileges of the Houfe; for the Speaker could mifreprefent to the 
Public, the proceedings of its Members, and thus would the idea 
of reprefentation be defhojred. In adverting to the. circumftance 
of Friday, his Lordrtiip faid, that he had been told that the fenfe 
of the Houfe had been taken by certain figns or looks. He could 
not anfwer for this mode, neither had he learned whether a long 
countenance cKpreATed the previous queftion; or a frown, a negative; 
or a fmile, an affirmative. There was much difficulty, he con¬ 
ceived, in afeertaining the fcnliincnts of the Houfe by this new 
mode; and he confefled that he was not phyfiognomift enough to 
know what conftruiflion to put on tlic countenances of Members. 
But there was one circumftancc that rendered it dill more difficult: 
he could not, for his part, conceive how the countenances of proxies 
could be confultcd. Here the noble Lord quoted the paffage in the 
Critic, where Lord Burh'igh is introtluccd, and ujxin whofc lignifi- 
cant nod fo much of the fate of Spain is made to depend ; as if the 
noble and learned Lord on the woolfick could difeover, from the 
njxls and gefturcs of «>thcr noble Lords in that Houfe, enough to 
enfure by his conduit and manner of treating the motion of that day, 
"Tiie fafery of tlic Britifh empire againlt the attacks and principles of 
French Republicaniini. He regretted that one noble Vifeount 
(Sydney) was not in his place, fo aide to comprehend and ready to 
j.‘radlifc that mode of dccilion \ for if it was a good one, he certainly 
was one of the wif'ft and grtateft Statefmen that ever appeared in 
that Houfe. His Tyordfhip declv.red, that, feiioully fpcaking, there 
Could be no ajwlogy oflTered for the neglcit of forms. With regard 
to the circurnftance which had called forth his ittention, if it were 
admitted, the Clerk at their Lordfliip’s table might fay, that he 
woultl not c(t|)y a prutefl which was not conformable to his own fen- 
timents ; for he certainly had as nuich light to take fuch a liberty 
as the Speaker of the Houfe had authority to alter the propofition 
moved by any of their Lordfliips. He would for thefe rcafons con¬ 
clude by moving, “ That it was the duty of the Speaker of the 
Houfe to put the motion made by any noble Lord in the words of 
the mover ; and that he (liould take the fenfe of tlic Houfe, agree¬ 
able to the form of Parliament, by calling on the contents, and 
not contents." 

Lord THURLOW complimented the noble Earl in the pitoper 
and candid manner in which he had brought forward his motion \ 
as far as his arguments went as to the nccelTity of a ftriA and in¬ 
violable obfcrvancc of the orders of the Houfe, there could be no 
difference of qiinion in that Houfe ; and therefore he approved'bf 
VoL. XXXVIII. ‘ Ff 
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fhe motion, bat not to ib great an extent as the noble Earl had CAtn 
ried it. For he did hot think that the Speaker could be bound by 
duty to put any quefliion diat mi^t be moved, in fuch direct terms 
as to come tf) the dcclflon of content or not content upon it at once; 
but at the fame time when fuch queftions occurred as might make.it 
right, and neceflTary that th^ ihould not be put at all, there was a 
manner, or rather there were many methods ofgcttingridof them 
in a regular way, and which ought always to be preferred to any de¬ 
viation from the general and edablilhcd pra«51icc of the Houfe: die 
firll: was to take down the words, and when that was done, no dif- 
-M- Hon could be proceeded upon till that was dirpafcd of. Another 
w'.ts, that if any thing rafli, indecent, or improper to be difeuifed, 
was brought forward in a motion, the previous queftion could be 
movevl uj)on it, and by either of thefe methods it never could come 
to the qucftiori of content or not content. He confidcred it perfe^dy 
irrcgvilar to allude <'11 a fubfequent day to what had paifed on a former, 
but he fliould conlidcr any decifion to be falfe that was come to upon 
any qucfiiun, the w<jrds of which had been altered from the original 
motion given in by the mover. He confefled he entertained doq|)|r^.. 
rcfpedhng tlic proprit ty of expunging motions from the Journals on 
the fame day they w'crc entered there; but he was clearly of opinion 
that not a fyllablc could be left out of any motion that was given to 
the Speaker to he put for the decifion of the Houfe : there exilled 
no privilege to alter it. Having faid thus much, he wifticd it not ^ 
to be undcriluod, that if any perfon was to ufe the language of inde¬ 
cency, irreligion, or treafon in a motion, the Speaker was obliged 
to put that quellion to the Houfe; but in thefe cafes he had pointed 
out different regular ways of getting rid of it. Approving therefore 
of the noble Earl’s condud, though not going along with him to the 
extent of his motion, he thought that upon a due conOdcration of the 
fubjodl, it was beft to let it remain juft where it was. He ,iaf&uld - 
conclude >by moving the previous queftion. 

The Earl of KINNOUL (Lord Hay) faid he was prefent bn 
Friday night, and declared, tliat it appeared to him that the noble 
and learned Lord had conduifted himfolf with the utmoft propriety, 
and had only cpnformcd to wliat was the univerfally-dcclared wifh 
of the Houfo. 

The Earl of CAERNARVON thought it ftrange that the noble 
Lord (Lauderdale) fhould come to the Houfe to cenfure a proceeding 
that pafled unanimoufly, of which the noble Earl could have no 
other account but from memory, and which was in a non-en‘- 
tiqr, noveilige of it remaining on dieir Lordlhips* Journals. This 
was drawing conclufions from falfe premifes, and ill fuited die dig- 
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ni^ of the Houfe to attend to. His Lordihip defended the conduct 
of the Chancellor, who afted on that occaiion by what mig^t, in 
every fenfe of the word, be called the unanimous oonfent of die 
Houfe, and who appeared to lum to have no other niotivc4han that 
of wifhing to procc^ in the moft lenient manner towards the noble 
Lord who made that extraordinary motion. 

Lord CARLISLE doubted whether this was a queftion in which 
it woldd be proper to put the previous queftion. He wifticd to 
add his approbation to tliat cxpieiTcd by the odicr noble Lords, 
with refpcdl to the conduft of the learned I/ird, which appeared to 
him pcrfciSily confident with the order and dignity of the Iloufc, as 
well as its forms. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, it mi^t be expeded that he would 
fay a few words upon this fubjed. In confequence of what had 
fallen from different noble Lords, he was particularly called upon 
to explain, and give to thofc who did him the honour of fupporiing 
him, every information in his power. One noble Lord had talked 
>. a great deal of the preamble, and the refolution, urging that one 
was a contradidlion to the otlicr, .ind confcquently mufl be divided, 
before the coninits and non-cortents could be taken , liis Lordihip 
lamented tliat it did not appear on the Journals, in order that he 
might vindicate hiinfi If againft any charge brought againft himj 
in his own mind, he was convinced of the impoifibility of the me- 
moty retaining furficient for any perfon to gmund an au*uf.ition 
againil him, liis Lonfiliip would fuppofe it poilible, not that it 
could happen in this Iloufc, that the Prefident of an affcmbly was 
to take a motion midc b) an individual, and after reading it to 
himfclf, and not pcrfertly agreeing with it, ihould in a nge ftamp 
it undcf his feet, the Member who had made the motion would at 
lead think it not ptrftfllv regular, but in his o]>inion it would not 
be worfc than taking the fenfe of the Houfe by the countenances of 
their Tairdfliips. He would go farther, and infill that the manner 
in which his rtfolutions wcic treated, was fairlj grinning the quef- 
tion out of countenince. ife would not trcfi^alson their patience 
any longer than b\ faying, which if he was not right, he could be 
currci^lcd by a noble Lord, who hid been Speaker of the other 
I loiifc, that if in the democratic Houfe below, am motion w^s 
made which the Speaker for tlic Commons did not apptow, ami he 
(liould endeavour to colic(Sl tlie fenfe ot the HouU b> the fi«\s of 
the Members, ho doubted much if they wotdd not rih* in a ’vafs, 
and pull his wig from his head, lituited as lie was, it would not 
become him to fay more on the fubjedl. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, he liad hopcil, after tlie ftiui g 1 ir.t 
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wWdi the noble Lord had received of the opinion of the Houfe rc- 
q)e4^ing his motion, that he wouid have reflcdlcd fciioufly upon his 
Gondudf, and have apologifed to that Houfe for bringing it forwrard. 
After the*very able and din;in(Sl; manner in which the noble and 
learned Lord (Thurlow) had fpoken upim this point, it was unne- 
ceflary for him to Aiy much upon the fuhjctH. Hir. Lordfliip then 
proceeded to ftatc a variety of inftancos in both Houfes of Parlia¬ 
ment, in which it was n.;: abfolutely ncct ifary for the Speaker to 
take the opinion of the Houfe in the ufual formal way. The man¬ 
ner in which the motion was worded, rendered it dilTicuit for Iiim 
to give it a decided negative or aflent. When he found this bufinofs 
was to be brought forward, he expected ir would have been done by 
a motion for a cenfure upon the noble and learned Lord : if fo, he 
Tvas prepared to Ivivc propofed a morion of approbation in npp()fiilun 
to it-—a motion w’hiell he wMsfurc would h ive met with the decid¬ 
ed fupport of the Hoafe. Ffe e;>;ieliuh d \virh moving toadjourn- 

The Marquis of J<A.NSDOWNL faid, that afor wl'.at h.v,l 
fallen from a noble and learned J/ird earlv in the debate, it was 
impoihble for him, or any other pciTon, t'< a<ltl weight lo fueii ar-^ 
guments. As far as regarded tlie <»ider and regulatity oi pnKCcd- 
ing in that Houfe, what h.'.d f.dicn from that noble and learned 
Lordi fhould never be deviated from. 'I'hc noble ^hirquis, with¬ 
out going into the debate of the former day, ftated, that to all thofe 
who underllood the, book from whicii fjuotttions had been made 
that day, itmuft appeir, that inthebiok of Samuel, and the pio- 
per application of what was there faid of King'^, there w'as much 
folid wifdom and ufcful information. He had feen the motion of 
the noble Lord, and thought that if fome (Irong expreffions wrere 
pken from it, it would have contained nothing more than what had 
often been faid with impunity in both Houfes of Parliament. He 
paid snany compliments to the noble Earl (Stanhope) and his famil}';, 
on their private and public virtues, and agreed with Lord Thurlow 
that the beft w^ay was to let the matter remain juft as it was; he was 
therefore for the previous quctlion. 

Earl MANSFIELD declared his entire approbation of the con- 
dudlof the Lord Chancellor, and voted for the queftion of aiijourn- 
ment. 

The Lord CHANCELLOR requefted the indulgence of the 
Houfe for a few minutes, upon a fubjcdl: in which he perfonally 
vfalr fo much implicated. With rcfpe<5t to the queftion of order, 
nqdiing could be more clear than that it was not neceifary to put the 

J icftion of content or not content upon every point. It w’as necef- 
ry to confult the Houfe, by afking. Is it the pleafure of the Houfe 
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that fisch a thing ihoiild be done? and if no Lord diffented, then 
the thing was ordered without puttir^ the quellion—For inftance, 
when a meflTuge was to be received from the Commons, the queflion 
was not put, content or not content: previous to the meflTcngers be¬ 
ing admittetl, the Speaker only fays, Is it the plcafurc of the Houfc 
that the meffengers be called in? If no Lord oppofes their being 
called in, then they arc introduced without firthcr quertion. His 
Lordlhip ftated fcveral other inftanccs of a fimilar nature. He next 
adverted to the circumftanccs wiiicli took place on Friday. He faid, 
he was in th.i* jinigcincnt of the Houfc, whether he did not act in 
conformity to the fenfe of the Ifoufc, very ftrongly and very una- 
niinoufly cxprcHed ; He was alfo induced to hold that conduct, 
fi ''n; a wifii to udiopt the roolt lenient rncafurcs towards the noble 
Lord himfclf. His Lordfhij) coneLidCil with thanking the fcveral 
noble Peers in particular, and the Houfe in gcjicral, for the fupport 
they had given him; and fn J ir ;ilw.u’s had been, and always (lioiild 
he, his itiidv to deferve a conrinuati'un of that fup^xart, by a ltl•i^^t 
adberenee to tiie duties of ih' otUee v.iileh it was his lot to fill. 

'J'hs Karl of LA'JDEP.DALK cioied the debate by expn'ning 
his thanks to the nolde and learned Lord who fjvike early in the de¬ 
bate, ami whofe arguments preveotod liim from going more into the 
quedion. One point he's idled to explain, as it feemed in the courfe 
<jf the debate to be niiuinderrtood : he bad never made any liarHi 
obfervations on the moriiin avhich his noble friend maiic on Friday 
lafr ; bceaiir.', nor being prefent, he could not fhink himfclf jufti- 
fied in giv'ng any (^pinion upon it at all: what he had faid was, that 
had if been as bad us it could be, the treatment it met wida was 
equally re pjrhcnl’.ble. He had only fan her to add, that, conuder¬ 

ing that as a quedion of tlic grcalclh imjxirtanoc, he had allowed it 
to talie place of his notice whicli ftood for that day on another fub- 
(rcfpceling MclTrs. Muir and Palmer) which from the preffurc 

other pnl 'iic hutlncfs, he now found he could not bring forward 
, fooncr tiiaii that day fe'nnight: he ihercfore moved that the Lords 
be fummoned for 'ruefday next. 

'I'he queftion of adjournment was then put, and carried without 
a divifion.—-The Houfc adjourned. 


No debate. 


U'eJiuJdyiy^ <)th April. 


Tiur/Jayt I oih April. 

The Earl of MOIRA reminded the Houfc that he bad, in the courfe 
the lail fdTiun, brought in a bill, which was dropped, on its being 
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agreed that the Judges ihould prepare a report upon tihe fubjed);, on 
which a new b ill Aiould be framed. No fuch report had been 
made; and he now troubled their Lordfhips, merely to ftate to 
them lus mod anxious wKh that it might very ihortly be made, 
when he hoped that fome noble Lord would take up the fubjed, as 
he, from his prefent engagements, ihould be prevented from doing 
fo. He aiTured the Houfe, however, that had he been aware that 
the military operations for which he liad held himfelf in readinefs, 
would have unfottunately been fo long delayed, he ihould, before 
the prefent period, have brought the fubje£t forward. 

Lord KENYON replied, that the learned Judges had not ne¬ 
glected the fubjeCt; and believed he might take upon himfelf to af- 
furc the noble Lord, that they would very fliortly prefent their 
anfwcr to the Houfe ^ .uid he would alfo aifure the noble Lord, 
tl)at, fhould his military duty (Kcafton his abfcnce at the difeuflion, 
nothing ihould be wanting in him to endeavour the attainment of 
that dtiinible meafure, which the noble Lord had fo vaimly and 
laudably un(ki taken. 

The Duke of NORFOLK moved, that the Houfe iltould rc- 
folve itfclf into a Committee of the whole Houfe to rcamfider How- 
ard\« Divorce bill. 

This being dune, the Clerk read the bill, paragraph by para¬ 
graph, to die claufc which badardl^cd the child of which Lady 
Ihmard was now' pregnant. 

Lord KENYON chjcClcd to tliis claufc, as contrary to the 
t flabliihcd law- of the land, and infifltd, lliat to pafs it would lay 
tl'iw n a moft dangerous precedent. The ladv had eloped from her 
huA)arid on a certain day ; and the child, of whicli ihe was now 
pugnmt, was on the eve of being brought into the world, within 
rt’c ufual time of her lail cohabiting with her huiband, yet was the 
cl tid to be ballardi^cd. He faid, he tried this caufc in its ihige 
thii-nch the King’s Bench, and much lamented the unhappy fitua- 
ti*'n of the parties. But he muft not facnfice the jufticc of the law 
tv private feelings, nor admit that it w'as le'gal to baftardizc, 
uuvl r the circumftances of the cafe, die ifliic of which the lady 
was now enfeint. The law of the laiid laid it down as a rule, that 
tho limited time was forty w'ceks, but in certain cafes it had been 
proved, anti he cited one, when through night, a w’oman had 
gone nine d lys more. But by the prefent bill, even die forty weeks 
were not allow’cd, although it was underdood and credited as a 
iat^, due Mr. Bingham had no criminal cunncClion with the laoy 
uft:U the day (lie eloped from her huiband, and from that day to 
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the day on which the child was to be ba(hrdized it did not make 
nine months. 

The Duke of NORP'OLK pointed out ihe very great injui!^ 
that might be done to his family by impofing a fpurious heir to in* 
herit the title and cflatc. He was clear, in his own mind, that 
the claufe of baftardy was a juft one. He cited the cafe of Stewart** 
Divorce bill as a proof that die chiufc of baftardy was a right one ) 
but t> obviate ail objedlions, he was willing drat the claufe (hould 
ran “ it the child was born after the 30 th of April,” which would 
make it agreeable to tlic learned Lord’s idea of forty w'ceks and nine 
days. 

Lord AUCKLAND wms clearly of opinion, that the law> in 
every particular cafe, ftiould never be drained to over-rule its gene¬ 
ral principle; and therefore he was clearly of opinion, with the 
nolftc and learned 1 /ord, that die chufc ot baftardy ought not to be 
admitted. He faid, the cafe of Mr. Stewart was not in point, and 
was-4r'\eEy bad J>rteedcnt. 

The LORD CHANCKI.LOR thought, that there were fomft 
exceptions, in which baftardy might be admitted, although the 
child was born in wedlock, and, as an inftance, in the cafe of Mr< 
Stewart, when the ladv had clo][)cd fiom her Imfband, had a ddld 
in another kingdom by a Mr. Brilfow, tw’o years afterwards, and 
when with child by another perfon, becaufe the huiband found hef 
out, had that child chriftentd in his name, becaufe they had beeft 
found together. In this cafo, furcly it was prudent to baftardize 
the iftiie. His Lordftiip thought, the beft way w'ould be to file 
bill, and record the ev idcnce, fo as to prove at any future day at 
what time the laft co-habitation was, and at what time the child 
wras born. Then the baftardtzing claufe would not be requiiite* 

The Duke of NORFOLK rofe to reply—and here 

The Biftiop of ROCHESTER moved that the Ilotefe ftiould 
be cleared of all ftrangers. 

The bulinefs was poftponed until Monday. 

Fridayy I ifh April. 

Lord GRENVILLE moved, that the V’oluntccr Corps bill b« 
read a fecond time. 

Tile Marquis of LANSDOWNl' fu<i, he expelled that Mi- 
nifters, in bringing forward this mcafurc, would have llatcd the 
grounds upon which they had brought it forward ; but as they had 
not thouglit proper to do fo, they lud coirix'lled him to guefs at 
what they would fay, and to anfwcr by anticipation to their argu¬ 
ments. The Minifters having laid bcfoic the Houfe die citcular 
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.jkCtcr of 17 8 2, he would now prove to the Houfe the complete and 
• total difference which cxifted between that and the prefent plan. In 
. the ffril place, he would ffatc, that betbre he had adopted that 
meafure, he had (aken the opinion of a lawyer of the ffrff authority ^ 
he meant the late Lord Affiburton ; his opinion he had now in his 
hand, completely juftilying the legality of the mode of condudtpur- 
fued on that occafion. The difference between the two plans was 
this, that the letter which he had fent in 1782, was for the purpofc 
of obtaining information from dilFcrent parts of the country, and a 
great deal of valuable information was obtained by it. The plan 
fubmitted to the confidcratiori of the people in his letter, was not 
that tlicy (hould fubferibe money, but tliat they flioiild arm them- 
fclvcs, and perform their excrcife at the inofl convenient time. In 
thefc points, the difference between that mcafurc and the prefent 
was obvious. By the plan of 1782, the officers w’cre to be ap¬ 
pointed by the Chief Magiftrates of the various towns, &c. in the 
prefent inllancc, the (jfficers were to be aj^pointed b\' th^ 
through the medium of the Lord lacutcnant—a circumltancc which 
did not add to the popularity of the mcafurc. 'I'licfc were the 
grounds upon which lie had taken upon himfclf to fay, that tlic two ’ 
plans were in their nature cflentially different. He W'ould now 
beg leave to fay a few words upon the prefent bill. It was faid rliat 
this was a voluntary fubfeription: but it required no great judge¬ 
ment to know, that a fubfeription recommended by His Majclly's 
Miniffers would come to many perfons prclfed fo ffrongly that they 
could not refufe them : their power, patronage and inlluencc were 
too extenfive to admit of Vniich free-will in a contiderablc part of 
the kingdom—If there fliould happen fo be in oppofftion, a man of 
public charailer and eminence, and that man (hould jMiircfs a the¬ 
atre, how cafy was ;t lor any cunning man in the fervice of Adnii- 
niffratinn to threaten him with a tax upon that fpccics of property i 
The noble Marquis then adverted to the principles of the war, and 
contended, that the prefent afpeel of affairs w'as fuel) as ought Uj in¬ 
duce Miniffers to feck the iirff opportunity of making a peace.-— 
‘‘'Jtie then proceeded to eenfure the conduit of Miniffers towards the 
neutral powers, which he contended was arbitraty in the extreme, 
pardcularly towards the Grand Dukoof Tufeany, to whom, he 
had been informed by a correfpondent, whofe name he would not 
mention, the moft violent and arbitrary fyftem of conduct had liccn 
adopted. Having preffed thefe points at confidcrablc length, he 
concluded with hoping that fome noble Lord w'ould move a claufc, 

III, make it legal to enter ioto fubferiptions of this nature. 

I Lord ABINGDON faid, my Lords, happening to be in the 
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country W’hen the motion was made the other day by a noble Eatl^ 
of this Hotife, ** for cenfuiring die meafure of granting to'the Ekectr^ 
five Government any private aid, benevolencei or- fubKiriptiOft,* 
for public purpofes, vHthoiit the confent of Parliament,”- arid hast-’' 
ing formerly (that is in the year 1778) moved a propofiition of Kke^ 
import to your Lord(hips, and troubled the Fioufe with my feriti-' 
ments ujwn it; it is for this reafon that I have now upon the late’ 
occalion to regret my abfence from the Houfc ; for meanii^, • had I 
been prefent, moft decidedly to have voted for the previous quedion, 
that w'as then put and carried, I fhould at the fame time have 
had the opportunity of explaining the rcafons and motives of my vote. 

But let it not be prefumed, that, in giving this vote for the pni- 
vious queftion, I flinuld, in any one w'ord or thought, have chang¬ 
ed the opinions which I had before held and maintained; th^ 
were too well grounded on fa£ls, and too well fupported by autho¬ 
rity at the time, for me, by any novel arguments now, to have dc- 
paptC?(h£>ilcifV« from thofe opinions; fadls which the country has 
ever lince I^d abundant rcafon to deplore, and authority, the great- 
nefs of which none will difputc, when I fay, that I have now the 
ftttisfatdion of having in my pofieffion a letter to me, from that great 
and illuflrious ftatefman the late Earl of Chatham, in Which he 
not only approves the mcafurc, but ** laments his incapacity of 
not being able, from indifpolition, to give his fupport in a matter,’' 
as his Lordftrip fays, certainly important, and well worthy of 
the public fj)irit that gives motion to the inquiry.” There are 
otlicr authorities tcx>, that I could in the fame manner avail myfelf 
of; but this authority alone is a hoH of Itfclf, and fufHcient for 
my purpofe. 

1 lay then, my Lords, that this vote would have proceeded from 
no change of fentiment in me, for the cafes not being the fame, 
and the times materially different, there was no call for any change' 
of opinion. 

'I'hc cafe of 1778 was, tliat Parliament w?s purpOfely adjourn¬ 
ed, in order to prevent flic intcrtcrcnce of I'arliament with the 
private fubferiptions that v/crc then fet on foot for public purpofes ; 
whereas, in 1794, the Parliament is purpofely kept fitting, with 
the view of Icgalt/ing (as the very bill now before us proves) that 
which otherwife would have been, moft undoubtedly, in my opi¬ 
nion, both unconfiitiuional and illegal. 

And as to tlie times, who i.s it that (liall compare them together ? 
At that time, that is, in 1778, Parliament was making wir upon 
our follOw-fubjcdls in America, for the purpofe of laying unconiH- 
tutiunal taxes upon them, and in fo much, therefore, in violation 
Vql. XXXVill. ^ 
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of Ihe Conftkudonof this country. In 1794^ Parliament is 
fluking war, upon our old, natursd, and ever to remain, impla¬ 
cable enemies, the now Sans Culottes of France; and ftnr the dire£l; 
eqppofite puipole, not of violating, but of faving, our Conditution 
fii^ ruin and deftrutSion. In 1778, then, fubfciiptions were 
bad ibr illegal and unoonftitutlonal purpofes , in 1794, thty are 
bad both for legal and conilitutional purpofes. 

Thefe, my Lords, would have been mv reaibns for the vote 
1 diould have ^ven for the previous queftion, and thefe are my 
confequent reafons for the vote I lhall g^ve fur this bill.” 

[In the CQurfe of his fpcech, his Loidfhip mentioned the me- 
memorable expreffion of Lord Lanfdo^ ne towards the clofe of the 
American war, that “ he feared die fun of Great Britam was fet 
far ever,He alfo mentioned his having voted for the peace made 
by the noble Marquis, and fo, he faid, he would have done if 

Devil had made it. j 

The Earl of COVENTRY was decidedly in f.ivopr^oT’^tbe 
bill, and thought Mmiilers highly commendable in brining it hr- 

waid. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE made a fhort reply to die two 
noble Lords who had preceded him, and made fume allufion to 
what had pafled in the other houie on a former night, and the 
threats that Miniflers had thrown out, of taxing, in any way they 
migM think proper, the property of all thofc who differed with them 
• in ofanion. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that the Miniders by no means 
fbunded their defence of this bUl upon its fimilitude to the mcafure 
of 1782: on the contrary, they defended it upon great conditutlonal 
prindples; they defended it upon the opinions of Lord Coke, 
Losd Hardwicke, and Lord Mansfield, and upon the univerfal 
f fyftem of conduA adopted by every Minifter fince the acccfTion of 
Hte prefent family to the throne—But, if it was ncceffary, he could 
prove that die meafure was pcrfedfly limilar in point of principle 
widi the meainre which the noble Marquis hi mfelf brought forward; 
fcr, though there was not the word money to be found in the let- 
.^Merof 1782, yet the people were called upon to arm tlicmfclves, 
which could not be docic without their laying out money; and fo 
the perfons to whom that letter was font underdoud it, becaufc they 
adually entered into fubferiptions in cunfequcncc of it. But the 
noble Marquis had contended, that Miniders could enforce their 
fl^gueds by means of their influence and power, and had indarx;ed a 
'Cafo of a gentleman who was proprietor of a theatre. That w'as a 
^ unfortunate indance for the argument of the noble Marquis, 
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becauie what had fallen fitmi an honourable friend of hh in anotitirir^ 
place, was provoked fay an attack horn another hmiourable Membeit 
whom he had no hopes of any fubfeription from, althou^ a fub*' 
feription might be in contemplation for that gentleman Hmfdfi 
With refped to the obfervation which the iwble Marquis had madef 
refpedling the condudt of the Englilh towards neutral powers,^ he 
would not anfwer him, as it had no reference to the prefent queC> 
tion. His Lordfhip concluded with obferving, that it would be ' 
extremely hard if the people of tliis country were not at libcr^ to 
fiibfcribe in defence of their Uws, of their properdes, and of didt 
rcligiorL. 

I'he Earl of LAUDERDALE pud a handfomc compliment 
to hU> honourable friend, who had been alluded to by the lafl Speaker, 
and put it, as a gentleman and a Member of that Houfe, whether 
he had not been imprudent and uncandid in the manner in which 
he had mentioned that fuhjccl^ A fubjetSIthat was moft honourable 
to the perfon alluflcd to, and approve*! of and fuppoitcd at the time 
anvl moll chftinguilhed chara6lers of the prefent age, 
many of tn^ differing in their political \icws and condu^, but all 
unammous in the reclimde and propriety of what they did in that 
inibnee. He therefore would, without any morefevere corre^ion, 
leave the noble Lord tf» his own confeieiicc; and if, when on his 
pillow, he could e<cufc himfclf lot the rafhnefs and indelicacy of 
his conJu*^ in that alliition, he, for one, and he believed mod of 
their Lordfliips, would think a feverex rcpiimani could not be glvoi 
to him. 

The Duke of LEEDS fald, he could not go the length, that he 
unJerdood tlic noble Seerctarv of State had done upon a former 
night, in dating that bccauiV a levy of men was funded in the 
letter of 1782, it w.tsthc fame as calling for a fubfciiption, beciufe 
men could not be rnfed without money ; as well might it be faid, 
thit becaufc the KingEis thcprciogitivcof making wrar, he, die 
King, might call for money and command it, becaufe war could 
not be carried on widiout mone}'. He faid, lie had not been one 
of thofe Lord Lieutenants that had been at all confultcd on this 
mcafurc, nor had he even the honour to receive any letter from the 
Secretary of State on the fubjetd. He did not think there was any 
thing bUimeablc in cither of the letters, but the contrary; at dM 
fame time they certainly were not of the fame tenour. 

The Earl of CAERNARVON faid, that the noUe Marquis 
had, in comparing the two cafes of 1782 and 1794, made (Kf« 
i ndtions where there extded no diderence; and, rather than let 
he incafure of die prefent Minider ftand, would mix his own max* 

Gg % 
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fute in a common ruin mdi it As to the demand) as it was called, 
of a jfubfcription, it was only a fuggcftbn for tlie confideration of 

people. 

. ]^1 STANtlOPE ilrenuouny iniiiled on the illegality of calling 
lor a fublcription, or of the King taking any money from the pockets 
of^the people, without the confent of Parliament. 

The Marquis of iUANSDOWNE, in a general reply, faid, 
that by tlie Conilitution every fubjctSl, in cafe of invalion, was 
hound to turn out armed on the requiUtion of His Majcfty. He 
w^pbliged, on fucli a cafe, to furnUhibimfclf with a miifkct, but 
not to pay a (ingle (liilUng to the Crown on any rcquilition, unlefs 
voted by Parliament. He rejoiced that a rcfpcdlablc Member of 
the Houfc of Commons had taken up die budnefs of finecurcs, 
which he hoped he would not abandon. He wifhed alfp that fees 
and perquilites of ofSce might be examined, He knew not what 
th<^ were good fqr. They ferved only to make Clerks of Mini- 
flcrs, and Miniders of Clerks. 

The queftion w’js put and canied without a di\ifioi>, 
bill then read a dcond time. , n 

Mmtliyy 14/A Apt //. 

No public bufinefs. 

TuffJa)\ 15/A April. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, that their Lordihips muft be fenfiblc 
fliat the length of the tiial of Mr. 1 ladings was a fubjc(Sl that do- 
manded the mod ferious condderation, nut merely as it afFttdcd the 
gentleman himfclf, but alfo as it affciSlcd the courfc of pnxreeding 
and the judice of the country. One obvious mode of bi inging it to 
a fpeedicr termination would be, that their Lordihips fhould give 
more days to it in each week, and more hours in each day. ' 'I'hc 
Commons had decLared that they were read), and the Managers that 
they were prepared to attend them as often as their Lordihips (hould 
appoint. Mr. Hadings and his Counfcl were equally prepared and 
ready to attend their Lordihips. He therefore moved, “ That their 
Lordihips (hould go down to Wedmindcr Hall to-morrow, at 
12 p’clock.” 

The Earl of COVENTRY faid, he was happy Uiat the noble 
jEarl had at lad made a motion in which he could agree with him, 
and begged leave to fceond it. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, that the motion would be 
perfedly proper, in his mind, if it could be communicated in time; 
butt thought it was hardly proper to make the alteration for Co 
C 9 fff a day as the next. After a few words from the Lord Chau- 
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cellor and Lord Derby to the fame cfTcd, the Houfe pafled to ths 
order of the day, Lor<i Sninhopc giving notice that he Ihould renew 
his motion on a future day. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE b^n, by dedaring to their Lord- 
ihips, that he fhould be as void of taftc and judgment, as of de¬ 
cency, if he did not apologize to their Lordihips for prefuming to 
bring before them the queftion to which he was about to call their 
attention. I'hc fubjciSt was of fuch a nature, fo complicated, tech¬ 
nical, and fo involved in legal didicultics, that even to a man of 
profcflional knowlcilgc, and profcHional habits, it would be a quef- 
tlon that would demand all his rcfcarch, and all his powers. How 
then could he, who had no profdnonal habits, prefume to encoun¬ 
ter the difficulty ? The beft ajjology that he could make, was limply 
to tV.ite to their LordHtips rbe truth. Feeling a very particular ob- 
lig.itionto rc^ upon him with rq»ard to every thing that atfeded that 
part of the country to which he particularly belonged, from the 
greater gratitude which lie ow’cd tothofe who fenthim to that Houfe, 
more tivat-avr< ^ii|ilvif!ual Lord tliat liad the honour to reprefent the 
-^Peerage Seotlaii?^' Owing to tlic unparalleled circumlianccs in 
^vhich, of all the reprellntativc Peers, he had the honour to fland, 
he was led to look at the trials which had lately taken place in that 
parttif the kingdom, ami compare them with the fcntcnces w'hich 
had been palfcd upon limilar olTcnccs when tried before the Courts 
of England. His furprife at the difference of punilhment in the 
two countries, and his anxiety for the welf irc, Iranquilliry, and cha- 
raiJlcr of the country to which he belringed, led him to look for an¬ 
tecedent cafe^. in the praclicc, or in the ftatutc law of that country, 
lojuftify tnelc pra:ecdings. He had done this in vain: notone 
cafe in the wluile hiftory of the Scotch criminal law fttxxl upon re¬ 
cord, cither tojuiiify, or even to countenance the proceedings. Nor 
there a liatute exiting by which they could be maintained. In 
tlvl^ftatc he tliought it his diity at the commencement of the feflion 
to Arow out his opinion on the fiibjecf, but he abftained from fooner 
brmging it before their Jvordfhips for regular difeuflion, in hopes 
from what was paffing in anotiicr Houfe, that it would have been 
brought before them as a legiilative acV. He had now no profpedi 
of this, and therefore it fell to him to bring it before them in the 
beft way that he could. He was feniible of the general propriety of 
fupparting the cxifting Government, and that men defirousof pre- 
ferving the order and happinefe of Societ\% would be ready to apo¬ 
logize for the inaccuracies and errors which might occur in the moft 
wWftlefomc fyftcm; cafes however miglit occur to make it ncceflary 
fo reftft, and when it would be even tlie moft facred duty (q refift 
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the Government. He could not deny this doiflrinc without com¬ 
mitting a libel on the Revolution: it was the avowed generic dodrine 
of the happy fyftem under which we lived; and holding this doctrine 
with regard to all coniHtuted authorities, it was moil particularly 
true with regard to judicial cilablintmeius. No duty could be more 
fjcred tiian refpeiSt to the judges; hut this, like every other do6trinc, 
mult have its bounds; there mud be a necclTary limitation of the 
principle arlflng fmm a comparifon betwixt the magnitude of the 
evils of which you may have reafon to complain, and that of the 
danger which you arc likely to create. If the fentence of a judge 
(hall be fuch, as to be likely to do more injury to the manners and 
habits of the country, than the agitation and the anlmadvcriions 
which he might mike upon it a)uld produce, he ihould coniider it 
as his duty to bring the fubje^l forward, and to prevent the greater 
evil by the kf:». He confidered the prefent cafes as of a nature cal¬ 
culated to drike at the very foundation of all obedience, and con- 
iequently avs calculated to engender difeontent, intemperance, and 
diforder. It w'js a fubjedV thercdirc that dcinandcfl ^56 ftWl feriou> 
attention vf tluir Lordlhips; and hovi'ever wrich he might fed 
the rillc, by bunging the fubjciS forward, of incurring the imfm^ 
tion of rafhnefs. he felt comfort from the circumdances under 
which he d'tU it, fince, if there was any poifon in the agitation of 
the quedion, its amidote would be found in the prudence, ability, 
and knowledge of the noble perfuns he faw about him. There 
was one nob Ic and learned Lord, whom he had the happinefs to 
fee in his place, who had fur fo many years didii^ifhed himfeff 
by the mparallclcd equity, impartiality and (kill with which he had 
decided on the appeds from the part of tlic country, in which the 
cafes now the fuhjeci of difeuflion had arifen, as to make his conduct 
on this o'lralioii likely to make a much greater impredion in that 
part of the kingdom than thit of any other individual. He alli .ted 
alfo to die noble and learned Lord on the woolfack, whom hr 1 'as 
furc no prejudice t'l him %vould prevent fmm exerting hi.s grc« ta¬ 
lents on the pirfcnt occalion, either to make manifed the cone<% 
Gondtid of the Scotch proceeding, fo as to do away the confequence 
of his niflintfa, or if the proceeding were really deficient, to prevent 
the evils with which it was pregnant, by a feafonable exercife of the 
undoubted inquilitorial powers of tlic Houfe. There was alfo ano¬ 
ther noble Lord (Minsdcld) who had plei%ed himfelf to judify the 
con iud of the Scotch Judges, and who, he had no doubt, would 
take a part in the difcudi He had no hedtation, therefore, in 
bri/^ing it forward, when he hid this fecurity againd any pofliblc 
jraflmefs of his own, and efpecially as be thought that it was a cafe 



A. 1794* DEBATES. 231 

of ail others the moft proper for the interference of that Houfe; for 
dierelay no appeal from the fentcnces of the Judiciary Court. All 
the analogies of the Conditudon were in favour of fuch interference. 
There was an appeal from all other criminal courts in the kingdom, 
as well as from the Supreme Civil Court of Scotland. Then, view¬ 
ing the fubjedi in this light, it became a duty to himfelf, as well as 
to thofc who fent him there, to bring the fubjciSl into review. In 
doing this, he difclidmed all pcrfonal motives; he meant to mix no 
accufation of the learned perfons of whofe fcntcnce he complained ; 
he had the utmod refpetd for thofc perfons: early habits had led 
him to a general acquaintance with them all; and though their ages 
were diderent, he had the honour of the fricndlhip of fcveral of 
them; and he therefore alfurcd their Lurdfliips that no one could 
feel more linccrely than himfelf a refpe£l for the general ch.\ra( 5 lcr of 
thofc learned perfons. An argument had been ufed which it was of 
confequcncc to examine. It was faid, “ Would you drive to alter 
the lawslhct. txided fo long and which have given the country 
. univeffal fatisfadlio” Whether fuch attachment ever did exid, 
gjgjid whether it exids at prefent, was a matter which, in his mind, 
was extremely doubtful. It could be determined from one only of 
four ways, i. From the general voice of the people of Scotland 
with regard to their law s. 2. From the opinion of thofc the mod 
converfant in the law. 3. From the t'^ftimony of the writers on the 
fubjcdl ; and 4. From the hidury of the law, the changes it has un- 
dergpnc, and the prefent pradiicc. 

He would venture to fay, that men w'ould not attempt to judify 
the adTcrtion, that the peo^e were attached to their law, and that 
they had been l^appy under it by any one of thv“fe four methods of 
ted. He had lived very mueli in the cotmtry in the early part of 
his’^fe, and he had feen a good deal of it lately, and he W'ould 
vci^^e to fay that men in general thought them unjud, and that 
thoft^hc mod favourable to Government thought them harlh. That 
thc^rfons the mod converfant in the Scotch law' had delivered opi¬ 
nions agnind it, he could dicw their Lordlhips from Mackenrac, 
Maclaurin, and many other authors of eminence. There had been 
a deviation at the Union from the former pradVice, which had vi¬ 
tiated and dained the proceedings of their Cl iminai judicature, and 
if he could take the wide range of the ancient law's of Scotland and 
foe prefent, the ancient pradlice and the prefent, he diould be able 
to (hew tlicir Lordlhips that the people could not feel any great at- 
tachitient to a fydem, under which, indead of the fecurity and hap- 
pinefs which it was aiTertcd they had enjoyed, there had been con,.» 
' fiant and well-founded complaints. The noble La>rd wept into a 
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ihort detail of the ancient practice m criminal trials in Scotland, 
which he Ihewed from the ancient anonymous treaties, generally 
bound up with the Regiu/n Majejiatem from Skeettc de Verhrem fig- 
mficattone^ &c. and from various (latutes, by which he fhewcd that 
none of the powers now cxercifed by the Lord Advocate exiAed in 
the ancient pradlicc. The power of informations did not exiA, and 
the precognition, which is now taken cx parte, ufed to be taken in 
the prefciKc of the p:irties. The Lord Advocate, at the Union, or 
foon after the Union, affumed all the power cxcrcifed by the Privy 
Council, and had affumed many powers which they did not polTcfs. 
Formerly profccutions originated from the private party ; now they 
muA originate with the Lord Advocate. Formerly a prefentment 
of offences was maile by the J nAices at Qiiarter ScAions ; now there 
were no fuch prefentments, and it lay entirely at the diferetion of 
tlic Lord Advocate to take up cafes or nfjt. 'I'here was :i new 
pradVice, which could be found in n me of the b(K>ks, and which 
was founded upon no Aatiite or law that he kneW paper of 

inAruefions was circulated to the Sheriff's Ofl^es, and that from 
an office unknown to any ancient writer on the law, the Officcjji^ 
the Solicitor to the Crown ; and thefe inAraclions did not g<i ujx>n 
the adls of Q^iccn Anne, but on the aiithority of an-rther Officer 
equally unkn!)wn, the Procurator Fifo.d. In flrort, the whole 
pradlice of tiic law of Scothnd, in regard to criminal procedure, had 
undeigonc a mo A material change lince the Uni<m \ not for the 
better, by affiir.ilating with the law of England, but by which more 
unlimited powers were given to the Ailvocate of the Crown; the 
whole power of originaiing profccutions taken out of the hands of 
the individuals the bcA calculated to know the condition, the ncccf- 
Atics, the manners, and the habits of the people ; and fuch arbi¬ 
trary alterations made in all the forms of proceeding, as to ma^ it 
in almoA every thing unlike the ancient jwaclicc. How aficn" 
could they be prejudiced in its favour ; or how could it be faiiathat 
it had cxiAed for fo many ages, to the welfare and profperity of^riie 
country? In truth the qucAion which he was now to agitate, af- 
fc(Slcd England as well as Scotland; for declarations had been made 
by men in high power, in favour of the benign fyAcm of Scotland, 
and on tlic propriety of introducing it into England. The benignity 
of this fentiment would be manifcA to every noble Lord who would 
take the trouble of inquiring into the criminal jurifprudcnccof ScoU 
land. 

The noble Earl Aatcd the nature of the motions which he ’held 
in his hand \ it was his intention to move for the produdtion of 
pap^ to fuppor! the objccUons which he had to mtdee ngainA thp 
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late proccetlings in tfie cafes of Mr. Muir and Mr. Palmer. He 
confined himfclf to their cafes on account of certain peculiarities 
which he ffibuld by and by ftatc. He then propofed to move an 
addrefs to the Crown, in fevour of thofc unfortunate perfons, whofc 
cafes he thought not merely moft fcvcrc, as to their pcribnal fuffer- 
ing, but mod injurious to the countr}'^ at large. It was not his de- 
lign to criminate either the Judges or Minillers: he was anxious 
only to induce their Lordfhips to redrefs grievances ariAng from 
error, and to extend juftice to thofc unfi>rrunatc pcrfl)ns. In ar¬ 
guing the queftion, he was not emharrafled by the wan? of materials: 
but on the contrary he wasopprefled by the quantity of matter; the 
extent and complication of which called uptin him to arrange and 
Amplify the fuhjc<J^, and to fclc«El only the prominent points. The 
pr<}}X)(itions which he meant to maintain were, i. That the crimes 
fet A>rth againrt Thomas Muir, and Thomas Fyfch Palmer, were 
what the law of Scotland termed maklnv^ i. c. uttering words 

or publifhing matter tending tf» hrcv.d difeord between the King and 
his peopl'*, and that thofc indiclmcnrs charged no otlicr crime what- 
2. the puniflimcnt of tranfportatiun could not by the 

law’ of Scotland' be infliefed for the faid crime of leaftng-making, 
'I'hcrc were alfo three f\ieci:il points in the cafe of Mr. Muir on 
which he fliould animadvert. The Arft Nvas his challenge of, and 
objcclion to, the jurors being over-ruled ; 2d, the admiilion of evi¬ 
dence to prove criminal matter not libelled ; and, 3d, the depriving 
him of the teftimony of William RulVel. Tlie noble Earl faid, 
that w'ithour going into a minute detail of the l.iw’ of Scotland, he 
could fhew' from the books of the Rt'giirn M<ijejintcmy down to the 
lated authority, tlut there w’as no fiieii thin;?: as fediiion conftituting 
a diflin-if and fcpnratc oftence, except the Jeditio rcgm\ which was 
trcuff)n ; <r/cry other fort of fetlirion was iimplc convocntLiiy or Icaf- 
iNg->>mii/ig. Fnirn an infpcct'nm of the criminal letters it could be 
nothing butand to prove tliis, he lefcrred to the 
Arials of Muir and Palmer, and read the preeife words ot die major 
fend minor propolitiuns. No fuoh tiling as fi dition was charged in 
the major pmpoAtions of either of their indiv^dments. Whereas in 
Margaret's imli^dmcnt, it was fo charged. Now, to fay that there 
was fuch a latitude fn the Scots pra.'dicc, as that the indictments 
could all infer the fame crime, tlmugh feciirion was fet fortii in fume 
and not in others, was a monAroUb propolitlon, and by no means 
warranted by praiSicc. In the famous plea of Sir Gauge Lockhart 
for the Earl of Arg)de, he faid, “ It is allodgcd in the general, 
** that all criminal libels whereupon any perfon s lif.-, cl'taie, and 
^ reputation can be drawn in qucAiun, lliutild be founded upon 

Voj;.. XXXVIII. Hh 



A.1794- 



I * 

f* clearif poiitive, ■ and exprcfs a^s qf Parlinment, and the matteyr 
“ of Which is libeUed to be the contravcntioii‘of thofe laws^ 
(hould be plain, clcijr, and dirc <51 contraventions of famci an4 
not argued by way of implications and inferences.” It was uni¬ 
formly foe praAicc to date precifely the crime in the major propor¬ 
tion; and, as fudition was not dated in that propolition againd 
Muir and Palmer, their Lordfhips muft agree w'ith him that the 
crime could be nothing but that of Uajing-mahhtg. If fo, he muft 
come to his next propofition, that tranfportation could not be infli(r:cd 
as foe proper punilhment under the law of Scotland. The adt of 
1703 repealed all the former adis for the punifhment of this crimci 
and reftridlcd it to an arbitrary puniftiment, a fine, imprifonment, 
pr baniftimcnt. He gave the hiftory of the adl, that its meaning 
might be thoroughly underftood, and ftated that towards the end 
of the laft century, when the oppreflions that had been pradlifed 
naturally aroufed the indignation of the people, the claim of 
yight pafted, as a remedy in their imaginations fur the evil. In 
1701, however, fcveral oppreflivc trials having taken place, it was 
thought proper to give a farther fccurjty to the people <'‘*i'*iheir”right«, 
and the act immediately precedir^ that of 1703, ‘Shewed tlie fenfc 
and temper of the Parliament on the fubjedf. It clearly proved tlic 
adf of 1703 to be a law of mitigation, and ns fuch it certainly 
ought to be interpreted, not merely bccaufe it was a penal law, but 
becaufe it was the exprcfs purpofe of the adl to mitigate the former 
penalties. In truth, baniftimcnt in that adf never could mean 
tranfportation, either from the meaning of tlie word in common 
language, or from the legal impqrt of it in the law of Scotland. 
Tranfportation fuppofed that the court had authority over the place 
to which they tranfported. But as Scotland never had colonics till 
thcjjcginning of the prefent century, they could not cxc’-cifc tranf¬ 
portation. This is ilu opinion of Sir (icorgc Mackenzie, and it 
was rendered more clear by the cafe of Kennedy before the Sheriff,^ 
where the Lords reverfed the judgement of tranfportation, bccaufC 
it was odt of his jurifdidlion, but affirmed the banift;ment. Thi/ 
was rendered ftill more clear by the language of the Scots ftatutes. 
The adi of 1609, makes a clear diftindlion between bnniftiment 
and tranfportation, and enadfs them both in •difficrent parts of the 
fame claufe, to different degrees of guilt. The adl of 1703, 
wluch repe^ed the adt of 1609, enadkd only the banjlhment, and 
left out the tranfportation. That the Scot$ law clearly underftood 
foe difference, was manifeft in all their ai^s. In 1577, there wat 
an adl againft the tranfportation of horfes; and there was no illuf- 
Jtradaq of the djffierence by foe adl of Clerics II. in 1670. TIm 
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dl{Hn£Hort made (lilt moit clear by the words in die fentcnce 
of the court in die cafe of Haggatt againft Ho^, which was ba- 
nifliment, with certiBcatioil diat if he returned he ihould be tranf- 
ported. The fame fentcnce Was pafled on Elixabeth tCcy for child 
murder in 1699 ; and it was equally clear from an examination of 
the cafes in which tranfportatiun had been inflidled lincc the Union. 
It was conilantly and uniformly as a mitigation, and was applied only 
to three forts of cafes: i. To capital cafes where the punKhment had 
been antecedently reftriiled; 2. To capital cafes where the court in¬ 
dicted a milder fentcnce ; and 3, Where capital punilhments had 
been inflicted. I'herc was only a Angle exception of a mobbing cafe 
in 1.7 71, and this did not at all apply to the queflion. It was (till made 
more clear by an examination of the cafes of leajing.mahng fince 17 03. 
Mr. J. Dundas was fried for leajing-maibtg in 1712; and the cafe 
was certainly a mofl I'cditious one ; inafmuch as he ha<l tried to pre¬ 
vail on the faculty of Advocates to accept of medals from the Pre- 
* tender, driving ^hereby to encourage them to countenance his attempt 
lO-oVcrthrow Conflitution and Government of the kingdom. 
The crime was*ccrtainly mod heinous, yet it was laid as mere 
kfijing-maklng on the adt of 17 03, and redridted to the mild puni(h- 
ment of that datute. The prolccutions of 1714 and 171 J, were 
of the fame kind ; and Sir David Dalrymplc, in his plea upon the 
occadon, dated that the laws againd lerjing-maktng were anciently 
odious ; but flncc the happy Revolution, that crime, among many 
others, liad been removed \ what was ufefiil in the acts againd kaf- 
ing-making was preferved, the bitternefs of tlie punidimcnt was rc- 
dntined, and fo the odioufnefs of the law was taken otf. Here 
then, but a few years after the adt was pafled, was this interpreta¬ 
tion fulemrfly put upon it. In a time: fo imminent and alarming 
fls the years 1714 and 1715, when a rebellion was raging in llic 
l^untry, and armies were embodied and in tiie field to pull down 
Ifte prefent family, and to rc-edabliih arbitrary power, men who 
^ere tried for abetting this crime, w'erc tried for lefifing-makwgf and 
fentenced only to a fmall dne and (hort imprifonment. It was need- 
lefs to enumerate or to detain the Houfc by arguing the 6th and 25th 
of the prefent King, as they only empower the punifhmcnt of tranf- 
poitation to the Scots Judges in the cafes where it exided before. Nor 
could the fentcnce pafled upon thefe unfortunate perfons be judifled 
by the adt of 1703, even if tranfportation could be inferred from 
the word banidiment. That adt completely abolifhed the punil)i- 
ment of death applied to the crime, and yet the circumftancc of 
their being liable to de.ith on the event of their return from tranf- 
portation, makes it ptAible to extend this punUhment of death to 
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thfe crime of leajing-making —an expfcfs contradiction of the .ftatnte. 
The ailments drawn from the ad> of 1696, and the arguments 
fo much relied on of BaiUie, it would be material for their Lord- 
Ihips to attend to: the act of 1696 againt fraudulent bankrupts* 
had words very different from the act of 1703.—It gave the 
Judges tlie power of inflicting ** banifliment or other wife, death 
excepted.” Under thefe exterlive words, which were not in the 
act of 1703, they might claim the power of tranfportation; and 
yet no decifion tcxik place on the act till 1747. The cafe of Bail- 
lie in 1704, which had liecn fo curioufly brought forw'ard in jufti- 
fleation of the late proceeding'?, was truly curious. That horrid 
court, the Privy Council of Scotland, the jurifdidlion of which 
could not be declined without incurring,high treafon, by the act of 
James VI. was mofl: ingenioufly brought forward to juflify the proce¬ 
dure of the Court of Jufticiar)’. Lafl year, a noble and learned Lord 
in that Houfe had faid, ** Wliat! would you attempt to draw any 
argument from the practice of the iniquitous Privy Council, the 
■worfc than Star Chamber of Scotland r” He had net dbubt 
noble Lord would ftill hold the fame language wi^ rcfpcil to this 
caic. But what was the cafcj ? Baillic was the agent of the Marquis - 
of Twepdale’s parry againft the party of the Marquis of Annandalc. 
In the rage of taction, he was before this horrid tribunal, where the 
Lord Advocate was both accufer and judge, and tl\crc, as might be 
expected from fuch a court, he was fcntcnced to pillory, tranfporta¬ 
tion, &c. But what w’as the confcqucncc ? The day after the fen- 
tcnce fo monflroufly iniquitous did it appear that lie was advifed to 
petition the Parliament againft it. But the feffion concluded fo im¬ 
mediately afterwards, as to make it impofiible then to prefent it. 
But on the fetting dowrn of the next feflion, the petition was prefented 
to the Houfe, and on the tw'cnty- firft day of the feflion, an a6l of. 
liberation paffed in his favour. Such was the cafe which the induf 4 , 
try of the Crown lawyers of Scotland had brought in juftification od" 
tlicir conducSl. As they had brought it forward, he demanded thc^ 
benefit of it. The petition for BaiUie ftated the hardflaips of the '' 
cafe from his long imprifonment. But what was his fuffering in 
comparifon of the unfortunate gentlemen in favour of whom he de- 
dcfii^ to move their Lordfhips ?—They were confined in the cell 
of a narrow and confined (hip, moift and damp—with twenty-four 
convidls of the mod atrexious kind^and fo fevere was their fufler- 
ing, that one of them was even now nearly reduced to his laft. He 
riefired, then, that their Lord(hips Ihould do now what was done 
in the very cafe brought to juftify the proceeding; that they (hould . 
pafs an adl of liberation. Tlx noble Lor^ faid tliat he might reft 
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his cafe here, fatisiied that there was no crime known to the llaw of 
Scotland but Letijing-making: diat tranfportauon could not be in> 
Dieted for it; that all the defences fet up for the late proceedings - 
had crumbled down before inquiry; hut it was necclfary to obferve, 
that if tite fentcncc had gone beyond what tl^c law audtorifes, the 
execution of it had gone beyond tlie ideas even of thofe who inflicl'cd 
it. A circuniftance had come out publicly which it behoved theii* 
Lordflfips to confidcr. The L(»nl JulVieo CUrk had faid, that in 
fentencing th.cfc perfons to be tranfixirtcd to Botany Bay, it was not in 
cimrcmphtion that they Ihoidd be eoni'med kj tliat place, or tiiat they 
Diould be prcvci\tc(! fr<»m tv'iug to any otJur, provided they did not 
return here ; or that tliey fbouid be kept in fei\it!idc, and fubjedted 
to control. Such was the idea of i!ic court tiiat infhdteJ the fen-’ 
fence, and eevtainly when a eouit hid the power of an arbitrary 
fentcncc, their de''iiili.u/o of it ‘-oclit to be moil lirictly conformed to.- 
Now in the iniiruerio'i*. of C!o-xerp.<ir Piiilips to Mr. King, com¬ 
mandant of iti.irvJ, were die followin r words: “ The con- 

.t'-'victs beiii^ ilie L T\..:ifsof tiu; Crow:: for the time for which thev 
“ arc fcntciic«.il, thtir Id.oi.r Is tsj l.c for the public. You arc 
“ not to permit any ini.’ieomre or n.ide w’.t!i any lliips or veffeis 
that may Ih p at tin- ■u.i-'d, whed-er > 'voli{b or of-.niv other n-a- 
“ lion, uulefs fueii fuip'- sh.r.dd be in dlnrcis." Here tlicn it ap¬ 
peared iha! a fenre-.icc was to he csccured whieli was not iriflidled, 
and not in the ideas of ilu jud^ Th.’v might be made the flaves 
of maleiaetcrs, wliu liad la- Jiad not fv.rvcd o-jt tlicir times, obliged 
to perform ;i daily f.lk, un.l reduccvi of oourfe to a fituatiori the 
mod lion id that hinnau iialure touUi e\p''riencc. if iJovcinor Phi¬ 
lips were by accidc-nt to rt' -et wiiii the herd Judicc Clerk, and b> 
be iuquiii?ive ujion liie nature i f the feu'-enee, he would be told that 
he mull not confine them to the ifland if they ciiofo to go aw»ay, or 
fr> employ them iti any toil. IJiidouLici'.iy every new week he would 
Jlicar from the adv*x*atcs ti*r tiiefe foiV'-nees ciiirerent accounts of their 
mature, and wonltl go awa\ pcrplt -ved as 10 the courfc which he muft 
take concerning them. T‘hc nol le Lord faid, he mull Hill detain 
their Lordflii^is with referring to the three particular |x>ints in Muir’s 
cafe, U{x>n which, in liis iriin-d, a-.i aJdrefs to the 'riironc was indif- 
pcnfably demanded: and lii ll of the ohjeclion made by liim to his 
jurors, he Dated the hillory of the (Ixiicly at Goldfmitii’s Hall in 
Edinburgh, and their pnx:ecdi;ig againll Mr. Muir previous to the 
trial. He argued, tlutJia'Jnj pronounced upon him ib marked g 
judgement previous to the trial, Mr. Muir’s challenge of them -as 
jurors ought to have been admitted. He argued this from the analt^y 
of tlie law of England, us fhewn in Hawkins’ Picas of the Crown, in, 
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KaekAorte* &c. and it was ^ mom ihnng^y conformable to' Ate an- 
eient pra^tce of the Scots law, as had been ihewn in the cafe of the 
trial of tine Earl of Balmetino: « He objedled to the Earl of Dum^ 

“ fries, bccaufe he had been foUcited and dealt with by prayer to fin'd 
** the panel guilty of the dittay; which being referred to the faid Earl 
“ his oath, he denied any fuch matter, that ho cither gave out fpccches 
“ of the panne t's guiltinefs, or that he was folicitcd or dealt with by 
** prayer or otherwife. The Jufticc admits him in refped of his de- 
** cUftition. It is alledged againfi my Lord Blantyre, that he cannot 
“ he upon his aflizc, bccaufe he has publicly reported to fundrj', tlwt 
** the panel, to his judgement, is gijilty of the dittay^ and cannot 
** be cleared thereof, which they refer to his Lordlhip’s oath ; who 
being fworn, declared, that he could not deny that he had fi^okcn 
“ fuch fpeeches ; whereu\y;n he was repelled, and ordered to ftand 
“ afide.” Here was a cafe pcrfctlly in jAjint; for the gentlcnicn 
of Guldfmirti’s Hall had pny.ioanccd a judgement ngainfi Mr. Muir. 
Some of them too were in the King's fcrvicc ; anfl one of themfclvcs 
thought this a proper objection ; and fo it was by the ancient la\v<^' 
Scotland; for by an acl of P^obert I. it is fiid, that “ nae man 
“ wearing the King's claiefe or Uveric, (hall fit ou the aiTizc and 
Sir Geoige Mackenzie fays, that out of the ibrty-fivc jurors, the 
defendant by the ancient p-raelicc could make a peremptory cliallcngc 
to thirty of them. 'I'he noble Lord then came to the fcamd point, 
tiBit proof had been brought of criminil matter not in the libel; and 
he argued this as a fatal objcclion, particularly in a Scots trial, where 
die defendant was bound to give in a lift of his witnclTcs before 
hand ; and was thus to be taken unawares, without limitation as to 
the period of time, and without being able to provide for his defence. 
The third point was equally materialTo withhold from him the 
benefit of the evidence of Rulfel, on the fcorc of prevarication, was 
inconfiftent with all fiiir proceeding, and with all rules of evidence. ^ 
Prevarication might deftroy the credibility of a witnefs, but it could 
(lot make him incompetent. The diftindion was fo clearly under- 
ftood in the Englilh pradicc, between credibility and competency, 
that there never was a moment’s hcfitiition on the fubjed; and he 
inftanced the very memomblc and recent cafe in the trial of John 
Ihnes, where a witnefs, of the name of Wood, had acknowledged 
that he was guilty of perjury, and had called himfelf Borthwick ; 
yar he underwent a long examination refpeding the fads of the cafe, 
and it was not until the jury had returned their verdid, that he was 
committed for {rerjury. It was alfo well undcrftotxi in the Scots 
pcadice; for at the Circuit Court at Dumfries, before Lord Coal- 
f ikn, an objedion was made to the evidence of James Rac, a wit. 
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pefs ibr jthe King, that he ou^t not to be examined, becaiife 
had, upon different occafions, been accufed of perjury; but the 
Judge ihid, this was not a reafon for him to withhold his evidence 
from the jury; it might be a renfun for diem not to believe it. 
And it was tlie general fentiment that they were always to favour 
and lean to that which could operate for the defendant in a criminal 
trial. Whether the Scots Juc^s in the late proceedings had feh 
and ailed upon this fentiment, the treatment of the poor man who 
hefitated at taking an ouh in a particular way, the treatment of 
Ruffel, and the welcome given to Ann f'ifhcr’s evidence, tc^ether 
W'ith the whole train of their condufl on the occaffon, would deter* 
mine. He had detained their I^ordihips fo long, that he would 
not much farther iniruijc iiprm their patience. There was but one 
more propf)rition. wliich, if it was well founded, as he believed 
and contended it was, would completely demolifh the whole of 
thofc fcntonccs. It was, that the Court of Jufflciary were incom¬ 
petent to cany on tlic trials without a warrant from the Crown for 
the fpcciffe purpofe. Before the Union it was clearly ind manifcffly 
r/i'.cffary' that ijeh a warrant ffiouUl iffoc, and he contended that 
there was not a cafe fince the Union, where it had not iffued. la 
the trial of IVIr. James Djndas it was produced, and ib it was ia 
the trials of Griihain, Crawford, Hoj^, Oliphant, Watfon, 
tried in 17 14. and 1715. U' this then was true, what vras alto¬ 
gether the cafe of thefe unfv>rtunatc perfens ? That they were tried 
by a court not competent for the purpofe, by jurors to wdiom there 
were lawful objcdlions, upon charges not fpccificd according to law, 
where evidence was admitted of fails not in thofc charges, where 
wilndTcs not incompetent were rejected, condemned to a fcntence 
inappllctiblc to thofe charges, ai;d that fentcncc executed in a way 
incorilifient'witli the ideas of the court. The noble Lord concluded 

f 'th a w'arm and very clcKjucnt appeal to their Lordihips on the 
opriety of difca*tion veiled in judges. Whenever it was fo cn- 
illcd, it was a fort of legiiladve power, and ought of courfc to be 
creifed with the utmoll dcl cacv. Man ailing upon that power, 
•painful and aiHiiling as it muff be to himfclf, would naturally look 
at all the precedents by wliich his difc.rction might be guided, and 
to all the collateral eircumltanccs from which he might cotleit S| 
rule of govenunent. Did the Scots Judges turn to the cafes in 
1715, when a rebellion w'as raging in tl’.c country, then they wnul4 
have found, at a time infinitely more perilous to the Government 
than the prefent, funiUr, or rather infinitely more glaring offences 
had been punilhcd with a very ffiort imprifonment, and a fmall fine. 
JIad they looked to the conduiSl of tlic neighbouring country, Eng* 
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land, they would have found that the publifhers of Paine’s book, 
which Muir had only lent, were fentenced to pay a fine of one hun¬ 
dred pounds; and that in Ireland, Hamilton Rowan, the authenr 
of the letter which Muir only read, was fcntcnccd to two years im- 
prifonment. Had they looked to the habits, to the temp<?r, and 
the manners of the kingdom, they would hardly have inflicled a 
punirtiment fo dirproportioned to the punifhmcnts for the fame of¬ 
fence in the neighbouring countries; and which confcqiicntly muft 
m-ikc all mankind view them as objects of pity rather than of guilt. 

In two countries united together by the fame inlcrefts, incorporated 
under the fame head, the adniinillration of the laws ouglit to have 
a reference to the fyllcm of both. If a fyftem of criminal jurif- 
priidencc, fevcrc and ferocious, cxifted in the one country, and a 
lyftcm of mildnefs cxiltcd in the r>thcr, what mufi be the confe- 
<)uences ? Difeontent be cu-'Liwlered in the cmnvry in wlrich 

fevcrc punhhments arc inlUdcil; an I in the orher, fo far from view¬ 
ing the perfon as an ohjod of guilt, hr woo! .! be cherinicd as wor¬ 
thy of their applaufe. Nor was this all: the public mind takes the ' 
imprefiion of ferocity from lire feroeit)' of i:.i Government. As 
fluids partake of the mateiiib? that fiirronnd them, fo the pafTions 
of men take their tjualitv from t^i* temper and charadcr of tl’.o (jtr- 
vernment. France w rs a mel.meholy example of tliis eternal truth ; 
tlic horrid puniflimctits, the cruel mockery of all juftioe, which, 
under the old Government, had fo long anlided that people, liad 
accu'foined them to ^croeity an'.l horrer, and at this day the effeds 
of that f) ifcm was viliblc in the favage cruelties wdiich ravaged the ' 
Republic. It was of ei-nfetjiience to their Lordihips to think wh.e- 
ther they were to eounnm-.inec acts of feverity that might engender 
fentiments of t’le. ^ ime kind. The mild fyllcm of I'aiglanJ contri¬ 
buted more fhm any thing elfe to that humainty, which was the 
brighte t feature in the character of Englilhmcn. It was not by' 
the feverity of pu;«ilhm'’nts that example was given, fo much as l|f/ 
the eeruiuiy; and a nolde Lord, whom he had the honour to fc;'e 
in his place, h id given his ideas on the pernicious etfeds of the f<^^^ 
verirv of puniihrnents, thit it was imix^ifiblc for him to exprefs his' 
own ideas in words fo apphe b e. He read the following pafiTage 
fr'm J- 'rd Aackland’s Frcatifc on tlie Principles of Penal Law, 
3d edit. p. 12, 13. 


* “ When the riirhts of human nature are not refpefted, thofe of the 
citiacn are gu.iiially difrcgaidcd. 'rhnfe seras arc in biftory found fatal 
to Ubcity, in vv,hich cruel punilhments predominate. Lenuy Diould bo 
the giiiiidian ot ni 'd-rate (iovernini.-nr»Severe penalties, the infiru* 
ntents of del, otifni, may give a fuddep cbvck to tcinporary evils; but 'I 
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they' have a tendency to extend themfelves to every clafi'of crimes, and 
their frequency hardens the fentiments of the people. Une hi rigoureu/t 
fT»duit des crimes. The excefs of the penalty flatters (he imagination 
with the hope of impunity, and thus becomes an advocate with the of* 
fenders for the perpetrating of the offence. 

“ The convid'ts who have ftolen cloth from the tenters, fulUan from 
the bleaching-ground, or a lamb from the landlord's puflurc, know the 
law to have alfigncd death, without benefit of clergy, to each of their 
oifeuccs: Bur, in the depth of ignorance and profligacy, mere inftiuft 
informed them, that common humanity would recoil at the idea, and they 
relied for their fccuriry on the ingenuity of mercy to evade the law. 

Legiflators Ihould then remember that the acerbity of juflice dead¬ 
ens its execution; and that the incrcafcof human corruptions proceeds, 
nor from the moderation of puuifliments, but from the impunity of 
criminals. 

“ In the promulgation of every new offence, let the lawgiver expofo 
hlmfelf to fed what wretches feel; and let him not feem to bear hardeil 
on thole dimes which, in his elevaTCd lituation, he is lead likely to 
commit.** 


His Lordfliip concluded with warmly recommending to their 
lyordftiips the contemplation of a feniirncnt fo clfcntial to the happi- 
nefs of the two countries. It was not for the one more than for 
the other, that he, that night, fo urgmily prefled the coniideration 
of this topic: it was not for the nlicf of the unfortunate perfons 
themfelves alone, but for the hole communiry, for the order and 
peace of fociety, for the efficacy of gcxid laws, and the obedience 
of a fatisfied people, that he argued.—livery coniideration dear to 
them as Britons and as Legillators, ought to uigc them to interpofe 
in time, and prevent the influence of the error in judicial admini- 
flration, w'hieh, in his confcicncc, he thouglit had been committed 
by thefe proceedings. He then moved, as a preliminary to his ad- 
drefs, for jhc prothnSion of tlic papers refpcdling the trial and fen- 
tence of Mr. Muir and Mr. Palmer, and any minutes that might 
have been made in regard to the challenge of jurors, the exhibition 
bf evidence, &c. 

j The Earl of MANSFIELD faid, he thought himfclf called upon 
to rife by his noble friend, who had fo fcverely attacked the courts 
of law in Scotland, and particularly the Court of Jufticiary, of 
which he had the honour to be a member. He would not follow 
the noble Earl through the wide range of difeuflion upon extraneous 
matter whicli he had introduced, but would content himfclf w^th 
endeavouring to defend his colleagues with the fame candour, tem¬ 
per, and moderation which tlicy themfelves would do, confeious of 
tlic reditude of their conduct. The fair queftton at ilTue then was, 
Whether the puniflnnent inflided mwn the culprits yvas or was not 
legal and adequate to the crime which they had committed* He 

vot. xxxviiL /; 
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then went into Muir’s cafe, who, he contended, was not tried fov 
leadng-making, but for feditbn. And having defined and illufirated 
by different cafes, what he confidcred to be the nature and extent of 
that fedition, he maintained that if tlicy w’crc found guilty of the 
crimes they were chained with, the punifhmcnt infli<^cd upon them 
was fully juftified by the ad of 1703; and by every thing that had 
gone before or happened fince in fimilar cafes, tlwt ad authorifes die 
fentence of banifhmcnt; and tlic ditlindion which had been made 
between banifhmcnt and tranfportation, he contended, could not be 
maintained upon any folid grounds. By every condrudion of the 
Scotch law, and the Roman law, as f«ir as it came into the pradice 
and rcafoning of the Scotch Courts, traiifportation was comprehended 
in the punifhmcnt of banifhmetu i to corroborate w'hich, he gave 
fr.veral authoriiies, and laid particular drrfs upon that of Sir Cicorge 
Mackenzie, from which it ini^dit be inferred, that tranfportation 
and banifhmcnt were ufed as nearly fyn!)ni'ivous. I'lic cafe of 
Dundas which had been cited, he couM not allow to be applicable 

the prefent qucftlon. Dundas was accused of Icafmg-making 
only. 

As to Muir, adivc fedition was charjTcd, and clearly proved 
againfl him, by exciting the pct>plc to difeontent and rebellion ; and 
the other crimes proved againrt him cn the trial, certainly cams 
■within the meaning of what was csillcd fulitia rrpu. And as to 
‘Palmer’s cafe, one of his own Counfcl had admitted that the maj«)r 
propofition in the indi6l:mcnt amounted to fedition ; to which ano¬ 
ther agreed, though he thouglit an asElual rifing of tlic people was 
iieceflTary before the criminality could be fiich as to call for fevere 
pimifhment. Having dwelt upon this, he afltcd the noble Earl, 
whom he knew to be well acquainted with the law of that country, 
from his profcflional education, and the early fymptoms he had given 
of proficiency isi it, Whether, as a Scotch lawyer, he would agree 
that an accufation for Icaling-muking, and aclivc fedition proved^ 
wxrc the fame offence ? He came next to the power which the Court' 
had to infii6\ arbitrary punifhmcnts for particular offences, and * 
dated tlic term “ arbitrar)',” to mean nothing but difcrcti<inary ; and 
alfo dated the different crimes which by the law of Scotland were 
only punidiablc in tliat way ; and he afferted that tranfportation 
-was within the powxr of that Court for fuch crimes, long before the 
a^ of 1703, and was furprifed to hear it dated as a new mode of 
punifhmcnt, adopted either by the Court of Seffion or Judiciary. 
He dated a variety of cafes which he thought, in point of crimi¬ 
nality, did not come up to Muir's. He thought the puniihmcnt 
that hye had been fentcnced to was preferable to any other that could 
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have be^n infiified. Fibes would' not anfwcr in Scotland: he fup> 
pofed} from their original poverty diey never had been thought a 
proper punllhment in that country: they would not be paid) and- 
in that cafe the culprits would be thrown into prifon, the worft and 
moft inadequate of all punifhments, in cafes of that fort; for he 
confidcred a prifon to be a complete warchoiife of fedition. The 
Courts of Scotland had no power to fend criminals to England, nor 
would it be proper thr.t they fliould have any fuch powder. In 
(holt, upon the whole of iliis queftiun, he th< 3 Ught that, if it did' 
not appear inanifcftly that the J udges had exceeded and abufed the 
difcrctioiiary |)ov.-cr which tlicy jxiffclfcd, and till that was made out 
by incontcitable evidence, he affirmed that the)' ought to be fup- 
pofed in ilie right. Jlefore he fat dow’n, he could not help lament¬ 
ing the treatment wh.ich the Scotch Judges had met with in tiiis 
country, for a conduit which he thought did them much honour. 
He ctJiicliulcd his f])ccch with fomc handfeme compliments to 
the Lord Juftice Clerk, and his colleagues, iii the Court of Jufti- 
ciar)'. 

'i'hc Earl of KINNOUL (Lord Hay) faid, that he regretted 
this fubjcc.l liad been fo much agitated and difeufl’ed, and made fo 
public ; but fince it had been fo, it was highly important that both 
Houfesuf Parliament (hould give their decided opinion upon it, in 
order to fet it entirely at reft. His Lordlhip defended tlic proceed¬ 
ings of the Scotch J udges, who, in Iris opinion, merited the enco¬ 
mium bellowed upon them by his noble friend. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, that the opinion he held 
on t;ic queftion before their Lordftiips, had not been altered by any 
thin{^ he had heard ii> the courfe of this debate ; but niai^ argu¬ 
ments and obfervations had tended to confirm it; the noble Earl in 
the green ribband had ftated the general principles of the law' of 
Scotland fo w'cll, that he had nothing to add upon it; the propofi- 
tions he ftntcd were fo plain, fo clear, and fo evident, and the rea- 
foning he had urged in fupport of them, fo fatisfaiftoi)', that he was 
fure tlreir Lordihips were pcrfc 611 y convinced on that fubjc(ft. Hie 
had proceeded to ftatc the character and conftitution of the Court 
to which this motion referred, and had done it w’ith the eneigy of 
truth, without the ornament of declamation, in fo able a manner, 
that he fliould conceive it to be to the difadvantage of the caufc for 
liimfclf fo enter upon thefc topics after the noble Earl, bccaufe he 
might injure the imprefhon, by endeavouring to improve it. He 
then proceeded to Mte notice of foine of the objetftions which the 
noble Earl, who brought forward this motion, made to the trial of 
Mr. Muir. It had been objeifted tiiat the jury who tried the caufo, 
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had made a declaration to fopport the conftitution, and to defend it 
againd its opponents—he meant the declaration of the Goldfmiths’- 
Hall AflJjciation. That declaration was perfectly a right one, for 
it went no farther than every honed man would wifli to go, namely, 
to date an abhorrence of any fecluit>us practices. If the ground of 
this objection was to be held a folid one, there could not be a jury 
of honed men in tlie kingdom dt for the trial 5 for it iiiiglit be 
proved that any honed man wiio might be named for a jury, had 
either entered into an ad'oeiation as a member to oppofe, or exprefled 
his difapprobation of, fedition. fueh a challenge, we might 

proceed to reject all the autlwrity of the law itfelf, as a rule of ac¬ 
tion for men in a focial date, and to the churafler of ail Judges, the 
expounders of tliat law ; this wtnihl at or.ee put an end to all law, 
and filence the opinion of all lawyers u{X>n a qucTiion of fedition. 
As well might it befaid that ailtliofe uho, many 3 ears ago entered 
into a determination to oppofe, and expreiVed their detedation of an 
offence, tJta< at that time harl grown into life, fuch as knocking a 
man down and afterwards mbbi ig him, were difqualified to form a 
jury to try any perfon rvho had b' on guilty of that offence ; but he 
traded that Englifhmcn had not yet arrived at that degree of refine¬ 
ment in their ideas of the udminidration of jufiicc. Another objec¬ 
tion had been diitcd, which relatt^d to a bot»k, “ Flower on the 
-Conditution of Fnmcc the Lord AdvoeaU; waved w'hat he had 
’ a right to infid on in that rcrpecl:, which fo far argued that there 
was no harflincfs in the profecutiun. With regard to the conduct of 
the Court on the evidence of Ann Fifltcr, his Lurddfip declared that 
he believed no man in this country who pretended to be a lavrycr, 
could blame the Court upon that fubjedl. It was dated too that a 
witnefs had been improperly committed for prevarication, anS af¬ 
terwards rejected by the Court improperly. In the firft place, that 
witnefs was not committed for prevaricating in his anfwcrs; he was 
committed for refufing to anfwera quedion, ^rhen it was evident 
that he mud have been able to anfwcr. 'Fhe quedions put to him 
were plain and ftmplc, and related to a converfation which had 
taken place only three days before his examination. He faid he 
could not tell when ; the truth was, he would not tell \ and here 
Jic could not help taking notice of the general obfervations of the 
noble Earl who brought this motion forward, who faid that the 
rules of the admiffrbilit)’ of evidence were general ; now from this 
he diffcQted; the rule? were not general; they were not the fame 
in England as tlrcy were in Scotland. In England, the Court 
Ju(^^ of his competency or admiflibility only, and left his credibi- 
the jury. In Scotland it was otherwiib; for there the Coui[t 
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lad power to determine whether he Ihould be examined or not; and 
le was- fure that, generally f|)eaking, no defendant had any reafon 
:o complain of this rule. In nine cafes out of ten it muft operate 
n ^vour of tlic defendant. But here the noble Earl, if he had 
jiven himfclf the trouble to be well informed upon the fubje(^, muft 
luve known how vague all general rcafoning muft be upon this fub- 
jedl, becaufe the thing itfclf was not governed by general rules, 
but by the particular pradlice of the law of particular counties. So 
different, for inftance, was the law of England from the law of 
Scotland, in faying what fort of perfon fhould not be examined, that 
the law of the two countries had not the moft remote refemblancc. 
In England, in any paroc!)ial cafe, a pnrifhioncr could not be ex- 
amined, nor a>uld a corporator in a qiscftion belonging to the bo¬ 
rough of which he was a member, 'i'hc law of England faid, he 
fliculd not be examinc'.l, bccauft* if was poflTible he might be inte- 
lefted in the event: this rigour was found to be too inconvenient in 
fome inftanccs to admit of tlie due adminiftration of jufticc; but it 
could not be abated but by a pofitivc adl of Parliament, which was 
pafled for that fpecihe purpofe. That was not at all the cafe of the 
iaw' of Scotland, for by it the Court were to ufc tiicir difcrction as 
to the admiftibilit)' of a v.ifncfs. 

Another objeOdon had been made to the trial of Mr. Muir, as 
being an illegal trial; and the argument for the illegality was, that 
tjicre had not been any warrant from tbc Sccrctar)’ of State, dircilcd 
to the J.ord Advocate of Scotland, for the apprchcnlion of the de¬ 
fendant ; and for this the noble Karl quoted the cafe of Mr. Dundas 
in a f<»rmer time. It wms true, that in that cafe tlic Lord Advo¬ 
cate received .i«warrant from tire Sccrctarv of State : but did it ever 
enter into the head of any man, in the Icaft acquainted with the 
laws of this or of that ct)untr)', that the w'arrant of the Secretary of 
State was ncceftary to found the jurifdl6lion of the Lord Advocate 
to Wing fuch a perfon to trial ? 'i'hc thing was really fo much be- 
y<\nd the limits of a rational difputc, tliat he could hardly truft to 
his ov n comprehenfion, and be fure he heard the noble Earl aright, 
when he thought he heard him maintain the affirmative of dtat pro- 
polition; he could not have flated it fo, if he had not loft fight of 
ail reflciftion on the authority of the law of Scotland, and had been 
running a race for the purjxjfc of finding fomething in the lhape of ob- 
I jciftions to the trial in queftion. His Lordfiiip then noticed the cafe of 
Dr. Bailley ; by this cafe it was evident that the Judges -who pro¬ 
nounced judgement upon him, thought that ttanfportation was in¬ 
cluded in the word baniftimcnt; and he believed jt would not now 
be queftioned whctlier tlicfc Judges underftood the law of Scotland 
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at that dajr, and which had not been altered to the prefent hour;—— 
Bat (hould he agree, for the fake of the argument, that the pro¬ 
ceedings on this ttiil were unjuil, and even illegal, and decided 
with a pacty fpirit, how would the cafe then Hand ? It would then 
be ten times tlronger for the aigument in favour of his fide of tlie 
<{uefiion. Thefentcnee on this perfon was not put in force, for he 
had a parliamentary pardon. Dut on what ground ? The Connfcl 
for Mr. Bailley were acute men, and not likely to lofc fight of any 
point that was in favour of their client. Did they infift that his 
banilliment did not implj tranfportation r Nothing like it. They 
alledged, that in faying what lie faid he \ras bound to do fo ; and 
that if he had concealed what he hat! to fay, he would have been 
guiky of mifpriiion of treafon, and it vras under that idea the con- 
viclion was fee afidc. Not tli.it if the conviction was right upon 
the fad, the Judges were not right upon the lav/ arifing out of that 
in pronoimdng on him a fentence of banifhinent; and to 
carry that baniiliment into etrcd, they ordered liini to be tranfjxirt- 
cd. His Lordfiiip then proceeded to llicw the difference between 
the law of England and the law of Scotland, with regard to crimes * 
punifiiablc as felonies, and thofe offences which in England arc 
called mifdcmeanors. I fc infianced a cafe, where perfons running 
away with a young, lady, for the fake of obtaining Aer fortune, had 
been tranfported for it by the law of Scotland. In England, that 
would only have been a mifdeineanor, and on which tranfportation 
diti not attach. The cafes which cfiabliflicd the diftindions in tlirfe 
points bctw'een ilic laws of the two countries, were fo numerous, 
that he wondered tivit any perfon pretending to know any thing of 
the l r.v of titiier, thould be ignorant of that diftindirtn. He would 
go fartlier, for l.c was confident that the gentlemen, whofc trials this 
motion aliinlcd lo, might have been convicted on the atl of Parlia¬ 
ment of the year 1-703, if they had been indicted on it. He thcrc- 
ibre found hinifelf under the ncceffity of differing from the hoble 
Earl in almnft all he faid on tlie prefent fiibjcd, and of agreeing” 
%virit the two noble Earls who had oppofed the motion. 

There was one point how'cvcr, in which he dificred from a noble 
Earl (Kinnoul) who had cxprclTed a wifh this fubjc£l had never been 
brought under fo much tlifeuffion. He, on the contrary, was te.4){>y 
it had been brought under difeuflion in every place, he meant in 
every refpedable place, it had been brought under difcuffion, for 
that had contributed to difpcl that calumny, which fiew in the dark, 
and tended to purify the characters of the Juries, ijcho had a^ted 
upon theXe trials. They would have cnnfolaticn from all thefe diS*- ■ 
.cuffions, and parttcMlar confoludoii from the refute of the lubours ci' 
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the noble £arl» wholud bcought this fub}c^^ their Lord£hi|», 
ni^ith great diUigence, ingenui^ and ahdUtics, he admitted ; 'biit in 
a tnamier vvhich proved the weaknefs of the caufc in -wiuch he seas 
engaged; he had not fo much fpecified his obje^^ions to paaltcidar 
points, as he had infifted on die general topics againft the 
Che code of the Scotch law. In dmng this, he acled wifely, -for 
where the citadel was ftrong, hcfhould begin «his approaches at 4 
diilance; for this purpofe die noble Earl had l^aCed to their 
(hips, the fuperior wifdom of the law, and the liberality of its -eK^* 
pounders in the 12th and 13th centuries. Pc^fhap6 tlieir Lordthips 
might not be able to agree with the noble Earl, or join with him in 
his panygcrics on the fiiperiority of thofe days over tlic prefent, for 
he feemed to thirik that good order and the happinefs of Society were 
then at their height; and that the fnbfcqucnt alterations of the law, 
and the labours of Lawyers to explain the law, had tended to con¬ 
iine inftead of expand the principles of lilxjrty. He feemed to call 
for a general reform, and, like all general reformers, his ideas 
feemed better fitted tor general dcftruclion of die whole fyftcmthau 
for any fpecific amendment of any particular part. Ife was oot a 
little furprifed that in his copious enumeration of general defects, tlie 
noble Earl had not the geodnefs to coinmimicate to their Lorddiips 
what remedy ho intended to apply. Ho had mcrtdy hinted that the 
laws of Scotland fnould be afllmilatcd to the laws tif England. He 
believed there was no real ncccflity for that alTimilation, and that if 
the noble Earl was to proceed to it, he would foon find himfolf under 
die nccclTity of altering the law of England alfo. He doubted wlie- 
thcr diat could be done with advantage to either; at Icafi:, wiienever 
it was done, it (hould be done with a very' wife, if not a very fpar- 
ing hand: cind the inclination of his mind was that both laws (hould 
for rite prefent, remain as they are. Much cenfure had been heaped 
•OT the late proceedings of the Court of l.aw in Scotland, and the 
Ju'Jges mud take their (hare of blame upon the fubjecl. He had 
no inclination to beftow any fiudied panegyric on them : no part cf 
their condudl had any need of it. They had afled, he believed, 
upon flic principles of truth and Jufiice, as they (liould anfwer to 
their God and their country; and they bdiaved with a manly firm- 
nefs. S(»mc time after the trial had commenced, they had amund 
them the appearance of a mob, a bnftle, and a clamour: they re- 
.gafoed it not, but pxicecdcd deliberately in the execution of their 
duty ; and they had Ae only rccompcnce which a wife man could 
think WOTth having, the fatisfaflion of knowing that the clamour of 
the moment, however loud, was but the clamour of the moment; 
diat having fubfided, they found good order, peace, and tranquillity j 
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Haef found they had the fupport of all good and honourable men. 
Many gentlemen had come up from Edinburgh ; he had converfed 
with many: men of a grave, fober, ferioUs difpofition, and honour^ 
able charafler, they all declared, that every man of cha'ra<£%er and 
property in Scotland approved of the whole of the trial and the fen- 
tcnce; every man of rank, every man of fortune, every merchant 
Arifliocratc, every tiadcfman Ariftocratc, every worthy individual, 
approved highly of the conduct of the Judges. None afFeiSted to be 
diffatisBed with it but the real Sans Culottes of Edinburgh. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE expreffed his furprife at the mode 
of treating the queftion adopted by the noble and learned Lord. 
Neither declamation nor invective (hould deter him from bringing 
before the condderation of their Lordfhips what feemed to him fo 
materially to deferve it, and what he could produce folid arguments 
to fupport. If the noble Lord had paid a little more attention to 
the fubjedt, he would have found many inllanccs of crimes formerly 
included under the general lic.id (^f trcafoji made fubjedt by law to 
appropriate punifhments, after being raken from under that general 
head, by the introdudlion of the Englilli treafon-laws into Scotland. 
The noble Lord had talked with affeCted aftonilhment of the necef- 
lity of a warrant to enable the Court of j ufticiary to try men for 
leaBng-making. Yet not a Bugle inftanceof that Court's cxcrcifing 
jurifdidlion on leaBng-making, without fucli a warrant, w'ould he be 
able to find before the Union; and the rcafon was this: The w'hole 
of the jurifdidlion was in the Privy Council, and the Court of Jul- 
ticiary could take no cogni/.ance of the offence, but in virtue of 
authority delegated by warrant from the Privy Council. His argu¬ 
ment on refuiing the challenge of jurors, which the noble Lord had 
totally mifapprehended, was that of the very adls which <iliofe jurors 
had previoufly declared cxtrajudicially to be acts of fedition. Evi¬ 
dence to criminate the prifoner might have been admitted on the 
trial. The noble Lord would fay they were not fet forth in the li¬ 
bel. No more were Mr. Muir’s allcdged expreffions againfi the 
Court of J ufticiary, and yet of thefe expreflions evidence was atSlually 
received. The diftindlion between tlic competency and the credibi¬ 
lity of witneffes (lood upon the fame principle both in England and 
Sratland. He wifhed the noble Lord had fpared his wit in order 
to n^icc the c.afes cited, particularly that of the trial at Dum/ries, 
wh^ii \ w'itnefs w'hufc incredibility was impeached in the 
pofiible degree, was permitted to give his evidence, on the exprefs 
ground that there was no record of perjury to render him incompe¬ 
tent. If the noble Lord, inftead of confulting Barnet’s hiftory, had 
Idoked into Lockhart’s memoirs, he would have feen that both the 
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fentcnce againfl: Baillcy by the Privy Council, and the reverfal o£ 
that fentcnce by Parli imcnt, were political intrigues equally dilgracc- 
ful to both parties, and fuch as no man would ever tiiink of reibrt- 
ing to as a rule (or the impartial adminillration of juilice. If the 
noble Lord had read Bailley’s petition and the adl: of Parliament 
paiTcd in confcquence, he would have feen that the eomplaint was 
not confined to any particular part, but againft the whole of the pn>- 
cceding, and the long imprifonment which the Petitioner had fufterod. 
Such a cafe he (ht)uld never have comlcfcendcd to notice in argument# 
but for the triumphant manner in which it had been brought for¬ 
ward and relied upon as a precedent that completely juilificd all the 
late pnxrecdings of the Court of Judiciary. Mifcrablc mull be the 
caufe that refted f)n fuch a precedent; and lie rejoiced that iIk* very 
feeble fiipport w'hich it had this day received, hml proved that it 
could not be relied upon, and be hoped dil\)ofed <;f it for ever. He 
had cxprefsly guarded agjiinil the idea of making any reflections on 
the Judges. He had merely flated fa^ts to their Lordfliips, and 
the rcafons that had iivluced him to think them fit in.itter of i- 'ry. 
JRy inquiry alone C’.aild it be detcnniiud whether n:;t r!''' Judges 
had acted as they ought. lie \\iflKd that the people oi Scoiland 
might not entertain fufpieions of dv pure md miUl ada'i’niitraticni 
ofjuftice amonglt them. Hewiihid migliL leith.elate 
pmccedings, as the noble Lord, wrapt up in tiu; Lcutiry of h.igh of¬ 
ficial fituation, was fo confident that t’tcy f.-lt; h;i iv: fi'jrcd that, 
•if the noble Lord were to go into the eountiy he wt uld find that tlic 
approbation of them, even among Ariihieiatlo rncr‘'han»s and arillu- 
cratic tradefmen, as far as property was inciudw I iji the epithet, 
was not quite fo general as he imagincvL I'he ivahlc Lord .aid they 
were approvefi of by all the ScoLs bar, except one or two of a parti¬ 
cular defeription. Did he mean by this to denote a nian of the fir ft 
pra<ftiee and abilities at the Scots bar, wliom the aiivocaies, as the 
moft honourable teftimony to his talents and his character, had long 
placed at the head of their faculty r Whatever pcrior.s the noble Lord 
might mean to prant out by one or two, both the legality and the 
diferetion of thefe proceedings were doubted, not by one cr two, but 
by many. 

The qu^jiion was put on each of Lord Lauderdale’s motions, and 
paflbdjrt me naptive, without a dlvillon. 

LOR^I^CHANCELLOR then faid, that after whif had 
pafTdd, their Lordfhips would deem argument unneceffaty in fupporC 
of a motion. “ That there was no ground for intsrferir^ in th« 
pradlicc of the eftabliflicd Courts of Criminal Juitice, a$ admini* 
VoL. XXXVIII. Kk 
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fVered under the Confthution, and by which the rights, liberties, 
and properties of all ranks of fubje^s were prote^ed.” 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, it was as new, as extra¬ 
ordinary, after refuting all the papers he had moved for, to make a 
fpeech of his the foundation of a motion for which the papers could 
luivc been the only proper grounds. It was unbecoming the dignity 
of the Houfe, at the clofc of a debate to propofe in lieu of argument 
a fquib in the (hape of a motion, for which no reafon whatever could 
appear on their Journals. It was not for the honour of the Judges 
to whom the compliment was intended, to pafs a vote of approba¬ 
tion without fomething to (hew tliat it was deferved. 

Earl STANHOPE faid that, much as he had been aftoniHied 
at proceedings in Parliament, he had never been fo much adonifhed 
as at the motion now pnipofed. When, in the beginning of the 
feflion he had moved an addrefs to His Majefty to fufpend the ex¬ 
ecution of the fentcnce againfl Mcflrs. Muir and Palmer, becaufc 
doubts were entertained of its Icg-dity, their Lordfhips did not 
think that fufficient ground even to interpofc between the fcntencc 
and the execution. What was now propofed ? There w’as no¬ 
thing to found a refolution upon, but a very able fpeech from his 
noble friend, to which nothing that deferved the name of an an- 
fwer had been given, and yet it was propofed to aj-prjvc of that 
fonttnte without any inquiry. He (hould therefore propofe to in- 
fert as an amendment, All the documents on which fuch a decla¬ 
ration could be founded having been refufed.” 

The Earl of CHESTERFIELD faid, the motions previoufly 
made would appear upon the journals, and the motion now propof¬ 
ed ought to (land there alfo to do away their elFcdl. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, this argument would noj do. If the 
motions made by his noble friend would appear upon the journals, 
it would appear alfo, that they had been negatived, which was 
fufficient to do away their effort. The Houfe could not adopt the 
motion now propofed without inquiry—He, for one was ready to 
declare, that he was neidier one of the Ariftocrare merchants, nor 
of die Aridocrate tradefmen, who approved of the late proceedings 
of the Scots Criminal Courts, but one of the Sans Cuhtttzed perfons 
who condemned thenii. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, the noble Lord had noiv- avowed in 
terms what his condudl on former occaiions had fi|pcientiy'^i^1ar- 
ed. In future difeuffions intereding to the peace, d|U Conditutioi, 
of the country, in which the noble Lord might think fit to take a 
part, their Lordfhips would rccolledl tliat they were lidening to the 
aigumcnts of a Sans-Culottes. When advantage was taken of the 
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fonns of the Houfe to plan on the Journals not nujrely motions, 
but detailed arguments reflei^ii^ on the Adminiftration of Criminsd. 
Juftice, their JLorpfhips could do no Icfs than obviate the ill effedfs 
of fuch aigumicnts, by an explicit declaration that there was no 
ground for interfering in the Adminiftration of Criminal Jufticc. 

Earl stanhope’s amendment was negatived; and the Lord 
Chancellor’s original motion put and carried. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

JVedneJday^ i bth April. 

No debate. 

Hiurfdayt i^th April. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, the attention of their 
Lordihips had been confiderably engaged, during the laft fcfllon of 
Parliament, by a bill, the objedt of which was to give fome relief 
to unfortunate perfons confined for debt. The provifions of that 
bill were fuch as induced their Lordfhips to rcjcdl the bill, and the 
Judges were defired to give a report upon the fubjedl. They had 
given it their utmod attention; and in confcquence of their report, 
the bill which he held in his hand was framed. It was in many 
particulars a tranfoript of the bill pafTed in lySt ; it however ex¬ 
tended relief to perfons confined for lefs than loool; w'hereas the 
bill pafTed in 1781, extended only to perfons imprifoned for lefs 
^han 500I. The utmoft pains had been taken to prevent, as much 
as pofiiblc, fraudulent debtors from taking advantage of the bill ; 
.and as many perfons had thrown thcmfel ves into prifon under the 
idea of being liberated by an a< 5 i of this kind, and of having the 
operation of Ivhite-wafhing performed upon them, it was provided 
that none fhould receive any benefit from the bill who were not in 
prifon before the i ft of January 1794. There appeared, from the 
returns of the Kiqg’s-Bench Prifon, to be about 600 perfons now 
confined there, out of whom there were not above 44 who would 
not derive benefit from this a£t. His Lordfhip wifticd to fee a re¬ 
gulation take place, which he thought would have very beneficial 
efFc< 5 i:, namely, that the jailors of the different prifons fbould tranf- 
mit annually, to the Court out of which the procefs iffued, a return 
of th^^dinber of the perfons confined for debt, and the fums for 
whieh they were confined. Having ftated the general outlines of 
this bill, his Lordfhip moved that it be read a firft time now*; and 
during the rcccfs their Lordfhips #ould be able to confider it« 
merits. 


Kk a 
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The bill was then read a hrft time; and the Hoqfe ad-^ 
journed to 

Alonday, 2 8/A April. 

Lord GRENVILLE prefented a medfuge from His Majefty, 
relative to the treaty cntcre l into, between the King of Pruffia, the 
States Gi.ner.ll of Hollanvi, and Great Britain, and moved, tluit 
the Ilniife llv^uld be fummoned to take the fame into conlidcration 
on Wednd'day next. [Po: a copy of tlte mcffigc, fee the proceed¬ 
ings of the Commons of die liinie date.] 

The Hoafe adjourned. 

TucJdayj 2 C)th April, 

No debate. 

IVedn.'Jdayt 3^/^ April. 

Lord ABINGDON faid, 1 have in my hand a petition, M'hieh, 
circumftaneed as. the fuhjedl-maticr of it now is, it is with much 
fatisfadfion to myfclf that 1 rife to prefent it to the Houfe. Your 
L<Jrdniips may rccolleel, that when this bufini fs was brought for¬ 
ward by a noble Lord (wlio, employed in the fcrvicc of his amntry, 
is not now in his place,) alihough I then prefented a petition fimilar 
to this from the debtors confincil in the Oxfird jail, I fpokc 
againd the meafure ; and reftc.d my ohjcdlions to it on two grounds. 

The firft ground was, that it was a cafe that required fuch an . 
infinite degree of profeflion.il knowledge in the law to devclopc, that 
however much I miglit refpccl: the abilities of the noble mover of 
the queflion, until I fliouhi fee the learned Lord on the woolfack, 
with the roit of the law Lords of the Houfe, calling for the aflift- 
anee of thtt Judges, and all united in making fo great an alteration 
in die laws and cufrorns, nay, in the very conflitution of the coun¬ 
try, I coalil aflfent to no proceeding diflerent in defeription from 
this. But what now Mte cafe? It is, that the very proceed¬ 
ing which I then tfxil h« liberty of fuggefting to your Lordfhips, 
and which I thought the .rutarc of the cafe called for and required, 
is now, in every particular, carried into efFe<ft. That is, it is a 
proceeding (as we find by a bill on your Lordfliips’ table) adopted 
by the learned Lord on the woolfack, faid to be fan£lioiicd. by the 
other law I.ords of the Houfe, and confirmed by the afliftandS-had 
from the Judges of the land. It is that cafe, therefore, that 
my judgement and opinion muft neccflarily go along with and fup- 
port. 

The odicr objedlion which I had to the meafure was this; That 
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the fault did not fo much lie, and of courfc tlic remedy was not fo 
much to be looked for, in the law, as wiA the lawyers ; meaning 
to fay now, as I did then, not with thofe who deferyp this refpeft- 
ablc name, but with thofe iicenfed robbers, thofe legalized pick¬ 
pockets, the pettifn^ing tarn attr.rnies of this country, who, 
in the inalverfation and perverfion ui the law, are its fcandal and 
dilgrace. 

And here too, my Lords, to my great gratification, do I find, 
that this other objection of mine is in feme degree obviated, by be¬ 
ing in tlic way at Icafl of removal; the Legifiature having, in their 
wifdom, tliouglit fit, during the prefent fellion of Parliament, to 
rake this matter into their coniideration, and to bring thefe common 
diiturbers of the peace of mankind, tlicfe invaders of the liberty and 
property of the people, and, in fliort, thefe fcourges of the coun¬ 
try, under their notice and eye. They have fet a mark upon them j 
they have faiil, 

** Hie niger ejiy hunc tiif R(/mnne^ caveto 

anti fo fiir tiicy iiave done well; but this is but the very beginning 
and tjutwork of tltc liege, that mull be carried on againlt a body of 
profeffional fw’indlcrs, fo coated in the armory, and intrenched up 
to the chin, as they are, in the crooked w^ays and defiles of the 
law ; the law muft bceomc their mailer, and not they the mailers 
of the law'. And as, in the doing of this, my owm fitaation (for 
“ expert-j crede R'jkrh.") brought forward by inyfelf, and perhaps 
flwitlytoo, may furniili, bt^rh in precept and example, the means, 
in oriler to the end of ft) much public utility ; fo, for the prefent, 1 
(hall here content inyfelf only with moving that this petition be 
now presented.” 

Petition rcccivctl. 

Earl STANHOPE, referring to a converfation that had taken 
place the day before, relative to fomc cxprcflions ufed by Mr. Burke 
in the trial of Mr. Mailings, anti which were fuppofed to convey 
a refledlion upon the. integrity of the Judges, faid that he liad fince 
been reflee-ling a good deal with himfelf upon the fubJctSl; and, after 
full coniideration, his Lordfiiip faid, he thought it his dut}' to fub- 
mit to the Houfc a motion with rt^ard to it. As a general propo- 
fitim it could not be difputcd to be of the utmoft confequeiice in 
*.Veiy ctiuntry, that the charaiflcrs of the Judges (hould be preferv- 
cd pure and immaculate. If therefore the Court of Judiciary in 
Scotland, or if the Judges of this country were accufed of injudicc 
or corruption, it wras certainly proper that the charge (hould be fully 
inyedigated, tliat if it was jud, the Judges mig^it be removed, or, 
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if unjufl, that the calumniators might be punifhed, and the dia- 
‘ra£tcrs of the Judges vindicated. The prefent cafe was fo Urong, 
that his Lordfhip chofe to put it hypothetically. Suppofe a perfon 
in a numerous aflcmbly to have faid that a branch of the Ganges 
had flowed into the Thames, and polluted the current of judice 
in this country, ought fuch words, if ufed by any perfon, ftill 
more by a Manager of tire Jloufc of Commons in his public cha- 
radcr, to pafs unnoticed ? If they did, the people miift conclude 
dthcr that the Judges of this TOuntiy are corrupted, or that they 
may be calumniated with impunity ; and in either Cafe, their cha- 
raders and dignity as Judges muft be leiTcncd in the eye of the pub¬ 
lic. His Lordfliip concluded with moving, “ That the fhort- 
hand writers employed at the trial of Mr. Haftings be dircdled to 
attend at the bar of the Houfc to-morrow', and bring along with 
them the minutes of the proceedings of Tuefday the 29th inftant.” 

Earl CAERNARVON was furprifed to hear a diredt charge 
made againft the honourable Manager, w'hcn from his own know¬ 
ledge and memory he could alTert that the words as had now been 
quoted were never fpoken. The words at all events were ufed ar¬ 
gumentatively, and not agreeable to the acceptation in which they 
were taken by the noble Lord. Tlicy were a remark on what fell 
from Mr. Haftings’s Counfcl, and as fuch were not aigni/able by 
their Lordfhips. He conceived that the time to have noticed the 
expreffion was, w'hcn fpoken, and not at a diilant period. 

Lord KENYON faid, that he conceived the propriety of the 
motion, though he was neither mailer of the form that ihould be 
ufed, neither did he know whether the words paflTcd or not, but 
took them on the credit of his Lordlhip. He declared he had no 
communication with the noble Peer wlw brought forward the motion. 


But the two noble Lords who had fjwken, differed widely as to the 
expreffion, and he thought the Houfe fhould avail itfclf of the means 
to fee which was the moft corred. If the Judges were guilty, let 
them be punifhed—if no charge lay, the honourable Manager 
ihould explain hiinfelf on the bulinefs \ but their characters ihould 
not be taken away by a fide wind, and he did not think that it was 
an object on which they could think with indifference. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR flated, that although to the 
wl^le of a debate, on both (ides the bar, certainly highly irrcgilhic;. 
he had not been able to pay entire attention, yet the period which'^ 
produced the objedionable expreffion had his complete notice, and 
be pcrfc<SIly well remembered the occafion which gave rife to the 
remark. He truOed that the terms upon which he had always lived 
witl) his learned brethren, was a fuificient affurance to them, that 
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he felt the moft extreme jcaloufy for their honour, and if any re¬ 
mark had fallen which had been likely to operate to their prejudice, 
he (hould have been the firft to fpcak in its reprobuion. The oc- 
cafion he would briefly ftate was this: The Mamgers had cited 
cafes infupport of their aigiiment with inferences, erroneous indeed, 
as their Lordfhips had decided-—but certainly unanfwcred by the 
Counfel for Mr. Haftings; and if he had felt himfelf inclined to 
have cenfured any one for the latitude taken, it would certainly 
have been one of the Counfel, w’ho had Hated the Judges in the 
cafe of Lord Strafford to have been panic (Iruck, and other Judges 
to have been indifcrect in their determinations, and that the law had 
certainly changed its principle and pra«Hice. The Managers, forti¬ 
fied by this vveaknefs, had called for proofs, and arguing hyjx>thctically 
upon the aflertion, that what was law in the year 164.1 was not law 
now, had afkcd the queftion fo fln^ngly enforced as ground of 
criminal allcgati<in. He Hated, tliat the regular way w'ould have 
been to have called the honourable Member to order at the time ; 
their Lordfliips W'ould then have lieard that the offenfive expreflion 
would have been explained to their fatisfatSlibn—Nay the latitude of 
debate demandc<i this privilege of explanation ; It even went far¬ 
ther, for it gave a liberty for warmth or indifcrction to give a mean¬ 
ing quite contrary to the obvious import of the words, and he could 
not Ux)k on cither fide of the Houfe without repeated inHanccs of 
this liberty crouding upon his memor)". ^'he reports of the fliort- 
hand writer were ncceflarily impcrfcCl, and it would by no means 
become the dignity of that Houfe to act ujwn fuoh !wfc authority. 
That no man who had ever dealt wiih thefe venders of notes had 
ever his own expreflion faithfully returned to • im—befides tlicrc 
was anot|jer confideration with him of Hill more imixrrtancc—tlie 
motion having an obvious tendency to embroil the trvo Houfes. 

Earl STANHOPE, in reply, faid that he had yeflerday, as 
well as at all other times, bcHuwcd upon the trial die wiiolc attention 
of which he was capable ; and whatever might be the fentiments of 
the learned Lord, he, for his part, would be alliamcd to confefs that 
he had not attended to a trial upon which it was his dut}'^ to fit as a 
Judge. With refpcdl to the common inaccuracy of notes taken in 
(hurt hand, his Lordfhip faid that the . , < 'h of the honourable Ma- 
naget. had been taken down by no fewer than three perfons, by him- 
and the two Hiort-hand writers, who \rere paid by the Public 
for that purpofe. If they all agreed in afligning the very fame wrords 
to the honourable Mana^r, it was impoflible to fuppofe that they 
cOuld be inaccurate or rnUUken. It was impoflible that if three 
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men did err, they fhould all err the fame way. As to the plea of 
difference between the Houfes^ let us firft, faid he, be furc of the 
words, and then I have t(X) much confidence in the Comnvjns to 
believe they would W'arrant tlie Speaker if they were wrong, and in 
the Lords to complain if they W’cre proved to be right. 

The motion was negatived without a divifion. 

The order of the day was then read, for taking His Majefiy’s 
mefifage into confideration. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that in calling their Lord/hips* atten¬ 
tion to fi) beneficial an objeel, as he confidored the treaty with Ptulfia 
to be, hefliould not have o^ Milon to tronhli: them at great length, 
as he was perfuaded they would fi’c it in the lamc light with hiinfclf. 
At all times fince we had to con* end with i'Vancc as a rival nation, 
and that we had to repel licr amhifion, licr intrigues and Iierreftlefs 
enmity, which had been for fo long.i time, iin.ier the old Govern¬ 
ment, the fource of our wars, it had ever been found (»ur wlfe»> po¬ 
licy to feek for aid on the Continent; for though our fupt riority 
over France, in point of real ftrength, t-f tnrional vigour, of naval 
power, of commerce, and f/f wealth, was inanifell, yet in pttint of 
population, and of the means of railing ariT'.ies, Jhitain muft yield 
to her rival \ and thus it had always been our fyfiem to f-'ck on the 
Continent for additional land force. This had been done in two 
way^, by forming alliances w ith fuch powers as h id an equal intc- 
re(t with ourfclves in repelling her unjuft enterprifes, and wdio had 
the means of entering into treaties for their 'Mutual fcouritj', or by 
fubfidizing fuch powers as felt a difpolition to aftift us in ilic caufc, 
and to lend their trofips to be cmployetl by us in the profecution of 
objedls, which had their approbation, but which they had not the 
' power to profeeutc without fuch fubfidy. "rhis at all fimes had 
been our policy, not merely from ncccflity, as we could not raife 
great land armies ourfclves, but alfo from economy, as it was cer¬ 
tainly cheaper and more poliliiral tc» pay foreign tre/^ps, than to take 
our own youth from the plough, and the loom, and not merely pet 
a ftop to all domeftic induftry, but alfo drain the ifiand of its popu¬ 
lation, and diminifh our natural ftrength. 'I'his always had been 
our policy, and there was fuirly notliing now to make us alter it. 
France by her prefent horrid fyftcin had certainly made it rnorc in¬ 
cumbent upon us than ever to exert ourfelvcs in the fame way.'* By 
deftroying all domeftic occupations, and dcmoUftiing the very framc!’^ 
of Society, (he had driven all the people into the trade of war. 
Every man was forced, not merely by the tyranny of the Govern¬ 
ment, but alfo from the preftiirc of aiSlual want, to become a foldier, 
and unlcfs we were to do tlie fame, unlcfs to fend fortli a requilition, 
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raife die people in a mafs, and put all the men of Finland into am»; 
we mull fuppty our infcriorit)' in point of numbers foreign aid- 
So far were we however fitotn taking thefe violent fteps, fnm dtf« 
turbii^ in the fmallcil d^rec, the complicated machine of natuMsd 
indudiy, that he would take upon himfelf to affert, there never was 
a time when the preffure of war was fo little felt by the interior of 
the country, and when the manufatflurcs and commerce were IcTs 
affixed by the draughts which had been made from a^vc labour. 
Compare this with thccondu<Sl of the Government of France! They 
were not fubflding by the natural produce of the year. They were 
not, w'ith the views of a permanent and legitimate Government, 
looking forward to the intereils of the future, but with the rafh vio^ 
Icncc of men who Ivad no intereft beyond the day, thev were rnotii^ 
up the very foundations of all revenue, and were fix.nding the .tfhial 
cipital of die country. By this vioUnce they wert to he fore able 
to bring into tcmi^orary and fliort-livtd a^Ion an unheard of force, 
but the explofton once made, th/*) could never repeat the effort, 
for the capital once gone, it could not be recalled. I'lie very fa^, 
however, of their intempcrincc, demanded from us greater clTortS. 
An extraordinary war demanded extraordinary means. The con- 
du£V and fentiments of the Britifli government remained the fame 
as ever. They thought that this was a war upon which depended 
the very cxiflcnce not only of this Government, but of all fociety; 
thit w'c hid every thing at (lake, and that therefore no clKirts, no 
cxpcnce ought to be fpared, by whuh we could accomplilh the juft 
and dtllrablc objcfl wc had in view. In thiv view it was, that 
Miniftcrs finding it tube the opinion of the Government of Pruflin, 
after the experience of two campaigns, in which great efftirts had 
been made, that they could not, confiftent with the true intcrefis of 
thiir own country, incur the cxpcnce of a third, unlcfs matctially 
aided dierein, they thought it advifcablc to conclude the treaty on 
the tabic. If the political expediency of the war was admitted, he 
thought there could not be tw'o opinions as to the qutftion of whether 
this was an advantageous treaty or not. He was free to fay that he 
never had had t%vo oi»nions on the queftion, whether we fhould 
confine the aid to the (lipulated fuccour of the former treaty, or to 
extend it to that which was now fcciircd. Of the 62,000 men 
which his Prulfian Majefty had now' engaged to fumifh, about 
3 2,000 was the contingent ftipulatcd for by former treaties, and for 
that number, when brou^vt into the field, wc were bound, by the 
former treaty, to pay for bread and forage. Taking, then, into 
confideratioirthis and going tm the fappofition that it was rig^ 
to fubfidizc at all, the prefent would be found to be the chcapm 
. VoL. XXXVIll. LI 
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means of ralAng an army of 30,000 men diat ever vas known. 
The total expence of the fubliJy was about 1,750,000!. Of this 
fum the Dutch viere to pay 400,000!.; fo that our part of the ex¬ 
pence was 1,350,000].; but for 450,000]. of this fum we were 
bound by the former treaties; fo that in rca]ity the whole of the fum 
to be incurred for the fcrvicc of 30,000 men for the reft of this year 
was about 900,000!. and the annual expcncc would be no more, 
provided the D jtc^ ftiould be prevailed on to continue and to increafe 
their proportion, which he had roafon to believe they would be. All 
the other troops employed by us in the war coft us more than this 
(Hpulated fum. Our own troops coft more, the Hinovtrians coft 
coniiderably more, the Hefllans coft more, and indeed all the troops 
of all nations, in Brltifti pay, coft more than thefe Pruftians; fo 
that in point of ccconomy it was a cheap contra£l. Nor was this all: 
he would venture to fay it would have been impuftible to have found 
30,000 men clftwhere in Furopc to be brought forward on our part 
in the war. It was not n)ercly to be confukred as a mere fubfidy of 
troops, but here was an army of 62,000 men provided, an army 
numerous, disciplined, ready, and efficient. Nor was this all: 
It was not merely bringing fo many men into the field, but engaging 
one of the firft powers on the Continent on our fide, who would 
otherwife have withdrawn himftlf entirely. In a military and poll* 
tie'll view this was of the greateft confcqucncc. Ho owned that a 
fubfidy to this extent was new. There never had been fo large a 
one, but though the amount was new, the principle was old and ap^ 
proved. In 1741 we had given a large fubfidy to the Houfc of 
Auftria, purely to maintain the rights of the Emprefs Queen, and 
an 1756 we had ^ven a fubfidy of 6oo,oool. to the Iloiifc of 
Brandenburg, to enable him to make efforts againft a common enc> 
my, for his own intereft, as much, or more thm for our own. 
Here we were to give 900,000!. indeed, butfiirwhat^ fur 30,000 
men, who were to be employed under the command of a Prulfian 
Genera], on fuch objcdls as (hould be agreed on in military concert 
ftir our advantage, and for conquefts to be made diftin«ftly fur us. 
Tho/e wiio thought that the prefent war might have been altogether 
aventfed, [Earl Stanhope cried. Hear! Hear* ] as well as thofc wlio 
ftnee it begin peace might have be^n concluded, [Earl Stan¬ 
hope : Hear! Hear! ] would of courfe think this an imptovident 
tr(^; but thofe who agreed with him, and with the reft of His 
Majcfty*6 Minifters on the ncceftity of the war, in the impradlica- 
btl^ of obtaining peace on any grounds of real fccurity, and in the 
^{Cy of making the war vigorous for the purpofe of bringing it to a 
condufion, would feci with Mm die advantage and wifdom 
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of the prefent mcafure, and would adopt the motion, with whUdi 
he be^d leave to conclude, ** That an humble addrels be prefcnted 
to His Majefty, to thank him fur the gracious notiBcadun of the. 
Treaty concluded with the King of Pruflia, and to alTure His Ma- 
jefty that they would concur in tlie meafurcs ncccdaiy to fulfil his 
part of the fame.” 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE faid he could not avoid e*- 
prefling his furprife that Minifiers (liould thus call upon the Houle 
to come to a vote upon a mcafiire fo very new, and important, as 
the Treaty on the tabic, fo fuon after it had been prefent^ to them, 
and before any noble Lord could pofiihly have time to examine fb 
nice a quefiion, and to think of the confequenccs with which it was 
fraught. He was furprifed diat they Ihould call for a vote, by which 
no noble Lord could pudibly be bound, fince it mull be hafiily formed, 
and without refle< 5 don, and what grace or weight could they derive 
from fuch a fuppon ? Surely at a time fo criticil an! fo convulfed, 
anti when men in every part of Eoropi* were bufied in CKimining 
the principles of Government, it was not wife to treat Parliimcnt 
with fo little ceremony, to bring their indepcndcnf'c and integrity 
into qiicfiion, and to take off fiom their dccifions, the influence 
which they' could only obtain from the dignity, the gravity, the ma¬ 
turity' of their deliberations. Surely they ought to uphold the re- 
fpe(^ due to Parliament, not to undermine it, and if they thought 
that any ftrength was to be obtained by the concurrence of Parlia¬ 
ment, they (hould be cautious to give to thit concurrence at lead the 
aiy of dcUbcration. The noble Lord fxid, thit this was a Treaty 
founded upon precedent. In his mini it was totally new, and gave 
pcrfe.dly a new afpcid to the war. It was an entire change of the 
fabric. We fet out with Pruflia, and Auftria, as leaders in the 
war ; nay, of tlicfe two, Pruflia was the firfland mod forw’ard leader. 
It was a matter of hidory that the Pruffian Court was not only die 
mud eager, but was in truth the author of the w<ir, and the late 
imfurtiin ite Qiieen of France alwrays dreaded the eagernefs of Priilfia, 
as likely to involve and afi^ her brother the Emperor. Pruflia 
not only led the van, and drew in Audrit, but the chief command 
was in Pruflia, and the whole of the pad campaign was under Pruf. 
fian aufpices. Of this country the King of Pruflia did not even 
think. He did not imagine even th it we, out of the line of the 
wrar, out of its fcope and tendency'——far removed not only from 
all danger, but from all intcred, could be fo abfurd and dupid as 
to take a part, and no attempt was thought of on his part to draw 
us within the vortex. Nay, having views very diiFcrtnt, he heard 
with furprife and concern that wc lud committed the rafluicfs of 
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iRVoiving ourfelves in the irar: ndw this very principal of the prin- 
^pals not only vvithdraws, but you, the laft and the lead concerned, 
b^me the head, and proudly affunne to youifclves the ^nd tafle 
of bearing the whole burden. Surely a change fo important demands 
a paufe. Surely wc ought to rcflcdl before we engage to pay a fub- 
fidy unprecedented tor enormity in all the mad wars in wluch wc 
ever were engaged ; and what war ever received any other epitl'.ct 
after the paflion of the day had fublidcd ? The fubfidy of 1756 has 
been mentioned as a precedent. It was a curious precedent on which 
to juftity the meafurc. From the day in wliich it had been made, 
to the prefent, there had never been two opinions on the folly, 
extravagance, and abfurdity of tliat adl: he remembered it well: on 
the very day, that is on the very firft day that he took his feat in 
Parliament, he had given his opinion upon it; the noble Lord’s fa¬ 
ther had equally^objcdled to it, and the Minifter himfelf, who gave 
the fubfidy, had always owned that it was an unadvifedand impolitic 
mcafure, and that he had been drawn in on the occafion. The 
next argument for this trcity was, that we not only got a great 
army, but fccurcd a great leading power <»f Europe by it- In this 
refpeel he diribred from the noble Sccret.iry of State. In his mind 
this was a fcnltble objection to the treaty. To have engaged the 
fame number of men from inferior powers, would have teen prefer¬ 
able, lince they could have no intcrefts that w^ould interfere with 
oujfs, or at Icaft no capacity to thw'urt our vit ws ; but here v con¬ 
founded two charaiSlers that ought ever to be diftindt, th;it of a prin¬ 
cipal and a fervant. Wc liad to deal with a mighty potentate, who 
had great and facred duties to fulfil towards his own dominions, 
which our views might crofs, and yet wc tliouglit of binding him by 
pack-thread to the jxjrfonnancc of a light pecuniary engagement 
a^inft the permanent, hereditary, folemn duties of his fovcrcignty. 
jThere never were powers that had interefts fo different in any war 
as the Pruflians and Auftiiansin the prefent. As to ourfelves, he 
knew of no intereft upon God s earth that we had in view. But 
could the King of Piuflia, ought the King of PruiTia to divert him. 
fclf of his,natural duties ? Could it be cxpcdled that he would be 
bound to fulfil engagements fo trivial on the comparifun ? Might 
he not find employment for all his means elfewhere? Was not Po¬ 
land likely to find him fome ufc for histroops, and to excrcife him even 
at his own door ? In the North alfo it was probable that he might 
find caufe for alarm, if not for action j and might not circumrtances 
arifc ui which he would be jurtified in the eyes of aU men for 
hrcajdng this treaty ? Such tilings had been! In the year 1744, 
after having paid a long peace fubfidy to Hcffe CalfcU, he turned 
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his native dominions diemanded it. Suppofe now diat Aiiftita, wece 
to be fuccefsful in the prefent war of partition, that fuoce& Pruflia 
muft r^rd as ominous to himfclf? Was it adtingUke poUticiana 
and (latelnien to believe that he would adt upon tlus tteaty to his 
ruin ? It was v:un, fantailic, and abfurd to fuppofe that jwu could 
didlate to, and manage the King of PridTia, as you would the Mar¬ 
grave of Baden and his 800 men. He would do as his uncle did. 
He would Uugii at you. He would call you a trafficking, com- 
meraal nation, who thought by a quantity of guineas to ei^age him 
to o/crlook the true intcrefts of his people, and he would Q>itni the 
bribe. In the renewal then of tills bloody leafe, it furely oq^to 
be your wiCdom to look back to the laft campaigns, and fee wheie 
die fatal errors lay by which your eiforts have been inef&dual. 
One obvious caufc of the failures was the diilerence that fubfifted 
between the Auilrians and Prufllans. They hated each other. Do 
they nut now hate each other ? Does this treaty reconcile them ^ 
Auilria is not even mentioned in it. The King of Pruflia in his 
inciriorablc declaration fays, 

“ The war was not a war with a civilized nation, and weU*difcipllned 
armies, but a war with a dcliiious and diminilhing fwarm of men, with 
a highly populous nation, piovided with every refource for war to back 
them—a let of men who did nut fight merely for vidtoiy, but who 
fought by file, fwoid, and the poifun of their pernicious ooebinet, to 
fubvett the whole fucial edilLc of Germany. 

“ To oppofe this almoil unconquerable enemy, the King, on his paitf 
brought into the field 70,000 men, and thofe his choiceft tr^s; with 
thefe has His Majefiy combated, even until this third campaign, under 
every ira iginablc obftacle, far from the Pruffian dominions, amidft al¬ 
ready exhaufted lands, excels of dearuefs of the neceflaries of life, and 
ahiioft iufup[)oitable expence. ** 

Thfis, from tills declaration, it appeared, that there was a defi¬ 
ciency of troops. Do you get more now? But 62,000 certainly 
not of the choiceft troops. In three years in any war an arrty b 
worn out. Two years of the prefent war muft be equal to three of 
any other war. But then you arc to have a fimller number of wcirf^ 
troops, and thofe troops not now engaged as principals, aramadied 
by pride, ambition, and glory, but as hirelings, where ffiere is no¬ 
thing but a paltry felling of fo much blood, fo mudi money, 
and in which the heart is warmed by no fpirit, where there is a 
cold caufc, that of mere money, and what money! For let it bc 
conlidered that.you are to fend your EngUfti guineas to Beilin in the 
lump, there to be converted into what fort of money he ihuddered 
to tliink fur tlic poor foldier ? Pcriiaps to be converted into fiarged 
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peihaps into bife coin, and we ate to have a poor ftarved 
army let loofe upon our hands, to quarter where they could, and 
vrfiu mail: be fed to be made ufeful. What greater profpeiSls, then, 
^ this treaty open? Were the Allies more firmly united? He 
oooid take upon himfelf to (ay, that the Aufirians and PrulTians were 
at a greater diftancc than ever, not merely the armies, but the 
Courts. The Kmprefs of Rufliia too, with her promifed inundation 
of Codircks, where was (he? In plain Englilh, (he was olfF, (he 
had fiolen a march. Men were nut ignorant of tiie horrid and dia¬ 
bolical tranfaiiilions that were pafliing in Europe. Though from the 
new fpccies of inquifition that was fet up in this country, the newf- 
papers durft not to publiih what the Editors knew, yet did not their 
|/)rd(hips all know that the Duke of Sudermania had difeovered the 
(hockir^ confptncy by which die Government of Sweden was dc- 
(igned, by means the mod infamous, the horrors of affaffination, to 
overturned ? Could their hopes of fuccefs in this campaign be 
'(hrengthened by thefe circumftanccs ? Did the difpofition of the 
neutral powers open to us any fairer profpe< 5 t ? It could no longer 
be difguifed that they were now arming, and that they held a \tiy 
tlireatentng language. By whom they were fupported alfo it was 
eafy to divine. 

The intelligence from America alfo certainly was not Icfs omi¬ 
nous than he had prcdidled it to be. Nobody would fay that the 
proiped from that quarter was very flattering; fo that in this dan- 
geiotK chieftainfhip which wc had aflimicd, as the Don Quixote in 
this cruiade againfl the French windmill, wc certainly had no mighty 
improvement of our views by this treaty: for in addition to all the 
drcumflanccs he had mentioned, we had a greater want than nll~ 
the want of a jufl caufc, and of a fair, and intelligible objcifl.—- 
Even the beft writers on the fide of the w'ar, from Mallet du Pan 
ibwawards, had owned tliat w'hat above all had tended to prevent 
our fuccefs Wcos, that a fubflantial objciSt had not been held out to 


mankind, and particularly to die people of France. Now, if even 
lieibre this treaty, this chaigc could be brought againfl the allies, 
how much mure truly now ; for this treaty confounded all rational 


hopes. It declares that Pruflia is to fight to make conquefls—for 
fix'the maritime powers! He ridiculed the arn^ance of 
twoflBtions aflfuming to thcmfelves the title of ** the maritime 
pommSf” and a(ked how the pride of Spain would brook the difdain 
theftby oflered to hcrfelf—Spain, whofc difpofitions at this time 
wetr equivocal, and whofc temper at leafl was irritable. As to 
he (houki only fay, that Holland was once a proud coun> 
W, how it had been reduced bv our meddling oliicious policy, he 
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need not fay. It was doubtful even whether ihe was aide to 
the fmall quota of the fubfidy which had been impofed iqxxi har* 
PruiTia at lead was unwilling to truft to her^ and had taken owe to 
have our fecurity. Were we to pay the whole, and take our chance 
of the Dutch for the repayment? What confidence had we in the 
prefent date of our allies? PrufTia, by the bye, was nokaiger atf 
ally, but a fcrvant \ but fuch a fervant as you could not expe<^ to 
command. You are to give him 600,oool. bcf<.»re he moves; for 
by the treaty he is to have 300,000!. as a bonus, and then he is to 
have an advance of two months, that is for April and May; and 
this no doubt he will take care to receive; but when he has received 
it, what fecurity liave you thu he will move at all ? In whatcouzt 
will you carry on \uur fuit againd fuch a debtor ? He had the 
highed rcfpcfl for the private charaidcr of the King of Pruflia as a 
gentleman and a man of honour, but it was well known, that So* 
vereigns held their confcienccs abfolvcd from the tics of common 
men. But what, he faid, was the condition of our allies ? Did 
any one of them, except Auftria perhaps, retain even the appear¬ 
ance of feeling a common ciufc with us r In Spain the only great 
men had retired with glory into exile, bccaufe they would not facri- 
hce the true intcreds of their country', and M. D’Aranda had car¬ 
ried with him the rcgicts of his nation. \V*hit c\en was the date 
of our ow*n forces ? Coidca prefented a pi.Slurc wrhich, tbou^ 
fliamefully concealed from the Public, could not be long fo. The 
two fervices not only at variance, but the one carrying on a dege in 
dcBancc of the other, and our fleet thereby expofed to ruin. A 
gallant General returned in the very moment of a(Slion, certainly 
not without caufe, and yet from the W’rctchcd fydem of fanaricidn 
no inquiry was to be made! Our fuccefs in the Wed Indies, fo 
brilliant, fo glorious to the country, was to be aferibed almod en¬ 
tirely to the unparalleled talents of the two brave Commandant 
and he would take upon himfelf to fay—to no merit of Minidett. 
They had been forced, flowly, unwillingly, by the public voicit 
to call forth thefc great talents. But their great abilities had ^vm 
us the Wed Indies, and if the Wed Indies were confldered as a 
valuable objedi, which he very much quedioned, now was the 
time to procure foe fuirender and foe pofleflion of them all as foe 
price of peace. Or Iiad we other roibbciy and plunder in view—*• 
Farther conqueds to achieve, in order to fix, upon foe minds of 
Frenchmen indelible impreflions of enmity, and afceitain to £fig* 
land the affli^ing inheritance of eternal war! The nobie Lord eon* 
eluded with an admonition to foe Houfe againd the ha^ pnife 
which was demanded of a meafure that in his mind was jpiqgMiiK 



tuoft Hid decent ditae been given for 

^ eeAfideration nf fhe fuibjed^ he Would t0a other obje^ons to 
fbr detaining dieir Lordfhipt; but for thofe he had al* 
Aated, he muft give his ncgttive to the motion. 

Ute £art ofMANSFIELD expreiicd hisimpatiencetodeliverhia 
and to give his complete approbation to the mcafure in dif- 
eoflKeilf Had foch a treaty l^n pn^pofed under fuch circumitances 
isttK'fprefeil^i when he had the honour to fill a fituation under His 
now fo much better filled by the noble Lord (Grenville,) 
li^ waiM have given it his warmefi fupport. The menfurc, indeed, 
Hriis i bold one—»but it was, therofurc, the better calculated to an- 
IWef its ptnrpofe. The noble Marquis had wanckred from the quef- 
thu Id general Idihcs, into which he did not think it his duty to 
lbhe#ldm; but with regard to the expreffion, “ Maritime Pow- 
nftT ha dKN^ttt was properly ufed, as Great Britain and Holland 
HMtd ttke maririme powers contradfing, as well as die powers whofe 
Marine ptincipally'^prote^ed the trade of the Allies on the feas He 
doifld floC &y, what had been the opinnm of the late Earl of Chat- 
tlMMrripcdtir^ the fubfidy granted to the King of Pruffia in 17^8, 
eotdd not believe that it was a thing foi^ht for by that Mo- 
m»u He had the honour of being employed on the Continent 
M Httl thne—oand he well recollcdled die report generilly bdicvid 
the Kif^ of Pruflia did not want a fubfidv, but that he 
to Britain, ** Give me men—gi\c me a fleet in the Baltic, ‘ 
defiring the fubfidy, die mcafure bail originated in 
l^[]g^aiild« md was rather forced upon him. The noble Marquis’s 
about the want c^an afeertained and jufi oh)< dl in thewar, 
^llrikhad been faid had kept the honefi part of the Frepch from 
; os, was taken from a pamphlet publifhed bv Mallet du Pan. 

‘ often been urged as a great objcdlion—but he thoug)it it a 
mw, as the object of the war was both juft, and clearly 
d.' II was juft, as it aimed at the deftrudlion of a fyftem 
' dlfeB^Btned to overturn all civil fociety, and to promote rapine 
H was defined, as it was declared to be, forthe pur- 
dMIhibttng riiat i^em, and reftoring momrehy. As a 
|ki|molSbg die foc^s of that objcfl, he tlioi^t the pre- 
1^ MIf 4#Mt^*nd wife meafiue; and he thought it much better 

vridi A great power, and thereto enfure die 
<€han to coimedt ouriclves with Utde powers, 
tmiftf plihaps* be vAiy inconfiderable. The 
f l^t cuied by tlris treaty, nng^t indeed be repre- 
‘ he bei^ dieit Lcndfhips *10 reeallcdl that 

of Ak-b-C%apel!e—^ 
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and tlierc was no knowing what good might fefult Aom the 
co-operation of the Pruffians, now enfured by this treaty* But it 
was faid, the King of PrufTia would not adlicre to his agreements; 
in this his Lordlhip could not concuri &r he hoped that Monaasch 
would feel the necciTity of good faith in a caUfe like prefent*’ 
With rcgvitd to the afferted furprize of his Pruflian Majefty at Groit 
Britain's involving herfelf in the w'ar, he (hould rather have ex- 
prefled his furprife, that the French would liavc plunged into a 
war with Great Britain; for he always rauft maintain, that they 
mt only provoked, but began it. The conquefts in the Weft In¬ 
dies he admitted to be highly valuable ; and if this was an ordi¬ 
nary war brought «)n by aggrcflTion, he allowed, that the pofleflion 
of the acquilitions in the Weft Indies might bcfufficient indemnity; 
blit in the prefent conteft, he thouglit dicm a mere trifle, and that 
if he confented to make peace with the prefent rulers of France, 
bceaufe they made fiich a ceftion, he fliould deferve to liave htS. 
licad fevered from his body; and that the Minifter who would 
make fuch a peace, would purchafe infamy, not honour—would 
bring us into danger rather than fccurity: for if the prefent Govern¬ 
ment of France were allowed to cxift, there could be no fafety for ; 
any other Ciovemment in Europe. It was faid of Cicero that his 
prediclions were i-qual to projJiccics—“ PrediSliones eJJ'e quema^to- 
dum dk-itiaii'jnrs,'’ and perhaps that man would be entitled to,, the 
fame praUc wlio ihould predidl the fhort-livcdprofperity ofthathevrid 
fyftom whi.'h now ravaged France ; or at any rate, w ho fliould fay 
that if it fuccreded, no otlicr country could be fafe. It was a fyftem 
of infurrctltion, of rapine, and diforder j and it is not vain Iwafting, 
bur found, icsfon i.i thole who polfcfs po^’er under it, todefirc the 
deftruCiUjn of tiVabUflied Governments, as they know that every 
ivcll rcgul.ited Government muft tlireaten their overtlirow.If fuf- 
fcred to cxi.l, the rulers of France will therefore endeavour to con¬ 
taminate ail iuri'ouiiding nations with their principles, and by thsC 
means bring a jxiftilence upon them greater than any of. thbfe 
which have yet aflliffted mankind. The old Government, even when 
arumated by themoft extravagant ambkion, had always paidfomc^ 
regard to die happinefs of the people; and the profperi^ of the pieople. 
had hidicrto b^n thought nceclfary, for the fupport of ambitious 
prcgecSls ; but the prefent French fylfem made the wretchednefs 
tiie penple ifis pritne objoSI, and fm the dcftni^n of that fyftechF 
arid thofe men whofuppoit .it,> he coniidered this war tobeoartieil 
on, and the prefent treaty to be entoed into; 'he ftottld 
gfivt it his wamieft fopport. 
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The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, the queftion had become 
infinitely more intcrefiing by tlic language of the noble Vifeount 
(E^rl of Mansfield) for according to him tire obje£l was mofi com> 
pletcly changed. He referred to their Lordfhips. whether until now 
they had ever heard it openly avowed that we r^crc fighting for a 
certain kind of internal Government in France ’ In the noble Se¬ 
cretary’s coiTcfpondence with M. Chauvdin—in the King's fpcccli 
at the commencement of hofiilities—'in our noble Minifier’s Decla¬ 


ration at the Hague—in all the State Papers which we had ever 
publilhedi it had been fiudioufly declared that it was not our wifii 
to interfere with the internal Government of France; now, how¬ 
ever, that which a twelvemonth ago, no MiniOer would have dared 
to avow, was openly avowed, and was not dtnied by Minifters. 
But even upon this new fyfttm of carrying on the war, whit fecurity 
had we that the King of Pruflia would fulfil his engigemcnts ? 
Jud^ng by experience, he rather thought n«) depen knee could be 
placed on him. On the 14th of July lift, he cnttrid into a treaty 
with us to m.ike a common ciufc of the war, and to c.ury it on as 
long as we fiiould ; but now he chufes to - break his contraft, and 
that treaty becomes waftc paper. What fecurity have we that he 
will not break his prtfent contrail ? The* fpirit of liberty had again 
animated the people of Poland, and he wifhed them c-vcr\ fuccefs 
againfi that perfidious and rapacious Prince, the King of PrufTia, 
whofe condu^ towards them merited the mod fcvcrc reprobation. 
If tlicn he (hould find employment in Poland, this fiibfidiary treats 
would be no better obferved than that of lad )car was, and he will 
leave religion, humanity, and civil focict)', to diift fur thcmfclvcs; 
he will leave Roherfpierre to triumph, rather than endanger one atom 
of his plunder in that country. His Lordfliip obferved, that tli« 
Dutch in this treaty had been a little more cautious than Britain. 
Th^ had entered into it only for one year. They diofc to make 
the experiment, and to leave it to their own difcrction whether* it 
ihould be renewed. But the Britiili Government, with a forward 


profufion, had defpifed fuch precaution; and whether the experiment 
dhpdd turn out to be good or bad, they bound thcmfclves by a fc» 
orate article to continue it during the whole war. The fubfidy, 
Sowever, diat was to be paid to Prulfia, great as it was, was not, 
lie looked upm it, all ttot this country would have to pay. His 
Frufiian Majefiy had indeed been well apprifed of our Quixotic 
and had been the earlicft in his application. But Aufiria 
be expend to put in her claims. Previous to the com^ 


mcoccanenc of the war, her finances were in the lowed (late, occa* 
llpttd both ly ilifhtttanoes in her own dojaoinioiis, and a heavy 
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rxpcnfivc war with the Turks, while the coffers of his Ptul^an 
Majcfty were well known to be largely filled. If Auftria, theitfore, 
comes forward, and fays, ** I have borne the brunt of the war j I 
have fought moft carneftly; I have freely expended my blood and 
money; I have done the greateft fcrvice, and I am Ac moft in 
want of mf)ncy. You have paid Priiflia largely, Aough flie has 
been of much Icfs importance ; I therefore-defire to be paid alfo.” 
If Auftria Aould conic forward in fuch a manner, can her preten- 
lions to a fubfidy be denied t Is Ac not the chief fupport of the con¬ 
federacy ? And if Ac threatens to withcraw, unlefs pecuniary aid 
is given her, muil it not either be granted, or the war completely 
abandoned ? Will not the extent of the fum, and Ac facility with 
which it has been given to the King of Pruffia, encourage Ac Em¬ 
peror to demand a fubfidy alfo ? But what is more ferious, will not' 
bis ncceffitics fiirce him to it ? Auftria is fo reduced, that Ac is ‘ 
obliged to have rccourfe to all the means of raifing money employed 
by Ac Jacobins, and fo much reprobated in this countrypillag- ; 
ing the churches—melting plate —and making what Ae called loans 
in every country of Europe. Even here Ac was trying a loan; and 
thus Ac whole w'ar was to be maintained by BritiA capital. The 
objc£I of the war, as ilcclarcd that night, his LordAip confidcred 
to be, if not completely unattainable, at Icaft highly arduous and 
diAcult, for it amounted to nothing Icfs chan Ac conqueft of 
France. And what better profpc«9t had wc this year than wc 
had laft r I'hc prefent profpeel in fadi, held out far Icfs hopes of 
fuccefs. At the commencement of Ae laft campaign, Ae firengA- 
of Britain, Holland, Spain, and the greateft part of Germany was 
untried* and ccrftiinly unbroken. A pow’erful body of Royalifts 
were making a moft formidable head in La Vendee, of wliofc fuc-^ 
cefs great expedlations were formed, and France itfelf was Aen torn 
by fadtiuns. Parties were daily accufing Aofe in power, and bring¬ 


ing them to the fcaffold, wliilc they themfelvcs fuccccded to Aat 
pow'er. But what w’as the fituation at the opening of Ais'eampaign} 
The ftrength of all Ac allied powers was conliderably wafted, and, 
as appeared by Ac mc:ifurc now under confidcration, fome of the 
principals were incapable of longer maintaining Ac cohteft. 'The . 
infurgents in La Vendee were annihilated; the ruling party in Paris 
appeared to poffcfs the confidence of the people, and certainly pofip,' 
feffed vigour and auAority; and, inftead of any new fadtion fupo' 
planting Aat which was in power, wc find Ac Government 
enough to bring thofc to the fcaffold who oppofc Acm. - Such 
the hqpeleffnefs of the profpedl compared with Ae ^;)eti!h^ of. 
lad campaign j and it would th^ Ae caule becomes 

Mm a , 
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iti.die faJhe pmporticih as tlic allies defert it. We are to go greater 
, lengdut, and it was not tlie lead dcjedling drctuiiOance» that we 
were this day told horn one of His Majefty’s Miniilers, that 
30,000 men were not to be procured for money In any otlicr part 
of Europe than in Pruffia. His Lordfliip computed the other 
German troops in the pay of Great Britain, bcHdes thofe of the 
King of PruiTia, to be about 40,000, and taking them to be paki 
- at the fame rate, the whole fum would amoimt to about three rnil- 
lions per anh. To pay fu largely for refioring Louis XVIL avid 
the old French Government, was very extraordinary, when it was 
9n unqueflionable fad, that all hidorians, writers, and dutefmen, 
had always complained that diis country could not preferve pcnco 
on account of its intrigues. But although w'c had been in the mort 
pcife( 5 l peace and the greateA profperity three years, while the new 
Government had exlAed, yet now we were told, what liad hetbre b<!en 
aflerted by a noble Lord (Aucklandj in his Memorial prefented to 
the States General the 23d of January, 1793, tliat we w'crc mak¬ 
ing war to doAroy certain mifcrcants, aAuming the name of Philo- 
(bphers, who have prefumed to think thcmfclves capable of cllaWifli- 
ing a new fyAem of civil ftxrictv. Such was the lanj^ii.u^c now hclil. 
The new Government, which had fuflFered us to be in pcaoc and 
pacoiperity, was to lie dcAroycd; and the old Governnunr, which 
had continually involved us in broils and cxpence, to be rcAored. 
The noble Lord (Grenville) had faid, that Fnmce was not fpend- 
ihg her ordinary revenue in carrj’ing on the war, but was exhauA- 
iiig her capital; but wws not Great Britain doing t!ie fame, though 
perhaps in a fmaller degree? Could it be pretended that the enormous 
expcnces of the prefent war, and fuch lavilh gifts as that now’ in dlf- 
SK^pn, could he provided for out of our ordinary revenues ? It was 
illb fatd, Prcnchmcn were dragged again A their will iujo the armies. 
This he thought highly improbable, when he looked at the courage 
and enthuliafm with which they fought. As to the dtArefs in 
France occaAoned by the numerous levies, he believed it to be 
iftach lefs than it was reprefented ; while in this country he knev/ 


the diArefs produced by the war to be much greater than was com- 
motUy admitted. Our tnanufaiSlures in particular have been greatly 
|f^nei'.' Tp his knowledge, a JuAice of the Peace, in a manufac- 
tp^ attcAcd 23,000 men Ance the war began, aumd 
mdiba J^ke, in another town, had attcAed nparly 12,000. Could 
hiAances be paralleled in any preceding war? Thefe were 
that oar wpalth and profpprity were dreadfully fuffering by 
ip toi^eiit ouiteA. His LordAilp concluded by obferyii^, thfd it 
^ modi t)cttq: fo |ii^ |>eape t)»il fqbpdlfc ^ ISing of 
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Pruflia, and that if it was true, as he believed it was, and as it indeed 
evidently appeared, that the people of Britain were (irongly attached 
to their Conftitution and Goventment, there could be no danger to 
this country from the cHabliihment of die new Government of 
France, which inftead of holding out any thir^ fedudiive, dt^ayed 
at prefent, and it was faid by the friends of the war, always wouhl * 
dtfplay, nothing hut accumulated horrors. There would be n© 
<langcr, tlicrcfore, tliat EngUflimcn would he defirous of imitating 
a fyilem of horrors ; and upon that grouml he (liould oppofe thn 
prefent addrefs, as it would bring upon the country i giciit eic- 
ponce for an objetf w hich appeared to be both unattainidilc and 
luv.loferving of fupptjrt. 

Lord HAWKKSBURY faid, the noble Earl iiad furcly made 
a midakc in iniputin:;; to Miniilers that the obje<fi of the war was 
changed. Until the Ft each wanronly attacked us we did not in* 
terkre, and the objecl of the war had been all along, and was then- 
chdciiy, and indeeii nhnoll linsply, fecurity. Security was tlie great ' 
aim, though indemnity alio we were entitled to, agreeable to att 
the writers on tlie I’ubjecl of the war and its rights- Tliis fecurky,^ 
he faid, we could ntjt obtain under the prefent ftate of France, 
where one man, unknown in the world until four years ago, canriett 
on the moft unexampled tyranny in the ivamc of two Committees— 
where no law, no mcafurc, no fafety, was to be found—where their 
aifembly was reduced from 745 to 200, and even among thiar 
remnant of the Convention, there liad not been for months a 
debate ; proving thereby to all the world that their fears Uxik from 
thpm all deliberative fun»i.lbns.—Frc»m fuch a country w!C could haver 
no feeflrity. But whai w ere our hopes of fuccefs in puttir^ an end 
to this cruel anarchy ? 'I'hat living as they wvre on their capital, nqit 
like England in any degree, but altogether and at once wafrir^ the 
whole, he forefaw that it imift end-—he could not prcdiifr thp time^ 
but he fai^'ied let that come wh.cn it might, it would be ibdekt^ ^ 
It would be anexplolion, and vvould break up at once. Whenever 
this (houkl happen, it certainly was not for us to dictate the fort of< 
Government tlwt it would be wife for us to eftablilh tiicre; but after, 
fuch a convuliion, and after tearing up all the efrabUlliments—>alt 
tlie foundations of focicty— all the rcvcnucs'-~nnd putting the whod© 
iniichinc into fuch total confufion, it was obvious that dtere mtifi'b*? 
.erected in ranee a very Itrong Executive Cjovernmcnt, hot thati^: 
of no confcqucnpc to this country. was a w'ar of ielf-prcrery;|t<' 

fion ^ and upon that principle it was that he defended thip prefr^; 
freaty. It was not the amount of the fum which their 
pu^t to coiifidcr, fo muc4 obje^ to it 
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it was economically and properly applied, their Lorddiips ought to 
• he pcrfcftly fatisdcd. The moft likely way of fpeedily putting an 
end to the prefent war was, by employing all the rcfources of the 
country, in conjun£lion with our allies, in order to a£k againtl the 
' common enemy. His Lordihip alked, if it was poflible to hire 
troops at a cheaper rate, or troops that were likely to fight better 
in the field ? He thought it was pcrfedly evident, that an army of 
62,000 Pruflians was more likely to a<ft with proper energy and 
than an army to the fame amount, cullcCfcd from all the 
petty States of Gernaany. It had been faid, the revenue of this 
country was greatly exhaufted, and daily diminifliing. His Lord- 
. fhip faid, he believed, if he was wrong he dclircd he might be cor- 
reded, that the revenue of the laft quarter, ending the 5tli of April, 

. was greater than the revenue of any quarter, that ever occurred in 
the hiftcry of this country; and he was perfectly perfuaded that in 
a very (hort time, the revenue of this countr)' would far exceed the 
' revenue of any former period. 'Plus country, therefore, in point 
of finances, was not at all in fo ui^favourablc a fituation as had 
been reprefented by fome rK*blc Lords. 

Lord AUCKLAND faid, that die noble Lari (Lauderdale) had 
idluded to an exprefilon in a Memorial prefented by him to the 
States General. He would beg leave to read the whole of the paf- 
fegc. His Lordrtiip then read a paflage from the Memorial, by 
which it appeared, that the terra Mifcrcants w’as applied to thofe 
^leculatifis of France calling thcmfclvcs Philofophcrs, who had pre- 
fluned to think thcmfelves capable of efiabliihing a new fyfiem of 
civil fociety. By this remark, he faid, he meant Condorcct, 
BrkTot, Petion, Sieves, and others of that defeription. Thdfe Rc- 
vplutionifts, wild cnthufialls, devoid of duty to the Supreme Being, 

. loft to every principle of religion and morality, and who endeavoured 


. /to Ipread their deftru£livc do< 5 lrincs in every kingdom throughout 
■; Europe, had been fucceeded by the Hill more defperate and aban¬ 
doned ruffians who domineered in France at prefent. From thefe 
'^a his X/Ord(hip drew a conclulion, that fuch a conduct ought to 
be vigoroufly c^pofed by every well-regulated focicty. To complete 
Ibqir infamy, they liad, without provocation, invaded Holland, our 
natujal ally, and declared war againfl England. To defend our 


l^t8,'..and to humble this execrable Convention, with Roberfpierre 
jkt ihint head, was the avowed purport of the trea^, and the fubfi- 
ll^y . i^owance to the King of Pruffia. In point of economy, his 
afterted, the bargain was a very good one, as it only 
to jihout 3I. per man per month, which vi-as lefs than men 
j^i^^ed foi in any o&cr pait Eump?. Several nobk 
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Lords had doubted whctlicr in the prefent inftance we ought to repofe 
confidence in the King of Pruflia. His Lordfhip faid,- that Prince 
had never deferted the empire. He had always obferved his trea¬ 
ties with the Emperor. He had never failed in the performance 
of any treaties he had entered into with this country or with Holland, 
and, therefore, he a)nccivcd there was no ground to fufpedt the 
good faith of the King of PrufTia. He faid he had correfponded 
daily, and he might fay, hourly, with the Minifters of Pruflia in 
times of difficulty, anrl thought them fuperior in point of wifdomi, 
ahilitj', and integrity, to all men upon earth. He concluded widi 
acknowledging himfelf to be one of thofe who thought that no peace 
Could be made with France while the jwefent Government exifled 
in that country ; it was w’ith rcfiic*.^ to them a war ufque ad iuter^ 
necionem. 

'Fhe Duke of PORTLAND faid, that after the verj*^ able man¬ 
ner in Avliich all tlio objections to the meafiirc now before their 
Ltxdfhips had been anlwercil by his noble friend (Earl of Mansfield) 
he rofe onlv to fuv, that it was a mcafure in which, if lie had had 
the honour of being one of His Majefly's Miniltcrs, he fliould have 
been prou'l to avow his fiiare. It was not to be eftimafed by the 
quantum of fublidy to be paid, but by its im|X)rtance, to cfFcCl: the 
deftruclion and annihilation of tliat fyftcm, which, while it exifled, 
left no room to hope for fecurity. J Ic approved of the treaties both 
in a pulideal and pecuniary i»oint t)f view, and ddired to be confi- 
dcFcd as much a party to this particular mcafure as any man con¬ 
cerned in it. 

Ix)rd GRENVILT.?' faid, that all the collateral matter intro¬ 
duced into the debate had been fo completely anfwcrcd, he fliould 
only weaken the force of the arguments of other noble Lords, by 
attempting to add to tlicm. He fliould only obferve on the variety 
of topics which had no immediate connciflion with the lubjedt under 
cunfidcratton, that their foie tendency was to reprefent the reibuices 
of the country as totally exhaufted, and to terrify the minds of the 
people, if it w'cre true, as certain noble Ixirds alfumcd, that the 
refources of the country were on the point of being exhaufled, even 
this would be no aigumcnt againfl making one vafl and defperate 
effort, which we had flill the power of making, rather tlian tamely 
fubmic to ruin. “ If,” faid Lord Grenville, “ the nation is in¬ 
volved in fuch imminent danger as the noble Marquis and the noble 
Earl have pofitively alPcrtcd it is, it then becomes every rank of 
men to join their efforts, in order to make one lafl effort to retrieve 
our honour (which 1 contend is not fulUed), and to preface owr. 
independency as a free nation.” , 
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* A noblt Lord (Liruderdftk;) atlmittcd that the prt-fent Goverrt- 
inent of France was deteftable; that the noble Lord was ob%ed to 
admit; for it muft be dw opinion of every man, that the power of 
Government now excrcifcd in France M'as 11 tyranny more deteftable 
than the tyranny of Caligula oi* Nero—a lift'uc of jiarrieidcs and of 
Climes. Could fuch a CJovernmcnt be liable? Every leilbn of 
luftory, every pinciplc of morality, nuight that it could not. 
Cruelty might begdt ofienoes, and oflcnccs cruelty, for a fcafon j but 
* the perked muft foon arrive, wi\en the whole nefarious fyftcni inuft 
be precipitated into that ruin 10 wliich its principles and its pradlicc 
inevitably tended. On the objett (»f the war, tlic language of Mi- 
nifters had been always uniform—that it was a war for fccuriry ; 
not unde^rtaken u^l wc were attacked ; anil that our only fccurity 
Was the dcftrudlion of that fyftcm 'vhich had brought us into danger. 
A iV^ble Marquis (Lanfdow'ne) admitted that wc had obtained glo¬ 
rious conquefts; but what was tiic clfccl of tlicfe on the noble Mar¬ 
quis's mind ? A ildne to fqwrate the glory of tlic officers who 
commanded fn>m that of the Coverjunent who employed them. 
He knew not what the feelings of the noble Marquis miglit be ; but 
Minifters would never feparate from their own, tiic cauft of ofiicers 
who had fteptforward with xcal in the fcrvicc <>t their country, and 
on whole ability and valour no man would beftow wanner praife 
than he. Notwithftanding our vi rj' great fucccHes in Alia, the 
Weft Indies, and more pirticularly on that part of the Continent 
“which was the grand theatre of the war, attcjnpts had been made 
to imprefs the Public w itli ideas of dcfijondencv, as if w e and our 
allies were unequal to the contert in which wc were engaged. Every 
fu^reeding event, however, ferved more and more to prov.e the con- 
. ,^ry. But were he one of tlioli: wlio thought moft humbly of our 
|)Ower and our rcfnurces, as a lover of order, religion, and govem- 
anent, intlead of fubmUting to the enemy, he would w'ifti for a laft 
<deljpesale elfort to exterminate a fyftcm fo pregnant widi mifery and 
Toin. s 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE foid, the noble Lord had tri- 
jBixiphantly declined attempting to anfwer arguments as completely 
%fifwered before, wliich one noble Lord had faid he would nut enter 
Intn^ and another noble Lord had faid he would nut touch upon, 

' liecauie his noble friend had left nothii^ to fay. If the breuffi of 
^ iirft Icdcmn tieaty with the King of Pruftfta, in July, 1793^ 
(S^ addooed. to (hew there was no confidence to be pland in any 
treaty, the anfwer was ready-~» namely, the French nation 
‘^^l^ iinriigipus, inunonil, and dangerous to fociety. This was the 
to.all .the other truths, wldch Adroimftratkin them^vn 
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were obliged, although reluAantly, to acknowled^* The noble 
Lwd nug^t indulge his triumph, but on one point he (hoidd never 
difplay Iris eloquence in that Houfe, without receiving an anfwer. 
The noble Loi^ had menrioned his exprellions of deteftation of the 
prefent French Government, in a manner to convey an idea that he 
wiihed to withhold durie expreflions. What authority had the noble 
Lord to iiirmifc that he was not as itneere as himfelf in what he 
faid on that fubje^ ? Were fuch infinuations thrown out to counte^ 
nance the calumnies which his lower hirelings were daily circa- 
lating— 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND fpoke to order. Such expref¬ 
lions, applied to any Member of that Houfe, w'cre unwarrantable. 

The Earl of LAUDERDAI.E fatd, he Ihould be extremely 
forty if the words he had ufed could be underdood as meant to be 
applied to any Menihor of that Houfe; but he was not diforderly 
in faying that Miiiiftcrs employed hitclings, or at lead, if he was, 
he had to plead the example of much dronger language licld in that 
Houfe on many former ocenfions. It was impndible to fuppofethat 
he could mean to fiy that any Member of that Houfe w’as fo em¬ 
ployed. No noble Lord in that Houfe, or out of it, Ihould dare 
to calumniate him with( ur the proper animadverdon. His mean¬ 
ing was, and could only be, that indnuatiuns thro'vn out in that 
Houfe, if not immediately repelled, might give a colour to calum¬ 
nies dilTcminated elfcwhcrc. That Adminidr^tion hod hin lings 
out of the Houfe, he was not fingular in bclicx lug, and every day 
furnifhed Aifficicnt reafon to encourage that belief. 'I'he noble 
L('rd had made ufe of one aigumcnt as exrraoulinir) is unexpe<fled 
from fuch a quarter. He had fiid that it war> w ife tf> m ike one 
defperate edbrt. This wns defperatc language liom MiuilKrs, and 
they ought well to condder whether or not the public ear wai yet 
attuned to it. Would they, who ought to be the lad to undervalue 
the rcfources of the countiy, put uui all on the hazard of one def¬ 
perate effort * 

LordGRENVIU..K faid, it was almod unneceffary for him to 
explain that what he had faid amounted only to this, that all the 
aiguments of noble Lords againd the prefent meafure were founded 
on a fuppodtion that die rcfources of the country were on the point 
of being exhauded, a fuppodtion which he by no means admitted to 
be true i but taking it even on their rcprcfcntatioii, dill it would be 
more becoming the charadfer of Engliflimen to make one defperate 
effort, than to lie dowm and die. When he turned hU view to the 
Ead or Wed Indies, and more cfpccially to what had licen atchiev- 
cd by the valour of die illudrious Prince who commanded our ar- 
VoL. XXXVIII. Na 



*74 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A. 1794* 

mies in the more important theatre of the war, he faw much ground 
for hope, but none for defpair. It was not, he faid, probable, at a 
moment when fuccefs crowned our arms in the and in the 
Weft, when daily advices were arriving from that illuftrious Prince 
wlio had the care of our affairs on the Continent, of his brilliant 
fuccefles, that he ftiould have made fo deplorable a ftatement, as 
tliat this was our laft hope, or our laft effort. 

The Houfc then divided. 

Contents _ - 75 

Proxies - - - 24—99 

Non Contents - - _ 6 


Majority 93 

The Lords with white ftaves were ordered to wait upon His Ma- 
jefty, to know when he would receive the addrefs. 

The Houfe adjourned, 

7 hurfday, ijl May. 

The farther examination of evidence on the African flave trade, 
which flood for this day, was, on the motion of his Royal High- 
nefs the Duke of Clarence, poftponed till Tuefday next. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Fridayt 2 d May, 

The order of the day being read, for the freond reading of the 
bill for prohibiting the exportation of Haves in Britifh bottoms to fo¬ 
reign Weft-India iftands, 

Lord ABINGDON faid, I rife to trouble your Lordfhips with 
a few obfervations in op^x)fition to the principles of tlii$ bill, pur- 
))orting to be, as it is, “ a bill for abolilhing the trade carried on 

for fupplying foreign territories with Haves.” 

And having already, upon a former occafion, incontrovcrtibly 
fhewn and demonftrativcly proved to your LordHrips, bcv'ond the 
reach even of fophiftry to difpute, or argument to deny, that this 
propofition, namely, that for the abolition of the Have trade, is a 
French propofition ; that it is grounded in and founded upon French 
principles; that it means neither more nor lefs, nor other, than 
fiiherty and Equality ; that it has Thomas Paine’s Rights of Man for 
Its chief and beft fupport; that its origin in this countr}', I mean its 
parliamentary origin, was in confcquence of correfpcMidcnces held by 
individual Members of Parliament here with individuals of the 
Narional Convcjqtion of France, and by the intercourfe of exifting 
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clubs iri both countries ; that by being carried into cfltc<St in France 
(whilft we reportpaJJ'u following the fame fyftcm and example,) it 
has had in the colonics of France all the direful clfedls <le^cible out 
of, and ncccffarily flowing from, fueh principles, namcl^ thofe of 
fubordination, anarchy, confulion, murder, havock, devattationj 
and ruin—I fay, my Lords, having l.iiii thefe plain truths before 
your Lordfliips, it is not my defign here to prefs this ground of ob- 
jedlion any farther ; and yet before I leave this topic of ai^umcnt, 
may I be permitted to appeal to the H<iufe—may I be allowed to 
addrefs mjfelf to the Right Reverend Reneh of 13 ifliops, and in par¬ 
ticular to the Right Reverend Prelate wlujfe mind has been fo rea¬ 
dily made up upon this occafion, and to afk him, whether he has 
ever ferioufly applied thefe confldcr.itions to this fubje£t, and has 
viewed it in the light in which it is here placed? And if he has> 
will he fay, that he docs not find in it that fpirit of novelty and in¬ 
novation which arc the chara<^eri!tic marks of the prefenr times? 
Will he fay, that he does not fee a ftrong afiinity and relationflbip 
between this propofition for rite abolition of the (lave trade, and 
tliofc other proix)fiiions of reform which the new philofophy of tliO 
age arc now fo loudly calling out for ? Docs he believe from his 
heart, that the freedom of negroes in Africa and the Welt Indies is 
the real motive of this propofition, and that there are not other rca- 
fons lefs remote and much nighcr home upon w'hich it has its foun¬ 
dation and bottom r In a word, cannot the Right Reverend Pre¬ 
late, with his microfcopic eye (for, as a man of fcience, a microfcopic 
eye he mnft have,) perceive in this pro|X)fition feeds of other aboli¬ 
tions different and diftindt from that which it profclfes, and which 
may not^fooncr or later grow up to the downfall even of that very 
Bench on which he and his brethren now fit fo much at their eafe in 
this Houfe ? But here I leave thefe refledilions to that conlidera- 
tion of them wlui h their importance might feem to require. And 
now the next ground of objcdlion to the principle of this bill is of a 
more immediate and dirccl nature, nor by inference, nor by inuende, 
nor by doiluelion of argument, but drily, plainly, Amply and une¬ 
quivocally this—that it is in open violation and avowcil fubverfion 
of one of the three leading and fundamental principles of the Confli- 
tution of this country. Wliat thefe principles are, every body 
knows, or .at lead ought to know, though I fear they are not fb 
well underftood or attended to as they ought to be. True it is, 
that the Conflitution of this country is, as it is faid, in en omnium^ 
but more truly in mente nulUus ; talked of by all, but in the undcr- 
Ibinding of none. But be this as it may, the Conflitution is ftill 
the fame, and thefe its leading and fundamental principles, being 

N n % 
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" the right of perfonal fecurity, the ri^t of perfonal liberty, and 
** die right of private property.** I fay, that this propohtion for 
die abolition of the flave trade is in open violation and avowed fub* 
verfion o^one of thefe three fundamental principles, namely, that 
of the right of private property , a right fo facred, that as a late ve* 
nerable and learned law Lord of this Houfe once afiirmed of the xe* 
prefentation of this country, tliat there was not a blade of grafs in it 
that was not reprefented , fo, with the fame emphatic truth, may 
it be here faid, that there is not a blade of grafs in or out of dus 
country appcitaining to it that is not the immediate fubjc6t of the 
invioIatnUty of this right. And yet, what is the propofition ^ 
Under this connitiitional right of this country, 70,000,000!. of 
private property vefted in the Weft-Indies alone, not to fpeak of 
the immenfe profit of the trade itftlf, faniStioned in its ufe and enjoy¬ 
ment for a period of two hundred and thirty odd years, and thus 
fupported by the preferiptive right of the common law of the land, 
and not only fupported by die preferiptive right of the common law 
of the land, but guaranteed by divers and repeated adts of Pailia- 
ment, is, what * is now, by a few filly words in a filly aft of 
Parliament, not only to he violated, but to be put to the rific and 
hazard of total anniliiiation and dcfiruftion. And for what ^ will 
any body fpeak out and tell me ? Is it to obtain the votes and inte- 
xefi of any defeription of men in dds country, in order to fecurc the 
foats of individual MembtTS in another Houfe of Parliament ’ Is 
this pofiible ^ But if it be, what do the owners of this property 
iky, what does the Confiitution fay, what mufi the nation at lar^ 
even fay i All fuiFcrcrs in dq^rcc, mud they not fay, as the 
foogs did to the fchool-bo}s in the fable, who were pelting them 
witii fioncs, ** diis is fpurt to you, my boys, but remember it is 
** death to us.” But be the caufc what it may, is it an aftofjuf- 
ricc ? Who will fay fo > Why tiicn it is an aft of injufiice. 
And (hall this Houfe (the dernier refort of juftice) fanftify an aft of 
injufiice ^ But if it did, what is to be the enmpenfation ^ What 
the quid pro quo ? Is it refiitution, or reparation for the damage to 
be ilifiained i No, no, no fuch thing. Wliat then ’ Is it any 
foltd or fubfiantial ? Not that either; but it is a non-entity; 
it is that which the Metaphyficans call an ers rationis, a mere ab- 
firaft term in moral philofopliy called humaiuty, and which, vi 
termini, is to balance the whole of this great and enormous account. 
But here again, leaving thefe refleftions to your Lordfiiips* confide- 
xation, 1 (hall now fiate one other objeftton, and one objeftion 
<mly i and that is not to the principle of the bill, but to the bill it- 
folf; and that In a lew words, and whidi objeftion is chis» that 
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of all die indecent bills that ever were brought up to this lloufe» 
this appears to me to be the moft indcoent: for what is the caie i 
The rrfolution of your Lordihips upon U;Is bu^nefs^ 1 think, is in 
diefe words: 

** Ordered, 

“ This Houfe do forthwith proc'rd to inquire into the piefoot 
date of the trade to Africa, and particularly the trade in flaves ; 
and alfo into the nature, extent and importance of the fugar, cofiee 
and cotton trade, and into the general Hate and condition of the 
WcH-India iflands, and the means of improving the fame." 

And now, what is this bill ? In total difregard of this refolution, 
pending the inquiry that has been inilitutcd, before that inquiry is 
oncdialf hniflicd, and of courfe before all your Lordfhips' minds at 
lead are made up upon tliis very qucHion, here comes a bill antici> 
paling our deliberations, and calling upon us to do that which at heft 
our Judgements are not ripe to perform. Now, my Lords, what 
motive the other Houfe of Parliament miglit have for this proce¬ 
dure, it is unneceflary for me to inquire into ; but this I knoiv, 
that they have no right to dictate to us. Let them mind their own 
butinefs, and m'C will take care of ours ; and in the rejodtion of 
this bill, which I lhall cordially do, be it remcmlicrcil, thit this 
will not be the firft time, even within my memory, that this coun¬ 
try and this Conftitution have been faved by this Houfe from the 
rath and intemperate mcafurcs of the other. 

Lord GRENVILLE diftered with the n<»blc Earl, and held the 
fame opinion he had always given on this fubjc£f. On the prefent 
bill he would fay a few words, before he made the motion w ith 
which he meaut to conclude. He vindicated the proceedings of the 
Houfe of Commons i and thinking the abolition of the Have trade 
a fubjedl of the utmoH importance, he allowed that every nccelfary 
inquiry (hould be made on it; and at the fame time not as a mat¬ 
ter of expediency or humanity, but a duty on that Houfe. He 
thought that inqmiy ought to be as eagerly and fpeedily gone into 
as poHible, that their Lordlhips might have it in their power to 
come to a final deciiion upon it. The objcdl; of tlie prefent bill 
went only to a partial remedy in a parti ‘liar l-nnch of the trade, 
fo that whatever way it was decided, it h-jve little or no ef- 

fod in ultimately determining the queibon cf abo’itiv^n ; therefore, 
ho{xr^ and wifhing that the pn^refs of the itiquiry in future mig^t 
not be fo much retarded as it had been, a:><i wiUing at the fame 
dme that every neceflary information mi^t be received, he would 
move, ** That the fecond reading of this bill be poHponed tUl thtt 
day three numlhs.” 
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The Bifhop of ROCHESTER agreed with the noble Secretary 
of State but left he ihould be accufed of inconfiftency, thought it 
his duty to fay fomething before he gave his vote in the way he meant 
to do. His rcafun fur not particularly objecting to the bill, and for 
agreeing with the prefent inution, was, that it only alFedlcd the fo¬ 
reign carrying trade, and therefore from the difference between the 
Rate of the Weft-India iflands now, and before the w'ar, it would 
prove nugatory. The ifland of St. Domingo, particularly, was 
now in the hands of the Spaniards and Britifh only ; fo if it was in¬ 
tended to evade this bill, it would only be neceflary to land the 
ilavcs on the parts of the iflands in our ov^n hands, and thus the 
bill would have no eife6t. 

The Duke of CLARENCE made a fhbrt fpcech in favour of the 
motion, and ftated generally his obje<ftions to the abolition of tlie 
flave trade. 

Earl STANHOPE replied to the noble Lords who had preceded 
him, acculing each of inconfiftency by the arguments they had ufed 
that day, when compared to their former opinions declared in that 
Houfe. 

The Bifliop of Rochefter, Lord Grenville, and the Earl of 
Abingdon, faid each a tew words in reply. 

The of LAUDERDALE maiie an animated fpecch againft 
the motion. He contended ftrongly that the Secrctaiy of State and 
the reverend Prelate were converts from their former opinitrns, 
without giving any argument or Hating any ground for this Hidden 
change. He trufled, as on this <x:cafion, fo they wtmld on the ge¬ 
neral queftion, becotnc converts, and fee the impropriety of abo- 
liihing a tr:ulc in which the property of fo many ^^as engaged to 
fuch an extent, legally, and vrith the fandlion of Parliament, forfo 
long a period. 

'Ehe quell ion being put, there appeared, for the motion. 
Contents, 45.; Not contents, 4. Majority, 41. 

The order being read for tlie Houfe to go into a Committee on 
Howard’s Divorce bill. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that before going into the Com¬ 
mittee, he wiflicd to addrefs their Lordlhips for a few minutes.—* 
Since the laft night when this bill was under difeuflion, he had au¬ 
thority from Lady Elizabeth Bcllafyfc and her friends to ftate, that 
it was not her wi(h to accept of fo much as the Houfe in their wif- 
efom had been plcafed to grant her, by a claufc of the bill which he 
^d moved. The claufc was, that the lady be allowed 7000I. and 
^ annuity of 250I. She wiflicd to decline the annuity, and trufled 
their Lordlhips would allow the 7000I. to be paid her, chargeable 
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only with fuch debts as ihe may have contracted Hnce the 24.^ of 
July laft. It was therefore his intention in the Committee to pro- 
pofe a claufe to this effeCt. Before he fat down, he was happy in 
having the opportunity of fo full an attendance to declare, tliat in 
every thing connected with this bill, where he had taken any part 
or fpoken, he never had meant, but iludioufly avoided every tiling 
that could poflibly be conftrued into any inlinuation or allufion in 
the Icaft reflecting upon Mr. Howard, bccaufc he knew that none 
fuch could be juflified by that honourable gentleman’s conduCt. 

The Houfe then refolvcd into a Committee, the Earl of Suffolk 
in the chair. 

The Duke of Bedford brought up his claufe. 

The Duke of NORFOLK faid, that the claufe propofed for 
this allowance to the lady on a former night was at a late hour.— 
He underftood the judgement of the Houfe to have proceeded upon 
the noble Duke's having ftated that this was an extraordinary cafe, 
and for that rcafon entitled to the indulgence of the Houfe. This 
he conceived to be injuflicc to Mr. 1 low ard, and more particularly 
becaufe not only in tint Houfe, but in the world at large, an idea 
had gone abroad that the marriage was contracted againrt the lady's 
confent and inclination, and this with the knowledge of Mr. Howard. 
If he could have been guilty of any thing fo improper and cruel, 
he certainly merited the misfortunes he had met with ; but, in his 
vindication, he could prove to the Committee, fiom documents in 
his hands, that this was not true. ' 

Lord AITCKLAND fjxikc to order; he conceived that the two 
noble Dukes were likely to get into a difculuon of family differ* 
cnees; and thought it fo extremely indelicate, that if the wjble Duke 
perflftcd in wifhing to read letters which he had alluded to, he mud 
nvjve tuclccfr the lloufe; he likewife mutl fay, that though entirely 
unacquainted with all the parties, he had paid e(»nftant and parti¬ 
cular attention to this unfortunate affair, and could not tliroughout 
And thui any implication of blame had been laid to Mr. Howard's 
charge. 

• 'I'he LORD CHANCELLOR f^xike to the fame eflctd, and 
recommended it to the noble Duke not to read the letters. 

The Duke of NORFOLK faid, he meant to oppofe the claufe, 
and therefore it was neceflary to vindicate Mr. Howard, bccaufe 
the allowance propofed had been acceded to by the Houfe upon the 
grounds he had dated before. He could not fee fo much indelicacy 
in reading to their Lordfhips, evidence tliat had been broi^ht for¬ 
ward in an open Court of Law, and given in public reports after- 
. wards j and when a man's property was to be taken from him with- 
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out his confcnt, it was certainty unfair not to allow his vindication 
to be heard. He was proceeding to ftate ibme particulars about the 
lady’s fortune, and to read the letters, when 

Lord AUCKLAND diought all Others of families felt the fame 
delica(y as he did in fuch cafes as this, and moved, ** that the 
Houfc be cleared.” Strangers were not re-admitted. 

The bill went through the Committee, and was ordered to be 
read a third time. 

The emigrant corps bill was read a fccond time; and, upmi a 
motion that it be committed on Monday next, Earl Stanhope oppo- 
fed the commitment. The Houfe divided for committing, 
Contents, 24, not contents, i. Majority, 23. 

Tiufdtiy, May. 

When their Lordflnps had returned from the trial of Warren 
Haftings, b fq a mcfl.ige was. fent to inform the Commons, that 
they would psoccfd taithcr in the nnl to-morrow. 

Lord GRLNMLLE moved the ordci of the dav, for their 
Lordflnps to refolve into a Committer upon the emigiaut corps 
bill. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE lofc, and made a few obje< 51 ions 
to the indecent manner in which a bill of fo much impurtince had 
been hurried through the Houfe; for the prefent, he would content 
himfelf with making this obfcrvation, but would lefervc himfelf to 
fpeak at large on the bill when ht liad heard Miniflers deliver their 
fendments, as he hoped, that m a point of fo much importance they 
would explain at lai^e to the Houfe the principles upon which the 
bill was founded. 

Lord GRENVILLE replied, that the bill fpoke for itfelf, and 
required no arguments to 1it t juiliee, but thofebf which the 
nation at large were in full '' '« 1 already. lEe meafure was 
not new, nor was tlicrc, u^ i <ion, any thing which required 
explanation, their Lor ifliip^ 1 ''r tiie bill in print before them ; but 
if any noble Lord was of of 1"’^ .1 that he faw any thing objefSionablc 
in it, he wis ready to explain it. 

The Earl of ALBEMARLE, acknowledging the iecblenefs of 
his abilities, and how inadequate he was to the talk of genng through 
the claufes, yet thought it was his duty to ^ve Ms reafons for vot¬ 
ing againfl die bill, as he intended to do. In the firft place, he 
Qonfidered the war in whidi we were engaged as an unjuft one on 
our part, and that the prefent bill, inftead of advancing us to the 
Qioft deiirable of all objects, peace, would remove us farther from 
it To employ foreigners he held incompadble with the fpirit of 
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our CcHiftifotion, efpecially when'thofe foreigners were, to ta]&'ani^ 
atflivc part in this kingdom. He faid, they were not to’-be depended * 
upon, and that it would add to the animofity of France, in^much % 
as to uige them on to put to death every one of thofe armed emigrants ‘ 
that might fall into their hands. He condemned the claufc which' 
made tlieexiftcnce of a foreign legion permanent in this country to. 
the end of the war. The eyes of the country, his Lordfliip faid, 
began to be opened j the people looked for peace, and, he trufted, 
before it was too late, that the voice of tlic nation would compel His 
Majefty’s Minifters to procure peace. For tlicfc rcafons, his Lord.> 
ftiip, after apologizing for occupying fo much of the patience of the. 
Houfe, declared, that he would vote againil the bill being com¬ 
mitted. 

Lord HAWKESBURY entered pretty much at large into the 
merits of the bill. He faid it was founded in jufticc, and fupported 
by rcafun. The perfons to be employed on this occafum were men * 
who inuft be true to the caufe in which they M ere engaged to fight; 
for their property and their happinefs were at (lake. He did not 
conceive that France would dare to put to death any emigrant enliffed 
in the Britifli fcrvicc, and who had fled and not fubferibed to the 
Jacobin Government of that diflradlcd country. If Ihe did, Iho 
mull know that retaliation would follow ; and from the number of 
prifoners in poffcflion of the combined powers, the feene of blood- 
fhed mull be great, and would lie at their door. He entertained 
no apprehenfion on this account j and from all which he could coi¬ 
led, it was pretty evitlent tliat when the people of France knew 
that the objedl of the prefent war was to dcllroy the prefent Govern¬ 
ment of that nation, if a (.’overnment it couKl Ini called, there was 
very little dbubt of numbers flying b) the llandard that was to arinihi- 
late this horrid hydra of dcf()Otifni. It might be faid, what fyftcm, 
if we were fuccefsful, was to be adoptcil r Tlic anfwer to this was 
a plain one, that which under the cxiiling circumtlanccs of the 
cafe might be found moll prudent; and he w'as proud to fay, a mo- 
, narchical fyflcm, properly modulated, was the bell. The prefent 
bill did not interfere witli the Alien bill; by the latter, emigrants 
were interdided from approaching within ten miles of the lea coall, 
and this was highly requilitc, as amongll thofe who fought our pro-, 
tedion there no doubt were a number of fpics and feditious perfons. 
By the emigrant corps bill, the troops thus raifed were under the 
military laws of this country, and interdided, except on fomc pref- 
fing occafion, to come farthcr.into this country than five miles froni 
the fca coaft. I'hcir ilation was to be at Guernfey or Jcifey, or on 
the Continent, as occafion might require. They were to reccivo 
Voi,. XXXVIII. Oo 



PARLIAMENTARY 


m 


A. 1794* 


Brififii fxft t>T]t there msw no half pay to the officers. It was im- 
ptffible, the noble Lord (aid, for any fears to be entertained from 
e ibree that coi^ded of only 5000 men, even if they were dtfpofud 
to aA hofhlely ag^ft in. Upon the whole, he conceived that 
them never was a more fair, jud, equitable or conditutional bill 
than the prefent. 

The ^rl of THANET requefted the indulgence of the Houfc 
to make a few obfervations: he was furpiifed that the principle of 
humanity was urged in favour of a mcature, which he was convin¬ 
ced would lead to ferotioufnefs and crucltv. By the principle of 
this bill His Majefty was empowered to enlift “is many foreigners as 
he thought fit; and it ania/ed him much, thit the Commons, who 
held the purfe of the nation, (liould hi\c unuiclc..d in fiicli an 
aiarmii^ inoafure. It was novv well undirdoid, that the allies 
wifhed to reftorc the old dctutihle monwliy in that country, and 
we feleiSted the iircnts of that dtlp turn bv this bill, for the purpofc 
of ftcUitJting its rcl^oration. 'I Iws wis a circumftancc that would 
render thefe unfortunate men abhorrent in the eyes of their country¬ 
men, and would excite that ferocity to which his noble friend had 
adverted. It would be attended with the certain deftruiTlion of thofc 
wretched people, who had f hi own themfclvcs upon our protefiion. 
The bill, he contended, wms an imconfiitution il one, and extremely 
dangerous; for thefe very 5000 men might ixjflefs tbemfelvcs of 
the only fortified place in England, namely, J’ortfmouth, and be¬ 
come inafters of all our fleet. He did expe£i that His Majefty’s 
Minifters would have the proper an 1 rcfpci^ful decency due to the 
Houfe, to have fiated the principles of the bill, and adduced thofc 
arguments which urged them to adopt it: but not one word was faid 
from thofc who were the advifers of the meafure. It was therefore 
bis intention to vote agiinft it. 

Lord LAUDERDALE was concerned to heir the meafure de¬ 
fended by Mini^hrson the narrow ground of its being a mere ail of 
diaiity. In whatever point he viewed the bill it had bis mod 
hearty negative. It had been now avowed, that the war was pro- 
fccutcd for the purpofc of overturning the prefent exifiing Govern¬ 
ment of France, but the noble Lord declared, that Miniilcrs had 
not fixed on giving the French any other in return: this, in his 
mind, w<as the moft extriordinary niode he had ever heard of pro¬ 
ducing order and tranquillity. Thus had Minifiers, after repeatedly 
iliifting their grounds, now ventured to affert their fpecific objeil, 
which was equallv fir'„olar, ftrange, and abfurd, as all their foimer 
doclaradons. He was not furprifed to have heard the noble Lord 
(HjlWkefoury) dwell upon the excellence of thefe troops, when^ he 
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recollei^led what had been afTertcd on a former niglit, diat the 
Han mercenaries were preferable to thofe of various petty German 
Ihinces, among whom there could be no harmony. But he wae 
of opinion, that it would liavc been much better to have applied to 
the Continent for troops, rather than enlift thofe who muft excite 
animoflty, and prolong the war, if the French were even difpofed 
for peace. His Lordfhip vi-as of opinion, that thefc men could not 
confifrently take the oath preferibed, as many of them had taken 
the oath in France adminillercd by the Cunfticuent Aflembly. He 
afkcd, did the noble Lord fuppofc tliat the converfation in the Hoide 
this night could have any effciSt on tlic National Convention of 
France ? Who was tlierc||puld promtfe fecurlty to thofe unfortunate 
men, if taken prifoners ? As long as men were influenced by their 
pafTions and intcreUs, thofe men, many of whom compofed the 
Nobles of that country, could not hoix; for favour. Every man 
who remained in France was in a better fituation, and had better 
profpcf^s than he had before the revolution, and they muft look upon, 
thofe emigrants with a jealous eye, of whofc lands they were in pof- 
feffion, if they attempted to engage in the war againft their country. 
There was another queftion deferving of coniidcration, which he by 
no means conceived an abftrail principle, and this was the fenti- 
ments our troops were likely to imbibe, by ferving in conjundlion 
with men poftcftlng thofe defpotic ptinciplcs fo repugnant to the 
feelings of freemen, and the liberties of Britons. Much had been 
fetid in reprobation of France i but Government fhould refledf, that 
it has had rccourfe to clubs to fupport its own mcafurcs; and in the 
Alien bill, the French Finance bill, and others, they imitated the 
conduct c(f thofe whom they reprehend. For thefe reafons, he would 
object to the prefent bill; he would object to every meafurc tiliat 
makes war more ferocious than it is; and he was convinced that 
the language of the noble Lord, which declared that Minifters had 
for their objc(ft, to overturn the prefent Government of France, wai 
calculated to make that country ftill more unanimous than it wa^ at 
prefent. 

Li>rd AUCKLAND defended the bill. He faid, that the na¬ 
ture of the war in which we were engaged, required that wo fhould 
exert every means in our power in order to carry it on with vigour. 
The emigrants whom it was propofed to embody, had been driven 
out of their country by the pcrfccutions of the Government: tloy 
muft feci the utmoft anxiet)' for the re>eftabli{hment of fexnethtng 
like aTlbg u'.ar Government. He was therefore much at a lofa;to 
conceive why we were iwt to make ufc of the aftiftance of thofe men 
in the w.ir which we were now carrying on. It was hatd dut thdt 
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unfortunate men Hiould be {Urpcded: their 'whole condu6i, their 
eagernefs to take the field and redrefs their country’s wrongs, oughtj 
ia his opinion, to have fkreened them from fuch imputations, He 
ttenied ^at the prefent mcafurc would add to the fcrocioufnefs of 
war. All that this country pledged itfclf to was, to pull down the 
f3rfiem that prevails in France, for with rcfi^eft to the object of the 
war, he entirely agreed with the noble Lord (Hawkefburj',) that no 
fccurity cduld be obtained while fuch a Government as the prefent 
exifted in that country. This was a diflinct objcifl; but as to what 
was to follow, that was not a fubjeft at prefent before the Houfe. 
He reprobated the Convention; and compared Roberfpierre to the 
mock Minifter in Gil Bias. 

The Earl of MANSFIELD maintained the jufiicc of the prefent 
war, and the prudence of the prefent mcafurc, as one of the means 
of carrying it on. He denied that it was to be f jund in any book 
of authority on the Law of Natioi's, that one country flrould not 
interfere with the internal Governme nt of another, at a time when 
they were at war, the inure efpeci.illy, as in this cafe, where the 
enemy liad avowed a dvtormi nation to dcflroy yours. We had a 
right, in this cafe, to interfere widi that country, to enter into the 
Jicart of it, and to give the enemy the doepeft wound. He rlefcnd- 
cd the prefent mcafurc aslxing conducive to this end, and lilccly to 
bring the war to a concluhon. He drew a pidure of Fnincc, as it 
was under its monarchical Government; contraftetl the happinefs and 
tlic liberty tlic people then enjoyed, with the dcfpotifm, anarchy, 
murder, and robbery that norv dcfolnted that country, and plunder¬ 
ed and malfacrcd its inhabitants. The Republican fyftcm w'as faid 
to be w'ith the confent of twenty-four millions of peoblc •, but this 
carried falfchood on the face of it. If all cunfented to this new-fan¬ 
gled ConlUtution, how did it happen that fuch numbers (hould be 
guillotined, and fo many imprifoiicd for difapproving of it ? Were 
the people of La Vendee among tlrofe twenty-four millions ? Wero 
tliq Toulonefe, and the inhabitants of various other provinces with¬ 
in that deferiptionr Thefe were idle alTertions, and he could take 
upotiihim, from every cxifting circumllance, to fay, fuch was the 
iUte. of France at prefent, that when the Rc^al ftandard was pro^ 
pedy raifed, thoufands and thoufands would Hock to it. He faid 
very little reliance was to be placed on the popular frenzy of the 
XAultttude there i it was this day for Danton, the next for Roberfpierre} 
' ,and OIK Republican villain followed the other to the fcaffold. Here, 
he^mid, he could not omit Hating what Anthony faid to dile young 
jQ^viug : Young man, place no reliance on popularity, the voice 
multitude is ch<ibgeablc, it may be for you to day, apd againH 
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yoii to morrow.” Thus it is in France.. Wliat is right this hour, 
is wrong the next, and the idol of Monday is guillotined on 
Tuefday. His Lordfhip gave a high chara£lcr of that celebrated 
old man, M. dc Malflicrbes, lately put to tleadi at the age of 74, 
a man whofe name was venerated, and on whofe character the breath 
of Hander had never even wl'ifpcrcd a reproach. Such were the 
acts of a fet of inifereants, whofe oaufe fomc noble Lords efpoured, 
a Convention of dcfjwradocs who threatened ddlruftlon to all civil 
Government. They were in their minds wild bcafts, and if wc 
could not tame them, it was our intereft to hunt them down. He 
concluded with a quotation from the' opinion of Dumouricr, ngni> 
fying that if the other powers of Europe did not prevent France 
from cftablKhing a Republic, they would be all in danger from its 
example. 

The Duke of BEDFORD declared, when he firll faw the bill, 
that he was furprifed at its principle, and adonilhed at its contents. 
He, of courfe, fupjwfcd that fome Member of Adminiftration would 
explain to him the rcafon why it was brought forward, and the cx- 
peclations they had formed of its fuccefs. The noble I/ord who 
had fjwkcn laft did not proceed to dcfjiid the mcafurc, for that were 
a difficult talk, but contented himfclf, with animadverting on Rober- 
fpierir. and the Convention. Jt was not, his Grace was aware, a 
meafure of the noble I,<wd’s, but of AdminiHration; lie thought 
jhey fhould explain their motives to the people and to their Lord- 
Hiips. He was furprifed to hear the bill defended on tlic grounds 
of humanity, lor he confidcred it of the moft inhuman tendency. 
It would give rife to every thing fanguinary and cruel; nothing 
would be Icfwto be decided according to circumftances, but left our 
troops to be nv.iflTacrcd by the enemy, and no man could fee to what 
length retaliation might extend. For his part, his Grace faid, he 
forefaw, and was Mrfe<illy convinced, that if thefc unfortunate men 
were taken prifunen, tliat they would inevitably be maffiacred. 
Thefc unhappy men, his Grace obferved, were left no alternative, 
if they did not enlift, they could not fhew their face, or lift up their 
head in Society, for there was no medium between honour and dif- 
honour. Tiiusdiiventodiilra<^lion, fpcal^g generally, hcHiould 
not be furprifed if fevcral were to adl treachcroufly to thofe who had 
under the mafk of humanity, forced them to fight againft their coun> 
try. He conceived that it would have behoved Minirters, and it 
would do mure lionour to the Britiffi name, to have provided for 
thefc unfisttunite men' in any other way, in preference to that dc- 
vifed in the prefent bill. Oppofition, he obferved, had been af> 
perfedvby Mitiifiry i tlicy had charged them with accufing ffiem of 
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c1>anging. as circumftances required, their declarations of thecaufes, 
that induced them to go to war. But the accufation againft Mini- 
tiers, he pronounced jufl. In the hrft indance, they had declared 
that it was a war of defence. They next declared, that they did 
not intend to interfere with the internal Government of that country; 
but now their declared object is to overturn the prefent cxiding fy- 
dcm. For his part, while he admired the ingenuity mnnifeded by 
the noble Lords (Hawkeihury and Auckhmd) he could not fee the 
dilfercnce between interfering and annihilating. If the attempt to 
annihilate was not to interfere, it was a pitiful quibble which could 
not, in his mind, make the lead impredion on their Lorddups. 
It was a fair inference to be deduced from w'liat had fallen from the 
fervants of His Majedy, that this fmall ifland, final!, comparatively 
fpeaking, to France, was to exterminate twenty-four millions of 
people, or clfc overturn their Government; for Government it mud 
be pionounccd, as it was accepted by the majority of the people ; 
and, therefore, he did not conceive that any one man, or body of 
men in this country, diould prcfiimc to dictate to a whole nation. 
He had heard it mentioned diat if Roberfpierre, for indance, w'as 
dead or out of power, a great •..hangc might 1)0 looked for in the af¬ 
fairs of Franco; he did not fall in wdth fuch expe^ations; they 
feemed to him immaterial y he had too good an opinion of mankind 
in general, to think that one man was fo much fuperior to the red, 
as to be able to diclatc by his will and pleafure to millions, what 
of themfolves they did not approve, and that too in tlie conduct of 
a war in which they were all fo immediately and materially intereded. 
Something of that nature might happen, under the power of a Prince 
adliiig under licrcditary rights and authorities, but could not be the 
cafe in a Republic fuch as France at prefent was. He could not 
have, he faid, the felicity of agreeing with Miiiidcrs on this mca- 
fure i he could not approve of arming men to fl[|||^r the old odious 
derpotifm of France; he could not agree to mm men to fight the 
battles of Aridocracy in a country, where, if like men, they had 
remained, and not quitted their native foil, and deferted in the hour 
of trial their Stwereigri, he might now have exifted. He faw no 
great encouragement, iicMm the conduiSl; of thefe emigrants, to trud 
them much ; tliefc i>crfons might have fomc inclination to betray 
us; and, therefore, in that point of view, the bill was improper. 
He had heard the French abufed for their fcrocioufnefs; he owned, 
tl»t >if that 'was true, he did not fee the wifdom of the prefent mca- 
■ fure. It was true, that many a<Sts of great barbarity wcmt commit- 
led in France; but to whom was this fcrocioufnefs to be attributed? 
: IVdie French; No, To thar combined enemies, whohadluinted 
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them Kke wild beads, and had driven them, from dagp after dage, 
to madnefs; and he was (bny to fay, that he had heard fpeoches 
fally as ferocious and fanguinaty as any in France; for he had heard 
this war called a war of extermination ; this appeared to him to be 
as unwife as it was unjud and inconfideratc. To fay that we were 
not the principal in tliis unhappy bufinefs were wrong, for we have 
cftablilhcd ourlelvcs as fuch. Miniders avow it, though prudence 
ihould difclaim it. He did not think that thefe men were fit to af- 
fociate with Dritirti troops, whofe fcrocioufncfs againd thofe whom 
they deted as ufurpers, mud tend to contaminate all afibt^'iation, 
and mould the characlcr and difptdition f)f the Britidi foldicrs after 
fo bsid an example. At all cvci'.ts, they arc improper perfons to 
employ againd France; for how abfurd to fiippofe, that men will 
burn and dedroy thofe towns, which arc the ornament of their 
countrjs and which they havc.bccn ufed to Contemplate with pleafurc, 
and with pride. Arguing on general grounds, his Grace proteded, 
that he th<»i.ight they were not fit to be triidcd with places of impor¬ 
tance, when t}\ey may have a iwafpcvd of redoring tliemfelvcs to 
their fortunes, and conciliating their country, by betraying, at any 
rifquc, the fituation in which they are ]'laced by this bill; to which 
he would, for thefe rcafons, give his mod decided negative. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNIC reprobated this bill, as tvcll 
as the whole fydem on wh.ich it was founded, in the feverePe terms. 
He maintained that the impolicy altogether w as obvious, that the 
, inhumanity was without example. Miniders aficct to fay tliat if 
any of thefe emigrants were taken and executed, wc diould retaliate 
and execute the prifoners wc might take. He knew this to be what 
they dared not attempt: did they fuppofe tiiat all the families in 
this country* would liear for an indant, of a practice by which fo 
many of their branches would be facrificed ? if fuch a practice was 
to be attempted^^iniders would be dragged out of their beds at 
midnight. Th^^H been talked of during the American war, 
and the efFc<ft or^iin that was quite enough to enabls us to fee the 
.danger of attempting to adopt fuch a fydem. He {x>intcd out mai^ 
of tfic evils to which the prefent fydem of carr>'ing on the war 
Itad given rife, and many more tlia% were likely to follow ; he 
thought that if there was any idea of benefiting the enugrants, wc 
might, by one tenth of the cxpencc that would attend the attempt of 
carrjnng this bill into elFedl, give them money enough to induce 
them to blefs us, and retire to America ; for a redoration of their 
property was out of the queftion. He ridiculed the idea that the 
mafs )ple of France would, at any time wilh to return to 

the feudal, tyrannical fydem of the old Government, and repair to 
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the iUndard of Oie emigrants- for that purpofe; and yet without that 
jundtion nothing could be done under this bill, for we had nothing * 
here but the Ikelctons of regiments formed of officers. Wlio could 
. be expelled at this day to kneel to a proud and haughty ariflocracy, 
by which a worthy Member of fociety was to end his days in a dun¬ 
geon fur killing a hare ? for that had been the ufc of the game laws 
under the old Government of France. He paid a very handfome 
compliment to the Duke of Bedford for the fpeech he had delivered 
on this occalion: more excellent fenfc, with lefs preteniion and af¬ 
fection, he never witneifed. Having taken notice of the quota¬ 
tion of the Earl of Mansfield from Dumouricr, and obferving that, 
aldiou^ an able General, he was not a Prophet, he concluded that 
the war fhould be put a flop to in the moft fpeedy manner, as it 
began to introduce daily fccnes of mifery in the country, and 
that from its confcqucncc, and the complaints he heard all around 
him, his own cllatc and neighbourhood had become in a manner 
irkfomc. 

The Earl of CAERNARVON defended the ncjiicv of the mea- 

A ^ 

fure. He contended we were now' lighting for our exillence as a 
Cxovemment; for the terms propofed to us, was to rclinqiiiih our 
Conflitution. When a pn^pofition had been made for peace, the 
Rights of Man, as they w'crc termed, had introduced every fpccics 
of barbarity, and dcllroycd every thing which bore the form of or¬ 
der in France;. and the queilion now was, Whetlicr we fhould 
op|x>fc the introdudlion of that fyllcm here ? With regard to what 
the noble Marquis faid concerning the complaints he had heard in 
his own neighbourhood i though lately there, he confeffed himfelf 
a ftranger to them, having never heard any complaint except from 
the noble Marquis, every one profcfTpig an eager dclire«to profccutc 
the war with zeal and (irmnefs. He concluded with faying, that 
he had no fcruplc in declaring, tliat, were h^n the fituation of 
thofe unfortunate men who had fled from thq^^f^ble tyranny of 
thofe perfidious mongers, who had ufurped, treafon, mur¬ 

der, and maffacrc, the power and property of the State; he, for ^ 
^ne, would carry every feeling of refentment into the field, and 
‘inarch with hofiile arms agai||fi tlie plunderers and parricides of his 
country. 

Earl STANHOPE took notice of the manner in which the 
grounds of the prefent war had from time to time been fliiftcd, fo 
it was now Impoffible to know what in reali^ was the obje< 9 ; 
of it. He quoted the King's fpeech in January 1792, long after 
the Jacobin fyflem was triumpliant in France, ftathri§.«^iat this 
bad fuch afTurance of tranquillity, as to make it advifable . 
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for us, not to increafe our naval and military cflablflhmcnt, this, 
he maintained, proved that the Minifters did not then fee the Ja¬ 
cobin fyftem fo dangerous, as fince they had afre<Sled to view it. 
He faid, he could not fit fiill and liften to the ritlicule and con¬ 
tempt with which the rights of men had born treated. He affirm¬ 
ed, and ever would, that there did cxiff certain rights in every 
country, to which the citizen had a juft and natural claim: the 
right of property, the right of induftry, and a freedom of opinion. 
Thefc vrerethe rights for which the French were ftruggling—rights 
which they now, in foine mcafure enjoyed, but which, under their 
old fiirm of Government, had been totally unknown to them. In 
fupport of this affertion, he faid, he would quote fiufts as proofs ; 
a body of French had been taken prifoners, and on their way fo 
priftwi, happened to fee a lUtk* boy twirling on the end of a ftick a 
red cap. Tliis ohjedf had prefented to thf-ir minds the tree of li¬ 
berty ; and, umler tliis imprclfion, though in the hands of their 
enemy, with the alternative before them of beinfi liberated if they 
would take up arms againft their cc^uiitn’, in a fit (*f cnthufiafin 
they all exclaimed I.ona live the Republic." It was not with 
opiate draughts, nor ftrong ruiuors, bur with the nnknir that liberty 
infpires, that they fought lor liberty and for their country. His 
Lordfliincontrafted the litinrion of the i'reneh under tlieir newf.rm 
of Government with that of their former, an 1 in^'fted the latter was 
preferable. He ttnik notieo of the general tieclamation there had 
been employed, in deferihing the wrcrelicdncfs of the mats of the 
people of h'rance, and m.iintained that the whole of that deferip- 
tion wait falfc, for that he had rcafon to be fati^fied, that the fron¬ 
tiers and a few iiiternal places excepted, Fninco, with regard to the 
mafs of its people, was the happieft this time in Furopc : it could 
not be otherwife, for the peafants paid no faxes, tlic cxpenccs of 
the war w’ore borne by ariftoorats, defrayed out tjf the royal do- 
main.s, and th<yjfopcrty of the Clergy and the emigrants he 
wifticd the Houn^hcrefore, to redev'f on the pnibability th.crc was 
^of any fuceefs attending a plan, the objc«ft of which was to rcftorc 
ariftocrats to their former pofTcflion. He then gave notice that to¬ 
morrow he ftiould make his oppofition to this bill, upon his own 
grounds, for he was determined to oppofe it in every ftage. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, that from the very able and eloquent 
mannci in which his noble friends had treate<l the fubjeCl, he 
would not have troubled their Lordfhips if he had not felt himfclf 
preflingly called upon to anfwer fome very material points whidi 
had b^r<Hfihch infifted ujxan in the courfe of the debate. And 
here, his Lordfhip faid, he could nor but cxpfefs the deepeft con- 
VoL. XXXVIII. P p 
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cern when he heard from a noble Duke (Bedford) who had juR 
fpoken, that £ngU(hmcn were reprehcnhble for thofe cruelties and' 
atrdetties which had been committed by the French. Bqt his afto« 

' nifhment was Rill more excited when he heard anything likea juf- 
tifleation of theircondudl from the noble Earl who had juR fat down. 
Tlie tranfaelions of Paris were of Rich a nature, from the RrR great 
crime, through tlic various Rages of progreRlve guilt and blood, 
as to Rain the annals of thefe days, and leave the inoR horrible im< 
preRlons upon the mind. I hc picture was Rill formidable to be* 
hold, and tlie tyranny the moR odious and opprcRivc that ever af¬ 
flicted human nature. So far from any degree of comparative hap* 
pinefs refulting from the contraR which the noble Earl had made, 
every thing loR upon the comparifon. The property, the labour, 
the fwcat of the peafant’s brow, was in requifition. Under this 
teclinical term of requifition, was concealed the moR fubtle and dan¬ 
gerous principle: a principle that went to plunder the property of 
the citizen, and deprive him of every poRible mode of redrefs. 
He had no Rnjnger proofs to lay down, Rrongcr would not be re¬ 
quired, than the general Rate of the country. The number of.pri- 

ibners in Paris alone, was little fliort of eight thoufand. Rumour 
had doubled that number, and he had good rcafon to believe it.-— 
It would be waRing their Lordihips’ time to enter into the cata- 
.Jogue of their enormities; one circumRance he would mention; 
becaufe of many, it was a well-authenticated faCl: It was the ap¬ 
plication of the torture to an unhappy citi/cn and his family to 
compel the difclofure of his property and cflcdls ! and tlfis was an 
aCl of authority—an a£l of the Agent of the Commiflioners of the 
Convention! 

Lord Grenville next anfwercd the objeflions which, were Rated 
againR the admiflion of the French emigrants into EngliRi pay, 
for the purpofe of bearing arms againR their country, and the con- 
fcquent treatment which, as traitors, they would receive. His 
Xx^rdRiip faid he had no doubt, notwithRanding all that had been 
laid, but that it was a meafure full of humanity, expedient, and 
juR. He contended, that there was no danger apprehended from* 
the aflbeiation of our troops with thofe emigrants, that they would 
fuflTer any contamination in their principles, becaufe the meancR 
ranks in our army had too much good fenfe and information, to fee 
the bleflings of the ConRitution under which they live, to be in¬ 
duced by any arts, to prefer tyranny on the one hand, or demo* 
«racy on the other. That any conRitutional danger could be ap¬ 
prehended from 5000 Frenchmen being in arms in th«<Juf%dom at 
onccy he conceived perfedlly ridiculous, as if it was poRible they 
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ctiuld overthrow the whde internal force of the feingdom, and 
march from Poitfmouth to the gates of London without interrup¬ 
tion. He contended tliat thofe French emigrants w'cre the beft 
perfons diat could be employed for the attainment of the prefent 
objeA of the w^r, and that thofe bad confcqucnccs apprehended, 
would not now follow from any difunion of fentiment amongft 
them ; as the enormities committed in France were fo great, had 
created but this one fentiment in every mind, that thofe defperate 
wretches who ufurped the power, at prefent, mull be fubdued.-*- 
He faid it was not the defire of revenge that animated thefe men, 
it was a wilh to reftore tranquillity to their didrafted country.—*- 
They were men of great and noble minds, which have been chaf- 
tlfed in the fch(x)l of adverfity, and were not likely to entertain the 
diabolical pafllon of revenge \ and it was highly illiberal to impute 
fiich a defire to them. It was their anxious hope to have the heal¬ 
ing balm of reconciliation poured into the blecdit^g w'ounds of their 
country, and not to widen them with the flaming fword of revenge. 
He had converfed with manv of thofe unfortunate exiles, and had 
formed the bell opinions, both of their readinefs to take up arms, 
and of the benefits that were likely to arife from their union and 
exertions. 

The lad point on which his Lordfliip faid, he would enga^ 
their attention, was, in reply to the many arguments which had 
been adduct d againll the right of one nation interfering with the 
internal Government of another. I'his he would wilh to date 
with much caution and delicacy ; but as it was prcflTccl upon him, 
he would not hclitate to fay, that it was a right wrhich, on certain 
occafions, Jiad been excrcifcd both by ancient and mixlcrn nations. 
Did not the hidory of Rome exemplify this prafticc ? Did not 
modern tccaties confirm it \ Did not Queen Elizabeth interfere in 
the Government of the Netherlands and Holland ? And are not 
the various guarantees which are entered into between the diflFcrrnt 
States of Europe fo many interferences in the aflairs of other king¬ 
doms. But England, wilhing to preferve neutrality and ^leacc, 
had acquicfccd in thofe fccnes which flic at firfl had painfully beheld, 
until menaced openly by the Convention, and until that menace 
was carried into execution by the invaiion of Holland. With rc- 
fpeft to the concluiion of foe war, he faid, he did not mean to 
contend that this country ctuild never make peace with France as a 
Republic, provided it was a Republic which prefcrvrd regularity at 
hdlneT'^MfiTafforded fecurity abroad \ but he faw little probability of 
Rich Government ever exifling in France; but at all events, with 
(uch a Government as the prefent, it was impoilible to make a 
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peace with any n^rJ to the honour or the fccurlty of this kiQg- 
dom, and he was ready to declare it as his opinion, that no demo- 
•cratic form of government could give fecurity and liberty to twenty- 
four millions of people. He concluded witli recapitulating all the 
arguments to prove that with refpcdl to all the powers now at war 
with France, the French had been moft notorioufly and wantonly 
the aggrelVors. 

Tlie Duke of BEDFOK.D, in explanation, wifhed that the 
noble Lf»rd had given lefs fctijx: to his eloquence as applied to the 
feelings of their Lorilfliij)s, and given fomewhat more of argument 
in fupport of the bill. In civil wars, more cfpccially where the 
conteft was about opinions, atrocities on both tides were but too 
common ; and he much feared that the efFcdl of the bill would be 
to incrcafc them in France. 

The Marquis of LANSDOV/NE faid, tliat as the noble Lord 
had not heard any arguments advanced againti the hill, he had un- 
ncccfliirily taken up much of their I.ordfliips’ time for nothing; but 
fuppofed tliat his Lordfhip mull feel tlvofe points, when he endea¬ 
voured to anfwcr thofe tUu bear on him, and that it required fome 
little endeavour, on his part, to remove their effccV. He did not 
think it probable that any thing that could now be faitl could change 
the determinarion of thofe on either tide of the Houfe, or clfe he 
could with ealc refute every argument advanced by the noble Lord, 
.who Itad r^Hikcn of ehron.)lf»gy, but confounded chronolt^ every 
ftep he went. He faid he had converfed with fome informed ai^l 
impartial men, who had lately traverfed France from Lyons to Pa¬ 
ris, ami from Paris to I3ourdcaux, and they agreed in reprefenting 
tile condition «>f ih.c jx-oplc, and tiic cultivation of thc^coiintry, as 
far fuperior to what tlicy were fix years ago. It was true that the 
laws for fixing the prices of commodities, and putting ui requifition 
whatever v/as wanted for defence againll the foreign enemy, w'erc 
felt as hardfiiips, but as hardfiiips cheerfully fubmitted to ; becaufe 
fhe people thought them the means of fecuring their property and 
their liberty in future. He knew not to wlvat cxttnt the noble Lord 
bad enlarged his notions of religion and liberty. For his own part, 
his education had been fu narrow as to make him look for religion 
in the Church of* England, and for liberty in the Britifh Contiitu- 
tion. Nothing the noble Lord could advance, could make him 
furrcndcrany part of the Conltirution, or to agree to the introdudlioii 
of a tianding army, how fmall fuever in number. He believed the 
noble Lord and his colleagues iludied a certain authoiT’»a»wt>^«d»an 
they quoted him (Macluavcl), and fccmicd to have adopted one prin¬ 
ciple which he lays down, ** that when a Priiice wifhes to introduce 
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ttfiy obnoxious meafure, he fliould arm himfelf with power befixe* 
hand, to compel the confent of the people, if denied.” He confelTcd, 
he faw with an eye of jealoufy, the introdu 61 ion of barracks and 
other meafures of a fimilar nature. It was cruel to hold out that 
none of the French emigrants who were deftitute of every honour- 
able feeling, could decline enrolling thcmfcives under the prefent 
bill. Many of tliem, men of the befl: qualities and the higheft ho-' 
nour, might feel infupcrablc objections to bearing arms againit their 
country. He deprecated the idea of placing thofe unfortunate gen¬ 
tlemen in fuch a defperate lltuation ; for whatever the noble Lord 
might fay on the fubjecl of rctali.'ition, he was convinced, thofe un¬ 
fortunate men would be left to their fate if they Ihould fall into the 
hands of their countrymen ; for in the cartels with PrufTu and Au- 
ftria, tJicy arc found to include the emigrants in the cartel, and they 
were forced to give up the point; and he fuppofed it w'ould be the 
cafe in every other cartel. 

The Houfc divided. 

Contents 54; Not Contents 7.—Majority 47. 

TuefJciyy 6th May. 

On the order of the day being read, for the third reading of the 
Emigrant Corps bill, 

Earl STANHOPE arofe and faid, that it was his willi not to 
ilctain their Lordfliips, but he could not fit filent, when he contem¬ 
plated what had fallen laft niglit from a noble Lord, that it was His 
Majefty’s Minifters’ determirution, to interfere with the internal 
G(^vernment of France—an interference the mofl: lingular he had. 
ever heart), that of annihilating the prefent cxifting fyftcm of Go¬ 
vernment. He woulil not, he faid, in the prefent infiance, travel 
over the fame ground, as to the interfering with the internal Go¬ 
vernment of P'rance, tliat he had done, as that was a fubjecl on 
which he before employed a whole evenings difouflion. He cx- 
prclTed his entire difapprobation to every part of diis bill; he had, 
he faid, read the preamble of it, every diftincl claufe of it; he had 
. heard the principle of it, and the ebjet^f of it dcbafcd hill night; 
he had digcllcd the whole, and in no one infiance could he perceive 
it to be founded on cither jull, legal, or politic grounds. He w'ould, 
however, only felcft the objedlions that had appeared upon the face 
^of it; and firll he attacked the humanity of die bill, from tlie in¬ 
formation he had collci£lcd, and which he believed to be open to 
.-cviaspy-aoe ^ he could date it as a fail, that the French, though not 
univcrfally, yet generally dellmycd the emigrant prifoners who fell 
into their hands j this was founded upon the laws of nations j but 
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as prejudice was always attached to whatever the French did, he 
would name any other countiy, fuch as Denmark or Sweden, would 
not the fubje6ts of thofe countries taken prifoners be delht^d f 
There were certain laws upon our ihtutc books which made it trea* 
fon ibr any man to enter into the pay of other nations; yet, by 
this bill, we encourage that part of treafon in the emigrants; was 
this the hum'nitv of it? Was it not delivering thefc unfortunate 
men to b~ guillotined like felons, or hung like dc^ ? As for the re¬ 
taliation which the noble Secretary of State propofed laft night, was 
it fair, was it pradicablc ? If in revenge for their murdering the 
cm^rants that might become their prifoners, we coolly deftroyed 
their officers and men who w’crc taken prifoners here, would they 
not in their turn murder the brave officers and men of this coun¬ 
try, wluch they had taken prifoners this war ’ and could any man 
who had relatives or friends prifoncis in France, think niithout 
ffiudderlng with terror for their fate > and mufl not every man trem¬ 
ble for the brave foldier« in tlic fervice abroad, in a war carried on 
upon fuch horrid principles ? would it not extend the cruelties of 
war to a degree unknown in the annals of the world, and not to be 
believed at the end of the 18th century ? At leaft, if the prefent 
bill mud pafs, let us endeavour to make fome provilion in this 
cafe, and try to avert the calamities that might lefult to thofe em¬ 
ployed in the fervice ; tor they had entered it w’ith an expe£tation 
that if they were taken prifoners, they would be well treated, as 
they had been at Toulon and elfewheie, and not be liable to be 
maflhered, as the fydem of retaliation migfit fubje£l them to, his 
Lordihip faid, there was a fyftem to be found in an a£t that paffid 
this year, namely, the Mutiny Adi, of which he read, the 78 th 
fe^ion, by which no officer or officers are authorifed to enlid the 
men, ami to return to their country, without they were willing. 
His Lordfhip faid, he would move that this claufc be added to the 
prefent bill, but in doing fo, he widied to he underdood not to agree 
with any put of the bill whatever. He then took up the Bid vo¬ 
lume of Blackdonc’s Commentaries, with an intention to read to 
the Houfc that great lawyer's opinion oA this fubjedt, when he was 
interrupted by 

.Lord SYDNEY, who faid he was going to do what he had ne¬ 
ver done in either Houfc of Parliament: but as he clearly faw that 
the fpeech of the noble Earl was not intended for their Lordfhips, 
but for the hearing of the perfons whom the noble Earl had him- 
imf introduced into the lloufe, he iliould move thaftha tbnf*'uu 
cleared. 
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Lord GRENVILLE wifhed the perfons ihould not Uaive the 
bar widi the wrong impreflbn wMdi the noble Lord** fpeedi might 
have made upon their minds; the Britiih foldiers were hx from 
being expofed to the danger he had fuggefted, and which could (mly 
exift in fanguinary minds. His Lordihip then commended dM 
condu6t and fpirit of the Britifli troops, from whofe honour nothing 
was to be apprehended, and from whofe braveiy every thing waa 
to be expedied. 

Earl STANHOPE was proceeding, when the Houfe was ordered 
to be cleared. 

The Mil was read a tliird time. 

Adjourned till Thurfday. 


Ftiilayf ()th Mayt to 7 %utjd(iyf i^thMay^ inclujive. 

No debate. 

Friday t 16/A May. 

Lord GRENVILLE rofc to move, that this Houfe do adjourn, 
but that only till to morrow, on account of bufluefs of very great 
importancey that would then be laid before the Houfe; his Lordihip 
faid, that the regular hour for the Members of the Houfe to attend, 
was at ten o’clock, but that it had becii cuftomary for public bufi- 
nefs not to come on till fume hours after noon ; and though the 
fummons did not mention any partleular Iwuv for attending, yet he 
hoped, that as it would be generally undcrilood, tliat bufmefs of 
very great importance would be laid before the Houfe, their Lordihips 
would give their attendance at tw'elve o’clock. 

The Houfe was tlien ordered to be fummoned, and immediately 
adjourned. • 

Saturdayy 17/A Alay. 

The order of the day for the Lords to be fummoned, having been 
read. 

Lord GRENVILLE rofe and prefented a meffage from HU 
Majefty. The fame having been read. 

Lord GRENVILLE moved, That it be taken into confidcraticai 
on Monday. 

The Duke of pRAFTON attacked His Majefty’s Minifters, 
for bringing forward a meffage from His Majcfty, Rating that the 
country was in iinminent danger, and poftponing the invcfHgadbn 
of the meafure/ which they meant to oppofc to that dai^r, for 
fyiC) eight •hours. His Grace alluded to what had paffed in die 
Houfe of Commons, and thence by comparifon inferred that the 
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Minifters were deficient in that refpei!^ and attention whi^"was due 
to the Houfe and to the dignity of their Lordfhips. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE purfued the fame topic, but 
carried it farther, by contending that as a communication had been 
made to the other Houfe of Parliament, and tlicj' had acted upon 
it, merely to ftatc the King’s meffage, and not at tlie fame time to 
make the communication, was to degrade the. dignity of the Houfe, 
by treating them as if they were fei?ondary, and fubforvient to tlie 
Houfe of Commons. T'he import of the mclfage was important 
and prefling, the fooncr, therefore, the Houfe knew and could pro¬ 
ceed to deliberate upon and difeufs it the better. 

Lord GRENVIT.LE rofc to juflify himfclf and the reft of His 
Majefty’s Minifters from the imputation urged againft them by the 
noble Duke and the noble K.ir1. Far was it from their intentions 
to treat that Houfe unbecomingly, or with the fmallefl difrefpeef, 
nor could he conceive, that on a fair confidcratinn of the proceeding 
of that day, any fuclt inference w'cre warrantable. 'Fhc noble 
Duke had argued, as if it had beeit univerfal, when a mclfagc wa.s 
brought down from His Vlajefly, for a motion to be made for an 
addrefs of thanks for the fame, and that it fliould be followed up 
by another motion, to rcfolve that His Majefty’s mclVage fhould be 
taken into confidcration the very next day of the Iloufc's meeting. 
If the noble Duke from fo U>ng n fcclufion from parliamentary bir- 
finefs, had forgot what the pra<fitice of the Houfe was, it would n(»t 
be amifs for the noble Duke to rcconfidcr the fubji-ct, and govern 
his political condudl accordingly. The mode adopted that day ap¬ 
peared to him to have been rather calculated to avoid cenfure, th.m 
to provoke it. The fubftance of His Majefty’s melfage was ctm- 
fefledly of the utmoft importance; was it therefore a matter of 
blame in Minifters, that by the mode of proceeding adopted, they 
afforded their Lordfliips time for deliberation ? Had the cafe been 
otherwife, had they brought in the meflage, and futldciily propofed 
a meafure upon the fubjedl, the Houfe with a much ftrongcr colour 
of reafon, might have complained of unneceffary precipitation and ^ 
indecent hurry. The noble Earl had mentioned the mcafurc in 
agitation in another place, and had chofen to fuppofe that their 
Lordfhips were treated as the dependants of that Houfe, at Icaft tliat 
Minifters meant to put them in that degrading flit ration. The noble 
Earl well knew that no fuch thing was intended, and that it was 
impoflible, under the circumftanccs of the cafe, to ai^l otherwife than 
Minifters had done. The condudl of Minifters oi. the prefent oc- 
eafion was by no means unprecedented; there w'as a jJIceedrtKfati l 
a very ftrong one, on th^ir Lordfhips' Journals, in the year 1722, 
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ih tlie reign of Geoige I. when His Majcrty informed both Hbufes 
of a confpiracy to overturn tlie Govcinmeni (Layer’s Plot), when a 
bill was brought in to fufpend the Habeas Coipus A«S1: for one year, 
and read a firft, fccond, and third time, and fent to the Commons 
in one day, and by them pafled the next day. With regard to that 
Hoiife regulating their pnjccedings by the proceedings of the other 
Houfe of Parliament, while fo g<x>d an underftanding continued be- 
tw'een the two Houfes as happily exilled at prefent, it was not at all 
extraordinary, that the one Houfe fhould be in fomc roeafure ap- 
prifed of matters of an important and preflTnv; nature in agitation in 
tlic other, and (hould regulate their own procecdiiigs accordingly. 

The Duke of GRAFTON faid, he was afraid lie muft foil dif¬ 
fer with the noble Lord about an cfTential point, viz. the Confti- 
tution of that Houfe. As long as the Houfe cxifted—as long as 
the dignity of their Lordftiips remained, cither in fliapc or fubilance« 
he would Hand up in its fupport, in the face of their Lordfliips, in 
Ills place as a Peer of Parliament; and he would alfo maintain the 
fame argument to the people at large. He was obliged ^ the noble 
Lord for the advice he liad been fo gtxid as to give him refpefling 
his political conduct; but he had long lince adopted the line of po¬ 
litics he thought it right to purfuc, and he had no objection to meet 
the moft fcrupulous in«|uiiy into his political conducSl, from the firil 
morncat of his public life t(j the prifcnt hour. lie Aiil continued 
to think the communicating a melfagc of fuch importance, and then 
delaying to follow it uj) with ilie noti neat inn of tome meafuie which 
appeared to His Majeily's Mlnii'revs proper fir tlie occafion, a de¬ 
gradation of the dignity of their f or<ilhi;ys, and an infidt (if he 
might be allowed to ufe fuch a wxjrdj to tiic Ltgillaturc itfclf. It 
was well known that a funilar meffage had been delivered to the 
other Houfe, which His Majeily liad br (tight forward that day be¬ 
fore tlieir Loriifoips, and that a communioan''n had been made upon 
it. Why was it not thought lit to make a fmilar communication 
to their Lordliiips ? The noble Secretary of State had argued, that, 
by m(»ving tliat JUs Majefly s meffage be taken into confuleration on 
'Monday next, w'oiild afford time for deliberation. Deliberation on 
what? The Houfe had heard His Majerty’s meffage: that mellage 
informed them of tlic imminent danger. Upon what, therefore, 
were they to delib^tc ? If Minificrs had made the communication 
that had liecn m^ to the other Houfe, or had propofed a meafui^e 
in the outline, yhich they meant to explain more fully on a future 
day, there w^ouj^ have been real and ferious gix/und for deliberation; 
foit ^>.ta^k o^mclibcration, with nothing to deliberate upon, was ri- 
.'aiculuus and laughable. The Duke faid, he liad long teen the dif- 
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ficulty of Ac moment coming on; he aferibed it alto^ther to Ac 
pernicious councils of His Majedy's Miniders. He had given it as 
his opinion in private and in public, wherever he was, and had men¬ 
tioned it as the inevitable confequence of Ac meafures fo ill-advif- 
edly purfued. The Duke added fomc other pointed obfervations to 
fupport his alTcrtion that the prefent pnKrcedlng was inconddent with 
the refpe^i due to their Lordfliips’ dignity. 

Earl STANHOPE declared, that he Aould not be furprifed 
at any atrociuufncfs, at any treachery, at any wickednefs that could 
he attempted under the faniSlion of His Majefty s Minifters, after 
what he had lately fecn praciifed in this country. With regard to 
Ac prefent meafure, the ground and pretence for it was Ae inoft 
“ impudent humbug” that ever Minifters had the audacity to ftatc, 
if his cars deceived him not. It w’as an inference neither fupjxjrtcd 
by logic, by fair reafoning, or by truth of ccnclufion, drawn from 
a miferablc collection of ppers, moft of them publiAcd two years 
ago. Thofe papers were wriitt n by a fet of men, honeft in their 
intention, Aough not rich, nor of high rank. 'I'hey might from 
defend of education have been fornewhat “ inaccurate” in their cx- 
preflions; [A laugh frtjtn Mi'niftersJ but their intentions were clearly 
legal, as their profeffed aim vi’as to obtain a redrefs of grievances 
by Iqral means. That fuch was their objedl, was undeniable from 
their frequent ufe of the term “ legal” in all their writings. That 
the meetings thefe men had held, w’cre not always confidcred cri¬ 
minal, was obvious to every man who was at all acquainted with 
the public tranfs<ftions of Ae part twenty years. During Ac Ame¬ 
rican war, a meeting had been convened by public advertifement; 
the name of which he eared not much about; it might be deemed 
a Congrefs, a Meeting of Deputies, or a Convention ; but Acy af- 
femblcd in the Council Chamber of Guildhall, where the Common 
Council ufually fat. A principal member of this meeting was a 
brother of the prefent noble Secretary of State, and there w'crc many 
other gentlemen prefent of charadlcr and credit. The defign of the 
meeting was to deliberate on a reftirm of abufes, a redrefs of griev-. 
ances, or a reform of Parliament. [Lord Grenville Aook his 
head.] The Earl faid, he eared but little what noble Lords Aook 
their heads, when he was ftating a facSl to wliicl^ he was witncf$,''as 
he tms not aAamed to fay that he was prefent wiK? Ae other rcfpedl- 
able peifons he had alluded to at that legal meetings Many peifons, 
his LordAip faid, of high rank and exalted ftatiom^at this moment, 
had notorioufly tiikcn Ac lead in endeavouring to p.ocure a reform 
of Parliament. Even Ae Miniftcr himfelf had taken pains^oT^* 
ififtihguiAed as one of its advocates ; and a noble Duke had, in that 
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Houie, propofcd that evciy man in the kingdom (hould have a vote. 
After fuch perfons had lent the weight of dieir chara^ers, and the 
full extent of their great abilities, to promote fuch a purpofe, was it 
to be wondered at that men of lower rank, of lefs ability, but not 
of Icfs integrity, fhould have caught the flame, and attempted to 
tread in the fame fbotftcps ? If thefe humbler agitators of the quef- 
tion of reform in Parliament had a<ftcd criminally, their prouder 
predeccflbrs were equally criminal, and how hard a mcafure of juf- 
tice was it to punifh the weak by the hands of the ftrong, who bad 
been able to gratify their ambition, and poflefs Uicmfelves of pow'er! 
The prefent meafure of Minifters, his Lordlhip faid, he confidcred 
as neither more nor lefs than obtaining a power to crcdl a Baftile in 
England, in order to immure every man who thought didcrently 
from Minifters, and had fpirit enough to aflert and maintain his 
opinion publicly. He declared, that he had been guarded and can-; 
tioned without doors, againft f »ying any thing that might bring him- 
felf into danger or difgrace, but in that Houfc he had faid, and as 
long as he was permitted to fpeak in it, he would fay what he thought, 
provided it was not contnuy' to the rules <if the Houfo. Poffibly 
Kc might foon be baftiled, he would therefore fpeak out while he 
]\ad {)crminion to fpeak at all. He eared not what happened to 
him, for after the Conftitution w'as goj\c, felf-cxiftcncc was of no , 
conftdcration. He did not wifh to outlive the Conftitution a linglc < 
moment. If the Conftitution warranted fuch proceedings as had ^ 
lately taken place, it was not worth preferving. His Lordftiip took ^ 
occafton to advert to the circumftanccs of the war, and faid, if the 
news rumoured in town was true, the ftate of our profpc6\s vfoxft ' 
deplorable indeed, and begged leave to be underftood as fpeaking 
from tlic authority of thofe w'ho thought as Minifters did rclpcfting i 
the war, and did not think with him, who had uniformly deprecated- c 
the war, as a moft fatal mcafure for this countiy' to undertake. If 
the news, fuch as rtqx)rt gave, were true, his Lordfhip faid, it muft 
caft a gloom on the mind of every man, who had the intereft of his * 
country at heart, liowcvcr fanguine his hopes might be of its prof- , 
pcroiis continuance, or its happy termination. Ho warned tiwir 
Ivordftiips of .the danger of provokieg the temper of the people pf 
this country jjoo much ; he w ifticd them to refledl on the dilfatisfas- 
tion whiclumie people muft feel at the meafurcs which Adminiftra- 
tion wexa purfuing to infpirc terror into thofe who difapproved of 
tlicir comuck. The cre<fting a Baftile in this country mi^tt anfwcr 
tlic puf^fe of confining a tew, but muft certainly irritate die great 
mafs of the {xroplc. He warned them of the probable confequenc^j 
of fuch a condud; he defired tlicm to on the ft.'ps tU^ 
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brought on the Revolution in France, and on the prodigious efforts 
of the people in Paris the day before the BaiUle was taken, all of 
which arofc from the violent mcafurcs of the Executive Government 
to filence popular clamour. He faid, he w'as anx^nis 10 deliver his 
fentiments freely and plainly, becaufe it might poflibly be the laft 
opportunity he fliould have of doing fo in that Houfe i he therefore 
inuft declare, that men who would |>cifin: in fuch mcafures, def<*»'vcd 
to have their heads brought to the block—-and, if there was a people 
flill in England, the event might turn out to be fo. As to hlmfelf, it 
was not matter of much confeqiicnce to him how they ailed after 
this bill ihoqld pafs, for what w'ere all confiderations of property or 
poiTeflions to a maji wifhing to be free, after he knew he was liable to 
be imprifoned for his opinion, and that at the difcrction f»f another, 
who was neither bound to bring him to a trial, nor afllgn a reafon 
for his confinement ? 

The Houfe adjourned. 


Mmday’t 19 /// A f'ty. 

Received from the Commons, the bill tf> cm],H>wcr ITis Majefty 
to fecurc and detain fuch jejfcns as he ftiall fiifprit, ami alfo 
the Report of the Coiumittcc '.f flic Houfe. of Commons on the 
Papers .of the Societj' Conffitutioml inforrna'ion, and the 1 /on- 
don Corrtfjjfjnding Society, &c. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, the moti-'it he had to mal e did not 
require arjy preface from hitn, bccaufe it was in exact eoitforn;ity 
to precedents to l-e found ujwn their Lordflnps' journals: he ftiould 
therefore only move, tJjat the Rtqv>rt an<l the Papers be rcfcrrctl to 
a Committee of nine Lords, and that that Committee be arSccrct 
one. 

There was another motion, which he did not intend to make 
|his day, but merely to give notice of it for the firft day on which 
there Ihould hr a full attendance of their Lordlhips. It was w'ith 
. the utmoft fatisfa^lion he infiirmcd their Lordlhips, that Minifters 
had this day received accounts informing them of tlic conr»plcte fuc- 
cefs of the expedition againft the French Weft-India lllands. Un- 
. dcr thefe ctrcumftanccs, he was fnre their Lordlhips would unani- 
moully wncur'in rewarding thofe brave officers underVhofc conduct 
^ that expedition had completely anfwered all its objeds—^'hc reward 
he meant was that which to Britilh officers is the higheftWhich can 
be given, viz. the approbation of their country; he therefore wilhed 
to give notice, that oiiL.the firft day on which there was a'itill at-' 
tendance in the Houfe, he Ihould move the thanks of the Houfe to 
Charles Grey, Sir John Jervis, and the other officers fsrving 
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in the Weft Indies, and to the foldicrs and Tailors ailing under 
them. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, that as to the papers being taken into 
confideration he could have no objcdlion. He remarked, that every 
noble Lord, who had rntl the newfpapers for fcveral months back, 
was in pofft-flion of ihc circumftanccs contained in the Report. He 
conccival, that the mcafurc deferved the deepeft and moft folemn 
inveftigation of their Lordftiips. He had heard tlie Report of the 
Hoiife of Commons; but he did not conceive th.it any thing con¬ 
tained in that, jiiftificd the ftrong meafnre of the fuo'cnlion of the 
Habeas Corpus Acl. The di ciimonts alluded to, conlifted of certain 
printed papers, and a !HH)k of which the Duke of Richmond ap¬ 
proved. 'Fhat book h.ad been already in circulation, and contained 
nothing more tlv.n wlt.it had i-epcatcdly apjicarcd in print. It con- 
t.'n'nc'.l resolutions of v.ldch a noble Duke had approved. But there 
was in this bidinefs fomething extrcnwly niv- crious, and fuch as 
reminded him of a circuniftancc that occurred in another place— 
\V'^ciimiriftcr'hall. It was notorious on lint occafion, that certain 
papers had appeared in that book which were m't united with the 
otheM, as tlicy were nut fewed together. On exaioiuudoii he found, 
that thofc leaves Vicrc not pierced with a nccille ; but, on the fol¬ 
lowing day, when the bufitiH's was again inveftigated, ihofe leaves 
w .:re really picrcid, but fo as not to accord with the holes made in 
4 l'iC otlrcr leaves of the book. This was a convincing proof tlrat 
fueh leaves were inrrv>duc<\l for bad purpofes, and had not the fem- 
blance even of a fhadow of truth. Now, it had been afferted, arrd 
not ccintradiiSlcd, that a Rtiblution of the Society for Conftitutional 
Information, ^^llieh certainly riofKi on their books, had been omitted 
by wr-fZ/oY/'.-r, he would not fay fiy.^drty. That matter remained 
unexplained ; ho wa.s therefore for an infpc£lion of the book and pa¬ 
pers before the whole Honfc ; nrrt a fccret but an open exarrjination 
before the whole public, the tleludol people of England ; ftiould his 
motion not be carricil, the Committee would bear this circumftance 
in their mind, and account to the Houfc for cither the non-cxiftence, 
or the want of notice from the Committee of the Commons of that 
particular Refolution. 

The Earl of L.^DERDALE congratulated the Houfc that 
they were at leaft n/t called upon to pafs fo important a law by 
three readings in a/cw hours, but that time was afforded to deli¬ 
berate on fo cxti^^dinary a meafurc. He gave his full and hearty 
coorfurfence in tho vote of thanks to the great fervices rendered to 
■?nis country by Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis. His Lord- 
ftip fold, that when the papers were fubmitied to the Iloufe, it 
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would be then time to fee Iww far they diflered from the Report 
laid upon the table from the Commons. If it appeared, on exa¬ 
mination, tlttt there was a variation of fu£ls, he thought tliat then 
would be the proiKr time to aiiimadveit on the fubjcdl. lie faid, 
that the conduiSl of Sir Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis were un¬ 
exampled in the annals of hiftory, their brilliant fcrviccs w'crc fuel* 
as demanded the applaufc and admiration of their country, and they 
weie fuch as to which he would moft cheerfully fubfcribc. 

Earl STANHOPE fpoke in explanation. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE rofc, and esprefled his great 
iatisfadlion, on their Lordfhips being allowed farther time to debate 
a fubjedl of that -great importance, as that of the fiifpcnlion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act. When a bill was introduced for the annihila¬ 
tion of the liberties (jf lOngliihmen, he applauded the caution ufed by 
His Majefty’s Miniiters, and was happy to |>erccivc that their halti- 
nefsand lity was fofttned down, and tlicrefbrchc gave them 

CTedit for their repentance. Whatever quarter this delay proceeded 
from, it deferved his applaufc; anil he truited that he w ould not he 
accufed of parU;ilit)% when he coincided with the approbatinn be¬ 
llowed fo juftly on thofe gahanr officers, w'ho acquitted tliemfclvcs 
with fo much credit at St. Lucia and (juadalonpc. 

The motion for referring the papers to a Committee was thcji 
carried withcnit a divifion, Earl Stanliopc alone oppofing it. 

The jDukc of GRAb'rON obferved, rh-at the regular mode ot 
proceeding was, when a mciTage was delivered from Ilis MajcHy, 
to move a vote of thanks immediately. He was furprifed, he faiii 
to fee Minifters depart from thus rule, and was of opinion that »i 
ihould not be difpenfed with. He c(»nceivcd that iiwas highly dii- 
rcfpcdlful not to vote an addrefs iiniDculatcly to His Majelty. 

Lord GRENVILI.E faid, he had deferred doing it until tin. ^ 
Rej'ort on the papers were inadi*, as it might tlien alfu contain their i 
femiments upon them ; but, if ;uiy noble Lord thought the prelVnt | 
was the moft refiKtftful time, he liad no objcclion to do it now., | 
The Duke of GR AF'FON faid, there were but very few exam- ^ 
pies of delay to be found on the Journals. I 

Lord GRENVILLE moved, “ That humble addrefs be pre -1 
iented to His Majerty, to return to His Mj^fty the thanks of tils'; j 
Huufe for His gracious communication.” \ 

Lord Grenville alfo moved, tliat a mcffagcyhoulj be fent to the| 
Commons, to affiirc tliat Houfc of the pleafujra^riieir Lordfhips 
in a cordial corrcfpondcncc with them, and that the p'pifsi^ n-'' 
fent, and all others, (hould be carefully returned when required' 
Ordered, 
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T’nefdayj Q,oth May. 

The Lords proceeded to ballot for a Secret Committee of nine, 
when the following noble Peers were chofen: 

The Lord Chancellor, Duke of Portland, Earl of Caernarvon, 

Lord IMvy Seal, Earl of Hardwickc, )‘'arl oi Chatham, 

Duke of Leeds, Earl of Carlifle, Earl of Mansfield. 

The Jloufc adjourned. 

/f'ldncJt/fiVf 2 7^ Mtty. 

The Secret Committee prefented the firft part of their Report on 
tlic papers communicated bv the Commons. 

I’he Earl of LAUDl-RDALE and Karl STANHOPE ftated 
various objections to the mode of proceeding adopted on this occa- 
lion, which ^^as defended by Membets of the Ct^mmittcc. 

Ordered, 'I'hat the Report be taken into etaifideration on Thurf- 
tlay, and that the I^ooLs be fuinmoned. 

'^i'he 1 loufe adjourned. 

‘Ihiofdfiyj 22(1 Mny. 

Lord GRENVILLE moved the order of the day. 

'I'he Rcjxtrt of the Secret Cr)mmittec, printed and ford up to 
their LortlHiips, by order of the Uoufe, was then read. 

Lord GRJ’.NVILLE tlicn moved, That the Report of the Com¬ 
mittee of nine of their Lorddiips, be then read, which was dene. 
It Hated ti'.at the Committee of tlieir Lordfhips had iiitt, had cctn- 
pared the Rcjxnt of the Cumiiiittcc of the Houle of Commons with 
the papers which were font with it, and had come to a refolution, 
that they w<tc fatisfied, from looking at thefe papers, that a treafon- 
able eonfpiracy had been formed and afled upon, in different parts 
of this kingdom, for the fubvcrfion of the cftablilhcd laws and 
Conilitution of the kingdom, and for the iiimxUu'dion of tliat 
anarchy and eonfulion which fo fatally prevailed in France. Thar 
,meafurcs have been taken for providing arms, of the moft pernicious 
fort, for various perfons, for cariying on the purpofes for which 
they have confpired. The Committee had diredted a farther exami¬ 
nation into thefe cir^mftanccs, and they fubmitted whether it would 
be proper, that they Hiould proceed to jHirufe thefe books and papers, 
or leave it now Xm die zeal of their Lordlhips to come to an imme¬ 
diate mcafure, mcreby averting the calamities in w'hieh the farther 
progrefs of fu^ a eonfpiracy may intolvc the nation. 

The Earl ii LAUDERDALE faid, he had fome doubts as fo 
Ac order of their Lordfhips* proceedings j how far this Report was 
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ccHKdt and regular, and fuch as they could properly receive; lor 
the Report ilatcd nothir^ more than the opinion of the Committee 
on certain points; they ilated no fa£ls on ivhich they grounded their 
(pinions, nor did any thing Appi'ar on the face of the Report of their 
jLordihips’ Committee, that could furnini their Lordlhips with any 
information. The papers brought up by the Commons were to be 
returned, and their Lordfhtps could not have rccourfc to tlicin. He 
muft maintain that their f^rdlhips’ Committee had no power to 
report their opinion to the Houfe; they fliould have related fa£is, 
and left the Houfe afterwards to form its own opinion. 

The Bllhop of ROCHESTER hinted that this was not fpeaVing 
to order. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE obferved, that he was not to be 
difeompofed by the muttering of any man in tlwt Iloufc; he be¬ 
lieved that he was fpcaking ftriclly in order, becaufe lie was ftatiiig 
that the Report v hich their Lordlhips had juft heard read, was an 
irregular Report; and lie believed it would reijuirc at Icaft all the 
eloquence of the learned Prelate, to prove that he was out of order, 
or that the Report was regular, and fuch as the Committee was 
charged to make. He would fay again, that the Coniniittcc ftiould 
have reported fa£ls to the Iloufc, and not merely their opinion on 
fodts j for in the order by which the Committee was conftituted, it 
was not exprefled, as in fomc cafes, “ "I'hat they (hall report the 
fame, together with their opinions thereon to the Houfe.” 

The Bifhop of ROCHESl'ER fpoke to order ; he faid, that die 
Report-of the Committee was regular, for that fincc it was fir ft 
made, feveral refolutions of that Houfe had been made upon it, 
and therefore it was out of order to fibjcdl to the Report now; 
his Lordfhip defired that the proceedings might be read, which 
being done. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, that from all that had 
pafifed, he was quite convinced that he was pcrfedlly in order, and 
that this was the very ftage for him to make his objcdlion; having 
made it, he left it to their Lordlliips to ju<lgc of it, and for them 
to fee whether tliey would be guilty of fuch a difrcfpc«ft to them-' 
felves, as to proceed in a manner for which there was no precedent 
on their journals. The noble Secretary of Stitfe would liave been 
regular, if he had moved that this Report bcvc-ccnfidcrcd. He 
muft again lay, let who would attempt to refute Vm, that this Re¬ 
port was not fuch as the Committee were empoweikd by the Houfe 
to make ; their Report ftiould have related fodls, whereas it con¬ 
tained nothing but matter of opinion. . 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, he had rather have fuffered the nobl^* 
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Earl, \eho had juft fat down, to proceed as far as he pleafed on the 
point of order in this cafe, than interrupt hitn,'becaufe he was per- 
fuaded that points of this kind had better be allowed to pofs by, 
than to be^ftrcnuoufly contended j he faid this merdiy with reference 
to the general convenience of the Houfc, and not from any convic¬ 
tion that the noble Earl was right on the queftion of order; on the 
contrary, he was convinced the Report was ftriclly regular; not 
only fo, but he was clearly of opinion that the Committee had dif- 
chuged their duty in an able manner, and had reported an opinion 
on thefe pipers, in which he trufted their Loidftiips would coincide; 
but he (hould come now to that which appeared to him to be the 
moll important matter for their Lordfhips’ confidcratiun. He rofe 
now' in cont'cqucncc of what their Lordfhips had firft heard read, 
anil of the notice lie gave yefttrday, to cill on them to coniider 
whi^ihcr they ought not now’ to proceed with all poflible expedition 
in the mcafurc before them, which was a bill brought up to them 
from iIk* Houfe of Commons, to cn iblc His Majtfty to fccurc and 
detain focli perfons !■» he llull fiifjKiit of cunfpiiing againft his per- 
f.)ii an 1 g<'\ eminent. It hid now in different fliapcs been brought 
before their LordHiips ; ftrll, by die melfagc from the King ; fc- 
condh, bv the coiiimumcation fiom the Houfc of Commons : and 
IliVii, by a Committee of their own, that apian and eonfpiracy 
aiSliialh cxifted for the purpolu of fubverting the laws, and annihi¬ 
lating the conflitution tjf this kingdom. It was moreover afccr- 
taiiiod, to the f.itisfaClion of their Lordfhips, that arms had been 
furnilhed, to carry into effot^ the wicked in ichinations of the So- 
cietK'i to which the Rc^vjit adverted. In fuch a lituation, the two 
braneh«’s of the LegilLiturc had Ihcwn precedents, where the hands 
of the Executive Government wetc ftrengthened for the purpofe of 
defc.iting thofc who cimfpircd agaiiill the laws and the conflitution. 
Was he to clofc his fpccch here, he was convinced, after their 
JLordfhips liad heard die Report, that it were uniieccffary for him 
to fay more to induce them to agree to the motion w'hich he would 
have the iionour of fiibmitting to their coniidcration. The only 
• quelliun, in his mind, now was, whether their loirdfhips would 
agree a mcafure that tended to enable the Executive Government 
to fccurc to this country the blcfling-* of die conflitution and its laws, 
which were attackJl; for tliat purpofe, he would recommend to 
their Lordftiips t^afs the bill now before them j in doing which, 
they were doing/nothing more dian their ancefturs did, and that, 
at the beft peric^ of our conflitution, at an aera when liberty was 
pcrfedlly undp^oud and pra£licaUy defined. For it was at die ^mq 
A the glorious Revolution itfclf, they had adc^ted the 
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jjmpofed on (lighter eKaminatton than tlwt which had preceded the 
fhcafure now propofed to be adopted; this would be apparent to their 
Lordlliips on reference to their journals ; it would appear that fuch 
a hill as this had paiTcd on a iimple communication from the Crown, 
W'ithout dating any thing but a mere fail of there being a confpU 
racy, and without waiting for any proof of it; but although that 
was the cafe, he fclt in this inftance a dclire to enter a little into the 
ikt.dl of finds, by way of information to the Houfe. The alTer- 
tion of the Houfe of Commons, In which their Lordlhips’ ComnuN 
tec ti^ unanimoufly concurred, was, that they were fatisfied there 
was a dcfign now openly profcfTcil and acted upon, which aimed at 
nothing Icfs than what was dated in His Majedy’s mclTage, a trai¬ 
torous confpiracy for the fubverfion of the cdablidicd laws and con- 
frtriition of the kingdom, and to introduce a fydem of anarchy and 
ronfulion, which had fatally prevailed in France ; and he was forry 
fo fay that this had not been difeouraged ; on the contrary, it liad 
been encouraged in many indances, and that at a time when wc 
were at war for the fupport and maintenance of every thing that 
V as dear to us, and to every riviliied nation in this world. From 
th.e fird moment thofe who brought on the revolution in France 
tbtjnJ themfclves dirjng enough to avow their real principles and 
d'.ligns, their mifehiovous fydem commenced, and they began to 
diflurb this and other countries, under the name of reform ; they 
I'.ad proceeded wifely, if wifdom could be faid ever to attend ini- 
i^uity ; they had procectled to obtain the alTidance of the people of 
rliltcrcnt countries, w'cll knowing that their fydem could not be 
eftablidicd in their own, without fuch aflidance; and they found, 
as naturally they expeded fo find, men of profligate morals and d«:f- 
perate fortunes in many places ready to enter into their views. Ac¬ 
cordingly, in the beginning of the year 1792, w'c‘found that a 
covrcfpoiidcncc was edablKhcd for the purpofe of diffeniinating prin¬ 
ciples utterly inconfident with the exidence of the conftitution of 
this country—he w'ould lay more, inconfident w'ith the exidcncc 
of any conditufion, or any form of Government in this world, 
wlierc there was any law, morality, religion, or order. In this 
^ iualiony His Majcdy had been advifed to warn his fubjeds of the 
'^pernicious tendency of fuch principles, and -the dilTemination of 
^liem i according)'. His Majelly idued his ptoclamation in May, 
'1792, on which die two Houfes of ParliatnenNaddrelTed His Ma- 
iclly, in becoming terms of afledion to his perfim and fiimily, and 
^nviolable attachment to the conditution; precifely at this period it 
when thefe Societies came forward for a pu^fe to which it 
extremely for thdr Lorddiips to attend the^ begibt 
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their operations by endeavouring to corrupt the minds of the Idwtr 
clafles of the Public, by difleminating pamphlets, containing the 
wh4|i|^ of their fyftem : they pafled a refolution on the 18th of May, 
1792, to di tribute a cheap edition of a book, entitled, ‘‘Rights 
of Mart.” Here was the foundation of that fyftem wliich had 
lined ripened into trcafonablc pradliccs by fubfequent proceedings, 
tVhich were followed up With incredible diligence and aiStivity : this 
was increafed by the fuccefs of Dumouricr in the Low Countries, 
which dcmonftr.ited the views of the parties, as well as their avowed 
concurrence with the National Conventirm of France, which was 
manifefted by an addrefs prefented on behalf of thefe Societies ta 
tliat Convention, and the anfwcr tf> it, which was, that the Na¬ 
tional Convention applauded the fplrit of Britifti Republicans, and 
that they trufted the moment was not very diftant, hut was fall ap¬ 
proaching, w’hen a National Convention ftioiild be cftabliflied in 
England. His Lordftiip faid he was induced to look at firft on 
tiiis as a wild, abfurd, fally of invention, with which the proceed¬ 
ings of that aftcmbly feemed to teem ; but on looking at the' fubfe- 
4)uent proceedings of the Englifti Republicans, he found it was only 
part of a fyftcmatic plan for the fubvcrlion of the conftitution of this 
country': this would be as evident to their Lordships as it appeared 
to him, if they looked on the names of the perfons who had been 
admitted members of thefe focierics afterwards ; they were members 
of tlic Convention, who had, in the whole of their fpeeches and 
conduit, been marked by the inoft decided hoftility to tb.c cjnfthu- 
lion of this country ; and they had brought us to the neceflity of 
arming agninft tliem In our defence, and almoft at this very mo^- 
merit, i\jien we were arming for our own defence, and in fuppert 
of our conftitution, thefe Societies made honorary members, and 
entered the fpeeches of thefe perfons in their books—the f^rccchcs of 
Barrcfc and St. Andre ; Roland was alfo admitted an honorary 
member. 

It was really with aftoniftimcnt that he at firft read the fpeech of 
Barrere, in particular where he ftated that it was filfe that the people 
of England were adverfe to the proceedings of the Convention, 
which brought 01^ the murder of their King; he allowed that fonie 
individuals in this country had cxprclTcd feme difapprobation of that 
event, but infixed it was by no means the general feeling of the peo¬ 
ple of England. This was the fpeech which the Members of the fo« 
ciety for Conftitutiunal Intbrmadon were plcafed to applaud. 
fides this, their Lordlhips would perceive in thefe Ibcicties, a ftudi- 
ous imitation of the proceedings of the National Convention; they 
adopted all their phrafes in fpeaking, and all their forms in tranfa^- 
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iflg buiineis ; and it was thus ho maintained their fentiments to be 
iifniiar to thofe of the National Convention. All this proved, to 
his mind, that their views were to familiarize thc’lowcr clafl^of 
the people of this country to tlicfc proceedings, in order to pr^rc 
them to come to a rcfulutiun for the dellruflion of all rank, dil>inc> * 
tion, and order in focicty ; every thing was to be fwallowed up in 
the Jacobinical term, Citizen. If he was fpeakingto an aflbinbly 
lefs enlightened than their Lordihips were, he was confident he 
ihould^have no difficulty in convincing thembf the drift of all this; 
but, what was Ifill of more imiwrtance, their L<»rdlhips would fee 
there was not any one of the papers of thefe focictics, attained in 
the Report, which did not contain, not implied but avowed, cx- 
preffed approbation of the principles of Government maintained in 
the National Convention of France—principles which their Lord- 
ihips w'cU knew to be utterly fubverfive of all (jovernment, and 
all order in fociety, and a direct attack on the Conflitution which 
we now enjoy; and the perfons who concurred in thefe fentiments, 
difleminated them witii incredible indiiftry among tlxc people of this 
country at large, and with more indufiry amtjug the lower orders 
than any other ; every fpecch that was feditious, every publication 
that was feditious was diffeminated among men W'ho were the molt 
likely to be led by their padtons, in ho}x:s finally of introducing 
anarchy and confufion in this country; for this purpofc their Lord- 
ihips would find that thej^ had carried on corrcfpjndenccs in various 
parts, in almoft every confiderablc manufacturing town in the king¬ 
dom, and where fimilar rcfolutujns had been entered into, in Ihort 
they had proceeded w ith fanatical ciitliufiafm in the caufe of w ieked- 
nefs; they had at laft determined to call what they termed a Britiih 
Convention; in Oaober, 1793, they t<x)k mcafuresfor‘’thispur- 
- pofc, and a Convention adually met in December following, and 
they afterwards dared to cenfure the proceedings adopted with refpeCt 
to thofe wlio were Members of that Convention, and to infult tlic 
Jufitce of their country: his Lordihip then proceeded to read extrads 
from various parts of the Report, and maintained that in fevcral 
parts of it open rcfiftance to the law was recommended, and that 
in no part was there any thir^ evinced like a difpofition to apply to 
Parliament. In one part it was Hated, “ tbat'thc law ceafes to 
“ be objed of obedience whenever it becomes an infiroment of 
** Q 0 ^on.’* Then was Hated, as an inHance of this oppref- 
fioitt>'~the trials and puniHimcnt of the Members of the Convention 

f inbuigti, tege^er with high panegyrics on the virtues of thefe 
duals ; couple this with the fentence—** We fee with regret, 
e ice without tear, that the period is faft approaching when 
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the liberties of Britons muft depend, not upon reafon,. to which 
they have long appealed, nor on their powers of exprefllng it, but 
on their hrm and undaunted refolution to q>pore tyranny by the 
fame means by which it is cxcrcifcd.” He would now alk any ho- 
neft man to lay his hand upon his heart, and fay whether he did 
not really believe that the true fpirit of this fentiment was to incul¬ 
cate the doctrine of difobedience to the exiting laws, and to repel 
by force, every attempt to enforce fuch laws. His lordfhip then 
took notice of the account of tlic proceedings of the meeting of the 
London Correfponding Society, at the Globe Tavern, on the 20th 
of January, 1794* which he cenfured as a piece of extravagant 
licentioufnefs, w'lfich he would not offend their U)rdnili)sby reading. 
I'hcy then, he faid, proceeded to animadvert on Parliament in 
a flrain too indecent for their Lordfhips to hear repeated \ and 
then they complained of the Adminiilration of Juflice in Sc(>t- 
land' and in Ireland. It was flated——If w'c look to Ireland, 
\vc find th.it acknowletlgcd privilege of the people, to meet for thfe 
fupport and protc6rion of their rights and liberties, is attempted by 
tenors, to be taken away by a late infiimous aOd of Parliament.” 
Ill Scotland—“ The wicked hand of power has been impudently 
exerted, without even the wretched formality of an adl of Parlia¬ 
ment." Here it was held out in one cafe, tliat an acl of Parlia¬ 
ment was an infamous a£l, and in the other, that an a( 5 l of Parlia¬ 
ment, if thefe focicties (hould difapprovc of it, was to be confider- 
cd as a wretched formality; both tending to one \H)int, namely, 
that the authority of citlier was to be refilled by open force. It was 
Hated indeed tliat they looked for a parliamentaiy reform by legal 
means ; but jvas any man fimplc enough to believe that they were 
finccre in this declaration ; on the contrary, was it not evident that 
the whole of their plan w'as to bring Parliament into contempt in 
the eyes of tlie Public ? He charged the authors of thefe proceed¬ 
ings with nothing lefs than an intention to introduce into thjs coun- 
tty the anarchy of France, and he would fay, that their defigns 
were not only criivinal, but treafonable. Their objeft was not a 
parliamentary refijim, but the defirudtion of our monarchy: the 
dcftrufSlion of that HoAfe, and the deilrudition of the Houfc of Com¬ 
mons ; the fubverfion of all law, order, rank, diilindiun, pro¬ 
perty ; witii nothing lefs than tliis did he charge the authors of tlicfe 
proceedings, and he would fay again thefe were treafonable praclices. 
To maintain this aifertbn hp need only to advert to feme palfages, 
in which they Hated, in the moft inflamed and treafonable terms, 
their views. It is aiked by what means fliall wx feek redrefs ? 
“ We anfwer, tliat men in a Hate of civUizxd fociety, are bound 
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tt> fcck rcdrefs of grievances from the laws, as long as any rcdrcfs 
can be obtained by the laws,” (then followed a text from fcriptiirc, 
which he Would dot repeat,) but the concluHon was, we tnuft have 
redrefi* from our own laws, and not from the laws of our plunder¬ 
ers, enemies and oppreffors; here the people were told again, tliat 
all obligation to the laws reafetl, for the Houfes of Parliament were 
filled with their plunderers, enemies, and oppreflbrs. They then 
proceeded to create themfclves into a Convention to fet Parliament 
afide altogether. 'ITiefc were treafonablc afls, and their Lordfliips 
were no more to believe die profoflions of thefe men, tlvat they only 
wiihed for a parliamentary reform, by legal means, any more tlian 
the defence of a murdcicr in a court of jufticc, if he fliould declare 
his intentions w’crc good, llis Ltirdfhip then proccc«ltd to take 
notice of tlic meeting at Chalk Farm, on which he .iinmadvcrtcd 
feverely, and in the courfe of whicli he obfcived, th.it a little 
before this time, an opinion had been givt.i in another place, in 
which he concurred entirely, namely, tliat if the law is not 
fuificient to fupprefs thefe proceedings it ouglit to be fticngthened, 
as it muft be allowed, that many of thefe proceedings were had in 
contempt of the cftabliflied laws of the country. He h id no doubt 
whatever of thefe being treafonablc pra^lices. He would not, he 
faid, difgiift their lAirdlhips by reading the refblutioni. entered into 
sit Clialk Farm, as they had hcird them read by the Clerk at the 
fable, they were fiich as evidc’Utly Ihcwed the violi nee and intention 
of this focictv. From thefe it wms maniftlh tliat thev, in the m»»{V 
undirguifed manner, had «*xhorted the people to arm, and that die 
occaflon of their afTembling, and the caufe for which they met, was 
not to be decided by Parliament, but by that illsgal meeting. 
This, lie contended, was calling on the ^Kople to rife in arms againil 
Parliament; it was endeavouring to alieaite them from their alle¬ 
giance ; it was an avowal of treafonablc purpofes, as exhorting the 
people to refill the laws. From a view of all thefe filers, and from 
flic general view of their proceedings, he was con\ inced that there 
exified a treafonablc confpirac)', for the exprefs j/urpofc of fupcrced- 
Jng Parliament, annihilating the lAgiilature, and intnxliieing guilt, 
anarchy, and confufion in the kingdom. This was the conclii- 
lion drawn by their Lordlhips' rcfpcdable Committee ; it was the 
conclufion which he drew fmm the circumdanccs j and, if it was 
conclufivc to their Lordlhips, they w'ould proceed with difpatch in 
adc^ing fuch mcafurcs as would put a Hop to the fpreading evil. 
In fome of the focicties, he remarked, that propofals had been 
made for providing arms for the Membcr>; and if any thing was 
Hbndng to cany convi« 51 ion to tlie minds of the moil incredulous 




pcrfons, of their treafonable inbmtions, the drcumftance of thclr 
arming their friends muft be fulHcicnt. When this was cllab- 
liihcd, that dicy armed to cfFcdtuate by ftMcc, if poffibte, what 
they could not otherwife accomplilh; for his Lurdiliip could not 
have a doubt of the ilTue of fuch a trial, it was a nccelTary cauti<m 
to put the Executive Government on their guard againd what might 
be otlicrvrifc produdive of a civil war. If it ihould be advanced^ 
that the meafiirc which he had to pn^fe to their Lordfliips, was 
ftrong or harlh, the ncceflity of tlic cafe required that it (liould be 
carried into execution. If it were argued, that there was inctm- 
gruity in adopting a mcafurc tliat wouUi attach to the whole, be- 
caufe a part was criminal, he would argue, without meaning any 
perfonal compliment to thofc with whom he aded, that tliclr Lord- 
Ihips might repofe with fafety in the clemency, and mild exerdfe 
of any pf)wer veiled in the Exccuiivc Government. If it were faid, 
that t!)e tools and iniliumcnts of thofc who h)rmed thofc a! irmlng 
meetings, were miferableobfeure individuals from whom no appre- 
henfion o<nild be juflly formed ; he would anfw'er, that wheie con- 
fpiracy was proveti, danger cxifted. If it was f.iid that cunfpiracy 
was not to be dreaded in w hieh nten of rank were not among the 
confpirators—he w’ould anfwer, that if their I^ordfhips looked into 
the page of hillor\', they would find that the overthrow of all Go¬ 
vernments had been efic«£led by obfeure individuals, and that almofi; 
all confpirators were Irinkrupts in chanufrer. With refped to the 
Revolution of France, the majority was adverfe to the meafurc; 
and an able writer, and a man of veracity, afiferted, that juft pre¬ 
vious to its happening, there were not 200 perfons in all France 
who wifhed for it, and Roberfpierre himfelf w'as rcgiinlcd for a time 
as a madman in the National Conventii^n. It was want of early 
caution and vigorous mealurcs in the Executive Government that 
cnabkxl thefc defperate characters to fuccccd ; w*e, in the prefent 
inftance, ftiould regard the fate of the monarchy of France as a 
Icllbn. Therefore, though the individuals w'crc infignificant in 
number, in talents, and in charaifrcr, that w'as no reafon for not 
'Cheeking their proceedings, for they might foon become dangerous 
if fufforeJ to pr\jecd. Previous to the great rebellion, in which 
Cromwell made ft^i^nrpieuoiis a figure, he was confidcred as a dc- 
fpicable character and a man of no note. But in the progrefs of 
that rebellion, hcprov(xl himfelf capable of vaft deiigns, and there¬ 
fore his Lordftiip trufted that the fecurity of the countiy in the pre¬ 
fent crifis, (bould reft on fomething more than the obfeurity of in¬ 
dividuals, Haying dwell; on tlus and other topics for a coniidcrable 
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irniCt concluded with moving, ** That die bill for empowerii^ 
His Majefty^ to fccure and detain fach perfems as he may fufpe^ tso 
be confjHiing agaii^|&is perfon and Cfovemment, be now read 'a 
iirfl time/' It was^ad. His Lordihip then moved, That 
ihls bill be now rcaJ!^ fccond time/’ 

Earl ST'ANHOPE faid, that dillering from the Secretary of 
" ;State in all his conclufions, he muft oppofe this mcafurc; he con- 
hdered this bill, as neither more nor Icfs than a fyftem for creating 
a ballilc in this country, and for cllablilhing lettres de cachet, by 
which any man in the kingdom might be itnprifoned for any length 
of time, at the will of Minifters, without proof, without reafon, 
and even without trial, and after all without redrefs of any kind, 
li>r fuch impriftiument ■, he (hould have cxpcdlcd that when fuch a 
propoliciun, was only mentioned in a Britifti Houfc of Parliament, 
it would fiavc excited general abhorrence. He faid there was no li- 
tuation in which foch a meafure as this onf^it to have been attempt¬ 
ed, much Icfs in which it could be juftiiied, to this extent. He 
alTurcd their Lordfliips he fhould endeavour to argue that queftion 
iairly and difpaflionately. He w as fure he had attended to the Sc- 
•cretaiy' of State as well as he ivas able, and he hoped their Ix>rd(hips 
would attend to him, for he required only a few minutes of atten¬ 
tion, without prejudice or prepoffeflion, and he thought he lliouKl 
do away all the grounds laid down in fupport of this mcafurc ; their 
Lordfhips would permit him therefore to ftate what the charge w’as 
againft the Members of tliefe Societies, and what was the ground of 
that cliargc. A Convention—A Meeting—Aflcmbly, or give it 
what name you pleafe, for the name was nothing, and the object 
every thing. A Conventi<m had been agreed upon by thefe Socie¬ 
ties ; now ujxrn this, two conliderations prefented thcmfclvcs to our 
view, the (jbje(ft of the parties, and the means by whidi that object 
was to be attained. If thefe W'cre legal, no honeft man would be 
dlfpofcd to cavil about the name. He (hould take firft, the charge. 
It. was ftated, that the obje£l of the Members of tliefc Societies was 
not to apply to Parliament for a reform; but that they intended to 
fuperfede the Houfc of Commons, and to take uron thcmfclvcs the 
power and fun^lion of legidation. He could neft help faying there 
appeared to him to be great want of logic in conclufionfor it 
^ was certainly very polViblc, he did not fay it was advifcablc, for a 
body of men to form a refolution for obtaining a parliamentary re¬ 
form, and that legally, without any application to Parliament. He 
fhould again fay he did not think it advifeable, becaufe the parties 
were not likely to attain their objedt j but they might certainly dp fo 
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legally. He fpoke the more freely upon this point, as he never 
had belonged to any of thefe Societies, and he did not approve of 
the meeting of a Convention, fuch as thefe Societies propofed; bc- 
caufc, however legal their condu»£l might be, it was not likely to be 
cfie£lual: it had been tried already, and had failed, and was likely 
to fail again. It had been tried in the year 1780 and 1781. 
But the probability or the improbability of fuccefs had nothing to do 
with the legality of the plan. I'o (hew the fuccefs of a plan for 
bringing about a parliamentary reform, without applying to Parlia¬ 
ment, he would put a cafe which might cafily happen. Suppofe, 
for inflancc, that all thofe who now pofTcfs the right of eledlion 
Ihould determine not to vote at a future cledkm for any perfon who 
di<l not umlertakc to agree to a given plan for a parliamentary re¬ 
form ; and fuppofe all thofe who w'crc fo clci'led fliould he faithful 
totlieir engagement; here w'oiilil be at once a plan for a parliament¬ 
ary reform carried into cfFc< 5 l, without any application to Parliament, 
and yet it would be legal. But it was faid that thefe papers had 
extravag-ant ideas of reform; “ Annual Parliaments ami univerfal 
fuffrage ; ” this w'as not peculiar to thefe perfons; he could flicw to 
their Lordlhips that there was a perfon of the name of Richmond, 
who had held the fame ideas. If therefore the Houfe would allow 
this Riclimond to entertain thefe ideas, they mull at Icaft tolerate 
the Members of tliefc Stx:ictics. We were told that thefe Societies 
; had expreffed difapprobation of the P.trliament of Ireland, he (hould 
‘ fhew them that the fame fort of intemixiratc exprefltons had been 
made ufe of w'ith refpct'l to the Parli iment of England. He then 
proceeded to ftate an account of a meeting, in the county of Kent, 
in the year 17180, with many grc'.t and rcfpcclablc names ; Mem¬ 
bers of that Houfe, among the reft, the right honourable Tommy 
Tow'nlhcnd. 

Lord SYDNEY thanked the noble Lord for the |X)lite manner 
in which he had introduced his name, but that he ever belonged to 
any Convention, he rofe exprefsly to deny. 

Earl S'I'ANHOljE proceeded; he faid he never aflerted that his 
Lordfhip w'as a Mewfoer of a Convention; he fj^oke only of a 
Kentifh Committee, wnich he could pnwc that noble Lord attended, 
i At this meeting w'crc prefent a brotlier of the noble Secretary of 
State, Colonel Fitipatrick, Mr. Fox, and many other high and 
diilinguiflied charadlers. They afterwards met in London and in 
Weftminfter, and they Bated feveral points for a reform in Parlia¬ 
ment, and the meeting rcfolvcd in a very fpirited manner, and did 
not fpcak of Parliament in very' foft cxpr^ions. He did not fay 
Aat all thofe individuals agreed to thefe refolutions, but the Society 
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agreed to them ; and no quedion was ever ilarted upon the legality 
of the meeting, or of its meafures. He then took notice of the 
quintuple alliance \ they had agreed to call a Convention, precifely 
’as thefe Societies had done. Another meeting had been held in 
Scotland, and by the exprefs advice of the Lord Advocate, a Con¬ 
vention had been agreed upon ; this he only mentioned to prove that 
there was nothing illegal in the word Convention. Their Lord- 
Ihips knew what the condii^l of Mr. Pitt had been upon the fubjc^l 
of parliamentary reform. He then proceeded to the declaration of 
Sir George Savllc, a character whom every one who knew efteemed; 
this great and good man had in his letter to his conilitucnts, made 
ufc of much fc\ crer words with refpci*^! to Parliament, than thefe 
Societies had done in any of their rc^'olutions, and inftcad of being 
blamed, he was revered for it. [ Here his Lordfhip read Sir George 
Savilc’s letter.] He then tof)k notice of the Dnkc «f Richmond’s 
letter to Colonel Sharman, in which liis Ciracc Hates he has no 
"hopes of any rcfuim from the P.irliament, but tlsat the people miift 
do every thing for tlicmfehcs. If their Lordftiips, therefore, were, 
to fend to prifon anv t>f the Members of thefe Societies for difrefpc6V- 
ful exprelTions to Parliament, they mull fend with them, for the 
lame offence, Citizen Richmond. As an inffance of the freedom 
taken with the characlcr of Parliament, he quoted the letter of the 
right honourable Kdmund Burke to Sir Herailcs Langrilhc on the 
fubjedl of the corruption of Parliament. He ridiculed the idea 
a confpiracy where every tranfa^Uon had been printed in tlie public 
ncwfpapers, and maintained that if wli.it was now ftated in the Re¬ 
port was illegal. Government ought to have profecuted them long 
ago. One parf of the charge againil thefe Societies, was, that they 
had circulated a cheap edition of the Rights of Man. Now*, upon 
this point, their Lordffiips ought to know what the Secretary ot 
State did not mention, he believed he did not know it himfelf, but 
it was extremely material. The Attorney General of tl at day, Sii 
Archd. McDonald, had indi( 51 ed Mr. Paine, tl\c author of 
Rights of Man, and that book had been declared by a Jury a libci 
on- the Conffitution of this country. In alk'the cheap cdkions ot 
this book, circulated by order of thofe Soeikies, the parts fclc 61 cd 
by the Attorney General, were omitted, therefore the inference was, 
that the book in tliat Hate was a legal publication, for their Lord- 
ihips would not prefume that the Attorney General had fo neglected 
his duty as to paft a public libel by, without inferting it in the in- 
dikment. He then took notice of the char^ of thefe Societies hav¬ 
ing admitted Barrerc and Roland as honorary Members of this So- 
Q«ty; there was nothing on the foce of it illegal^ for the Ipe ches 
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of thcfc pibrfons were not ftatcd in the Report, and their Lordihlps 
had nq^ evidence of their unconAitutional tendency; belidcs, the Se¬ 
cretary of State miftook the iituation of Roland ; he was not a Mem¬ 
ber of the Convention, it was impoffible he fliould, for he was a 
Miniftcr, and placemen did not fit in Parliament in France. He 
muft maintain, that if any complaint was to be exhibited againft the 
Members of thefe StKictics, for adopting of any part, or applaud¬ 
ing the fentiments of thefe fpecches, we (hould have evidence of 
the fpecches themfclves. The Secretary of State had hinted at fume 
parts of thefe fpecches; but not a word was faid’ of their contents 
in the Rcjxjrt. Befides, he maintained that the Report itfelf was 
extremely unfair, and made up entirely againfi all the rules of evi¬ 
dence ; parts of their correfpondcncc, and thofe the moft uniavour- 
ablc, w'erc felcfted, and tlie favotlrablc ones omitted; whereas in 
point of jufiicc and by the rules of law, the whole of the books of 
the Society fiiould be quotcil in the Rcjxwt, and fet forth at full 
length, that the Houfe migiit not be called upon to judge from mu¬ 
tilated and detached pillages, bur fairly.and equitably from the 
whole context, and, for aught their [.ordlhlps could know' to the 
contrary, the whole t.iken together might nut only be an innocent, 
but alfo a meritorious w'ork. In one of their rcfolutions they ftated, 
that the friends of reform arc the friends of peace ; their principles 
can be promotcil only by peaceable means : they know of no other 
method of ol^tainiiig the ol j cl they dcfirc.'* On the fubjecl of pro¬ 
viding themfclves witli arms, his I/ordlhip qiKJted the authority of 
Blackllonc, in tlic firft chapter of his firll book of his Commentaries, 
wherein he llates tliat the fuhjcdls of a free llatc have a right to keep 
arms for felf defence ; and alfo the opinion of Lord Hawkeibury, oa 
ilic propricty.of arming the pci)ple, vvlio had laid that there never 
w'as an inlhincc of an armed people uiing their power to their own 
deftrucSion; in which opinion he coincided c^)mplctcly, forhewiflrei 
that inftead of 30,000, we had 4.00,000 militia; were that the 
cafe there, would be nothing to fear from internal commotions. But 
he muft confefs the whole of this mcafure appeared to be improper, 
and the fear prctciidcd to be felt, was to bo compared to nothing fo 
apt as the windmiii^f Don Quixottc. But Oinpuling there was any 
foundation for fear,\ow unjuft was it tint the freedom of all the 
people of England ftiould be at the will of the Miniftcr, on account 
of the milbehaviour of a few. He concluded with dcfiring their 
Lorddiips for a moment to reflcift tin the pofl'iblc etfcdl of all this. 
Suppofe a ftream of water that had often fertilized a beautiful plain, 
but had palfcd its boundaries, and fur a time occalioned fume trifting 
injuiy to the foil, a mifcrable hufbandman would he be who endca- 
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%’ourcd to choak up the current. So it was here, the fiowtt^ of hu- 
!T»an reafon Government had not the power of checking, hu't like the 
prudent huibandnian, they might with care dii;e 61 it w'ithin its pro¬ 
per channel. So in the prefent inllancc, do juftice,” faid he, “ and 
give to the jTcoplc peace, and then, my Lords, you may be able to 
guide tlnir reafoning, and keep it fafely within its due limits.” 

Earl SPKNCER faid he thouglu himfelf called ujx>n by an allu- 
lion which the noble Earl had made, to a meeting held in Kent, 
in the year 1780, at which he was prefent. He agreed tliat he 
had been there, and approved of the general purpofe of the meeting; 
but if the noble Earl had examined any proper account uf what paf- 
fed, he would find that lie did not go tt» the full extent, that other 
perfons prefent had wiflicd to do, and give his reafonsat i!ie time. 
At any rate, the fentiments and the proceedings of that meeting were 
very different indeed from what feemed tt) actuate thofc Si)cietics to 
which the prefent bill applied. He juftifled the mcafurc as expedi¬ 
ent, politic, and founded upon abi'olute nceeflity, arifing from tlic 
emergency of the cafe, and gave Jus hearty fupport to the motion 
before the Houfe. 


Lord HAY (Earl of Kinnoul} f|x>kc at eonfidcrablc length on the 
fame fide, and irrongly vindicated the mcafure as becoming the wif- 
dom of Adminiftnition, and the moll adequate to the cafe. 

Lord BORING DON faid he approved of the meafure, heeaufe, 
though a Itrong one, he was convinced that the nei cflity of the cafe 
ealled for a itrong meafure. Two'years ago he had fcon what, in 
his mind, were the feeds of all the mirehief that had finee liappened, 
and it was full time tliat a jiroper check fhould be put to the pro- 
grefs of fueh deftruclive proceedings. He was no Alarniiil; by that 
he meant, that he felt no idle, weak, or unmanly alar^ns, and was 
as much for the rights, a fair, pure, equitable rights of man, as 
any body ; at the fame time, being no friend to the moilern fvftcm 
of Franee, or innovating metaphyfical principles, it became his duty 
to be alarmed when he thought any attack was attempted to be made 


upon the Conltitution of the country’. The cxillenee of a moft dan¬ 
gerous confpiracy againft the Government of this country was evi¬ 
dent, unlefs it could be fuppofed, that the Ci^nuttce had abufed 
the confidence repofed in them; or that the ffme words in the En- 


glifh language were capable of different fignificadons. He agreed 
perfedly, that no force could flop opinion; but thought, neverthe- 
lefs, that a prudent forefight might avoid many evils which negli¬ 
gences would encourage beyond all power of repelling. He thought 
the mod valuable right he had was that of protcdlion from the laws 


under which he lived. While he acknowledged danger from tht? 
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exift^cc of certain machinations, he was confident that the wifdom 
of a very great majority in tiie kingdom would lead them, at no riik, 
to undervalue the blcflings they at prefent enjoy under this Con- 
fiitution. 

Lord THURLOW faid, that before going at all into the quef- 
tion, it was proper to notice the manner in which the bill had come 
into that Houfe. He confidered it firft as founded upon the King’s 
nicirngc ; and next on the proceedings which had fince taken place 
upon it in that and the other Houfe of Parliament, and then it be¬ 
came the duty of both Houfes to proceed in the bufinefs as they might 
fee caufe. In his opinion the Lords had a^cd in the wifeft way, 
by taking it up in the manner they had done; but he could not 
help faying, that much of the debate that night had gone very wide 
of the mark. The only communication now before them, was the 
Rciwrt of their Committee, and the bill which was founded upon 
that Report. The general [)rinciplc up<»n which he conceived the 
bill to be founded, w.is necefiity ; and when once that nccdJity was 
cllabfiihcil, there was nothing fo ftrong in the mcafiirc as ought to 
create any objcifVion to it. If it avas clear that the proceedings, 
which made the bill nccellary, tended to produce tliat anarchy in 
this country which had prevailed in France, and certainly it muft 
be all«wctl, tltat anarchy is the worft of tyranny, then it was ne- 
cetT.iry to adopt this moafurc, which, though it for a time feemed 
to infringe upon the principles of the Conftitution, only took away 
juft as much as fecured the reft, which c«'rtainly was a wife and 
commendable jvdicy. He reprobated the pradicc of introducing 
names of perfons, or even allufions to thofe who were under trial; 
it was unfair, unjull, and unknowm in the pradicc of the Englilh 
legifiartjrp; they ought not to be prejudged or pronounced guilty be¬ 
fore li.ind. From w hat he had feen of the Report, there were many 
things that, in his opinion, were feditious, but he did not cliink that 
they amounted to treafon. 'I'hore were other parts, which if they 
could DC fupported b)' evidence, certainly might amount to treafon ; 
particularly thofe parts w'herc it was fiid to be intended to profecutc 
their fyllcm b;i force, and in oppofition to the known laws of the 
country. Thi^)rt of declaration required puniihmcnt, and had 
its authors been punifhed at the time, it would have prevented their 
fucccifors fnim having offended. But though they, to whom he 
alluded, had efcaped, that could form no excufe for thofe who now 
wifli to carry their fehemes farther. He repeated, that from what 
he had feen of the Report, he thought there was ground for punifli- 
nient, as far as punifhmcnt for mifdemcanor goes; but he begged 
leave to decline giving any decided opiiuon upon tlic particular iiv* 
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ftances of thofc who were now very nearly under trial. He fad a 
very great miftakc feenud to exift refpeding the extent of thp bill, 
which in fadl gave no additional power to the Executive Government, 
as to confining and detaining fufpeded perfons, whieli they had not 
before, except this, namely that they could be fo fccured and de¬ 
tained for a certain time, without being brought to trial: wdiy it 
had vulgarly been called a fufpcnfion of the Habeas Corpus a6t, he 
could not tell; ami yet it had been fo called almon: every time that 
a bill of tiiis fort w'as brought forward, for if this bill was palfcd to¬ 
morrow, the Habeas Corpus a 61 ftill would remain in full fore*;, 
and magiftrates acting under this a< 5 f, muft confidcr that to be the 
cafe, and act w’ith pn)porti()natc caution. He recurred to the dif¬ 
ferent periods in hiftory, when this ad: had been moft the fubjedl 
of parliamentary difcuflion. In the reign of James I. and Charles I. 
In Charles the Second's time, it had been in difufe, and was re- 
ncw'cd in the year 1704. A biil (sf this fort had been at dilFerent 
times brought forward, in cafes wboic an adual infurredion rofc, 
pr where confpinicies were ftrongly fufiKded, althougli tliey wep: of 
fo hidden a nature that they could nut be traced at the time: and in 

•i * 

the laft cafe it became piudent and necclfaiy to fecurc and detain 
perfons fufpeded, till fuci; eonfpiracy could be traced. As to the 
crimes charged in the Report, certainly many perfons might l^eoin- 
mifted under this ad, but he thought inoft of them could be brought 
before the common courts, whether this ad patTcd or not. It was 
the duty of magillrates to attend particularly to the law s in cafes of 
iippnfonment, and he alluded to the particular cafe of thcimpiilon- 
ment of Lord George Gordon, wdiich he focmed to think too ioncr, 
and the fcntcncc too fevere. With regard to the manner in which 
any additional difcrctijaiary power put into the hands of Mini tiers 
might be ufed, he mult fay, that he would not have the Icatl licli- 
tation in rilLing his liberty, liis pi-ojvrty, and his life, in tlic diicrc- 
tion of the noble Secretary of State, and believed he <’ould no wdierc 
be fafer. Cut tiiis matter of opinion was not a fair argument when 
any extraordinary power was to be given to the lixccutive Govern¬ 
ment. tin fuch inllances, nothing more ought to btr truAcd in the 
bands of Miuirters th:in tlie urgency of the cafe reAiired ; to argue 
inihatw'av would be to diftiuguini the officer from the office, and 
might put in the power of a bad man, what a good man never \\ oul J 
do if he h.id the fame power. In all cafes where puniffiment was 
merited, the bell remedy to prc\ cnt fimilar offences, w^as to punilh 
In a fpirited manner. He then mentioned a pamphlet which had 
that day been put into Ids hand, refleiling highly upon tlie Judges, 
and many Members of tluit lioufc \ it was difgraceful and indecent. 
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fuch^s he thought never ought to pafs unpunifhed. He cnnfidcrctf^ 
that vilifying and mifreprcfcntingthccondu<£l: of Judges and Magif- 
trates entrufted with the adminlllration of jufticc, and tl'ie laws of 
the country, was a crime of a very heinous nature, moft deflruc^ivc 
in its confcqucnces, bccaufe it tended to lower them in the opinion 
of thole who ought to feel a proper reverence and rcfpci^A for their 
high and important fituations; and when it was fuitcd to the igno¬ 
rant and the wicked, that their Judges and Niugiflratcs were igno¬ 
rant and corrupt, it tended to lelfen their relpecf for the laws of the 
countrv, hccaufc the\' were taught to think ill of tliofc who adinini- 
Ifoved tliein. 

The Earl of L AUDERDALE faid, that he had attended parti¬ 
cularly to the Report, which had been made to their l.or ifhips, but 
could not find out in that, or any circimrt.’nce conne* led wMj it, 
the leaft grf»und lor the ver' fln-ng and aiiirmiog me dure, which it 
%va.= intcntled in the prefent ipfia.'vc to ir.iroduoc ^ an Ir!n<.vntu nand 

2 MgenuTit opon fh-' Con!litnii'‘n of th.e i'<vuntrv, iinwaminted by • 
principle of po’iev, necdTlcv t.r pr?e:dcnr, that could be mcn- 
al, and csuntiig onlv as one of flK.I'c e itnaadinary atid nnlieard 
of meafures, which the jircllnt .•* i^miniiiration -had been daily intro¬ 
ducing as part of their filtcm for the left two year-. I: certainly, 
fiioughttH'greatcfi, was nor tiui only innovation wh.ich they had lately 
bmuglit fi'rward^ thcN liad begoo v.irh an Alien hill; tiicn a trai- 
ferous cfirvcrpi'ndo’.icc bill; live h-d prc.'cedcil .o hrlnging foreign 
tn-ops into the kingtloin, and railing vi/iuntaiy lubiW'iyjons without 
theconfent of Parliament, nic.ifiins furncicntiy novel in their nature 
to roufe the feelings of al.irm and fliftrufi in ih'it’ni hofians ; and lunv 
all theftf mcafurcs were to be follow’cd up by this hill, wliich, what¬ 
ever might be the opinion »'f other noble l.ords, he v 'suld contend 
amounted to a fufpenfionof the Habeas Corpus .icl; the whole form¬ 
ing a chain of levolwtionary mcafurcs tending to eft iWifii in th.is coun¬ 
try a new iyllem of rcvolutionmy Government. When he reflccled 
for a moment upon the fuppofed d ingers to which the Report allud¬ 
ed, or even fot argument fake, allowing them ti> be as great asther 
alarms of f<»m^iad exaggerated them to be, and compared that with 
the ftrong and ilaring mcafure projKifed as a remedy, every wcU- 
wiflicr to his country mull agree, that the rcmctly is far more alarm- 
ing than the danger poffibly can be. Ten years ago, when fcheme* 
of reform, precifely the fame as thofe avowed by thofe Societies were 
propofed, countenanced, and encouraged by the Duke of Richmond, 
and oth.crsof His Majefiy’s prefent Cabinet, no fuch thing as a bill 
to fufpend the Habeas Corpus aifl had ever been thought of. The 
noble Secretary of State had allowed that the confpiracies which he 
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dreaded fo much, were only formed amongft the refufe of th^peo> 
pie, but he had taken care to (bite alfo, the great mtfehiefs that had 
frequently arifen from the mod obfeure individualit; and though the 
numbers were by all faid to be very incunfiderabic, yet their power 
was rated very high, and their proceedings were to be dreaded as mod 
important, ib much fo that they were to overawe and control the 
fun^ions of Parliament, and overturn the Conftitution itfclf. 

Now what was all this but mere aifertion; had a fingle fa<S been 
produced that proved the truth, or even the probability of this being 
well-founded ? Not one. Who was there that fuppofed tliat Lo- 
vet and the 200 madmen whom he vi'as faid to have collected, and 
they certainly were madmen who could have formed fuch abfurd 
notions of their own flrcngth and pow'cr, to carry their wild ridicu¬ 
lous fehemes into execution—who was there in that Houfe, or in 
the eountr)% who could fay that any ferious mifehief was to be 
dreaded from fuch men, who bclic-ved that if he was fo mad as 
to make the attempt to colledl: perfons for fuch purpofos, lie wt ild 
have got tAventy to affemble ? 'I'he whole conu’nts of the Repu-t 
were w'hat Minifters, that Houfe, and the country at large, hat. 
been fully acquainted with for the laft two vt ns ; and if they were 
proceedings of the alanning nature now deferibed, Minifters w’erc 
highly culpable, nay criminal, in allowing them to pafs unnoticed 
fo long. What were the materials that proved this dark and hid¬ 
den confpiracy ? Seditious papers, that had appeared in every newf- 
paper in the countr\', and treafonable wTitings, that had every 
where been handed about, printed, publifhed, and circulated fiir 
the laA fourteen months; nay more, fo little mifehievous had they 
been thought, that thefe feditions and treafonable proceedings, from 
which alone the confpiracics w’cre to be proved, had becti for 
confidcmble time back a fource of revenue to tlic very Government 
which they were intended to overturn and deftroy ; in Ihort, upon 
this point ic was clear that Minifters had long been perfedlly ac¬ 
quainted with the whole proceedings which they now thought fo 
dangerous, and had been nurfing the cunfpiracies till jit fuited their 
own purpofes to bring them forward, for the purpofo*of keeping up 
that (yftem of alarm and terror which it was fo milch their intcreft 
to do, in order to divert and draw olF the attention of the country 
from the calamities and difgraccs wliich their mal-adminiflrationi 
had brought upon it; and the whole of their proceedings, he In^ 
ihled, bore him out in tliis aifertion, from the firil; proclamation 
calling out the militia, down to the prefent mcafurc. Though 
the countiy was not altt^ethcr ready to come into their fydem at drfh 
he owned th^ lad gained coniiderable fupport from many who were 



tiot acn^med to approve of th^r meafures antecedently to this 
alarm: feme of thofc, he believed, might have been adluated by 
an honen terror, and confeientious alarm, but certainly tlicrc vrere 
many of a'difFerent defeription, and who had Ihewn the mod inte- 
reded motives in the part they had taken> Yet, with all this fup« 
port, and the additional benefit of their able Councils and great abi¬ 
lities, what fuccefs had attended the meafures of Adminidration> 
and what had all this united drength produced ? After being more 
than a year engaged in continuing a mod ruinous and dedrudive 
war, had they arrived in the fmalled degree nearer the objed in 
view. Here he could not help recurring to the fage and prophetic 
advices, and admonitions given by a right honourable friend of his 
lad year, with that profound wifdom, that deep fagacity, and bold 
manly rcafon that didingriifhcd his charader, when he pointed out 
tltc propriety and the neceflity of putting an end to the calamities 
in which wc were then involved, and which fince that period had 
fo much incrcafcd by an honourable ncgociatiun. Had thefe ad¬ 
vices been attended to, the country might now have been in a very 
differenyfitnation. Had all our boaded internal rcfources, our pow¬ 
erful fiances, and all that the Miniders boaded as means of bring¬ 
ing a fpeedy peace, produced that eded ? Or were they 
moA likely to bring about the defired end this year than lad year i 
"He believed nolx)dy could fay for Miniders thcmfelvcs knew that 
they had brought the country into a deplorable dilemma, out of 
which they could nut themfclvcs pretend to tell when wc were at all 
likely to be extricated. Much praife and much honour was due to 
the gallant condud of the brave Sir Charles Grey, and his fuccefs- 
ful army ; but however highly tltcy deferved the panegyric of their 
country, it was melanclioly to refled, tliat thofe meafures only ferv- 
cd as the m^ans of delufion to encourage this country to go on with n 
ruinous w'ar, the objeds of which had been entirely changed fince 
its commencement^ for what was the acquifition of Martinico to 
the projeded conqued of France, and the objed of forcing of a Go¬ 
vernment upon that great country ? or was it to be fuppofed that the 
rulers in France, be whom they might at the time, would put in 
ciimiKJtition fiich fucccflcs on our pare with their own heads, and re- 
linquifh their exerVipns In defence of their country ? Throughout 
the whole duration of the war there had never been very flattering 
profpeds for this country, and certainly lefs fo now than ever. We 
have found already that one of our allies cannot go on unlefs he is 
paid, and another is under the ncccflTity of borrowing money in this 
country, which is nearly the fame. All thefe circumdances are 
much more ferious and important, and much more fit for die con- 
VoL. XXXVIII. Tf 
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fideration of Mimders, for the Houfe, and for the countw, than 
diofe idle and flimfy pretexts which have been ccaijured to alarm 
the country, when, in reality, the only purpofe is to/olind the 
people, and bring them into their own views. The only thing 
that makes the prefent meafurcs fo little furpeifing b, that it is a 
continuance of the fame fyllem, which MiniAers have uniformly 
pradtifed ever iince they came into pow'cr. Again, to mention 
the proceedings of thefe focictics, if tlicy arc criminal, certainly tlie 
creators of tlicm, and the principles they avow, are much more fo: 
He had already mentioned fume of tlicm. He would then call 
their attention to the famous letter of the Duke of Richmond to 
Colonel Sharman, w'hich was certainly as Arong, and in every 
particular almoA the fame in fubAance, as the dodlrincs laid down 
in Paine's works on the fubjcct of parliaincntaiy abufes. There 
were others of His MajoAy's MiniAcrs, who, in conjundlion with 
Mr. Horne Tookc, whom he heard they had committed to the 
Tower, had ligned refolutions, and avowed their principles to be 
tlie fame as contained in that letter. He then reprobated their 
mean and Aiamcful apoAacy ; fmcc, from all their former .pinions 
and principles, from all w’hich it was cafy to fee, that the 1 mggle 
was not, as had formerly been the cafe, bctw'ccn two contci ding 
parties, but tliat it was between their own cxiAcncc in power • 
fhe exiAence of the Conllilution itfclf. It certainly would become 
them to be more cautious, and lefs inattentive to the true principles 
of the Britilh ConAitution, than their late and prefent condudl 
fhewed them to be. In the prefent meafurcs, w'hich w'as a greater 
infringement than had ever been made bcfoic upon the ConAitu¬ 
tion, they feemed to reject and treat w'itli fcorn and defpife the w'if- 
dom of their anceAors and all precedents. In every former cafe, 
where a fufpenAon of the Habc.is Corpus took place. It was found¬ 
ed upon fome open overt a 61 , and not upon fueh ridiculous and un¬ 
tenable grounds as the Rcpcjrt on tlic table held out. Whatever 
refpccA the noble and learnc'd Lord, or any other perfun might have 
for a Secretary of State, he Aiould be cjctremcly forry to fee any 
MiniAer veAcd with an extraordinary difcretionaiy power greater 
than the exigency of the cafe required, wl^ever his charadlcr 
might be. Noble Lords might rccollcdl whire liad happened after 
1715, in Sir W. Wyndhum’s time, when very rcfpcdlable coun¬ 
try gentlemen were brought up from Norfolk and confined. At 
that time, however, there was an open rebellion in tlic country. 
In 1722 the bill was founded, not upon fuch papers as thofe in 
the Report, but on a fpccific declaration contained in the King’s 
mcATagc. In 1745 tire Atuation of|,thc country' was Amilar to what 
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it had beA dticribed in the former cafes. Al! that time» tiU witl^- 
in the laiV twelve years, there lud been a Pretender and a Jacobite 
party in this country: Members of both Houfes of Parliament had 
been notorioufly of that party. Other Minifters had never thought 
of fufpending |he Habeas Corpus aft, under thofe circumftanccs^ 
and it might have been better liad it not been attempted now. 
From tills he might conelude, tliat either tlic Habeas Corpus a^ 
ought never to haveexifted till within the lad twelve years, or that 
it ought never to exid again. His Lotddup tlien recommended 
purfuing a fydem of moderation and wildom, as much more likely 
to produce good ciftfls than the prefent conduit of Minifters, and 
alked, if what they had done did not fuccced, whejre they might 
be cxpcfled to Hop ? Next }cir they might probably find them- 
fclvcs in a fimilar, if not in a worfe fituation, and they ipuH gt> 
on with fome f irthcr infringement upon the Conditution, ibr being 
once embarked in this fei of innovation, there could be no gueding 
where Acir revolutionary fydem may end. It was neither with 
Robeyitrrc nor Barrcrc tint the French revolution began; they 
wou^all rccolltfl the virtuous Duke de Rochefoucault but to re- 
reyt how fir the Revolutionary f)dcm had canied* France 
'"Troin whit ht in the fard indincc, wilhed and expected was to hin\ 
a fobjtcl of regret and abhorrence. He dw'dt on the dangerous 
tcndePi y and confcquenccs ut unnccedar^ innov ition, either in pro¬ 
ducing .inarchy or derpotifm, equally dcdiuclive to the real liberties 
ot mankind. He fpukc of tlic ludlrings of Poland and of France, 
from the Revolutionary fydem, particularly the former, which muR 
excite the fymp.Uhy and compaiduii of every free and generous peo¬ 
ple. He o^nie next to confidcr what h^d been faid about the real 
intention of thofe focietics not being favourable to a reform in Par- 
liimcnt, and quoted fumt paiTigcs from Mr* ^urke's letter to his 
Cunditucnts at Bndol, almod in the lame language, and precifely 
the fame hi lubdance as the aigumcnts ufed in the papers of thofe 
focicties ; but what might then be thought good and pralfcworthy, 
from that grave, orthodox political divine at that time, was now 
to be reckoned taafon from thofe iocicties. He then noticed tlie 
precedent of 1777, when the bill then brouglit into Parliament, 
only affected a particular defeription of perfons fpecificd therein, 
and did not go a dep farther than the exigency of the cafe required. 
In the prefent indar^ce, as all the miichicf mud come from the 
few hundreds who belong to thofe loeicties and clubs, the operation 
of the bill ought only to extend to them ; this would have been 
yn ededual remedy, had their purpofc been only to meet the real 
evil with an adequate remedy, but that could not have anfwere4 
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die other purpofes of deluding the people as had been done^ll along ; 
refpedling the war, Minifters never had been able to'fhcw anjf 
feafon whf it was improper to treat or negpeiate for a peace, and 
therefore it was neceffary to keep up a conftant alarm in the minds 
of the people, and by addreifing their paiTions, to lull their reafon 
and reflc^on aileep. He remarked ^at two letters, one to the 
fociety of the Friends of the People ; and their anfwer, had been 
inferred in the Report. A fociety to which he and many of his 
fridnds had the honour to belong, which though the Secretary of 
State had not taken the lead notice of, yet it was clearly the mean* 
ing of Miniilers by placing them in the Report, to throw upon that 
fociety fume degree of obloquy, which thry had no probability of 
proving that they in the fmalled degree merited. A fociety which 
he would fay had no difpoiitlon to imitate minidcrial apodac>’, but 
would, as long as they were able, endeavour to obtain by legal and 
conditutional mt ins the important objetfl for which they adocuted. 
He rcprobatid in drong terms the fydem purfued by Mini jjjers, as 
iimilar to the condudl purfued in France, and equally dedruc,ive in 
its confequcnccs ; and he augured the worfe from the fudden i(arts 
they were making from one innovation to arKwher, upon flimfy j 
texts, to anfwer the word of purpofes. He contended that an open, 
bold, and manly conduct, was bed fuited to the Conditution of this 
country, and that Miniders, by fpreading faife alarms and artificial 
terror, had abandoned the example of uur ancedors, and adopted 
what mud lead to the difgrace and ruin of the country. He proved 
by the dronged reafoning, that the fydem of terror of the ruler in 
I^ris had ruined France, and occaiioned the overthrow of Danton’s 
party, the mafTacrcs of the i oth of Augud, and the death of the 
unfortunate King. He again mentioned the Alien bill, Traitc- 
rous Corrcfpondtncc bill, and the whole of the fydem for the lad 
two years, as proceeding from terror, being only conduced by pre- 
vioufly indilling fuch a fear in the people as mifled them to believe 
thofe unconditudonal mcafures nccedary. Having concluded lus 
iiguments againd the bill, which he delivered with great anima* 
tion and eloquence, the ntfole Earl founded the motion he was about 
lo make upon the 26th danding order of the Houfe, whidh is, that 
no bill can be read twice on the fame day that it has been brought 
In—this, like every other danding order, cannot be difpenfed witli, 
utdefs ly the unanimous concurrence of the Houfe; but if any 
Member move tliat a danding order be read, it canni^ be difpenfed 
With,’ this, coupled with the precedent in 1722, on this order* 
Induced him to move, That the Houfe do now adjourn.’* He 
ideiired the order to be read. 


2 
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L<m GRENVILLE faid, the precedent tn nms an an- 

fftret ter the noble Lord's obfervation, ibr it was then ibtted, diat It 
being obje£ted to read the bill a iecond time, the Houfe after a de¬ 
bate came to an unanimous refolution to difpenfe tnth the ibnding 
order, and the bill was accordingly read a fecond time, and paiTed 
almoft unanimouily. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, that the precedent did not. 
ihew that the debate had been about difpenfing with the Handing 
order, but that after a debate upon the fccond reading of the bill, 
it had been unanimoufly agreed by their Lordfliips to difpenfe with 
the order. 

The Earl of ABINGDON faid, that in the year 1777, that 
is, pending the American war, he voted and tinglc-handcdly pro- 
tetied againd the bill that was then brought forward for a fufpeniiori 
of that great biilw'ark of our Conftitution, the Habeas Corpus A<ft ; 
in the year *794, pending the prefent war with France, he (hould 
vo^for its fuTpennon, and would give the bill for this purpofe all 
tl^fupport in his pow'er; and prccifcly on the fame ground, and 
ror the fame rcafons, that he voted againft the other bill—“ For 
^hat war (faid his Lordfhip) was a w'ar upon our friends and fcl- 
Iow-fubjc 61 s in America; w'hilH; this is a war, as it were, with 
“ original Jin that is, with our ancient and ever to remain inve¬ 

terate enemies *, and not only our enemies, but die enemies of all 
mankind—let me add the enemies of God and Nature.” Tkta 
Was a war of Ctroaliers againd round Heads, of High Church upon 
Lnv Church, which he then oppofed: this is a war (by way of re¬ 
taliation too) of rcund Heads againd Cavaliers, of Low Church upqd 
High Church, in order to No Church: and tliis he now oppofed, 
both being equally adverfe to the tolerating fpirit and the free Con- 
ditution of this country. The principles, it is true, were tiic very 
converfe of each other; but the motives of condudl in him were dill 
the fame, namely, to preferve the interefts of the Britidi Conditu- 
tion. Thcfc were his rcafons for the vote he Ihould give, and to 
which he could add many others: but long fpcechcs, like great 
books, were great evils; and if one reafon will do, as Hudibras 
fays, what need of two ? 

The Earl of MANSFIELD remarked on the obfeurity of the 
perfons who compofed the focictics, as a circumdance that would^ 
render the fuccefs of their intentions more dreadful. He had much ■ 
confidence in the good fenfe of the people of this country, and their 
attachment to the Conditution, but tite quedion for their Lordfhips 
to a)n(ider was, ** Would they nip the feeds of anarchy in the bud, 
or fuf&r them to be blown abroad by eveiy wind—would they 
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linodier dw flame on its flrft appearance, or fufltf it to blazmnto a 
eonflagratbn ?” Under fuch circutnflances as die prefent, nt was 
not walls and towns, it was not fleets and armies that conflituted 
the defence of a nation, but the vigilance of the Executive Govern- 
Bicnt« If we looked to the horrors which France prefented to our 
view, was it terror that had occafloned the commiflion of the un¬ 
exampled atrocities in that unhappy kingdom ? Was it terror that 
provoked the murder t>f their Sovereign > Was it terror that had 
jufl infflgated them to the murder of a Princefs (Madame Elizabeth), 
who, to all the foftcr virtues of her fex, added patience and forti¬ 
tude that would have done honour to the molt heroic times ? Our 
meafures of {srecaution were not to be calculated on tho probability 
of ultimate fuccefs, but on the magnitude of the evil with which we 
are threatened. Let dicir Lordihips figure to themfelvcs a Conven- 
licm, fuch as the focicties propofed to aflcmble, ufurping an autho> 
ri^ paramount to tliat of Parliament. Happy, in fuch a calc, would 
be the lot of that man w ho Ihould be the firfl to fall by the Ln^lifh 
guillotine, for he would have the confoiation of knowing that he ^^as 
fo be buried in the fame grave with the Confiitution—-To theu*. 
l/)rdfhips it would be irreparable ruin. Notwithfianding all that, 
in Icafon or out of fcafon, was afierted to the contrary, he dill 
hc^>ed we fliould be able to refiorc onlcr and government in France; 
but if we fliould not, and confufiun fliould take place in this coun- 
to whom could thtir Lotdfhlps apply for afliftance or rclirf ? 
To the Jaco’ ins in France ? The focunty of other noble Lords wms 
to him an additiorul ground of fear; for if they were all equally 
qpnvinced of the danger, they would all be equally zealous to guard 
a^infl it. On the charge i^inft Minifters, lb often repea^d, after 
the declarations of both Houfes of Parliament to the contrary, that 
diey had wantonly involved tlie country in a war, he fliould only 
obferve, that perfons once high in the efleem of thofc who made 
the diaige, had claimed the exclufivc merit. In a cafe of murder, 
would it be fair to accufe any other perfon, when an honourable 
man flood forward and faid, adfum qui feci ? 

The Earl of CAERNARVON faid, he had as good a ri^t to 
infer dai^r from the intrepidity of noble Lords who oppofed the 
meafure, as they to infor danger from his alarms. They fceined 
to argue as if so cafe could exifl that would juflify the fufpenfion of 
the Habeas Corpus A(fl; yet they admitted that it had been properly 
fufpended on fbrmer occafions, in rebellion or threatened mvalloiv 
On fuch occafions, a fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus hSi was not 
the proper defence; they called for arms and artillery. To domef- 
tic oonfpiracy, and attempts to propagate fccret poIAm, it was thp 
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fit lAicdy. The virtue of die ConlHtudoo ought not to ivail thofil 
who, were oimpaflling its dedrudiion. The exiftence of a confpiracf 
was fu)j^ proved by the language of the focieties. They complained 
not only of Parliament, but of the Executive Government, and 
therednre mud widi to demolidi the whole frame of the Conflitutioit. 
The Roport of the Committee faid, and he believed on good grounds, 
that they had been, and dill were preparing to didribute arms amo^g 
thofc whom they could bring over to their dedgns. 

The Earl of DERBY faid, it had never been contended that no 
eafe could exid, which could judify the fufpenlion of the Habeas 
Corpus Aid, but only that a cafe had not been made out in the 
prefent indance, which would judify fuch an encroachment on the 
rights of the fubjeft. The noble Lord who fpokc lad, feemed to 
think that the Icfs the danger, the dronger mud be the meafure of 
precaution. If fo, every fence of the Conditution might be broken 
down, and fhould the fortunate period ever arrive when there was 
no danger whatever, nut an atom of It would be left. The news 
of thj day from France had been alluded to—No man could more 
regret than he the degradation which human nature fuffered by fuch, 
a<Sl‘.; but he could not fee how the mention of them had any rela- 
t^n to the quedion in debate. A noble and learned Lord (Thur- 
^uw) had faid, that all the fatSls dated in tlie Report w'crc highly 
foditious, but did not amount to treafon. If they were only fedi- 
tious, wab not the ordinary power of law fufBcicnt to punilh and re- 
prefs tlitm ? The perfons cliargcd m Jth thofe a<Sls were now in cudody; 
W’hcrc was then the ncccffity of new powers to bring them to judice, 
or to prevent them from doing future mifeWef ? This furcly was a 
proof that danger, whatever it might have been, was now at an end. 
The noble Secretary of State, for the benedt of his argument, had 
dwelt on«the numbers adcmbled at Chalk Farm. But did he mean 
to fay, that all the perfons who happened to be prefent W'cre impU- 
sated in the purpofes of the meeting. He could not but know that 
in the neighbourhood of London, a very few perfons would foon 
collcdt a mob of fcvcral hundreds merely to fee what was going for¬ 
ward. That the focieties were preparing to didribute arms, was 
dated even in the report as a mere prefumption, unfuppoited by any 
(hadow of proof. For thefe reafons, he deprecated a meafure whicli 
he conddered as called for by no adequate caufc, and as an attack 
upon the Conditution. His inquiries had fully fatisded his mind 
upon the fubjedi, and whether he adted with the majority or the mi¬ 
nority, with ten or with twenty, it was the fame to his confcienct. 
He feared no calumny, for he deded any man to quote an action of 



bis tfasjt hoiHle to die rjrfUm of Uborty protedled by law yna^ 
srbleh we enjoyed fo many bleiHngs. 

The Earl of CARLISLE faid, the learned Lord (T^rlow) 
had gone no farther than to fay, that die &£ls dated in die/Report 
were feditions in the higheft degree; but whether they amounted 
to treafon or not, it would be cruel to declare till thi^ came to be 
decided upon by a jury. He entered into the rcafuns that had in¬ 
duced Wm to give his poor fiipport to Minifters; reminded their 
jLordfhips of the fmall beginnings from which Lord Geoige Gor¬ 
don's mobs had grown to fuch a height, and defended the bill as 
cEenthl to the fafety of the Conditution. 

The Marquis TOWNSHEND faid, that, in his opinion, 
it was fafer in a moment of cmei^ncy like the prefent, to condde 
powers in the Executive Government, dian to leave it to individuals 
fo take meafures for their own fccurity. Government, however, 
oi^ht to be, and in his opinion they were, refpondble for the ufc 
which they made of thefe powers, on tliis view lie acquiefeed in the 
prefent mcafurc. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE faid, that it was the pta^licc 
of all wife men to eximinc their meafures by the rule of reafon; 
and he recommended to their Loiddiips to examine the quedion faf 
adjournment by diat ttd. If c\tr a danding order dtftrvcd to Re 
made into a law, it wa*i that order which regulated the courfc of 
their procettiings, and give to tl.c people time to fee and coniidcr 
of the meafures pading through tiic Huufc, fo as to enable them to 
come forward and adift Parliairent with their advice. What pof- 
libk inconvenience could there be in the dthy of a day? Suppofc 
that the city of London (hould come up with a petition to their 
Bar, would it not be for the inteied of the kingdom that they diould 
have the ojaruon of that refpciFlablc body ? Miniders mi^t perhaps 
irilh to get rid of fuch an opinion, as it was fiifpcdled not to be fo 
favourable to their views as it wax lad year \ but furely Parliament 
ought, from confiderations of prudence, as well as regard to thdr own 
dignity, to deliberate on a mcafurc of fuch importance, and not to 
debar the people from prefenting their petitions againd it. There 
could be no cauie for precipitation. The principal ptrfons engaged 
in the terrible confpiracy, he fuppofed, were already taken up.^ 
They could not efcape; and there h<id been no tumult on the occa- 
fion; no attempt had been made to refoue them; no Habeas Cor- 
|us ever liad been moved for, and there was no appearance in any 
|iait of the country to judify the hade of their proccedii^. They 
fliould examine the precedents which were brought forward as 
grounds Sar die prefent mcafurc by reafon ; and he would venture 
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to itf thtt i)icic im iM om whkh would be Ibuful t» titti 
aft by being in point. It was ridiculous to iky riiat there was n 
precedent in this n%n, and in diat ragn, becaufe ta riiis or that* 
the Habeas C!orpus Aft had been fufpendcd. They might as welt 
try to juflify the prefent diiaftious war by fiiying, that dure had 
wars before: no, they mud (hew that die precedent was founded 
in fimilar circumdances. Such a precedent could not be adduced* 
There was always heretofore a <hre and uigent necefli^ proved* 
eidier of rebellion, infurrcftlon, or of fuch real abfolute neceilHy* 
as was made manifed to the minds of all men. Was this the cafe 
here i No fuch thing. No eaufe had been dated to judify the mea-.' 
fure; and a noble and learned Lord had wifely foid, that to drengthen 
the magidracy was all that the circumdances of the country feemed 
to require. It had been faid, that Revolurions always fprung from 
the people, as an argument for alarm at the prefent inoonfidcrable per<* 
fons being engaged in reforms. In his mind, the very contrary was 
the faft. Our Revolution was brought about by perfons of rank 
againd the general opinion—and even in France it was by leading 
men—by men of rank and condition, that the Revolution was begun 
—by men who faw and felt the oppredions of the Government—of 
tRit Government who, indulging terrors, had gone to mod c^raor* 
binary lei^ths of irritaticHi. Was the prefent meafurc either jud or 
political i As to its judice, it had nut at lead been made manifed* 
Committees had been appointed in both Hour.:s compofed of Alarm* 
era and Alarmids. In former Committees, impartial men had 
been placed, here they wxrc all of one defeription, and their Report 
was full of capital inaccuracies. It gave no information w'hat the 
law could do; how far it could go to correft the cxilling evil, nor did 
it prove to the fati&faftion of any thinking man any real eaufe for 
fu^ a mlafurc. It talked of focieties; he was ignorant of th* 
focietics ; he knew notliing of them j but he looked at them with 
an eye of favour, as they foemed to be only iinccrely deiirous of ob* 
raining a beneficial reform in Parliament. They fought the fame 
objeft as the focicty tliat met at the Thatched Houfe in 1782, and 
^ If any reproach attached to the one body, the fame, or even grealer» 
attached to the other, as the beginners. But what w*as die faft? 
The old Jacobins were perfecuting the new. Tliere was a vuljpf 
proverb, which precifely deferibed the parties, and applied to them* 
'One fot of men were bed to catch another.—A fmuggler was the 
bed man to catch fmugglershe would know all their tricksiMt 
-would fufpeft their praftices by a confcloufnefo of what he would 
'have praftifed lumfclf, .if he had not been admitted into a fnugNrtii 
in the Cudoms; but though he was a p»7per perfon to catdi Ns sN 
Voi.,XXXVin. lU 
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oonipahbns, would you inveft him with'powers to attack and r(an* 

' die trader i And as to ks policy, if it was the general o^anion 
of the country, that there fhould be a reform, it would be irr^ftible. 

If their grievances were real,'' they ought to be redrefled, and that 
they had real grievances was certain, for the Commillioners of Ac¬ 
counts, appointed by PiU-liamcnt itfelf, had reported on the enor- 
'^mous (inecures, expences, and burthenfome ofEccs of Government. 
They had complained of barracks, and furely there had been a time 
iince the Revolution when the erc<flion of barracks would not have 
givcn^alarm and uncaAnefs to the country. It was nut politic to pufh 
men upon theic fubjec^s. They would grow defperAto if Miniiicrs 
diould thus gp on, ftep by ilep, in encroaching upon their liberties. 
Then v hat was the benefit to be expcflcdr That there ihould be no 
meetings for the difcufllon of popular fubje^s. Was that a date of 
focic^’’ to be wifhed for r Was it wife to break the fpirit, deftroy the 
vigilance, and allay in the breads of the people all zeal for the Con- 
ftitution ^ Emigrations had been too frequent of late, not merely of 
people, but of wealth, induftiy, and talents. Tlicy would not di- 
miniih under fuch meafurcs. A law againd conventions, as in 
Ireland, though a Lirdi mcafurc, would have been milk and water 
to this; and feeing it in this view, he believed that tlicy had otlf:r 
than their profeded objcdls in their contemplation. They wanted**-, 
to train up herds of infbimcrs, as was done in the riign of Charles II. 
and even in that of King William and Mary, by whom men of ano¬ 
ther defeription from thofc now in jul were to be attacked. What 
Bifhop Bumet faid of the infbrmcis and forgers of thefc times, when 
the hands of Peers were fo dextroudy imitated as to elude their own 
detedlion, ought to make them cautious of a meafure that might ge¬ 
nerate the fame tribe. They ought not, upon mere fchool language, 
to give up the great fccurity of Bricilh freemen. For himfclf, he 
entered a folemn proted againd the mcaiurc, and as he might not 
be prefent again, againd any farther meafure they might attempt of 
a fimilar kind. He deprecated the delufions they were holding out; 
riiey knew well whether there were arms hoarded up in the country. 
No quantity of arms could be procured wttliout their knowledge.' 
The trade would know of orders to any extent, and they were fo 
eoiuieded writh the trade, that they would have immediate infornuu 
lion. As to ncw-fadiijncd arms, and the dramatic reprefentations 
of pulling out daggers from under their cloaks, it was too contcmpti- 
Ne a manoeuvre for the good fenfe of the country. He advifed them 
. to §0 upon a broader ground of wifdom, and upon a larger line of 
poUcy, if they meant to extricate the country fipom the dreadful abyfa 
.into wlikh they had plunged k. 
a 
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The Duke.of LEEDS read a quotation from an atMuiymeKM au- 
tiior 01% the meafarc in the year 1722, (one of the writers of Sic 
Robert Walpole) againft p^ons profUTing an tll>tiined conqem for 
the conftitution, and covering their oppofition to a neceifaty law* 
under the thin veil of patriotifm. The prefent meafure was feriout* 
and would be criminal but for the dire and urgent necefli^. 
owned hinrfclf an Alarmift of a long date, ever Itnce the mpnth of 
November, 1792. He was convinced, that if they did not now 
arm Government witli large powers, they would not long have any 
Habeas Corpus either to maintain or fufpend. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, he fhould not have occa* 
lion to go at much length into the queflion, as he had been fo ably 
anticipated by other Lords. He would fpeak firft as to the form and 
courfe of their proceedings. The precedent of 1722 wasperfedly 
in point, only that fo much pains had not been taken in givii^ to 
the Iloufe full information : furely, whatever obje£lion mig^t be 
mad’e, it could not be alledged that it h.id not been fully difcuiTcd t 
there had been much extraneous matter, but on the real point at 
ilTue, there had been but little argument. After clearing away a 
vulgar error, that it was a fufpeniion of the Habeas Corpus a£]^ 
and that no aiftion would lie for falfc imprifonment; diat it was > 
full indemnity to Minifters for all atSls, and gave diem the power 
of lettres dc cachet; and that it was a revolutionary meafure ; there 
had been no conteft about die principle. It had been admitted, that 
if there were a Convention, or a meetir^ called by any other name* 
which aimed to give laws to Parliament and the country, this mca- 
fure would be wife .and falutaiy. I'hc only dilFcrence then bfr» 
tween jrhem W'as about the fa£l-—whether thefe S)cictics did reaUy 
aim fo to give 1 iw's to the country, or merely meant a parliamentary 
reform. To prove that, in his mind, they meant noticing fo little 
as a parliamentary reform, which he contended was tried, fetded, 
and c'ttinguifliecl in 1781 and 1782, he went over all the doqi»^ 
ments in the Report-—deferibed the late Briciih Convention in < 

huigh, before it w'as crulhed by the vigour of the Magiftrate% 
which was altogether on the French model, with their Prefiden):* 
their bell, their citizens, &c. &c., and which had obvioufly die 
French model in view in their proceedings. Their numbers be 
could not afeertain. They probably exa^crated their number^ 
themfclves. He did not think them numerous, but they were at. 
lead tenfold the number of thofe who began the liots in 1780. |!|^ 

was eafy to treat as imaginary all dangers that were checked in ^ 
bud. One of die ftneft poets had faid, 

Uh. Z 
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TtetfbM ate nmr cMrfi*ii but nHian defety'd, 

, SuocCfsful Crimea alone am jidHfy’d.** i 

ift toncluded, therefore, vrilh faying that he had no doidA but tho 
Henfe would fee the neceflity of placing the cotifideiK» in Minifteti 
whtdi this bill deligned, and that it waa a icalbtiable meafcart of 
jiitcauticai to guard all that was fibcrCd in die country. 

The Houie thon divided on the queftion of adjoummait t 
Content - 9—-Proxies - 2 

>. Not contents 108-—Proxies - ki 

It was then moved that the bHl be read a fecond time. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE ex^fled his hope, riiat at lb 
late an hour, (pad two o’clock in the morning) riiey would not pufti 
this qUellion farther that night. It had been dated that they mig^ 
likely receive a petition n>>morrow. The Handing order againft 
teading a bill twice on one day was not unknown to the pec^le ; 
what mud not that Houfe facrifice in charadler and in ofnnion, if 
diey violated thdr own (landing orders, in fo marked a way,' ob- 
idoully to prevent the people from exercifing their right of petition^ 
log ? Surely they would do more injury than they could obtain good 
hy the hurry! The noble and learned Lord had faid that the quef* 
^ tion of parliamentary reform was finally fettled and put to deep in 
' ^782. He denied thedidl. He was fure dre Duke of Richmond 
w^d deny the fadl, Mr. Wyvill would deny it. It was impof- 
Sible to belisvw that the men whom Miniflers had fent to the Tower 
^uld have entertained the abfurd h(^ of overturning the Govern- 
Shent, 2t a time when Government was fo remarkably (bong.<—* 
There were amor^ them fome men of as brilliant abilities as any 
ihCn ix>w living, (and he wi(hed th^ they had always dire^rd their 
abilities to good ends) and they at leafl could not be fufpe£led of 
dhe folly of a fcheme fo ridiculous and romantic. The ncble and 
Itemed Lord had fdd that this would not prevent an aftion for folfe 
latprifrmment. He knew, that in 1715 it was underftood that it 
^ ^ve cotnplete indemnity to the Privy Couix»l for all commit¬ 
ments, and he feared that 'this would be fourxl to do the fame. He 
txinjured||dMtti, therefore, togo no farther fix this night at lead. 

jnte^udlion was put. That tile bill be now read a fecond timbji 
bnd carried in tiie affirmative. 


It Iras tiicn moved. That the tdll be now comiidtted, and which 
Mill; tenried, the Houfe went into a Committee 6 f tite whole 
Jfbttfo, ti^ Earl of Catiicart in the chair, and went throi^ the 
JilL 

The Houfe being refumed. Lord Catheart vepoited tfa^t 
fllgd gpne through the bill whbtNik amendments. 1 
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Etfi STANHOPE then moved. That the Honlh^nihf ad* 
joum, an^ thequeiHoft being {nit, It wa» nq^fiv^. 

It was then moved, ** That &e tuU be now read a diixd tiim^ 
and the Houfe divided: 

Contend, 92 ; Non contents, 7. 

It was then moved. That the bill do pafs. Ordered* 

That a medage be lent to the Houfe of Commons, acquainting 
them therewith* Ordered. 

PROTESTS 

Againft the BiU for fufpending the HABEAS CORPUS ACT. 

Die Jwit, %td 9 Mttii, 1794 * 

Moved* That the bill* intituled, ** An Aft to impower His Maje^tU 
(ecure and detain fnch perfons as Hia Majcfty (hall fuipeft are confpmng 
againft his pcrfon and Government," be read a firft time. 

The quettion was pot thereupon. 

It was refolded in the affirmative. 

Then the faid bill was read the firft time. 

DKTentient, 

Becaufe 1 abhor the idea of eftabliihing a dangerous and aneonftitatkmal 
lyftem of lettm cf Catbet in this country. 

STAKBOSt, 


Du^wit, 2tdo Maiit > 794 * 

Moved, That the Habeas Corpus fufpenfion bill be read the duid 
time. 

Read accordingly. 

The queftion was iwt, ** Whether this bill ihall pafs i ** 

Contents* 95; Not contents, 7* 

Refolved 19 the affirmative* 

Diffentient, 

ift, Becaufe no eid^n<» has been Uud before us* diat this i^gdom is 
at prelent in chofo citcumftanoea of imminent danger and impmoos necef- 
fity which adone, in our opinion, would juftify even the temporary fnnai« 
der of that facred fondamenud law which is the foie guardian of the perfonal 
^berty and fixaiity of our fellow-fobjefb. None of the(e circunmaBces, 
either df foreign tnvafimi or of doaoefttc infurreftion, or of forw^bie 
confpincy* now mcift which induced our anceftors to comaiit tbnr liber> 
ties to the petitous gUardianlhip of a dei^tical authoritjr. Inftead of 
inch an unequivocaf public danger, which filences all deliberadoas ai^ 
over-rules all laws, we are now required to veft an arbitrary power in His 
Majdiy’a h^mfters upon the authority of a detail of the offimces of udi- 
viduals or fociettet, whofo ftreogth and numbers are not proved to our ap« 
prehenfimi to be fuch as would juftify fuch a meafure as the ptefent, e^)^ 
ciaUy as the ordinary operations of m law is fufficient to cbeck the fpirit 
which is fuppofod to prevail. One of the worft effi^fts of the conduft o# 
thele Societses it didir raving operated at the inftrument ior iormer artifi* 
tial panics, rad as a preteat for former meafures, in our opinion die moR 
^zardoQs and pemiciotts. lliqr eontinued the ume conduft widiout in- 
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jfgf experienced 1^ theFefa^e^ without acceffion of ftreAgrii. witliQitf the 
pioof of any change ia their fyflems or defiens. We cannot tbaKfore with- 
oat betn^ing the ttuft lejjofM in ns, content to r^gn the liberties of all 
CKir fellow fi»je6h to thedifetetion of the fervants of the Crown, on no 
better ground than that of a catalogue of offences which l»ve been long no¬ 
torious to the whole kingdom, 

xdly, Becaufe even the proof that fome incUviduals entertaun thofedef- 
perat^ defies which have been aferibed to riiein would not, in our opinion, 
IbnB any juftification of the prefent meafure. From the revolution to the 
otaiplete defeat of the pretenfions of the Hoofe of Stuart the wifdom of 
otfr anceftors did not deem the exiftence of a zealous, powerful, and in- 
defetigable Jacobite party a feHicient reafon, without overt adte of rebel- 
Son, or a^ual exifting confpira^, for fabjeftiim the perfonal liberty of 
^ whole kbgdom to the will of Minifters. M»erable indeed, and pee- 
carious is our condition, if, at the pleafuie of a handful of vifionaries and 
incendiaries (charaflers which every age produces, and difguifes which the 
l^ntsof every Government may affiime,) our liberties are to be laid under 
fuepi intercUA, and Minifters are to be vefted with an arbitrary power 
over the perfons of all tlie freemen of this realm. 

gdly, Becaufe, even if the danger had been as ml and imminent as is 
pretended, it might have been provided againft by m-’afurcs far lefs odious 
than that of depriving the fubj^ of thofe rights ot perfonal fecurity which 
diftingutihes the Britiih Conftitution lieyond any other free Government 
oncient; or modern, and changing it for the time frxn a Government of 
)aw to a Government of will. Oue expedient, comparatively more moi-, 
dejrrte, is obvious, namely, to put the Uw refpeflingbiil for mifdem-an- 
'‘6rs’ which affeA the State for a limited time on the lame footing with bail 
in cafes of treafon. 

i|.thly, Becaufe this bill appears to us, under a dill tpore irMancholy aid 
ahrming afpeA, when we combine it with declarartons which have been 
niade by confiderablc perfons during the dependence of this billf Even 
this, the utmoft extremity to which our anceftors were ever driven, by 
the preflureof thegieateft danger, is but the prelude to a fyftem of mca- 
fures (if poffible) Hill more vtolmt and arbitrary. '1 hefc menaces too 
forcibly ifluftrated bv feme paft meafures, in our opinion of a rigour 
equally impolitic ana odious, fill us with the moft melancholy apprehen- 
fions tut defigns are entertsaned by a progreifive feries of encroachments, 

. to mitlhilate ril the rights of Engliihmen, and to extinguilh all the free 
principles of the Britiih Conftitution. 

jthly. Becaufe precipitation with which this bill has been hurried 
tfuioi^a tbeHoufeis torh indeicent in itfelf, and direiUy repngnant.to two 
Jhndang orders of this Honfe, one of the aSth of June, 171 y, and ihe 
<0 the zSth April, 1690, ftanding orders which tnfure to this Houfe 
rin ndvipit^ges of mature deliberation, and to the fubje^l the invaluable 
piivU^ of petitioning againft mcafurea which, like the prefent, arefub- 
ytr&vf of his fundameatri rights, 

Albemaxlb. 

BtDroKD. 

LAUDbUDALI, 

PBXBY. 

' II- - } 

The following noble Peers were the Minority, in thedivifion on Thurf- 
againft the bill for fufpendug the Habjas Corpus aft: 
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Tlie^ke of tiedfecd* 
Marqtf it of Lan^Mmc 
iliurlofDcxby , 

Ear! o&Lauoierdale 
Earl of Albemarle 

Duke of Grafton 


Eiid SMbope* ^ 
Earlof EKmont 
Eajrlof 7q9oet 

lx>rd St. John 

rnoxiEi. 

Lord Chedwordu 


Ftidaj, 22d May, 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE gave notice, drat very recent 
accounts had been received from America, which appeared to him 
of fo much confcqucncc diat he thought it his indifpenfeble duty to 
move, That the Houfe of Lords (hould be fummoned to take 
them into confideration on Monday ncKt.” 

By a commiflion, eighty bills, public and private, were palled, 
among which vias die bill for the fufpenlion of the Habeas ^rpus 
aa. 


Mmdajf 26th May. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE rofc and Cud, drat it was ixit 
his intention to h ue troubled the Houfe again this fcfllon, but though 
gcntli hien might be fuppofed to fcccdc from Parliament, throqgh 
difgud or diiappiobatiun of the mcafures of Minldcrs, yet he could 
not, confident with his duty, avoid trefpading on their Lordlhlps* 
puicncc, U'hcn any ncu matter occurred that called forth public dif- 
caflTion. He mud, he fiid, Uikc this opportunity toicturn lus obli¬ 
gations to their Lordfhips in hiving honoured him ith dicir p ulence 
during fcvcral long and tedious difcuiTtons, the more fo as many of 
the qucdiuns agitated, were thofc on which dieir Lorddiips had made 
up their mmd. Widi refpedt to die great points now pending, he 
hid laid dovm a pre^fition for himfclt, that every mcafure they hid 
ufed lias repugnant to whit cxpcrieme ought to have fuggeded^ 
He declared, that the preftnt fydem of unqualified feverity purfuing 
bv Adminidration, si as, in his mind, big with danger, replete 
^ with misfortune, and full of matter of great and weighty impcHt. 
*Hc conceivi d, that die real obje£f of Adminidration (hoi^d be alV 
certained, before their Lorddiips diould fubmit to thofc trials which, 
diey w idled to cirry into cdldl. With refpeA to the country, he 
was far from dating, that it did not require fomc mcafures to infure 
a condnuance of the public tranquillity, and the bed means of efTedil- 
ing this would be by fomc mccdaiy icform, which would tranquit- 
izc the public mind, and prevent the necedity of hiving rccourfe to 
Cliofc harih and drong meafuxes wluch Minlders hid injudicioui^ 



tvSogtlti, To preftnwpaftn^ wad the pbblle iSMinllf* h^ «oiM le- 
OMnmend a In the municipal Oovemmeftt: he wiflied t» fee 
die di0fereitt corporadona ocmflft m indqwndeitt Gendniien, capriile 
of fopporting die ^pdty» and properly difcha^pg the ^hldet, in 
fSanr refpedtive fituations. Me nfi^d ndih to fee the niagi(bates 
men diaiadler and independent of Miniflen. He did not much 

admire feeing Hb Majedy'a Attorney and Solicitor Generab em« 
ployed as diey were at prefent; for a few days ilnce he fenthb agent 
to ocaifult them on particular buHneb, but the anfwer he received 
was, dut th^ could not be confulted, as they were dien emplc^ed 
in takipg the exuninations of perfonsfufpeAed of treafonable and fe> 
ditious practices. He concaved diat the juefent alarm was a libel 
on the charadter of EngUdimen, for every foreign Minider with 
whom he had ever convrrfed, were warm in their panegyrics of the 
people of Ertglandj whom they pronounced the mod peaceable and 
lead addided to blood of any people on die furface of the globe. 
He was adonidied when he had heard that the great Officers of State 
were employed in infpeiding indruments of cruelty, calculated for 
the purpc^ of adaffination. For their Lorddups, according to the 
Minidc^ rumours of the day, were not to be blown up, as for¬ 
merly, by Guy Faux and his emiflaiies, but th^ were to be maf- 
fuxed by dieir mercilcb countrymen. On the fubjedl of foreign af- 
foib, he had at the commencement of the fedion, obtruded hb 
c^nion cm their Lorddiips, and nothing which had occurred dnee, 
but ferved to confirm him in his former fentiments. There wero 
none of their Lorddiips who could remain blind to the prefent fitua- 
don of public affairs. Our fituadon was publicly known, and pub¬ 
licly fpoken of, and nothing could appear invidious in dwelling cm a 
tc:^, diat oug^t to be deeply impreded on the rtunds of their Lord- 
fiiips. There was no nun who had not been acquainted with the 
lofs of our artillery. Tliere was no man who dici not contemplate 
widi hotror, the immenfe effiifion of human blcxxl! It was well 
known that die allies were not dtfpofcd to continue die war; and 
the number of dek dnee the commencement of the prefent cam- 
j>aign, which was but little more tiian dx wedcs, exceeded in nom- 
Jber foti amount of the dek during the whole isCtiic laft year! If their 
Xondfhips were to cad thdr eyes towards Hcdland, tiicy would per- 
' edve the jeakKify that exided there, in cxmfcquence of our Weft-In- 
^ aequifitions, and the confequent monopoly of the fugar trade* 
If lock to the defperate fituatiem of Italy with legardao Fnnoe, 
IhcK we fhall alfo find a people who reprobate our perfeverance in 
^prefent lafh and impolitic hodtlitics. It was the fame with re* 
to Spun; and he aflted Miniders, whether they did not fed 












thedi&tves fomwhat' inclined to relent when theV* received the aci ' 
count of Ac fpilUng the blood of 12,000 men, as affertcd in thcit 
Uift difpatches from Flanders. ' Thcfe were horrid circumftanecs to 
rdatCi tefrible to think of, and Ae *tiorc fo, when it muft be con- 
ibdled, that we were not the nearer our obje(ft.' He next, in eluci¬ 
dation of the fubjedt of war, called their Lordfliips’attention to the 
papers which paffed between a Chinefe and Rufll in Minifter. The 
Kuinan boafted, that w^ith 1000 men, his Court could beat Ae 
Chinefe army confifting of i 5,000. Aye, but continued the Chi¬ 
nefe, if you bring 2000 men into the field, we Aall bring 30,000, 
and ib on to an inimenfe amount. This <lodlrinc applied, he faid, 
to Ac prefent war, and might be carried to the extent menaced by 
Ac Chinefe, to the deftruiStion of great numbers of the human race. 
This was deferibed as a war of Kings ; but at prefent, it is a King 
fighting againfi a million of Kings, for in France eveiy man feels 
Aat he is a King, f}.»r tlicrc every man feels hinifclf on a level with- 
his neighbour, Minillcrs Aould refiedt deliberately, and wuh great 
care, on this circumftance, before they attacked frcA enemies, and 
other nations. He had, he faid, great apprehenfions with regard 
fo neutral nations. What had been fiated refpeiting Ac condud 
of the Britifti Court towards Tufeany, was a matter which a noble 
Lord (Auckland) could l>c trufted completely to confute, ffc wiA- 
cd the noble I.a?rd to condefeend and ftatc, if there was an articL in 
the treaty, figned by him in his official cajacity, and tlie Grand 
Duke, that had not been laid before their Lordfliips. An article, 
which not only peremptorily required that Prince tobanith emigrants 
from his aiuntry, but fuch of ins own fubjeits as Ac Britifli Court 
Aould demand. He defired nothing better than to have this cir- 
cumfiance difavow'cd, and for this purpofe he gave his LordAip an 
opportunity-of eiiplaining and difclaiming the aflcrtktn. He felt 
with concern, he faid, the opportunity Minifiersgave to their ene¬ 
mies of rejoicing and e.valting over their failures at Corfica ; the lofs 
of (hipping, from wdiatever negligence it proceeded, was a lament¬ 
able circumfiancc, and our failures in that quarter were looked upon, 
•not only by our enemies, but many of our allies, as a difgracc. 
However fnug Minifters may confolc thcmfclvcs in Ac enjoyment 
at home, of their places and emoluments, he would not diftnrb Acir 
happinefs by moving for any papers relative to Tufeany, Sweden, 
and DenmaA; but there was another neutral power, America, the 
fiite of which, he trufled, w'as not to be decided by Acir nods, their 
ihrugs, or ru{»;rciliuus demeanour. Ho expedited on this fubjodt an 
explicit anfwer, before Ac Houfe was precipitated into a war wiA 
Aat Republic, which, cxclufivc of the expenee, would be attended 
VoL. XXXVllI. X X 
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widi the ruin of upwards of 4.0,000 manufadluren, employed iifl 
exports for that country. There was, beiides, to be taken into 
Gonfideratlon two hundred thoufand tons of fhtpping, belidcs tiiking 
the province of Canada. Miiufters ihould alfo coniider tjhe relative 
iitiiatlon of the WelV India I Hands, on the conqueft of which they 
fo much enlargai, as it Hood with refpedl to America; they ihould 
reflecl how mucli thcfe idands depend on the Continent of America. 
They (hould contemplate, that our commerce in that quarter was a 
matter of infinite magnitude: thefe were not merely idle words, and 
ought not to be treated lightly. Mercantile men are anxious to be 
informed, and (hould be informed, what were the intentions of Go¬ 
vernment with rcfpeiSl to America. Was it the determination to 
force them into the prefent combination, or was there a fixed delign 
to plunge this coiiiitry into a war with that Republic. In the hiftory 
of this country a propcnfity to filicide was attributed to its individuals, 
but it may not be confined to individuals, and if we may draw an 
inference from the condu^ of Miniflcrs, fuicidc may extend to na¬ 
tions, and this country be equally remarkable for fuch a cliaradVer 
as its natives. It was tlie marked difpofition of Britifh Miniders 
to meet with filence every queftion which they did not chufe to an- 
fwer i if, therefore, an anfwer was refufed to a (imple queftion, he 
mull be under the ncceflity of confidering fucli filence as an anfwer 
to his queftion in die affirmative. 

The firft ftep taken by Government, which manifefted fenti- 
ments of hoftility towards America, was, he affirmed, the order of 
Council of June 8, 1793, which empowered His Majefiy’s (hips 
to detain all ve(rcls bound to France with corn and Hour. 

The fecond ftep taken, was the direiftions ilTucd to the com¬ 
manders of all (hips of war, to feize all (liips entering into any 
blockaded ports, except thofc of Denmark and Sweden,. 

He was funfiblc that arguments would be offered to (liew that 
Sweden and Denmark were exempted by treaty from thefe mea- 
fuTcs ; for in point of faift Government had no good reafon to hope 
they (hould fiiccced in fo prepofterous an idea as that of ftarving the 
French to death. At all events, it was a horrid fuppofition, and, 
unworthy a free and generous nation. If Minifters were not bound 
in policy, they (hould at leaft pay fome rcfpc6l to the Family Coiq- 
pa^jf to prevent the harih mcafiircs adopted. When the order of 
Oouml was made in November, the whole city was in motion, and 
<}te merchants thought proper to make an application on the fubjcift* 
Sixty American (hips had been feized in the Weft Indies, and the 
country muft be unquc(Honably involved in war, if the order of 
Council was not revedeed. , The noble Marquis next noticed the 
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condii6^ of this country with refpedt to Portugal and Algiers ; and 
adverted to a paper which he juft received. This, he faid, had 
appeared in a New-York ncwfpapcr ; it was extraordinary in its 
nature, and he had eveiy rcafon to believe was authentic. It con> 
tained Lord Dorchefter’s reply to fevcntcen tribes of Indians, on 
the I oth of February, of the feven villages of Lower Canada, as 
deputies from all the nations, except three. [Here the noble 
Marquis read the reply of Lord Dorchefter, the fame as read in 
the other Houfc by Mr. Sheridan ; for which, fee the proceedings 
of the Commons of the fame date.] After a pa{x:r of this extraor¬ 
dinary kind, was it to be wondered that the Americans had laid an 
embargo on (hips in their ports for thirty days ? After all the exaf- 
perating circumftanccs of our conduct, after condemning fo many 
of their ftiips, could any noble Lord, judging from his own feel¬ 
ings, wonder that they had been at length roufed into adlivc indig¬ 
nation ? And yet their moderation and forbearance had been excm'- 
plary. His pockets were full of the proceedings, in which, with 
temper, kindnefs, and regard for this countr)', (the reverfe of w'hat 
we had pradlifed towards them) they had come to this mcafure with 
the moft remarkable reludlancc. But ftcfti and blood could nut bear 
the outrages they had received. What motives Minifters could 
have for their treatment of the American people—what motive for 
involving this country with its old brethren, with that people whom 
it ought to be our deareft wifli to chcrifli and conciliate, he pro- 
fefled he could not conceive. Had it been held by Minifters who 
oppofed the peace that was made with the Americans, or wlio thought 
it a bad, improvident, ill-judged, and foolilh peace, and that op¬ 
portunities ought to be fought and feized on for rccovcung what 
was then furrendcred, it might at leaft be accounted for, though 
not in our prefent circumftanccs juftified ; but the Minifters who 
had atftcd in this ftrangc way towards America, were fume of them 
perfons who had aftifted in making the peace ; who were well ac¬ 
quainted with, and who entirely approved of the motives on which 
every part of the conditions of the peace were founded, and there¬ 
fore their motives were to him infcrutablc. Their mcafures tended 
to deftroy all harmony, all confidence between this country and 
America; had they changed their opinions with rcfpciSt to America ? 
He was not an enemy to men’s changing their opinions upon great 
political queftions, as men might fee good and fufficient rcafon for 
fo doing, but in fiich cafes they ought with candour to ftate the 
grounds upon which they had fo changed. Did they mean tq fay 
that they were young men when the peace with America was made ; 
that th^ w'ere not experienced in bufinefs j and that they had been 
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deceived by a man in whom they placed indifcrcct confidence; but 
that now they faw reafon for changing their opinion on the fubje^ ? 
Undoubtedly they might reafon in this manner, but n& fuch lan¬ 
guage had ever been ufed. They had never given a hint even that 
they now thought otherwife of the American peace, than they did at 
the time. What arguments there were againil the refVitution of the 
polls, llipiilatcd to be given up by the tn^aty, he knew not, nor 
would he inquire into tl.e previous oircutnftanccs of contention be- 
twen the two countries, whioli oouid n't be recurred to without 
exciting Imrror in the brcviil -'f every feeling and honourable man. 
He wilhed not even to glance at litofc cironmftanccs ; he wiihed 
that the tranfadlion v ith Algiers fhould be tf)rally {lifted ; for no 
one part oK our condu£l would redound ciilicr to minillrrial or na¬ 
tional credit. It was not his wifti U) wiflvii but lo heal the dilTc- 
rcnces between the two couittrics, and hio motive for agitating the 
bulinefs was, to give to Minillers riie opportunity of clc.iring them- 
fclves from imputation:, which, iffalic, might produce mofldread¬ 
ful confcqucnccs. If they were tnic, it was lit to bring them for¬ 
ward, that the w'if iom of the LcgHl'.lure might corrcdl the rafhncfs 

of the Governinenr. He had no hoitllltv to Minillcrs in the affair. 

¥ 

In private life, if a perfon was vilined, an honourable and candid 
man would fairly tell him what was imputed to him, that he might 
juftify himfclf, if right, or prove his innocence, if afperfed. He 
Iliould be happy to hear that tliis was not a genuine paper; that 
Lord Dorchefter liad no fuch communication with the Indians ; and 
that it was a mere ncwfpapcr Itory, unfounded in fact. If this* 
fhould come out, his agitation of the matter would do good, as it 
would ferveonly to tranquilizc the minds of men, and open the way 
for perfect conciliation, which he moll dcv«)iitly wiftred. He con¬ 
cluded with moving, “ That an addrefs be prefented to the King, 
praying that His Majefty would give directions that there be laid 
before this Houfc copies of fuch inllructicMis as Irave been given or 
fent to Lord Dorchefter, relative to all differences fubfifting between 
this country and the United States (»f America, as well as fuch com¬ 
munications as he may have made of conferences with the Indian 
tribes relative thereto.” 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, the noble Marquis had thought pro¬ 
per to introduce a great deal of matter that was perfe< 5 lly extraneous 
to the real fubjed in difeuftion now before their Lordfhlps \ into 
much of w'htch, he fhould not follow him; but in fomc, he muft; 
for although many parrs of the fpecch erf the noble Marquis were 
foreign to the fubjedl, yet perhaps there was no part of it that was 
quite foreign to the purpofe of its author. Witli regard to the firft 
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of it, which related to what the noble Marquis had pleafed to call 
the unctiuallcd feverity of our Executive Government, and the 
dangcrAwhich he fuggefted as likely to enfue, both from our con- 
dutSl to foreign powers, and our internal policy, he would anfw'cr, 
that the condut'f of the Executive Government, and that of the 
Lcgifl.ituro too, had been fo far from meriting that charadlcr, that he 
was confident both would be found, on a fair examination into cir- 
cumfianccs, to have been lenient, and perhaps in fome infianccs, 
criminally tender to thofe w'ho deferved immediate punifhment. 
Comparing it with the condudt of another country, wlio were faid 
to be now fighting for its liberty of perfon and opinion, and wlio 
on that account ought to be liberal as well as active, the Minifiers 
of this country had been unufually lenient and tender, perhaps to a 
degree of ciiiiiinality. For with us, matter of opinion had never 
been interrupted until it grew up into a6tion, and now we wxre in 
fome degree feeling the evil eircels of fiich achujits. As to a great 
part of liic fpcech of the iviblc Marquis, the conduct of Parlia- 
imnt had been a fair refiitation to the calumny w’hich it feemed in¬ 
tended to convey. With refpccl to tliat part of his Lordfliip’s 
fptt'ch, which went to lament the calamities of war, ho believed 
there was no gfHxl iiuM vidual in this humane country, who did not 
foci as fcrioullv t4pt)n tlvat fiibjetl as himfclf—calamities much 
more likclv to be incrcafed than diminifhed bv the language the 
Houfo had heard to day : for it was much better calculated to in¬ 
flame the angry pafTions than to appeafe them. While w'c were 
tlius called upon to latnent tiie calatttiiics of war, it (hould not be 
forgotten how we got into it. Was it nt)t entered into on our part 
after having fuflvrcd infult upon infuit r And what was at lafl left 
to us, ‘but to Hand forward and defend ourl’elves agtiiml that very 
enemy, whofc whole conduct had been a continued fcrics of infult 
and aggravation? If, therefore, war brought on calamities, the 
misfortune on our part was una\'oidable, and the caufc of it muft 
be imputed to thofe who commenced it, and not to us, who had no 
.choice between hoftility and dilhonour, or even defiruclion : and if 
the war had been carried on in a manner difTcrent from the modo 
which had been adopted for the laft century, the French had com¬ 
menced that mode; they liad hitlierto proceeded in it as if they had 
entirely loft all their ideas of civilisation: this added throughout 
Europe to the abhorrence and deteftation which every humane breaft 
muft feel fur their proceedings, and the principles from w'hich they 
arofo. Let tite noble Marquis then attribute this barbarous change 
in the condudf of war to its agents, the French, and not to the 
brave and humane EngUftt. As to what the noble Marquis had 
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laid on the condud^ of thb <;ountry towards neutral nations, he was 
perfuaded that the more it was examined the more it would appear 
to be confonant to the fpirit of the law of nations ; he v/ould go 
ferther, and aflert, that if this country was blameable at all on 
that fnbje6t, it was for having exercifed an unufual lenity and for> 
bcarance<—if any perfon capable of forming an opinion on that 
point, would look into all that had been written by the bed authors 
on the law of nations, under the article of fclf-defencc, he would 
find, that what he had already faid, with regard to this country, 
was ftridWy true. Much had been faid upon the liberality of the 
Englifh chara(£ler; he agreed it was a liberal charadlcr, and he 
hoped it would ever retain it; but he knew of no right the Execu¬ 
tive Government had in being liberal in facrificing the interefts of 
the country to the views of its enemies, while we were carrying 
on a defoniive war. He came now, he faid, to a particular ob- 
fervation, which he thought himfclf called upon to make upon the 
objeiSt of the motion of the noble Marquis. Whatever he thought, 
he felt himfelf bound in decorum, decency, and rcfpt*<£l to that 
Houfe, not to exceed the Ui nits of its rules and orders; all, there¬ 
fore, he could fay, that, be the motives of the noble Marquis 
what they might, with his fenfc of the duty of an Englifiiinan, 
and more particularly with his fenfe of the duty of a Member of a 
Britifh Parliament, he (liould not have been induced to make a 
fpeech limilar to that which preceded the prefent motion: however, 
all that the Houfe could do, was to prevent the cffedl the fpeech 
might otherwife produce. The noble Marquis had faid, that the 
Government of this country had conduced itfelf unjuilly towards 
America, with reference to the plan of our peace with the United 
States—a plan which t!ie noble Marquis maintained to bb a wife 
one,, and deliberately adopted fevcral years ago, and which it was 
now faid the Government of this country difregarded and abandon¬ 
ed, and that wc W'crc now purfuing mcafures with America which 
tended to involve us in a war with them. With rc^rd to the plan, 
as it had been adopted, he thought tlus countiy bound to abide by 
it; he at that time had no (hare in Adminidration, he only gave 
his vote as a Member of Parliament, and he certainly gave it in 
favour of the peace which had been concluded, not as approving all 
the claufes, and thinking them advantageous to this countiy, but 
that our fituation was fuch as obliged us to adopt the terms, if bet¬ 
ter could not be had \ and feeing no reafon to think that any indi¬ 
vidual had mifcondudled himfelf on ohr part in that treaty, he vot- 
ted for that peace ; all he (hould (ay was, that he had not con- 
yetfed with any individual who underftood that fubJeA, who had 
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any idea that the boundaries were of any advantage to this country. 
The article might have been ncceiTaiy, as perhaps we could not 
have had better terms, but when concluded, th<^ muft be bind¬ 
ing, and^muft, therefere, be pun<£lually obferved; they muft be 
obferved, however, like the terms of all other treaties-—mutually 
and reciprocally obferved; and it would be new, indeed, in the 
affairs of States, if a nation, making confiderablc facrifices on its 
part, fhould not expert to obtain alfo the advantages of that treaty 
to itfclf; fuch never had been the conftrudlion of treaties, while 
they were to be interpreted by good fenfe. It would be idle for 
him to fay any thing more on that part of the fubjed. He could 
have no intereft, he faid it with fincerity—he had no diiinclination 
towards America; he had no defire that we fhould be on any other 
footing towards tliem than tliat of perfciSl amity and good corre- 
fpondcncc. He could fay more ; as to his condudl fince lie had 
l>ecn charged with that ofKcc whicii he now held : he had delivered 
it as his opinion, in which he concurred with all public men he 
knew, that the intereft of America and Great Britain was to be on 
terms of friendfhip and good will; and this was mutual. On that 
principle, he would be bold to fay, the whole conduct of the Exe¬ 
cutive Government of this country had been uniformly guided, 
during the whole period lince the conclufton of the peace. The 
noble Marquis had inlinuatcd to the contrary: he faid that our Go¬ 
vernment had departed from the terms: he really did not com- 
prcliend that. What reafon there was for bringing forward the 
chaige he did not know. He was (till more at a lofs to know in 
wiiat this Government had difgraccd itfclf: he hoped tliat nothing 
of that fort would be felt by tliis country. He was ready to take 
his (hare of the refponfibility which belonged to his ftation, and for 
the advi(;e he gave to the Sovereign on that fubjc6t. The next 
point was the cafe of Algiers: and he could not refrain from fay¬ 
ing, that, if there were in tliis country any enemies to it and to 
America, defiroiis of propagating unfounded reports, for the pur- 
pofe of alienating America from this country, he hoped they would 
mifs their objed. lie could have wifiicd that, when charges of a 
ferious kind were brought againft Government, they had been firft 
examined and afeertained before tlicy were brought forward as mat¬ 
ter of debate. It was not a light matter to make charges in that 
Houfc, and to ftatc that certain reports had obtained credit: but he 
hoped and trufted they would make no more impreflion than they 
ought to make. He wiihed to ftate briefly and plainly the cafe upon 
this fubje^, and tiicir Lordfhips would fee whether it bore the co¬ 
lour which the fpeecli of the noble Marquis was calculated to im- 
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prefs. The conduA of the Executive Government upon thSs, as 
t^n other occaiions^ had been dlredlcd vrith a view to repel Jaco¬ 
bin arms and Jacobin principles; and if there was guilt in it, he 
begged leave to plead guilty. The truth was, that the/Court of 
Lilbon defired us to' intercede our gooti offices witli the Barbary 
powers, and that for the purpofe of enabling the Court of Lifbon 
to continue their affiftance as our ally againft the common enemy to 
order and government—France. He was ready to confefs that he 
faw no room for deliberation upon that fubje<5l; it was agreed upon 
at once. I'he Miniftcr on that occafion had not been able to nego- 
ciate a peace—he had procured only a truce; but he h:»d condudted 
himfelf in a manner that did him honour. The noble Marquis 
then proceeded to the order of our Government in Council, and he 
mufl confefs that his obfervalions on this part of the fnbji\^ were 
extraordinary—extraordinarj' indeed to come from an ICnglifliman, 
and a man who liad been an Englifli Miiiiftcr. He cf)nfeflbd he 
did not cxpc«St to hear that it was a crime oh die part of this a>un- 
try to feizc, not fi>r condemnation, but merely to detain, after¬ 
wards to value, and then to pay for the cargo of Hups laden with 
corn, tiiat \verc on tl-cir voyage for the purpofe of fupplying our 
Cherny. He ihoug'ui th.at nothing 'vas plainer in the principle of 
the law of nations than that we had a right to detain lliips laden 
with provifions ft»r the enemy, if we paid tor them afterwards iheir 
full value. Indeed he thought when wc ordered thefe fhips, not 
to be condemncil, but to be piirchafcd, we ditl not inftft fully on 
die law of nations in our favour, but relaxed even (rom the fpirit 
of that law. Upon this fubje<St we had granted to America advan¬ 
tages tliat had not been allowed to Sweden and to 13enmark, they 
would have been juftified by precedent in proceeding very differently 
againd America upon this fubjcift, but all |x^flible care was taken 
to affi>rd them all poflible favour and advantage. As to the jxipcr 
to wliich the noble Marquis had alluded, and which he had attri¬ 
buted to a noble Lord of high rank and chanufter, (Lord Dorchef* 
ter) his anfwcr flrould be very flrort— he had fecn no fuch paper. 
It might be true and authentic, or it might be felfc ; but he 
thought that a New-York ncwfpapcr was very indifferent autliority 
fst their Lord(hi|)S in their lugh and grave authority to proceed 
ypon. If it was true, it would be authentically tranfmitted to Go¬ 
vernment by the noble Lord whofe name it bore, and it would then 
be time enough to proceed upon it, but it was not proper in rcfpcdfc 
to the chara<ftcr of that noble Lord, not proper in rcfp«.'cl to their 
own charaelcrs, fur their Lordfhips to proceed upon it without 
. fome better authority. He knew this p^per only from the New- 




York newfpaper, and he confcflTed he had no inclination to difcufs 
before their Lordfliips, the contents of a New-York newfpaper. 
Upon the ^holc he mufl: fay, that the fpccch of the noble Marquis 
was not confonant with his motion, nor did it go to the extent of 
cftablifliing the propriety of agrcciniT; to tills motion. He did not 
believe that either, whatever niighr be tlic intention of their author, 
W'ould have the cHedi of pr'ducing any advantage to this country. 
He believed that they might i tf-duce difadvantage, and their 
J.ordfhips would certainly increale that diuidvantage by aflenting to 
this motion. 

The Duke of GRAFTON faivl, that to thclafl: moment of his 
life he fhould attribute the lamentable litiiation into which this coun¬ 


try was plunged, to the vi-ry erroneous pt)iicy long ago adopted 
the prefent Miniflers. Th'ife wlio tho’ag''.t tUMcrentlv, and wlio 
did nor fee the circumflanecs of this e'n:nt;y in a dcfpainding Rate, 
that indeed was not a proper eMpreihon, f<ir Hrirons never defjiond- 


cd, but who .lid noa think o jv cl.cumRances in a mtl&riC’ioly fitua- 


rion, he would ailvife to i 


’ieet;« il-'tic hetore tliev became to<5 con¬ 


fident, 'I'lic noble Sccrt'tirv of S ate faid t' at tliis would be at¬ 


tended with harm : in tliat, his Giacc laid, he did not agree with 
him, for he hoped th it evi-iy word this d< y would lead to convince 
tjic Americans that we deurniinevl to do fiicm jufticc, and to jvoid 
all mifiindcrrt.anding with them. The noble Secretary of State faid 
he was not anfwwable for any tiling that appeared in a New-York 
newfpaper ; but there were fiidts perfcCdly nctoxious which required 
explanation. Wc all knew tlierc was an embargo laid «jn the 
Ihips of America. If there was not. Ire begged to be better in¬ 
formed. He \vifln‘d that tliis country fiiould alfure America of its 


determinatfon to acV fairly ; fin* if it Ihould eonxe to pafs tltat this 
country' and America fliouhl lift up their arms in hofiiUty to each 
other, then he Ihould fay wc fiiould confidcr the relative fituations 
of Uic two countries and compare them; but he wifhed them to be 
confidered as united under a family compatt; and, (5od forbid, 
•the day fiiould arrive when they fiiould be otherwife. It was not 
enough for noble I,ords to fay they knew nothing of this paper pub- 
lifiicd at New York ; tlicy' ought to know whether there was any 
thing in the infiruClions fent to Lord Dorclicftcr, that warranted 
the fpccch faid to be made by him ; for it was a link of the chain 
which die Americans, whether rightly or wrongly, had confidered 
as premeditated hoftility againfl: them. He therefore expected the 
Minifier to do fometliing more tlian merely to fay he knew nothing 
of this paper. What would be the inference from ftlcnce on tliis 
eccafion ? He bc^ed, he implored the Minifier to give the Houfc 
VoL. XXXVIII. r y 
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feme informatbii upon tlie f«bjci5l; a finglc word might avert tre¬ 
mendous evils. 

Lord SYDNEY faid, that Lord Dorchellcr was peifon of 
the higheft prudenee as well as abilities, to w hich he added a par¬ 
ticular regard for America ; it would tlserefore be improper to difeufs 
liis eonduiil now, without being in jioliefllon of thofc fails which 
might influence his rcfolutions. He faw no rcafon for inflituting 
an inquiry inm the contents of a ncwfpaper at New York; he 
tlicrctorc ditlented from tlie ino'ion. 

The Earl of J.AUDI'.RD XLE rfflured the Iloufe. that after 
the able fjx;echcft of the Maapiis of i^anfdowne and the Duke of 
Grafton, he (Itould not have conceived it nccciT:u'\>^ to have troubled 
their Lordfhips with any obfervations, if fome rcniarks which bad 
fallen from Lcnls (Jrvnville and Svtlney, had not rendered fuch 
obfervations indirpcnfibly neeeifary. It had lately Income a f-’n-ifui 
to talk niueh ot extraneous n'atter, and in eornpliance witli the 
Ltfitiitn, it hail been faid by the Seerttary of State, that a gri.ar 
part of the Sjieeeh of tiie M.nquis of Lanfdowne w«s extranet-us. 
For his own part lie had never hcatd arguivuits Ids cx‘r;miais, 
than thofe that had heen ulid in that fptie!:. It had l-v-.n laid, 
that events of impnr^anec had lately orcmitd in Ainerlea, wiiieh 
events it hid bctn tlioti.-hf nec.daiv to diieufs—wa: lie.i'’ he 
would aik, any tiling c\tjariet'’i‘. in this? Yet, evin a'hvitting 
there was, he would eouteini, tli.it the aUidicii to h.ive 

been fet by tlx Marquis of LanidowtH*, had been in every retWOit 
iinitateil by the Secretaiy lA Sr ir; for the former haii not toi.ehed 
upon any fubjeil, of which liie latter had not cnicnd into as deep 
a djleuHlon, as ti e fuhjedt ws-.ild adiv-i’. Adverting from the par¬ 
ticular fubjecl: ol diieidlion, to llie inUrnd flare of Ckeat Britain, 
the Secretary of Suite had allad with a tii.iiuphant tone, whether 
there were any harfh profeciitions ? Did tl.e SecreUaty, he would 
afk, fuppofe that their Lordfhips had hrd all memory upon the 
fuhjteH f 'I’o what part of the hi (lory of this country could men 
Jo(ik for fuch a fyflcm of eofFec-houfe fpies and informers as were- 
now encouraged and protected? Had the Secretary no rccollc«nion 
• of fomc recent profccutions, marked wi:h a peculiar degree of liarfh- 
nefs and fevurity r And yet he hail alferted, that fo far from tliefc 
profccutions having been entered into with cagernefs. Government 
had waited till the oflcnces to wliich they applied, had ripened into 
action. I'^or his own part, he had heard of this ripcncl's; but he 
contendcil, that it had alone been attempted to be proved by decla¬ 
mation. And here he could not help obferving, that when the Se¬ 
cretary of State talked of the noble Marquis’ declamation, he was 
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himfclf adopting the fame error with which he found fault, and 
was attempting to prove by declamation, that the country was in a 
(late of rct^llion. The Secretary of State having thus finiflic<l his 
obfervations on the internal ftatc of the coun*^rv, had proceeded to 
its external (late; and he had afferted that Great Britain had been 
forced into the war on defenfive groumis. Without travelling over 
the old arguments, I^ord Lauderdale contended, that it was a firce 
to fay that the countr)- was aiSling notv on the defenfive. But even 
granting that the war was defenfive at its wminenccmcnt, no one, 
he afHrmed, would deny that the principles of the war had been 
changed, and that the country was udling now olTcnfivclv. What! 
Engaged in a defenlivc war, and fciic all the French Weft-India 
illands ? Engaged in a defenfive W“ar, and declare that peace (hall 
not be made, till tlic conqucfl f)f France be completed r This was 
the mofl curious mode of proving a tlefenfive w.ir, that the imagi¬ 
nation of man a)uld devife. If was a mode of i)r(x>f, which fet 
at defiance all tJie arguments ufed by all authors who had faid, that 
though a war might be purely defenfive at its commcnccmcnr, yet 
that the manner in wliich that war might be carried on might cliangc 
it from a defenfive to an ofTenfivc war. It had been alledgcd againft 
the noble Marquis, that lie hail adduced no fads. This a!Ug;!tion 
was by no means corred, for fads bad been adduced, and of a 
llrung nature. Was not the order of the Council a fa(*-l ? bv the 
revtxiation of whicti order Minhltrs had, in the moll fi»rclble man¬ 
ner, condcjnncd their own condmd ? Was not the eondoinmaionL 
of American (hips in tlic Weft Indies fad. A condemnati\>n which 
had proceeded on the fupjxilition, that the etxivi \anoe of fngar from 
the Wert Indies to America, was a proof that the ftigar was the 
produce of tlic French Weil-Ttiiji.i illands. Ii.uing complied the 
difculTinn of the noble Marquis's fpcech, the Si cn rary t)f State bad 
thought it tleccnt, to difeufs the notiiins wh'uh had induced the 
Marquis to make that f]K'Cch. It would, in his opinion, have 
been more fatisfadory to have dircuft'ed the fpcccli more ably, than 
•.to luive thus made any oblervaiions on the ntotives. But was the 
noble Lord prepared to fay, that difeuflions even of fubjecis upon 
which no regular dtKuments were before the Houfc was improper ? 
Had his Lordfhip forgotten the debates on the Rullian armament, 
which debates had prevented a war, and hail induced the Minifters 
to dclcend from a tone of the utmoft armgance, to tl:at of humiliat¬ 
ing conceftion ? After luting that it would be more I'e.tisfadory to 
the people, to hear from Government that Lord Dorcherter's fpeech 
had not been authorifed, his Lordihip concluded by exprcfling his 
abhorrence of a war with America. The prefent war with prance 
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vtS) he was convinced, viewed by every man in the kingdom as 
the moft calamitous conteft in which Great Britain had ever the 
misfortune to be engaged. / 

The Earl of COVENTRY ftated, tint he had intended pre- 
vioufly to the conclulion of the American war, tu have made a 
iimilar motion to the prefent in that iloufo, of which the noble 
Maiquis (Lanfdownc) had then difnpproved. 

The Earl of CARLISLE was convinced that it was not the 
wilh of the Americans to go to \rar with Great Britain ; and he was 
alft) that w'hcn it w'as knowm that the ord<;r of the Britifli 

Council had been revoked, tlic United States would relax in their 
embargo. 

The Earl of CAERNARVON thought there had not been fuf- 
lieient ground laid for the morion. 

The Earl of RADNOR was of opinion that a ncwfpapcr, or 
any other report, was ni>t fuft’idcnt ground for a 'notion, however 
that dependal i-n the ju«.!gcnu:-jt of any nc'/,e Ivord W'lio brought it 
forward. It rei'rcd wirli their f.ordibips to judge whether tiic mo¬ 
tion Ihould be affent-'d to, that muf> depend upt n the arguments 
tliat fliould be adduced and ngainfl it. 

The Earl of MANSFIELD faid, the noble Marquis, though 
the fubjc<fl was old, Inti rcttainly introduced a new' tlvn'glit. He 
^id, a combination of Kings were fighting agairift a rornoy where 
every man was a King, He remembered having toad of Tome Am- 
baflador who faid, in et>nfequcncc of an interview v.'fv.ch r.' br.d with 
the Roman Senate, that he had been talking to an affcm.bly of Kings. 
It might be from fome old prejudices, but his Lordfbip faid, when 
a b<jy, he certainly regarded the Rtinvin Senate otlierw ife than he 
now did tltc Convention of France; and he wondcretf I'fhethcr the 
poor wretches, wlto were daily leading to tire guilh^tine had any 
idea of their kingly charailcr? He pcrfcdlly agreed in the piopricty 
of tlje mcafurc of rcfufing copies of Lorti Dorchefter's inftrutfiions ; 
for if that (hould become a pr-adticc, he faid, the lituation cf a perfon 
in traft abroad would be fuch as never to excite the envy of any.* 
man. He likcwife atihcnxl to the opinion he had often given on 
tlie law of nations, with rqrard to neutral powers. Kc thought 
that the Minifter ought not to afTord any farther information than 
he had already given with regard to rhe New-Yoik paper. To fa- 
tisfy the curiofity of aiiy noble Lord for the fake of a compromife 
m tire debate, would be highly improper. On thefc grounds he 
gave the motion his hearty negative. 

The Duke of GRAE'l'ON faid, that he propofed no compro- 
mire. He thought, and he was Fall of opinion, that when a mat- 

X 
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ter of fo much confequence wis brought for'irard on the notoricfy 
which this tranfiuShon hai.^, it would not mIOjecome Minif^ors to 
give fom% fatisfan^i<;n to this Houfe and to their country, on the 
fubjc6V. If was not the truefi way of maintaining their dignitv, 
and it would 1-c hut p.x’r confolatic;.! to rhorc v.-lui vi'trc fuiicrin'’' all 
the horrors and calajiiiti:;, t,;'war, fo ' e told jhat the forms of the 
Houfe made it iueonvoriiont ior them to take into their coniidcra- 
tion wliat regarded the fate of nations. 

Marquis TOWNSIll'.ND faid, in his mind, the conduift 
of the noble Secretary had been very f:iir. v\ paper had been read, 
of which he knew nothing, and he had fairly iMd fo. They had 
nothing, therefore, before ih.cm upon v.hieh there could he queflion. 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, he never wlfhed to elude a queftian. 
He was not bound toanfwer the intern'galoi ics of individu-d Lords. 
If the Houfe fliould demand of him ll.e qucflion, ha knew his dutv. 
A queflion had been put to him whleh lu: tlv>u-jht iir pioper, and 
he h id thought it his duty to refufe to r i', l ui i!fv.aa furcly 
not eluding it. 

Earl STANHOPE fud, that t\c Scc-^h.iy . f State !iad, 
in Ills fitft fpecch made ufc of an t ai wliu 'i lu had nkui 

down at the time, an;! whieli ho co-:ld no-: i..‘- .el;—fcaki.i; of 
the paper which had been read, he hui fiid —“ ii u'-'y be true — 
it may be falfe then, fiid ti.e noble ivni, v.o are ; > e il-.,. t 
the noble Secretary, that it is polViblo i.iu.ii'S.i.i:: ' nuv -.’.ve f/'ue 
out to fet on the indiins, [the Lords very ge”. ca!!edi ou: or¬ 
der.] The conclulion \va.« obvious, it cold;' n *t he true, i.nlefs 
orders had gone out, and the ncble Lord had fed it mlgi t be 
true. 

Lord GRENVILId: Lid, that if any other nuMc I.ord had 
made the alVcrtion of the noble Karl, he IhouM have thought it ue- 
ceffary to reply to it, but as ir eamc fioiri the noble Earl, ho Ihould 
leave the grofs mifreprefentation to the jii-.lgemcnt of the Houfe. 

Earl STANHOPE faid, he ought at lead to ft.ue what was the 


grofs niifreprcfcntation. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE tint as ti> the purity of 
his motives, in the prefent pi-ocecdiuy, he Ihould eortainly not con- 
clcfecnd to take any other notice of the obfervarion tint had been 
made, than to fay that their motives were be hr? a h'ghcr tribunal 
than that Houfe, and a tribuiird which he truly refpeiSled—they 
were before the tiibunal of ilic public. WheX iriotivcs were pureft, 
they and poftcrity wouUl rigoroully examine ; fur himfclr he could 
fay, that if the purity of his life were to be tried by this tcfl, for 
he had no cartlily inducement to bring forward tlie motion he Irad 
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made, than to preferve, if it was yet poflible, this country from 
the dreadful fate of a war with our old brethren. He could not 
help, however, remarking on this new mode of parliamci|tary dif- 
cuflion which Minillcrs liad adopted, that of aferibing motives to 
others which they could not juftify. Inftead of this efR)rt of per- 
fonality and calumny, he owned he cxpedlcd language tliat fliould 
have iUlayed the ferment wliich tlu;ir conduiSl had excited. He had 
introduced no extraneous matter, for furcly it was not extraneous to 
date all the circumftanccs of our prefent condition, when we were 
perhaps on the eve of plunging into a new war. With regard to 
tlic line of boundarv, the noble Lonl had faid that he had been too 
young at the time of the peace. [Lord CJrcnvilIc faid, ncitlicr of 
thefe words. I^onl Lanfdowne bcjiij^cd that he would fay then what 
were his words. This Lord Grenville declined to do, but faid he 
Ihould explain afterwards.J Tile noble Lord did not cliufe to take 
the ihorteft way of fetting things right. He wiflicd to reprefent him 
fairly. lie did net think the boundary line the moil advantageous 
part of the peace, a< he had not feen reafuit to think it the mod ad¬ 
vantageous part; all he lliould fay on the fubjci'^l was, that the Mi- 
niders who made the jx^acc chofc that line of boundaries—it was 
their fault, and theirs only, if it w'as wrong, and they were impeach¬ 
able if it was injurious to the country, for they miglit have kept 
the forts 1 he repeated It, they might liavc kept the forts ; but they 
dudied a large and a magnanimous fvilem. I'hcy delircd to flicw 
America that they coveted her fricndfliip, that they had confidence 
in her truth, and that they retained no jcaloufy whatever, but fur- 
rendered this barrier as the foundation of an eternal peace. They 
might have taken a narrfjwcr line of c<jnducl; they might have 
fqucc7.etl our a greater extent of country, and what would l«ivc been 
the end r To build pentagons, fexagons, and quintagons—to flicw 
an incedant and provoking fpirit of Jcaloufy and bad neighbourhood, 
indead of cultivating fl.c affedions of brethren, and of cdablidiing 
what hat! been really his favourite objcdl, and what the noble Duke 
had happily exprclfed, a family compadd with America. The noble 
Lord had faid, he ought to produce his civil-law authorities—The 
talk lay on the noble Lord : he was not to prove the negative; and 
he was I)ound to fay the noble Lord M'ould not find his mcafures 
judified by the books. Where would he find authority for darving 
a whole nation, for treating twenty-five millions of people like a 
h^fieged fortrefs ? Where would he find a precedent for making to¬ 
bacco an article of provifion ? Where a precedent for faying to an 
* independent State that they would interrupt its legitimate commerce 
y op.,die high feai, and yet to call it grace, becaufc tlicy were plcafed 
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jto (lop dicm from going to the markets to which they were deftined, 
and to fet what price they plcafcd upon their Oaplc produce tliem- 
fclves. ^^hc noble Marquis concluded with an earnell cxlrortation 
to their Lordlhips to reflcft on the confcqucnccs of pufliing tlus 
conducl farther, and he left the ciucllion to their J^rdlhips, fatisfied 
that the public would do jufliec to his motives. 

L(.)rd (jRENVILJ.E faid that his words were, that the boundary 
line wa.s not, in his opinion, the moll advantageous part of the 
treat)’ of peace with America; that he had not thought fo at the 
time—and that every thing wliicli had happened lince, had tended 
only to confirm him in his opinion. 

I'he Manpiis of LANSDOWNE, ohferved that it was the firft 
time he had heard this opinion. It w’ould liavc been well if it had 
been given before. Ife lived in habits of fuch llrit't and perfect iii- 
timaey with tile noble Laird's family at that time, that fuch an opi¬ 
nion, if entertained by any of them, ought to have ht;cn eommuni- 
catcil. On the contrary, every one of them cxpretTed ilicir perfeft 
and entire approbation of the boundary line. 

Lord CL^F.NX'TLL!'' fniJ, he fjxikc only for hiinfclf. 

"l ije Marquis of ^,AN.^OOWNK repeated that neither he, nor 
:my o^hcr rnonv . ids famib’, had at the time, or linee, in pub¬ 
lic or priv'ue, csprciVod tliemfelves as he had now done about the 
toiiiulaiv line of the treatv. 

'I he Houle then divided, 

Contf-nts t) ; Not Ci'ntcnts 69. 

The Duke of liEDl'ORD g -vc notice, that on Friday next he 
lliould c:iil tl’iCir l.()rd(hl[).s' atreniion to a morion on the fuhjcft of 
the war, and l-,c moved that their Loidfiiips be fummoivd.— 
Order cd.** 


Tuefthiyf 2’}!h aMux, tCi ThurJ-layy 'Kjth, hichjivc* 

No debate. 

TriJnyy 30//; Muy. 

The Duke of BEDFORD called the attention of tlicir Lord- 
(hips to the difculTion of the important fubjccl on which the Houfe 
had been fummoned. It was his defign, he faid, to bring to their 
Lordfiiips' rccollcdion the fevcral (lages of the unfortunate war in 
w’hich we arc engaged, fo as M (licw the views in which it waa 
entertained by Government and the Legiflaturc, the different afpe£ls 
that it had affumed at different times, and finally, to point out the 
utter impolTtbility that there was at this moment to draw any fpeci- 
fic conch ifion from their conduifl, of what our real intentions in the 
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t»ar were, or to limit the calamity to any objc<Si’, the attainment of 
which would fatisfy their wifhes. In doing this he fhouid find it 
neceflary to intrtat their Lordfliips to examine the iltuation^f affairs 
both at home and abroad, and rigoroufly to inquire whether they 
had any well-founded hojKs that the fyftcm which they w’cre pur- 
futng, and tiie means which they had taken U) accompliih it, were 
likely to produce any bcnefioi il object whatever to this country, much 
Icfs the object wliich was alFedcd to be that which tlury had in view. 
Their Lordiliips would be able to enter more clearly into the dif- 
cuflion by hea.’ing the propofitions which he meant to fubmit to their 
confideralion, and he fiiouUl thcicfore read them In his place. I’he 
noble Duke here reatl the Rcfolutions which he mont to fubmit to 
the Iloufc j and he accompanied them with obfi-rvailons on each as 
he procceJi-J. 

[Thefe Rcfolutions were tlic fame as were moved by Mr. Fox, 
in the Hoiife of Commons, for w’hhh fee their proceedings of tlic 
fame date. | 

TJicfe RiTolulions, their Lordlliips ’ 
rally deelaratitms of fafts recorded on their Journals, or taken from 
public papers, wdiich had been laid iqvjn their table*. The fifth 
Refolution, lilting the Declaration that hid been made by J-^ord 
Hood to the people of I'oulon, was the fir;t infianec in which w'c 
had exprclled any dt fign or wdfh to interfere in the internal afiairs 
of France. 'J he Daclaration of Lord Hofjd it was material to re¬ 
collect for the honour of tlie c-auntry, ileinantUal that it (liould be 
clearly feen upon wJiat principles the noble Lord adlcd, wiiat terms 
he propoftd, and into what engagements he entered on behalf of 
His Mdjcity. It was a facl recorded in the nrMc Lord's own 
words in the paper on the table, that he accepted of their declara¬ 
tion of a wifh to adi>nt a Monarchical Ciovcrnment, fueh as it was 
originally formed by the Coniiitucnt Afi’cmbly, and that he dcclarctl 
to the people of the fouth of France, that he fluuld proiei-t thofc 
who manifefted their fcnlimcnts, and pli 4 igcd the faith of the Go¬ 
vernment <>f England, to the honed and uni-quivocal maintenance • 
of the obje£l of their Declaration. I'lic invitation which he gave 
to the people of the fuuth of France, to declare themfelves, w-as ac¬ 
cepted, the pcopjlc did repair to the ftandard which he had ercdled, 
sukI the noble Lord, on the 28th of Augud, fulcmly accepted of 
Aeir declaration, and thus a fpecific ground and objciSl of the war 
nm held out to the j^eojile of France, and the faith of Great Britain 
was pledged to that people for this clear and fpecific objedl of the 
war. 

- die memorial prefented to die States General on the 25th of 
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January, 1 793 > which Avas the fubjctfl of his fi:tth rcfblution, 
the pcrfons who liad made the Conlritu lon wliich wc pledged our- 
fclves by ^'>rd [!«'od*sd el iruion to a'iil In rc-e!hihlifhing, were 
dc<*orilK\las !n'rcr.''»V!. ilT t nin^ the nunc of philrfophcrs, .uni which 
w is revi'ed ru. f-’e .i fit vinity and licenrioufneCs. He was 
fuipM'ed thu this, iiid o.iier dcc;ariti:)ns of the f\mc kind, did not 
prod icj indigiurion and abhorren.v i-.i every one of their Lordfhips, 
as a c >11 In'-} utterly ineompaiihle viith the principles of all true and 
Icgithttitc Government, and particularly lb of r Government found¬ 
ed on the baits of liberty, nn I a pcftnlc wito had prcvi«iufly cxcrcifed 
the right of formbtg; a Government f )r themfclvcs. He was afto- 
nifhed (hat every mind capable of c<\i iiaring the hlcflings of inde¬ 
pendence, did not revolt from the idea of di ditingto antfher inde¬ 
pendent people what Government they Ihould ehrnfc, or of inter¬ 
fering in the fettlementof their internal concerns. If die mortdef- 
potic Miniller of the mo!\ derporic Sovereign in Europe, had chofen 
to interfere at the. time of the happy revolution of Client Britain, and 
had publiihcd liinilar declarations to the prefent, lie alkcd their 
Lordfliips deliberately h) C'mfider what mud: have been the feelings 
of Engliflimen on the occalion ? Human n.itLue was ihe fame in li- 
milar circumliinecs every where. Animated with the defire of de¬ 
livering thcmfclves from a date of the abject bondage, they 
would naturally luve contemplated the interference of fi)rcign powers, 
as a violation of their rights, and as an outrage n <r to he forgiven. 
If no people could indurc fuch infult, if for th.e time they miglit be 
too weak to affert and maintain their liglu.c, they would watch for 
more fuitablc occufion ; the memory tif the act 'a ould rankle in their 
breads ; tljcy wouUl treafurc it as a fubjc-il of roixcd enmit'', arid as 
a jud caufc for going to >var the indant that they Itad. the means. 
Tlic FretK’li were faid to be the original declarers cf tlif* war, aivi 
it was called iijxino'ir parts a defcnlivc war. It was of little con- 
cerii who were the drd declarers, in coinparif; n cf who were the 
^fird provokers ; and he eallt d up m their I^rorddiips to fay, wliedicr 
the Trencli could truly confider this country as their li'cnds, and 
whether we could look back to thefe preliminary deps in the war w ith 
any fatisfadlion to ouvfelves, either a.s to the right, the moderation, 
or the pt)licy wc had cxcrcifed. The next refolutions referred to 
the means which wc had taken, and to the co-operation we h?d fc- 
cured for the condudf of this war. Though it was faid to be a com¬ 
mon caufc, it w'as clear that the nations mentioned in his tenth re- 
foluiion, who had taken no part in the war, foimcd a confidcrable 
part of Europe ; and certainly did not confidcr it as a common caufe. 
VoL. XXXVIll. Z a 
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They did not feel that the dcftru6\ion of the prefent French Govevn- 
xnent was eflfcntial to their fccurity; and with refpedl to the King of 
PruiTia, he, like thofe other powers, no longer felt a coc 5 nion con¬ 
cern in the war. The fublidy which w’c had been drawn in to pve 
him, nearly double of what was ever paid to any foreign power, was 
evidently extorted byfomething like a threat upon his part of with- 
drav/ing from the w'ar. It was fair therefore to fay that Pruflia 
differed from us in regard to the terror of French principles; he 
tliought it m longer ncceffary upon his own account, to carry on this 
war of felf defence, though coiilidering us perhaps as a w'eak and 
foolifli people, w'ho were renily to purchafe his atfillance at any price, 
and throw away our treafurcs, he h.id no obje^ilions to enlill as a 
mcrccnarj' in ti\e erufadc. I'hc pu i'ent w^is called a war of hu¬ 
manity, and incefl'ant appeals were made to their Lordfliips’ feel¬ 
ings in favour of a w’ar that iiad for its object the prefervation of 
order, of religion and humaru'y ; but if would be well for their 
Lordfhips to r«.co!!e';f wiiethcr in oiir \cry conducl to the Kingf»f 
Piuflia w'c did not act upon the C'mtrary principle, and pay him a 
fubfidy only to enable him to wage the mod cruel and inhuman war 
that ever was undertaken ag;iinlt any pe<jplc. When wc had the 
cry of humanity for ever in oi:r mouths, it would be well that we 
felt its true and genuine emotions. W'hilc we flood by to fee the 
people of Poland, loyal, faithful to their neighbours, refpciflful to 
the rights of nations, and honourable in every part of their conduit, 
made the favage prey of oiu: allies ; nay, when we granted fubfulies 
to enable our allies to profccute their injuflice with effect, to trample 
upon the necks of this brave and gallant pertple, without remorfe 
and without pity, what pretenfitm had wc to the true telling of hu¬ 
manity, or how could we claim to ourfelvcs praife fir honeft and 
eonfeientious rcg,irc!s tf» the well-being of fbeiety ? If wc made it a 
plea that the principles of the Funeh tended to attack the indepen¬ 
dence of nations, and that no neighbouring power wras fafe from 
tlicir redlcfs ambition and their arrogant tyranny, could wc fluitour 
eyes to the fame pradiccs in the condud of thofe powers with whom 
wc were leagued ? Did wc not aiTifl thofe pow’crs in aflailing the in¬ 
dependence of their neighbours, In trampling down order, in con- 
founding cflubliihments, and in fpreading ruin and dcfolation over 
whole countries ? It was idle and lupocritical to nlTumc the pretext 
of humanity in the one indance, while w'c laughed it to fcorn in the 
other. There was no integrity in our proceeding. One part of 
tlie war nf Europe wras at variance in its principle with the other. 
The pretended defender of focial order and of national independence 
one place, was the aiTailant and violator of independence in ano- 
1 
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thcr; and while the people of this country were taught to believe 
dwt it was for virtue, and religion, and humanity, that we were 
at war, thd|f were called upon for a fubfidy’ to one of our allies, en¬ 
ormous beyond all precedent in BriiiHi hiftorv, to enable him to 
cany on an unprovoked and unjuft war a-riinft the brave and virtu¬ 
ous people of Poland. The next rdblution, the noble Lord faid, 
referred to the objetft of the war as it was (»riginally profclFfd on our 
fide, namely, the reftnration of peace on terms of permanent fecurity. 
This had been the firft declared intention of this counrrv in the war- 

4 

It ought undoubtedly to be oar uniform objedl, and this in his mind 
could onlv bcohta’ncd bv propofir^ to France equitable and moderate 
conditions. Above all, as tiu meins of corning to a proper under- 
ftanJing, a precilc atvl diroft dcclar.irion fiiould be made, iblcmnly 
and explicitly ftiting the olijects tint w'c had in view, and thus finally 
to clear away all the milun icrftandings to which our former conduiSl 
have given rife in the war. 'Flic noble Duke, having thus gone 
through his rcfolutions, faid, th it rheir L rrdfliips ^-ould obferve, 
that drawn as they were, from the official documents on the tabic, 
and briefly recapitulating the declarations that had been made fmm 
time to time, they prefented to the attentive mind various important 
contradictions. Contradictions in regard to our object, contravlic- 
tions with regard to our allies, and to the means which we had for 
the purfuit of the war. He had fairhfally copied them from thofe 
documents, and lie was miftaken if they ought not to have a ferious 
influence o.n their Loriiibips, as u> the concluiions to be drawn from 
them. He would not f.iy miicli of the proceedings before wc intcr- 
fercvl in the war; the rife of tlic French revolution had been fo often 
a fubjcct of difeufllon in that Houfc, that it was eortainly unncceffary 
for him to tlwell upon it. To wh itcvcr other caufes it miglit be af- 
figned, it was chiefly to be aferihed, in his opinion, to the part whicli 
France tiH»k in the American war. It originated with the men who 
w'crc fent to the Continent of America to afiift that people in their 
firugglc with us. T.'hcrc they imbibeil the principles of freedom, 
there they firft drank at the delicious ibuntain of independence, and 
dated with the profperoas illuc of that ftru^lc, they returned, burn¬ 
ing with an enthufiaftic ardour for the delivcranccof their native land. 
Soon after the Monarch met his people, by all the accounts that he 
had ever heard, he was good and beneficent; he was eager for the 
welfare of his people, and hehoncftly wiihed tot.ivour a melioration 
of their condition. It was not wonderful that men attached to an¬ 
cient prejudices, and bred under thfc ancient fyftcm, fitould be prone 
to take alarm at the reforms which wctc introtliicetl. Indeed they 
were too prone, and they quitted their country. Yet the rcvoliUioa 
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proceeded for fomc time with unexampled quiet; it was a memorable 
fa<Sf, that for a conlldtrablc time the country remained In a ftate of 
great order, fecurity, and peace. After that, fpcculativi^ men at¬ 
tempted to form a fyftem too pure for the prefent ftate of focicty. But 
ftill, though its theories were too fine for the condilton of men, yet 
pra» 5 lice would have foftened diAvn thefe theories, and would have 
jnad<^ it one of the moA extrai?rdinary and grandefi firucliires that 
ever was formed by man. While employed on this great and im¬ 
portant work, they certainly manifefted no hoilility toother n itions; 
they propagated no doctrines injurious to the peace orfafiiy of other 
powers; and, unlcfs fome tri’Ting and In "ni'ic’iit difputes about 
boundaries, there was noli.irY'; hi];j>c:ied ju tl v to esei:e anv je-doufy. 
Two of tlvegrearpnw rs cd’]',iip>pc, ho* ever, the pricveiplcs of wh.ofc 
Governmenr ;»ic ;»i.ir».ly defiiotie, aircelcd ro f.c fhe progreis of tliis 
revolution witi\ alarm. Tncy t!vnej;!n i: wa>> i op uliblc fm man to 
be happy but by livinj: at iii • v.ii! ..I an >.la- ■■ nnn. and having rhe 
foundations of ti'.olr own p>%v .r 1 !' u;v n !in deip ivifin, tJiey 

aifeoled to fyu wiiii raf,' an ! d-.ea i i-h c:1.d li.lj r. nr of a Cjov.-.-rn- 
ment on the m<in* t trlnn.d pii-vi, I'.s -f iVeo l»m. Tliev hid the 
foundation ot all ihat iias foiltra; il, tla > 'oeg.m tIk- c ireer i.vo which 
we and other n:ui >n. have been broaj; i , an I to tii.;m po icrit/ will 
look for ail the horror-, tint hu\e fnMowvd. The Confiioi i 
1789 was fi.-rmed byrneni-f the full rank, noth in diltin.ll'jn md 
in talents ; tlieir motives were pure, and their end was land.ible ; 
they followed the n^blcll: cteamplvi of hidory, they were eager to de¬ 
liver their country from dv'.Votifm, hut tl\ey were actuated hv the 
pureld Itwaliy tvtlvir Soverdgn, and rcfpccl f»)r ei\il rights. How 
had thefe men been rectiwd in foreign countries? Ho blufhvd to 
think what outrages had been committed on thefe pcrfonsl on Mon- 
fieur la Fayette, Avho prohifedly rcrired from his country bccaufelie 
would not ficrificc his loyalty to iiis bling. 'I’licy had no right to 
difputc the veracity of Monlicur ki Fayette, for his whole life was 
an illullration of truth, dilintcreftednefs and honour. Yet though 
retiring tlie vidtim of loyalty, he was doomed to dungeon after d.un- • 
and now was transferred from a Fruflian to fome Aufl;ri.ui 
dungeon orhofpiral, God knows where; whether dungeon or hof- 
|Hta], it ^vas indeed the fame thing, and in his perfon liberty was 
thus woui'ided in rhe moft outrageous manner. But poilerity would 
do jufiice to his name, his attaehmcrtt to liberty; his glorious ife 
would tranfmit his name to the latcft portcrity, pure and unfullied. 
That there was much to blame in their fyilcm of liberty, much to 
porredt, much to alter, was certain. But what a work was a fyfiem 
' Government, and how impofTiblc was it that human wifdoni 
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could moke it perfcdl in a day! Subfeqqcnt to the King’s death every 
fpecies of horror to which humanity could be fubjci'l, had pai%;d on 
tiie dcv:,tcd fcenc of France. I'koir irdfhips’ hearts had been often 
torn wilh tK: melancholy recital! N-hlc Lords thought it neccfiaiy 
to dwell with empha^s on the fliocking events that crouded oh one 
another, and that filled every bofom with horror, indignation, pity 
and di'g.ill, as the feelings were roufed againlHhe tyrants, or turned 
towards the victims. Jlut had not the allied jiowcrs ui^d them on 
to all thefe fav^igc a ds? Have they not been prelfcd on from murder 
to m uiLr, goaded, Inin'-ed, fet upon like hca'ls of prcy» and ren- * 
dered dcrpcrare in the toil r H ul they not taught them, that nothing 
but their cxiormin ition would fatisfy the Courts of Europe r Had 
the\ not made a f'/ienvi '.ri-’n ajpl'n'l their lives, that nothing 

but their hi.sod could give Leurity to Europe, and having thus de¬ 
mand'd in tiie f.iccof Frmee the lives of their leaders, the men who 
had {/iven to them, however t/i-ey might at prefent exereife if, the 
fwceis ot' liberty, could it ho cxye.'ied tint they wt^ld deliver up 
tlicir IcatlvTS, or Hand by and lamely fee them torn mun their lidcs^ 
Mv L rds, Icr us nor deceive onrfelve's, let us notlffe m ide the dupes 
oi >:;r own declamation \ before wc bring thefe people tf> the tribu¬ 
nal t»f jftilice, let 11'= be furc tint our own hearts are free fntm the 
cil.ncs that wcafu I to abhor; lor us be furc that wc ha v'c not created 
the f»irv whieli h is prtKi'.iCid tlufe horri>rs ; and kr us coolly and 
dcliberiidy mq.iire, as friends of that humanity wiiieh is fo iiicef- 
fantlv cur theme, if wc lliould not better promote the ohjccd of rc- 
Jioring I'Vanec to flie hanpinefs <tr' order, tninqaiUity and (jovern- 
ment, if, in'lc.id <tf ren Icring its Icadcis furious'and defiHTite, we 
were to make a fpccilic declaration that we had nodeiirc of interfer¬ 
ing in their ciornefiic c- ueerns, and did not prefumc to arre^tc to 
ourfelvcs the right to liiclate what Ihould be their Government, or 
who fiioiild be tiu ir governors. The noble Duke then came to 
fpc'ak of the arguments which were iirgcil in fiivour of the w'ar from 
the fkite of things in this country. It was faid that they w’cnt to war 
. tQ^ prevent the introduclion of Jacobine principles into England. 
How it was poflible to prevent the introdiaSlion of principles he could 
not cafily conceive. I'li-it it could be pofl'ible to prevent the intro- 
du£lion of J.icobins, was ixiflible. But w’hat bars or bolts, wrhaC 
engineering or artillery could prevent the inroad of principles, he 
knew not. 'I'his w is not a country to be invaded by docliincs con¬ 
trary to human rcafun j fentiments favourable to liberty, tliank God, 
Were mt new to the people of England; fentiments tha’. chcrifhed 
licentiourncfs would be received by no people who arc not under the 
torture of opprclTiun ^ it is only when tlic mind was fuffering from 
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dcfpotifm that it w'as driven to defi>crate criurfes; the trueft and moft 
fecurc barrier to licentioiifnefs was a rational fyftcm of freedom. 
Wliat had produced all the intcmjx:rance of thofc doi^riaes which 
were defined by the term Jacobinifm, but the fyftcm of^oppreflion 
and tyranny under which the people of France had formerly been 
d(X>med to live ? What was the means of preventing fimilar doc¬ 
trines from taking root in the breaftsof Engliflimen? Thefcouring 
to diem the enjoyment of the privileges derived from the Conftitu- 
tion., Now, my Lords, faid the i.oblc Duke, infte;»d of dcclaim- 
againfi the French, let us look at home; let us take care that 
we are not, by nifii experiments on the temper of tlic jicoplc, laying 
die feeds of dilcontent and diUjrder. It is a melancholy confidcri- 
tion that the alarm which has been fo induftrioufly fjiread againft 
French principles, has been the pretext for purfuing Frcncli princi¬ 
ples yourfclvcs. You arc d;Mly breaking through thofe ftrong fences 
that give OMifidence to the minds of ICnglilhincn, and that have 
taught themto\‘|e proud of the fyriem under which they live ; that 
reverence for thc"'''onfiiriuion which is the fourcc both of til'ccHcncc 
and energy, is dahy di minified by the firatagems to which refort 
, has been had, and hy the rafh and violent nieafiires which have 
been adopted. Look at the laws ivhich you have tnadc fince this 
alarm was excited, and fee if rliey arc calculated to endear FngHfli- 
mcn to their native bind? Wlien laws arc made, or when laws arc 
repealed by the three branches of the Lcgiflaturc, they ought to he 
fo done upon mature deliberation. 'I'he ncccirity ought to be made 
manifefi to the world; there ought not only to be no ju^ling, no 
trick, no dclulion pra^lifod, but there ought to be nt> apjiearance 
of precipitation j there ought to be none of that hafte which can give 
to a fiatute the chara< 5 fcr of ralluicfs. * 

Now, my Ixrrds, I recommend to you to refle 61 on your late 
a£l:s, am! fubjeil them to this tcfl. In the firfl: place, Parliament 
was fummoned to meet the year before lad on a falfc pretext. Your 
Lordihips will always rccollci>, that in fjieakingof the adls of Go¬ 
vernment, I fpenk of them as the ails of Minillcrs. The law re¬ 
quired to the fummoning of a Parliament on fuch ftiort notice, that 
there (hould he either an infurrcclitm, or a threatened invafion.—- 
There was no invafion, and thus Parliament was fummoned blether 
againdlaw. There was no infurrcdlion; for Minifters had not fouiiil 
a filmic public or private traitor to bring to trial. Here, then, was an 
aft of Government, in direft contradiftion of a pefitive law. The 
next breach of a law was in a body of Hefiian troops being kept in 
this country.—{"Lord Grenville faid the Heflian troops were gonc.j 
.V The noble Duke faid it was of no importance to lus argument whe-' 
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ther thefe foreign troops were ftill here, or whether they had been 
at length wididrawn. Minifters might be tired of infringing the 
law of thd^and, but they had infringed it; they brought them here, 
they had kept them here, againfl the known fpirit of the Engliih 
conftitiitiMn. 'I'lic next thing that he Ihould mention might, per¬ 
haps, be thought trivial by fome pcrf<*ns, but every man who ob- 
ferved the progrefs f)f human affairs, well knew that from things 
fecmingly tiivial in tiicmfclvcs, cffccls often flowed, which led to 
dreadful confcijucnccs. When once a foundation was laid for er¬ 
ror, h«iwcvcr trivial the firft flep might be, the bewildered mind 
was eafily led on from flep to flep, and eveiy flep was more im¬ 
portant than the former. Tire thing to which he alluded had hap- 
p<*.ncd but four days ago. Their Lordfliips, in direct vioLation of 
a Ih)tiding order of the Houfe, had proceeded to pafs through amoft 
imjKiTtant bill in one day. The wifdoui of their anceftors had laid 
it down as a lafting rule, that rro fuclt precipitation Irould be prac- 
tifed. How effential it was to the well-being of ftnety, to the dig¬ 
nity, as well as to the cffcdl of their proccediijigs, that this rule 
Ihould be flri< 5 tly obferved, he needed not to fay, but becaufc it wa^ 
found that it had been once violated before, tlitir Lordlhijis chofc 
to break it again. One breach of order was to juftify another 
breach ; and thus the people at large were taught to believe that all 
their boafled refpedl for principles was affciflalion, and that they had 
no fcruplc in departing from the n:ofl: cUabliflicd rales, when it 
happened to accommodate a prefent oceaf; ” ITc thought it his 
duty to jx)int out to tlieir Lordfliips thefe fads, as tending to im¬ 
plant on the minds of men a feeling unG\a>urablc to that order, obe¬ 
dience, reverence for the conflitution, and abhorrence of cliange, 
which it was fo much the foihioii to profefs to propagate. Thefe 
fads were calculated to inculcate in every obfervant mind the idea 
that while w'e W'ere railing at French dudrines, w'e tlid not difdain 
to purfue them ; that we held in contempt both the voice of rcafon 
and the vc/icc of the pcv>ple, and that in utter defiance of all dcUbc- 
'T'alii wifdum, every thing was made to give way to the imperious 
vote of an overbearing majority. Another meafurc that had been 
too fuccefsfully purfued, had not tended Icfs to engender difcoiucnc, 
animofity, and difordcr. The Aifociatiun of Placemen and Pen- 
fioners, which bred and foficred fw’arms of fpies and informers, was 
fo oppolite to the genuine fyflem of Britifli Government, fo deteft- 
ablc to the frank hearts and* candid minds of Engliflunen, fo dc- 
{•rudive of the opennefs, generofity, truth, and fretVutm of the na¬ 
tional charader, that it was a meafurc of inoft atrocious impolicy.^ 
That men Ihould be appointed to w atch over the levities of conver- 
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£ition» the unguarded moments of conv iviality, and to treafurc up 
and give information of perhaps the ba'r/ exproffions of paflion, ex¬ 
cited by the irkfoinc penalties of revenue laws, or by tjit fuflfcrings 
which the burdens of thefc very wars have brought ujjim induflry— 
paflion excited perhaps by the perfon's fiaving lort his all—his fur¬ 
niture, his tools, perhaps, taken to fatisfy the taxes brought upon 
him by the incrcafing burdens of the Sr itc ; and for rhefe exprcfiions 
of modicntary pailion, wtuiit; from him by agony—that perffjns of 
this kind (liould be dragged into a Court of Juflicc, wisa horror at 
which the heart <if a freeman muft revolt. But, thank God, the 
horror went no farther. 'I'hcy had been brought ijuo Courts of 
JulViec, indeed, but in general the proper feelings of their fellow- 
citizens had urged tlicin to aet as became EngHflimcn ; they had, 
in general, acquitted them, and h:ul, by th-ir verdi ‘1 of Not 
Guilty, given the moll uncquiv»'ral rebuke to the oppreTion of fuch 
a charge. Bik wlvit muft be the emotion raifed in the hreafts of 
that very jury,hen even their verdic t was not fufii.'ient to give 
deliverance to tht^objedl of pcrfecution, and wlien they found that 
the prifoncr was not ahlo to quit the bar without tlie leave of the 
Judge ? TJiefe things were fiircly not calculated to preferve in the 
minds of men that admiration of the conftiturion, that hjve of rc- 
Hcrcnec for oar laws, that it was fo tlefirahlc to inculcate. 'I'he 
noble Duke then came to fpeak to the immediate queftion of the 
war. It was argued that it was impofiihlc to make peace, on ac- 
«>unt of the fpceclics that had been made in the National Conven¬ 
tion, ami from the leports (>f Barrerc, in wliieh it had been dated 
that pmpofitions had been made, through our Minifl’er at the Swdfs 
Cantons, and that tltey hr.d rejeedrd all propofals of pacification 
with dit'dain. The noble lJukc treated with great indifference any 
arguments againfl peace, founded on vague cxpreflions in debate. 
Their L»>rdflups had often heard in tliat Iloufe exprcfllons as ill- 
timed, as contemptuous, as virulent, againft the leaders of France, 
as any cxpreflions there could poflibly be againft us. But he dc- ^ 
manded i>f their Lordfliips w'hcther they thought io ill of His M'a- 
jefty’s Minifters, as to ^licvc that they would refufe to liften to 
laquitable terms of peace, bccaufe they had been guilty of a number 
of idle terms of reproach, or of unmeafured cxprefTions of contempt 
in their fpecches in Parliament. He did not believe it pofllble that 
any fet of men could be governed by motives fo narrow ; and as the 
■CondcKSt of the leaders on both fidcs had been equal in this refpetSf, 
he faw no obftaclc to negpeiation in their mutual reproaches. The 
^'Xt argument was, how was it poflTible to make a permanent peace 
pKith fuch people? The word “ permanent,*’ die noble Duke fai(^ 
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vras a new epithet, and ene the Ibtce of adxich h&^Sd fi^" 
comprehend, as applied to treadat of peace between nadbne. HiflSiy 
would not ^^e to theit Iwrdihips vaxj elevated telpedllbr die tonn | 
f<M: hiftory was but a memorial, riiat no peace had been pormanenf^ 
when it fui^ either the one or both parties to break it, l^o fo^ 
lemni^ in me engagement, no profpedt of duration, however pIao« 
hble, had ever been realized ; and why they (hould noW be fo falii* 
dious in truiiingto thefe people, he profeiTed he could not conjec¬ 
ture. He took it, that thefe pec^le, like all others in their cc^i- 
tion, would ad by die rule of intereli, and by that only. It wiuL 
a melancholy recollcdbn, that peace had never been continued by 
the influence of juflicc, and all the unjuft wars which had taken 
place in the world, had never made the impreflion upon rulers and 
Governors of kingdoms, to deter them from purfuing the fame 
courfe. It feldom happened that an unjuft war was undertaken 
without involving its authors in dreadful confequences. The moit 
Unjufl war tlut hid ever been made againil this country hadbrou^t 
confcqucnccs on the head of the King that made it Rocking to re¬ 
coiled It, It was a memorable Icflbn , he had inter^d m the inter¬ 
nal concerns of this country: he had gained his in fcparatii^ 
and cutting off a conliderable part of our empire , but what had 
been the dreadful cataftrophe to himfelf and his family ’ The m^le' 
Duke concluded with intrcating their Lordihips* attention to the rd- 
folutions which he had read, and to the whole fubjed, as it nonif 
Hood at this impending crifis. He intreated them to difmifs froih 
their minds all paflion, which could ferve only to blind the judge¬ 
ment, and to obfeure truth, to look at the condud of our allies ; 
dt the evident change in the fentiments of a confidcrablc part of 
Europe, and he w'as confident that if they would weigh the qurf- 
tion in the impartial fcales of rcafon, they would be perfuaded diat 
the courfe in which vre were engaged was neither politic nor fafi:^; 
that there Was no real foundation for the alarms which we affoded 
to entertain , and that viewing the energy witli which the Freitdl 
waged war for their independence, and feeling correfpondent vigour 
in our own breifts, wc (hould be convinced that we could neitheit 
'''QOliquer France, nor that France could Conquer us. He vVas awartt 
that it had been too much of late the pradice to impute to perfons 
who ventured to ftem the torrent of ruling, opinions, motives of 
linifier and improper kind, and that even Members of the Legillai^ 
ture were not fpar^ from theie calumnies, if they prefumed. In d 
confeientious difdiatge of their duty, to give riieir fentiments fmdf 
upon thefe topics. It was not the moft Iionourable part 6f the pfb- 
fent fyfiem to pradife iuch arts. He hoped that no mtn irould be 
Vot. XXXVIII. 3 J 
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fine of duty to King end hie ccjuntcy, and he declared 
^ he hdd them in fiivereign contempt. Thonohle 

0uke then moved his firfi refolution. 

JLord AUCKLAND apd Lord DAKNLEY rofe at .the &mie 
moment i but the latter ^ving wayt— ^ 

Lord AUCKLAND laid, that from the extenfive nature of the 
Heiplutitms propofed, notiung that had any relation to our affairs, 
forei^ or domclUc, ccaild be confldcred as irrelevant to the motion; 
hut his principal motive for tifmg 'was, a perfonal allulion made to 
hinfrefpedtingthe Memorial of January 1793.-—It Ihould be rc- 
Q^llcded, that he publiihed that Mcmoiial a few days after the 
murder of the King of France, and very few days before the dccla-. 
ration of war agiinft this country. At that time there was not the 
fmaUeff doubt of tlie intentions of tlie Funch, and, had they not 
fmK^ed to tlie declaration of 'war, hoftilitics would have com¬ 
menced i they had declared themfelves, in tlieir CfMivention, ene¬ 
mies to all regular forms of Government, and had rcfolvtd to over¬ 
turn every Coi ftitution in Luropc; thefc decrees were notorious, 

' ifbcn a circumila^icc occurred tl at afforded fomc profped of putting 
an end to the miitidiie^ produecd by that falfc plulofophy which liad 
been preaclied up by Briffot, Condorcct, and feveial otlicrs, to 
whom this pa^cr particularly alluded^ men, whom, though they 
had their advocates, he muft ever confider as objeds of execration. 
V^en he ||ibU(hcd that Memorial, he fpokc his feelings, and he 
retailed thofe fentiments to this day; and when the variety of events 
vfhich had fince taken place were conlidercd, he hoped he Ihould 
appear to the Houfe to have ufed language ton llrong for the 
'occaiion. He would not trouble the Houfe by referring to all the 
n^gomettfs made ufe of by the noble Duke, bccaufe he did not think 
way wp got into the war was now fo much an *objed uf 
epnOdetadpn, as the neceffity there w'as fur carrying it on with the 
vigour. This campaign called for every poHahle escertion, 
he trullcd, wc would obtain what he conlidercd as die fule 
namely, a check to this fiivage rmd unprincipled power, and 
for the peace of Europe. When it was confidcred by what, 
t^fy^m of ravage, cruelty, and plunder, they liad pnxm^ the 
fumm by wluch they at pielenc carried on the war, they muff he de- 
and abhorred; but, at die fame time, it gave diis kind iff 
that iiich means could not laft: and therefore wc might, upon 
grounds only, fairly hope, by exertions on our part, they 
fixm be exhauffed; if it ffioifid turn out otherwife, and the 
by.the ngblc Duke was true, then indeed it ivoui<i^ 
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Be limentabB; ibr couflhy: 1 r» howev^r^ tUfe bolnmrir. 
And, irofti the experience he had of the perfdns 'WfkO ikrir hkve^ 
rule in France, he was failjr convinced how esdrenikjrlidbel&Ty It 
^s for the rombined Powers to be allillcd in evety pdllihle nuhdiMc 
to prefenre any thing like otder or government in Europe. WiJh 
rripedt to the internal ftate of the country, alludbd to by the il^d 
Duke, he thought it was highly flourilhing; but if it wa^, it was 
folely owing to the timely and vigorous exertions of His Majeflj^i 
Minifters to check the ciK)rts and views of the difafi^ded. fid 
would not fpcak more particularly of the confpiracy which exiiled iit 
this country, or of the periims who were concerned in it, as 
would be brou^t to trial; he would only f.ty, that if the fteps ha4 
not been taken which had been adopted, the flatc of tlus countif 
Would, in Ills opinion, have been very much the reverie of what It 
is at preftnt. He concluded with obferving that, in point of fernS^l 
he believed, he was authorifed t6 move the quedion of adjourn* 
ment, for he did not fee whit objedt the noble DuKe could hav<^ 
except that of having his propofitions entered on lie Journals o| fbo 
Houfe. ^ 

Lord DARNLEY fiid, he had given way with pleafure fo the 
noble I^ord w'ho had juft fat down ; but he would trcfpafs for a few 
tnoments upjn their Lordlhips’ time, in ftaling hh rcafons why lie 
could not agree w ith any of the RefolutiOnii f ropofed by the not)^ 
Duke. He declared, that, although he had been filcnt upon riie 
different days tills fubjedt had been debateci in that Houfe, he wras 
fo only beoaufe otheis had prefented themfclvcs whom he though^ 
better informed upon the fubjedt; but he would now take the Ubaty 
of ftatin^, that his Maje^’s Minifters had his thanks fof the 
fpirited manner in which they had proceeded. All the aigUtnenbi 
which had been urged in favour of peace were fuch as had 
often urged and often refuted before. He thought the war hdei 
been fairly and juftly entered into on our part; nor did he think, 
although there might be feme little difference in the expreinons cm* 
lAoytd in the different papers alluded to by the noble Duke, th^ 
Was the fmalicft variation in principle, or contradtdiion in fas&, in 
any dechration that had been Iffued by the different combined Pos^^ 
With refpedf to the fubitdifing the King of Pruftia, the faiy qui^^i^ ^ 
was not wdicther he could or could not go on without that fuwdy^ 
but whether we required his afliftance; and, being under thaf rie-^ 
ceffity, whether we could have obtained it upon better terms ? ffe 
confidercd that French principles were makir^ great and rapid 
ftridcs in tlus country, and therefbte he thought, that every lover hr 
gpcM'order was'bound to approve* of the manner in wIncH Adm^* 
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had proceeded check them, finr otherwtfe we have 
eaqpenenced the fiune icenes of anarchy and confulion that had taken 
in France. A great majority in Parliament had teftified their 
af^bation of them, and he was fure as great a majOTity was to 
be found among the people at large. Jt was true, a few perfons 
in that Houfe took occafion to cavil at every proceeding that went 
to the attainment of the grand objedt. We had every thing at (lake, 
atnd therefore he could not approve throwing any kind of impediment 
in Ac way of the Executive Power, who were afling fo wifely and 
fe prudently i and, on Aat account, he Aould moft certainly give 
^is native to thofe Refolutions. 

, Earl PJTi^WILLIAM faid, Aat it was not a fufficient ground, 
jbecaufe the matter of mod of the Refolutions of the noble Duke was 
to be found on Aeir table, diat therefore they Aould adopt Ae con- 
clulions he had drawn from Acm. The precife queftion to be in¬ 
quired into was, WheAer it was confifVent wiA Ac wifdom of the 
councty to combat this time to a fpecific declaration of our obje^ in 
Ae war or not ? his opinion, it was not called for by Ac prefent 
circumflances of''Europe. The obje£t was fuAclently apparent. 
The noble Duke had made it a doubtful queftion who were Ae au- 
Aors of Ae war: it furcly was not doubtful whether the French had 
made Ae public profeiTton of doArines Aat were inimical to Ais and 
eyeiy civilized country, and Aat they had not yet, even to Ais 
day, revoked Aofe declarations. Had Aey not alfo made dlreA 
war on our allies r How could it then be faid, Aat Acy had not 
been Ae provokers as well as Ae declarers of the war ^ We had 
borne with Aem too long. If he were inclined at all to blame 
Mtniflers, He.Aould arraign Aem only for being tardy in Aeir pro- 
ebedings. But they had his cordial and entire approbation'for hav¬ 
ing at lengA aroufed from their leAatgy, and taken fleps to fecurc 
Its againft Ae horrors which had defolated France. It had been 
Aged, Aat we had no light to interfere in Ae condud); of France. 

denied Ae politioh. It became a great and magnanimous 
{Mple to become Ac defenders of mankind. It had be^ the 
H>as province of England at all times. Our great Kii^ William 
in the fame manner, rifen up Ae defender of mardcind againft 
Acj^bition of Louis XIV. and had confederated with the other 
to ftera Ao torrent Aat Aen Arcatened to overwhdm Ae 
’Ind. We had now Ae fame dbjedt, for France fought to ovcr> 
Europe, though by other means ; and wbeAer it was to be by 
jKnto, Qt Ae more pemiclous force of falfe logic, he tnified that Ait 
■Nmtry would never be fo fupine as eiAer to become a vile province 
wfiFiancc. m: to defert Ae caufe of mankind in general. Had not 
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JFnnce a^kcd the independence of thofe States whofi^ weaktitft 
prefented them to her ambition as cafy prey ? What was the (late 
Savoy, and at that inftant of Piedmont ’ Surely in fuch a erffit 
England ihould purfue its ancient and dignified fyfiem of prote6tit^ 
the weak, and of preferving the order and fafety of mankind* Yet 
we had been arraigned fur afiifiing the King of Sardinia to defend 
himfelf. Such had been die policy of England in its mod glorious 
seras. Such had been our fydem during the Whig Adminifiratioii 
of Queen Anne, and it hid biu^ight difinidlion and honour to Eng<., 
land \ when die Tory Adtninillration that followed changed that 
fyftcm, deferted our allies, and abandoned the caufe of the wcak^ 
what w-cre not the calamities anJ the ddgracc tliat enfued Ye^ 
therefore, he avowed the interference of England. We had a rig^ 
to interfere in the internal affiirs of France, until thofe intertnl 
affairs fliould be fo regulated as to gi\c fccurity to mankind. Ho 
Ihould withdraw his feeble fupport from Miniftcrs if they were to 
abandon this principle. Nor had he anv liefitation^n dccUring that 
he was an advocate for the re-tfiablilhmcnt of h^narchy in France, 
becaufe that was an intelligible means of refitting order. It was 
not from his mere love of Monarchy that he did this, for he admired 
the fimplc and beautiful fupcrfirut'turc of America, who bad exerted 
the purefi wifdom in the formition of their Government, but it was 
becaufe he wifhed to have fomtthing fohd to repofe upon for the 
peace and happinefs of mankind. By tlic refloration of Monarchy, 
every tiling would fall again into its place. He denied that 
King of Pruffia and the Emperor had been the authors of the war. 
On the contrary, Briflbt liinifclf had owned, that they liad made 
the rupture with the exprefs defign of overturning the Monirohy Of 
Francc^*and they had too fuccefstuUy gained their end. The noble 
Duk^ had rather unfortunately fuel, tliat men miglit be guilty ofi 
exprcflions agalnil the Govcincncnt in the heat of pafilon, fmm t)ie 
burthens of the increafcd taxes arifing from the prefent war. He 
WHS unfortunate in the infiance, becaufe as yet he did not believe a 
-‘ 4 inglc (hilling of new taxes had been paid by an) indi\ 1 lual. He 
was fare that die public feeling was in favour of the war. He had 
very lately feen a conlidorable put of the country, and lie could 
alTuie the Houfc that the Weft Riding ot Yorkfliire was unanimous 
in its fentiments on the occafion—fatisfied with the meafures of 
Government in regard to the war, and giatcful for die fteps diat 
had been taken to prefenre us from the contamination of Jacobati 
defines. The rigorous meafures of fufpending the Habeas Cat- 
pus and other A^s, were in unifun with the opinion of the country* 
^cy fiiw that this courfe was confifient with the true policy of the 
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Whldi depended for its trade and coititdefce not oiSy'On fc* 
pbKc, but on the tranquillity and fafeiy of odier nattons* Our 
Mm trade could only be beneficnl throi^ the fecurity and optdence 
Mi Hha nations with wh(»n it was carried on. We were ^ to judge 
cf England as it appeared on the map, a little, miferable, accidental 
but as a mo^ magnilkcnt empire, contiibuting to the wints, 
tecurinj; the profperity of all the nations of the earth. Hi 
eimduded with faying, that be lliould cheerfully give his vote fcr 
liifi motion of adjournment. 

The Duke of GRAbTON b^n by ftating ific obligations of 
die country at laigc to the noble Duke who brought forward thii 
Mbtion. It was not his intention, becaufc he confidered it fuper> 
ftious, to enter into the variety of foreign matter introduced by the 
frfcle Lord who f|oke fecond ih tliis debate. He would, before he 
entered farther on this fubjei'l, give his ftrtmgeft negative to the 
prapifition of oin* continuing the wa *, until the reftorati >n of Mo- 
M2?^y in Francr had taken plwc, ?s he confidered that every na- 
tton had a light to^ftibnlh that form of Government beft ful^ to 
lh<f majority of the ^copK, ^nd that the m ijority had an undoubted 
fi|^t to chufe its own pecuhar of Government. After urging 
ftfie fieccfttty of o»ir conduuing a pc tec with France, he took notice 
rtF the alarm at prefent artfi llv lai'Ld, in order to give an opportn. 
tUf of Carrying mcafutes the moft unconftitutional, and which he 
ieared Mtnifters would afterwards have occafion to repent. He did 
MtM feppofo the propofitions urged bv the noble Duke would be car¬ 
ded this night; but, as in all probability it was the laft motion of 
ihe kind that would come forward this fcfiTion, he entreated their 
iiOrdHiips would confidcr the matter well before the next meeting of 
Ihllhiment; and if they could judge unbiaifed and impartially, he 
ihu certain they would, ere that period, confefs the neceflity of 
tdtopdng thefo Rcfi'lutions; but Ihould they not, he wu& convinced 
fMcgood mud rcfult-*~the people at large, with a veneration for thO 
. cKakaiSler who had brought forward this debate, would them* 
folVcs well weigh the iituation in which the country ftood, and bjr* 
MlSriDn, or oUicr means, to inftruA their Rcprrfentafives, that 
fWMto would be the unanimous cry, and that the name of Ruftell 
, Mni Liberty would be held in veneration by poftefity. The nbble 
who had juft fat down had given them one piece of infomna- 
Bfid no unimporrant one, fince the feftion muft be fujj^fed^ 
Mb# # ctmcKiftcH), toat their Lordftiips would iv>w have to retiie 
lAtothe^ioimtxy, with die confolation, that ourobjedt waanet only 
I die prefent form of Government now eiuftifg in Frances 
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but that we were not to'flop ftoctof tbe ^Mi^snent of 
luurchy. 

Earl FITZWIELIAM explained, that he had <xAf meapi^ 
that, in bis q;>inion, a difpoiition in them to reftore Monarchf 
would be a proof of thdr retunung to order. 

The PuTO of GRAFTON was happy at this explanation^ be* 
caufc it gave him hopes this ilrange crufadc was not to be catiied 
to that wiki extent he had feared was intended. He was now, and 
had always been, of opinion, that the war was unnccefTarily enteied 
into on our part. He did not mean to deny, that he believed foam 
aggrciTion had been made by France on its neighbours, though pof. 
iibly not witliout fome provocation; but was it tlicrcfoie neceffarp 
that we ihould ru(h into a war ? Would it be any ways dcrugatorp 
to our character to have ftood forward as a mediator ? And wotdd 
eitlier Audria or France at tlut time have refufed to take us as an 
arbitrator ? As we had thus run hccdlefsiy into a war, it was nQ| 
fo much a matter of furprife that tlic priiKipals had become our fub- 
fidi tries. PruHia had been defended tipon the ground of incapaci^ 
to cany on the war without pccuniar)'^ alfiftance—but was that the 
ladl ? Would any noble Lord undertake to fay, tl at it would not 
hereafter turn out that he rather wiffecd to fave his cxpcnccs in this 
grand combination to carry on a war in another ejuartcr, againd a 
braye and loyal people, draggling for their rights and liberties ? To 
his tardinefs, however, and witWiolding his forces, were certainly to 
be attributed the advantages the French had obtained in Weft Flan** 
dors. Another of our allies, tire Emperor, fht^uld wx be obliged to go 
into another campaign, there w'as fomc rcafon to fear, would not bo 
enabled to make die mod vigorous exertions. A.third, the Emprefi 
of Ruflia, had apparently but very little inclination to the budnc&y 
and much adldance was not to be cx[)cdcd from her. Spain fecmedl 
totally incapable of defending hcrfelfj for, if he was rightly in-# 
Firmed, die French were condantly obtaining advantages in that 
tiuarter; and it appeared his Sardinian M «jidy was nearly ruined. 
He did not wifti to draw a melancholy fituatiotv of the pidure of 
affairs j but it might not be improper to date fads, by way of 
*diawing Minifters out of a favourite diough injurious plan of pur<« 
fuit.-—did they fuppofe die good fenfc of the people of thiw 
country would fuffer them to go on in die prefent manner? Ho 
could comember more than one indance where that good fenfe had 
been exerted wadi great advantage to die counoy, and he hoped tty 
fee it fb again; tt had been the means of putting an end to the Ame¬ 
rican conted, during which, fomething like rhe prefent indnuadono 
were u&d e^nft thofe who oppofed its continuance. Tliis iaihe 
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tutd ailb and favrd us fiK}m a Ruflkri 

.tnur; for {b [artial were the prcfcnt Miniftcrs to preferve what thef 
£]|ipofed to be the balance of power in Europe^ that diey would 
lactt have hciitatcd to have encountered all the expences of a war, 
to determine whctlicr Ruflia or the Porte (hould be in poiTeifion of 
Oczakow. A noble Karl liad faid, no complaint as ye^ oi^ht to be 
naade of the expences, becaufc none were paid; but was it not 
matter of complaint to perceive the burthen that muil invevitably 
follow, and tobdiold the whole pmperty of the country held out, 
as it were upon mortgage. But the circulation of French principles 
feemed to be a full anfw'cr for evciy extraordinuy proceeding, and 
widi that as an exculc, every p irt of our Conditution was to be in¬ 
vaded with impunity. This had been fo ably dcfcrlbed to their 
Lordihips by the noble Duke who had come forw.ird on this occa- 
fion, that it w'as unneceflaiy for him to dwell upon it; to tlic abi- 
^des he had difplayed on this occaiion he (hould fiy little, lx*caiifc 
he would not pcrfunally pralic, but thus much he would alTei t, 
that it mud be a pleating ciicumdancc to his countrymen to iind 
ix>ming forwiid as a champion for their liberties the lineal de- 
foendant of him who ch«.crfull) jKldod his life in defence of their 
Condi tution. 

Tlic Earl of MANSFIFLD condt mned the motion now before 
the Houfe, though he had the utniud ('deem for the noble mover, 
with whom he had been accudomed to aii;, and whofe charatSler he 
very highly refpccled. But when he heinJ meafures which had fo 
repeatedly received the fandion of that floufc, accufed as having a 
tendency to bring mifchicf on podcrirv, he found it impoflible to 
fit filertt. For his part, he w is not delirous to (brink from his 
(hare of the imputation, but would take his part of the cenfure 
that might arife* from thofe meafures, and ccnitinue to give them his 
firoi^ed fupport. He begged leave to call to die recolledion of the 
Houfe, a circumdancc which fome of their Lord(hips had that day 
heard in another place (Wedminder Hall), of a certain Roman 
lawyer who had gpt the name of Cut JSjntf in confequence of his 
frequent ufe of that exprclTion. He would take leave to make ufc 
of this idea, and a(k the noble Duke (Bedford), what piirpofe could 
be ahiWcred by Parliameitt adopting fuch Refoludoris as he had 
impofed ? Had thdr Lord(hips, he demanded, foigotteit the prin- 

J ies of the BritUh Confiitution, and tlte ffdrit that didingui(hed 
ci(h Councils, fo (ar as to fay they were ready to profirate them- 
, «vi.ire$ at the foet of the French Convention, and afle forj^venefs for 
meafures they had fo often and fo folemnly approved i And he 
Wefou^t thdr I.ord(hip(i to recoiled, that there was a great diffitrence 
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between the cfFe«3 of folcmn refdutions of Parliament, and occasional 
dd^ate: the one miglit pofliblf make an imprcinon on foreign Powers^ 
but a very flight impreflion compared with the oUier. He put it to 
flicir Lordfliips to conflder, \diether they would, without confent of 
our allies, lend and ofFcr to treat with the enemy ? He regretted very 
much that a noble Duke (Grafton) fliould fay that this country was 
mortgaged ; which was as much as to fay, that it was in no cafe, 
however urgent the neceflity, able to maintain a war. He would 
not trifle fo far with tlie time of the Houfe as to attempt proving a 
point fo plain, as that if fuch indeed w'as the cafe. Great Britain 
held her exiflence on the precarious tenure of the will of any other 
nation who chofe to attack and fubjugate her. He contended, that 
the prefent was a defenfive war; but could not agree with thofe who 
faid, that becaufc it w'as a defenfive war, this countiy had.no right 
to interfere with the internal concerns of the enemy. From nothing 
that he had ever known or could find in hiftor)^ was fuch a dodlrinc 
to be deduced as that, becaufc w’c w'cre to ad on the defenfive, we 
were not to weaken by any means in our power tiic ftrength of our 
enemy : as well might it be faid tliat a man, with his back at a wall, 
firing againil an antagonifl, ought only to parry and never to pulh 
againft that antagonifl, even though an opportunity occurred; in 
this way, certainly the ijcrfon on his defence muft inevitably be fub- 
dued at laft ; and juft fo it would be found w'ith any two powers, 
even fuppofing them to be equally matched ; for if that pow'cr who 
aded upon the defenfive fyitem, did not endeavour to conquer, by 
every means in its power, the enemy, it muft undoubtedly at length 
be conquered. 

As to the aflTcrtion that Minifters had forced France into a war, 
he wouldjjneounter it with a paper he held in his hand, which never 
yet had been alluded to in any argument in that Houfe, but which 
could not but have great and dccifivc weight when put into the fcale, 
even againft the eloquence of the noble Duke. I’his paper was 

the letter of Monfieur dc la-to Monficur Ncckar, in 

which he makes ufe of thefc words; “ But 1 (hall regret all my life, 
“ that France provoked war, and fet Europe againft her.” Yet, 
faid his Lordfhip, noble Peers arc now found in this Houfe to throw 
tlie odium of having inftigated tlie French to war on us, and to ac- 
cufe Great Britain of being the aggreflbr. On this point he thought 
it almoft fupcrfliious to remind the Houfe, that the Girondifts accu-' 
fed the Jacobins, and the Jacobins the Girondifts, of being the au¬ 
thors of the war; but all agreed in that great fubftantial point, that 
it was not any foreign power tliat provoked or bc^an it. On tlic 
fubjc£l of laying an embargo on corn, as a part of that fuppofed prp- 
VoL. XXXVUI, 3 ^ 



PARLIAMENTARY 


’370 


A. 1794. 


vocation given by this country, he ftated, to rcfrefli their Lordfhips* 
memory, that Rriflbt had given orders to prepare a fleet with all 
poflible tiifp;rch, and purchafe up all the provifions that could be 
procured. Had not Minifters then taken mcafures to j>revent as 
much as pofuble thofc purchaics bring effccled, they would have 
been guilty of a criminal dcrcUtlion of thrir duty; and thofe very 
Peers who now made that acl the fulijedt of animadverlion, would 
be the lirfl to flanil forth in that ealV, and accufc Minillcrs (with 
juflice loo) of having betrayed live in^crefts of their country. As 
to the King of PrulTni’s deferiing tlte confederacy, he denied tlic 
ftuSl. That Monarch had indcevl dv.cl;ircd, that he was unable to 
maintain fo very large a force as was expc.clcd from him in the field, 
but fulfilled, and tvih red to continue to fulfil, all his engagements 
by treaty, by not only fnrnifliing his contingent as a Member of 
the Cjermanii: Kniv, butalfo the quota relVrvcd by his treaties with 
Holland and dreat Ijjifain. his Lordfliip thought, was far 

from being a defertion of the alliance. But a new ‘principle had 
that night been broached ; and it had hc<*n alkcd why, if it was a 
defeniive war, wi. e.uriel hoftiiitics againfl the enemy’s country? It 
was the firfl time he heel heard it laid down as a dovSVriue, that bc- 
caule a war was defenfive, the all'ailant ibould not be atiacked. 1 le, 
for his part thought, that the lefl m«x!e of defence was to carrj’ the 
War into the enemy’s country. “ Whenre .irircs,” faid lii., Lord- 
(llip, ** this ofticiou'! rare of the Gallic naTiop. ? How comes it fhat 
we obferve feelings to operate in the prefent ini Vance that never were 
known before? It cannot be partiality to the I'rcneh! what, then, 
c.in it be? or what motive produces this flr.ingo phenomenon in flic 
minds of Engliflimen ? Whatever may be the origin of thofc feel¬ 
ing®, I thank f jod their influence is not very extenfive •, and I am 
fare, tliar as the mafs of the people of this country unequivocally ap¬ 
prove of the condud of Minifters, fo tire mcafures adopted by tliem 
on flic fubjccl in queftion will be handed down to pofterity with ap- 
plaufe and honour.” "I’he noble Earl then obferved, thaitooni' 
part of the noble Duke's motion he had not the fmallclV objection, 
vii. to that which went to declare to France what w’as the objci't 
of the war. His coftftru(5lion of the objctS was, the deftrudtion 
of that anarchy and ufurped pcjwer which now prevailed in that 
country; and the reftoration of order and legal Government. He 
had always been of opinion, that an hereditary monarchy was beft 
Allied to the French character, and inoft congenial to the fentiment 
of the confider.itc part of the nation. He concluded by faying, that 
he had no doubt of the ultimate fuccefs of the war, if it was purfued 
. wiefa vigour. 
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The Duke of GRAFl'ON rofc again in explanation. He rai4^ 
that at the time when he left the fituation which he had held in Ad- 
minidratici}, the public debt of the country amounted to one hun¬ 
dred and thirty millions, and it now was more than doubled. This 
circurnflance, had there been no other, warranted all that he had faid 
about the rcfources of the country, and tlic Rate to which we had 
been reduced by wars, and which, he might add, had made wars 
feem ncceflfary. He faid he had always difapproved of the funding 
fyrtem, and it had always been liis with that the neccfliiry fupplies 
of the year (hould be provided for and paid within the year j for we 
certainly had no right to indulge in fpcculations for our own purjxi- 
fes, to the opprcfliion and ruin of our porterity. He, with a large 
family at his back, would have no objcclion to contribute to the cx- 
pences of the Stare in a manner propertioiiabie to the property he 
poflelfcd; ar/i certainly in jjublic as in private life, he never could 
be rci'.koned a goo<i char;u''tcr, wiio, for his own tc;mpi>Taiy purpofes, 
indulged in extravagance, merely bccaufc he could, to avoid the im¬ 
mediate confcqncnccs, transfer them to his fucccHor, whom he knew 
it inevitably mull ruin. 

Lord Al^JNCJl )(>M fa.id, “ A new fpecies of oratoiy having been 
latciv intrciluccd into this ilouL fiom one fu.vage people, iii order, 
f prefume, to accurtoin our ear.< to iiiioiher d.ukd intended foon tor 
our adoption fro«n aneth. r favage nation, i v.ill, iny Lords, with 
your Hmhhips’ .K'.'v's.*, in deliveriiig the little I have to fay on tlus 
motion, give the Iloufc a fniall fpecimenof each : 

“ ChiUrfii—'i was in hopes. Children, that the dangers to which. 
Children, you fecin, Children, to be fo inucli cx^M)ftd, Children, 
from this^avage war, Cliildrcn, weuld have made ye, Children, 
lay alldc, Chihiren, thi fo/ motions, Children. 

“ 'l^hc other diahvl is this : 

Ci/hrns —It being my fixed determination, Citizens, as in the 
National Convention, Citizens, never to go, Citizens, to the Moun¬ 
tain fide of this Houfe, Citizens, it is with peculiar pleal'ure. Citi¬ 
zens, I fee. Citizens, the Mountain fide of the Houfe, Citizens, 
is coming over to me, Citizens; the confequence of which. Citi¬ 
zens, is, that this Mountain, Citizens, will at length. Citizens, 
produce a moufe, Citizens. 

And now one word on the motion itfelf. The beft road to 
Peacft my Lords, is and that in the manner we arc tav^hC 
to worlhip our Creator, namely, by carrying it on with all ouy 
fouls, with all our minds, w'ith all our hearts, and with all our 
ftrcngtli; and fo, my Lords, I am againd this motion.” 

'I'hc Earl of ALBEMARI.E noticed wlut had fallen from a 
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i|Dble Lord in the early part of the debate, that it necelTary for 
every one to avow his fentiments, and coinciding with that noble 
Lord in this opinion, he faid, he could not give a iilen^vote upon 
the refulutions. He declared folemnly, that he faw no caufe or 
ireafon for alarm in this country, or the late unconftitutional pro¬ 
ceedings; that he firmly believed a peace, a permanent peace, 
might be made with the French; that the prefent war was unnecef- 
fary and'unjuft, and that the objects of it had cenfed to exift, and 
the nature of it was now entirely changed. He entreated the Houfc 
to conlidcr the magnitude of the fubject before them, and rcfle£l, 
that the bloody conteft now ^ing on, on the Continent, could not 
but be held by individuals in the utmoft deteftation. It was eafy to 
mention the lofs of twelve thouf.ind men in one engjigcment; but 
the liorror of fuch carnage, could better be conceived than deferibed; 
the impreffion it had on his mind could not be eradicated. He was 
convinced that it was impoflfible for us to obtain final fuccefs, and 
he would always oppofe a war which was likely to tarnifh the ho¬ 
nour of the Britifh name, where fuccefs was impofliblc, and failure 
certain. Indeed, to be convinced of the futility of all expedlations 
of a favourable iflue, it was only ncccflary to look to the event of 
tlic two laft campaigns. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE expreffed his inclination not W 
detain the Houfc but for a fhort time. He confidcred it however 
as his duty to offer that tribute of praife and thanks to the noble 
Duke for the motion which he had brought forward, and much more 
particularly fijr the able, manly, and eloquent manner in which he 
had brought it forward ; to compliment the noble Duke in adequate 
terms^ however merited, and however ftncercly they might come 
from him, was a talk that were he equal to, the delicacy arifing 
from the noble Duke's being prefent, muft prevent him from at¬ 
tempting. But there was one point whicli he could not omit to 
mention, and that was, when a perfon of the noble Duke’s high 
rank, large proper^, and the great talents which he had that night 
(hewn, thought it his duty to come forward with thefe refolutions, 
fo well adapted to the interefts of his country, this muft give the lie 
dirc^ to all thofc inGnuations he was forry to hear within doors, and 
all thofe mifreprefentations witliout doors, by which an attempt was 
faade to hold our to the people, that all who were not friends to the 
war, and the dcftru(ftive fyftem of the prefent Minifters, were ene¬ 
mies m their countiy, and men who wifhed to fubvert the Conftitu- 
tion, and overturn all order in the Government, religion, and pro¬ 
perty of this couritry. Sutdy this would not bc’afecibed to his 
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noble friend, or Ac odicr ncAile Duke who had fpokcn next, as thelt 
motives for the part which dicy took upon the prefcnt occa^n. 

The noble Earl then conlidered the aiguments on die oppofite 
fide of the qctefiion. Firft, faid he, a noble Lord in his com* 
ments on the fpeech of my noble friend, otderved, that he had urged 
nothing new.—New! What novelty does he expedl ? What no¬ 
velty would he deiire ? Does not every Gazette gratify his eager 
curiofity i Does not every letter from the Continent, brir^ new 
accounts of expenditure, and new accounts of blood-fiied ? Thefr 
arc arguments againfi the war, and firongoncs too. Every day we 
receive new proofs of the increaie of our expenditure, and new re¬ 
turns of the lofs of lives and foldiers. If the people complained, 
his Lordfhip conceived, that in fomc meafure, they Ihould be for¬ 
given for doing fo \ and he blamed that fyfiem of profecution car¬ 
ried on by fpics and informers employed to provoke and irritate 
men’s minds. How many families arc reduced by the increaiing 
poor rates, the accumulation of taxes, and the decay of trade to the 
moft abjcdl ftatc of penury and wrctchedncfs ; and, furely, if with 
a heart-burfting figh, they pour out a fentcnce of reproadi agpiinfi 
thofe whom they conlidered as the authors of their calamities—if, 
wl'icn in want of fubiifience, they venture to complain, the dillrels 
of their filuatbn fliould be conlidered, and the hafty cxprefTions of 
tlicir anguilh or impatience buried in oblivion. With regard to the 
pc^ibility of making peace, he faw none of thofe difficulties which 
fome people were afraid of, and fuch difficulties as were, he believ¬ 
ed, created by thofe who faid, Whom can you treat with, and fo 
preclude a particular defeription of men from being in any lituation 
to make j;)eace w'ith. He replied to what Lord Auckland faid 
about the wording of his memorial, and contended that almofi the 
whole of the condud of Minillers during the war, had been a vio¬ 
lation of the laws of nations. He reprobated the idea tliat this 
country mud never make peace, till the ancient monarchy of 
France was re-edablifhed, and every man replaced in his former 
lituation. With regard to the opinions of the people in that coun¬ 
try being for monarchy, he had been in it, and from the bed inbr-. 
xnation he could get there, or learn fince, he never heard that fuch 
was their wifh, however much they might be difpleafed with the 
ruling party at the time. The noble Earl went minutely over-the 
whole circumdances of the war, and the condudl of both countries. 
He deferibed the deplorable lituation of our allies, the interruption 
of manufactures and commerce, and tlie rife of infurance at Iwme. 
He fiiid that even admitting the refourccs of the country to be in 
fhe mod favourable Hate, it certainly reejuired prudence to manage 
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diem. He dwelt upon the reliance which Minifters had always en¬ 
tertained, that by the efibrts of \rc!l difeiplined troops they would 
be able to conquer France. Every man who knew what had al¬ 
ready taken place, muft give up that idea, and ackntmledge, as all 
military men did, that two campaigns of hard fighting w’crc the bett 
fchool for making good foldiers. He then reviewed the fituation 
of the armies abroad, and took notice of the returns in the Ga¬ 
zette^ with all the defpicablc duplicity ufed to conceal the true 
ftatement from the people, and delude them with miRaken notions 
of fudeefs. Of thefe the (Iriking inftances he recited were the fup- 
preiTion of the names of officers, however brave and aftive, by 
any means related to or connedlcd with perfons of oppofite opinions 
to the Minider in this country. He named in particular. Colonel 
Fox, an officer who had iignalized himfelf in rt pr '’tod engagements, 
and whofc name had as often been returned , but as often omitted 
in the publication. The othc’* .viificcs he mentioned w'ere the de¬ 
lays in the account of a defeat, .and the acceleration in the report of 
a victory ; the immediate return of the killed and wounded of the 
enemy ^whenever unfucccfsful, and, vice ver/a, the fum total of 
the lofs of the enemy, with the lofs of the Engliili only, omitting 
that of the other combined powers, w'hcreby the ignorant, the cre¬ 
dulous, and fuperficial, were induced to believe that the Britilh 
forces arc fo indnitely fupt;ri(»r to the French. lie read the returns 
of the 2 2d, by way of illuftration, and contrafted it with that 
given in the Journal of Pere Duchefnc, and the Bulletin of the Em¬ 
peror. The Bulletin Rated the lofs of the French at twelve thou- 
fand, and the allies at fix thoufand. With rcfpc«£V to our naval, 
as well as (jur land forces, the fame artifices were vifiblf. Here, 
too, he remarked upon the fpetx'h of a noble Lord, who had f.iid 
that not a fhilling came fmm the |X)ckets of the people. He was 
aware that the money for the fubfidies would be paid out of the Aims 
raifed at a former period for the prcfcrvation of trade, but ftill there 
W’erc other fums to be accounted for, and other lolfes, which muft 
ultimately be fuftained by the people. He made obfervations on 
the loan for the Emperor, and the four hundred thoufand pounds 
which wc ftiould certainly have to account for to the Dutch, • as their 
qtiOta of the PrulTian fubfidy. He then proceeded to (hew how 
impolitic a war with France was for us as a commercial nation, 
fince at the commencement wc had fo long difclaimed all mterfo- 
rence, and apparently approved fo much of their proceedings that 
many perfons had alfurcdly laid out much money upon the church 
lands and demfifnes of the nobleffe, which money was now forfeit¬ 
ed/ and could peve^ be recovered. He next conlidcrcd the mcafuro 
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of this country, which he compared to the forced laini adopted by 
Barrcre and the Committee of Safety. Envllcfs indeed, were the 
fliifts of the Minifters as to the objedt of the war. Wc originaUy 
'ad^ed (faid the noble Lord) on the defenfive, and engaged in it 
only to proted^our allies; wc then proceeded to eihblKh the Con- 
llitution of 1789 , and we now profofs nothing Icfs than the redo- 
ration of the ancient dcrpotifin. For this wc rifquc every thing 
that is important to the country. Upon what grounds do wc found 
our hopes of fuccefs ? Are wc more likely to obtain our objcdl this 
year than the lad, when a very large body of infurgents in La 
Vendee were difpofed to co-operate with the Miniders of this coun¬ 
try ? Where are they now' r 'ITic recent accounts from that coun¬ 
try, conveyed by every ncwfpaper in Europe, adiire us that they 
arc fuppreffed, vanquiflicd, and dedroyed. Notwithdanding the 
late indnuation that the French nation is hodile to the ruling Powers, 
and that the foldicrs arc ready to yield up their arms to the allies, 
fatal experience lias but too w'cU proved that they will never yield 
the palm of vidlory but when they are out-gencral’d or overpowered 
by numbers. 1 'heir prefent condition is worthy\)f remark; the 
whole nation has been trained to arms for the lad three vears.— 
I'heir veterans, and thofc of the allies, let it be fupjxjfetl, have 
pcridied in the war, or died of age or difeafe; when the raw re¬ 
cruits of this country (g-allant and valorous as Britons ever prove 
ihcmfclves) arc brought to op|x»fe them, it is more than can be 
exjicdled that tlnur native courage Ihuuhl prevail over difciplinc and 
e xperience. It is much to be feared, that the alienation of the 
Church lands and the edates of the ernigr.mts have given to the 
mafs of the people an intcred in the fupport of the ptefent rulers, 
that cannot be cafily diakcn by foreign armies. If, liowwcr, rlutir 
whole fyl^cm could be overturned, uml wo wore to fuccccd in 
placing a Monarch upon the tlirono, we ought to calculate the ex- 
pcnce of maintaining him in his lituation, contrary to the wiflies of 
the majority of tlic nation. Peace, for rcafons which have been re¬ 
peatedly mentioned in this Houfc, is the mod dcfirable thing for 
tire nation at laige, and therefore deferves the concurrence of every 
noble Lord who wiflies well to the profperity of his country. The 
noble Earl (Fitxwilliam) alTcrted that the monarchy of France muft 
be edabiidled before peace could be redored. It was the firll time 
■he had heard tliat language from his Lordfhip, and he linccrely 
truded it would be the lad: taking it, therefore, in every point of 
view, he mud fupjjort the propofitions, which, for thp happinefs of 
the country, he hoped would be carried. He concluded, by rc- 
flecBng that it was fome confolation to him, amidd thele procccd- 
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tiiat his name -voidd go down to pofterity on the journals of 
that Houfc along with die noble Duke who propofed thefe refolu- 
tioQs. 

Earl FITZWILLlAMy in explanatimi, faid, that the Eail of 
JLaudcrdale had mifooncdvcd his argument, when lyi had dated it 
as going to the re-cdabli(hment of the ancient dcfpotifm of France, 
which had not been tlie drift of it. His Lordfhip faid, that he had 
dated, and he was dill tif opinion, that the Government of the 
monarcliic form was the mod likely, indeed the only one iirom which 
could be rationally expected a remedy dir the evils with which 
Fiance was afl^fled, and with which other nations were threatened. 
At die fame time, his l^irdlhip did not pretend to define what were 
Ac mcdificatimis to which kingly government Aould be fubje<d in 
France. 

JLcard HAWKESBURY faid, that if he was to anfwcr all that 
had been laid by noble Lords in the courfe of the debate, he 
Aould be obliged to anfwcr ei'cry every thing that had been faid on 
that fide during the whole ftfllon ; Iot every thing that had been 
faid on every mdtion which had been made in Aat Houfe had been 
coUc6tcd into their arguments on that night: he would not, there- 
Are, w'afic tlieir time with fuch a dull repetition, but proceed to 
Aofc few points which had any pretendons to novelty. He pro- 
fefied that he entertained a high refpect for the noble Duke who 
brou^t forward Ac rcfolutions—for his rank, for his pniperty, and 
for his talents; but he had heard from a noble Peer (Fitzw'ilUam) 
a fpecch of the befi and nobleft kind, tlic voice of a large, popu¬ 
lous, trading, and manufacturing county. He would fet the au- 
tliority of tlic one againft the authority of the other, and had little 
doubt which would preponderate in the minds of Ac Houfc. His 
LordAip reminded the Houfc, Aat Acre was no ftep v^hich they 
Aould be fo cautious in taking, as that of interfering wiA Ac 
Rt^al prerogative, more particularly in any thing refpet^ing peace 
or war. The enemy might infer from it, that the legiflativc part 
of the Government was adverfe to Ae executive, and Aus make 
peace doubly difficult of attainment. It would blow Ae fparks of 
dilfention too among our allies, and from that moment Ac enemy 
would rear their creil with mme formidable boldncfs. His Lord- 
Aip then proceeded to obferve, that for two or three years Govem- 
jBient dedined interfering with the concerns of France; and in re¬ 
turn for this friendly acquiefeence, they attacked our allies, Areat- 
.jencdourfelves ; fomented fedition and difeontent in Ae bowels of 
our country; and finally attacked us in open avowed hofiility. As 
we hiid not interfered with them, his Lordfhip contend^ Aat 
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France ihould not have interfere widi tn; and from their tnakiiig 
war, no one who knew the law of nations could call in quefiion 
the proprie^ of our attacking them in every way that could cohw 
duce to our ultimate fnocefs. And he relied upon it, that no per¬ 
manent peac^ could be hoped for with France, while die Govern* 
ment dicrc was adiing on their prefent fyilem; that is to &y, in- 
terforing with all other Governments. If, therefore, he was alk- 


ed, what was the mod fpeedy method of procuring peace, he would 
fxf, it was a change in that Government; and his Lordihip declared 
that he was perfuaded that a people of twenty>five millions could 
not pofiibly be held under a republican form of Government; and 
a proof of this was, that Ergland, a nation of fewer irdiabitants. 


and podHling for centuries a Government which contained a portion 
of rqrublicanifm in its compofitton, found it impofliblc to fink into 
a form totally republican; and after a lapfe of fourteen years, re¬ 


turned, at the reftoration, to the monarchical form of Government. 


His Lordfhip aigued that the fpeech of the noble Earl (Lauderdale) 
tended to excite in the people of this country a fpiKt fimilar to that 
which animated the infurgents under Wat Tyler in the reign of Ri* 
chard II. when he faid that the manufofiurcrs of Yorkfhire and 


Lancafhire would not bear to be taxed for the Quixotic attempt to 
force a King on the French people againft their inclination \ or to 
tile fame excelTcs which were committed by the mob of 1780, un¬ 
der Lord George Gordon; but that their Lordtiiips muft know, 
from hiftory, how eafily a weak monarch, aided almoft fingly by a 
Mayor of London, quelled the infurre6bon of Tyler, and his fol¬ 
lowers ; and it was fmfh in every noble Lord’s recollection, that 
although much mifehief had been done by the mob of 1780, yet 
in the end tiv^ were tiic viCtims of their own folly. His Lordfhip 
then adverted to an obfervation which had fallen from a noble Duke 


(Grafton), that inftead of addii^ to the national debt, we fhould 
raife the whole money wanted each year by taxes. This was a 
moft vifionary plan. No man, he faid, went greater or bidder 
, lengths that way than his right honourable ftiend at the head of tilt 
Ti^uvy had done already in tha cafe of the Spanifh armament $ 
and in tile prefent cafe, he Itill had done much, hf pledging luntfeif 
and the Fuliament to apply a million yearly to the finking fiind.^ 
Mon^, his Lordfhip added, never was fo plentifully in circuhiti<»i 
at at prefent j and the conqueft of the Weft-India iflands was a neW 
and extraordinary fouice of wealth. They had, to his knowledge, 
produced to France ten millions yearly: we had already got two- 
tiiirds of tiiem ; fo that there was a benefit accniif^ fir^ the wM 
of at leaft two-thirds of ten millions yeariy, and h 6 hoped (IvMrtly h 
VoL. XXXVIII. 3 c 
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ammint to the ‘whole of that yearly fum. This was not all; 
o^<inj||iufa^rers would be employed in increadng nundieto^ and 
wjnlth would that means be diily flowii^ in upon U 5 > in a o(m> 
l^t 4 uvl uniforndy iiicrcaling proportion. From thU prpfpc^iof 
opr rifing comment) hcinfiftcd, that notwithlUnding'^e expenccs 
iocurresd by die war, and die exertion which had been made, the 
^untry was far from being in that date of depreflion which noble 
l.ands would to reprefent it in. He contended, that the 
redoradon of monarchical Government in France, was the only 
fcaindatum on whidi the peace of Europe could be fecured and ef- 
tablhhed. 

The Marquis of LANSDOWNE began with paying the hand-, 
fomed compliments to the noble Duke who brought forward the 
refoUiiions, and who, from liis iituadcm, rank, and property, mud 
be allowed to have fome (lake in the country. Another noble Duke 
came forward in a manner equally honourable to himfelf and grati¬ 
fying to lus country ; was it to be fuppofed that he who had been 
in fuch exalted fituations as he had f.llcd with fo much credit, and 
who had to lung retired to benefit his country m another way by 
improvements in agriculture, came from that retirement for fuch 
purpt^ as thofe wluch the enemies of the war were faid to pur- 
ftie ? Or did any body believe that thofe noble Dukes and other 
Lords who formed the Oiipofition of that night, had any motives 
or intentions to fubveit the conditution, and dedrov the properfy of 
the country i Certainly not; and if a jud comparifon was to be 
made between the pni|)crty and the motives of thofe who o{^fed 
the war, and thofe wlio fupported it, the balance would be found 
in favour of the former, as far as refpe^ed the real intereds of the 
country. And when he faw anotlicr noble Earl (Dcrby)^drenuous 
in oppofition, whofe great pn^rty in die neighbourfi^ of Man- 
chefW and Liverpool was well known, could he be fuppofed to 
have an intcred inconfufion > Hq mig^t, in the fame manner, go 
through every noble Lord m Oppofition, but it would be taking 
up tl^r Lordfhips* time on a fubj^ fuiiiciently notorious. It was ^ 
the minority was fmalt, and confided of only nine; but he ’ 
Itelkvcd thofe nine would foon increafe to ninety: at any rate, fmall 
aa djfi minortQr appeared, it was as numermis as His Majefty's Ca¬ 
binet ; and as to chamber, riches, property, and abilities, he 
ilsiKiU leave it to die country to determine which had the pre^emi- 
^noe. Hotruded Miniders would no jlwigcr level thefe calum- 
at the Minority; the country ]iroidd judge to which they were 
4 pod ai^ilicabl^ die levellers or the levelled. There were in die 
Hpjiaby tpro ocha* deicripdons of mcn^ .alanners and alarmids« he 
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need net ^»te which were in ft 6 i: the worft; if 4 ie latter tneant* 
wdl, in dhsir eflR;fis, at Icaft, tfiqr were as dangerous as the others*' 
Much has been faid on the dai^r cX a Repuhiioin Fiance: where' 
the fentimen^ of the greateft Statefinen had been bafBed* he would 
not give a decided opinion ; but as it was the fiihicm of Mitdfters 
continually to haaard opinions, he alfo would hazard hisi he 
thought the beft Government for France, and which would be even- 
tuiHy mod advantageous to diis country, would be a republican 
fbederal Government, fuch as that of America : widi fuch a Go-* 
vemment, we ihould have more fecurity for peace, than under aiy * 
Monarchy. It was chimerical to look ibr the relhnatlon of Mo*’ 
narchy ip France. Thofe who thought a coronatioii the cure (dt 
all political evil, likened the date of that countr)' to our own pre¬ 
vious to the redoratinn. He faw not the mod didant points of 
dmilHrit)% Cromwell had but little alienated property. The 
great bulk of the fortunes of this country dood unimpaired and un- 
fequedered. The kingly power was therefore Aeoeflary ; it 
the centre of union and the conlblidation of intereds. But no 

* • 

ber man could imagine, for a moment, if France were bn«ught to-' 
morrow to accept a Sovereign of our dictation, tliat any thing like^ 
redoration and reditiition of property could ever now be made. The 
whole body of wealth had lb totally padfed away from its originaf 
polfedbrs, that nothing like this rccompencc could ever be made. 
After the fate of the fcveral propodtiuns svhich had, in the courlc 
of the fedion, been fubmitted to the Houfe by the noble Lords wIk» 
agreed vrith him on political fubjedts, and by himfelf, he could 
. not entertain the hope that the refoiutions prupofed that night by his 
noble friond (the Duke of Bedford) would be agreed to \ but he 
hf^'d, and believed, that the difculHun would induce the moderate 
body of the people at large, whicli condituted the real power of the 
State, to adcmble in a legal manner in the courfc of the dimmer, 
and expi'efs their decided opinion on the evils under which we la¬ 
boured in proTccuting a war, the motives and grounds of which 
had been fo often changed by Miniders, and the termination of 
which appeared lb didant. And he was convinced that the diong 
voice of the governed would produce upon the governing tlic falutary 
elFccl which it mud always be attended with, that of awakening; 
them to the true intereds of the people. His I^ordihip advcitti 4 'to 
die iinratbn of the allied armies on the Continent, whichi ho 
mmntained, were unable to fubjugate France ; it having appeared, 
by experience, that the veteran troops of Audria and P^ta, coiv^ 
dueled by the ableft Generals of die s^, had bech inadequate to 
the attempt of conquering men who were iiifiarcd witli the love of 
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^ of country^- At to the EoglUb tioopt on tfac; 
&ntinent, the devaj(ltdon among them im^t he conodved^ fmm 
d&c fed) that boys of fixteen years of age were Captains of cavaliy i 
tiuit to replace dhe fineft body of troops of that defctijAiirm, which 
perhaps the world ever faw, were lent out horfes which had never been 
i^dden, and men that never rode. From the moft mature and dif> 
pnflkxnate confideration he could ^ve the condud of Minifters, he 
drought it of fuch a rath and unjuttitjable nature) that if he had 
any perfonal animoOty to them) he could not with them in a more 
infemous down-hill path to rain than that they were proceeding in ; 
1^ pxppf would it be for the country) if th^ were only likely to 
fuflfer tor this mifeondud » but if the fame prodigality thould be 
perfifted in, fo that the refources of the country thould be exhauft- 
as was not unUkely, the ruin would be general) and diere was 
no Individual but muft fuder. The noble Marquis then tbted the 
immenfe refources for carrying on the war, wluch were potTeifed by 
the French. Ho faid, ^at unfortunately the prefent campaign 
siuft now be indulged to fpcculation \ but the refources of the coun¬ 
try had already been drained beyond what they could bear, and he 
anfontly helped that hodilitieS) whurh dedro)cd our bed inteiedS) 
would be purfued no longer) and that the prefent perlbus experi¬ 
ment would be the lad. He concluded by faying, that he thought 
a motion of adjournment the mod odious way of difinidii^ the fub- 
je^, a mode which Miniders would not have adopted, had not the 
refidudons been fuch a:* they could not negative, and they dared not 
^dmit. 

X>ord GRENVILLE felt it unneceflaiy to enter much upon a 
fubjcfl which was fudained by no new grounds of argmqpnt, and 
i^n* which the Houfe had fo frequently decided. Ifo thought it 
however, to counteiaft any impredion which the defponding 
fpeei^^ of feme noble Lords might podibly make upon the hopes 
ilBd'^iypedlation of the Public! For dtis purpofe he would curforily 
w quedion in three points of view. Fird, as it regarded our 
ofmp^mdve dtuatfoo witlt the enemy in the pmgrefs of the war. 
Secc^y, our refources in wealth and c(»nmerce, to oondnue it 
necedary. And Thirdly, the internal dren^ of this coun^ 
^contraded with that of its adverfary. Not to dwell for the ]»e- 
ufon the objefls of die war, whidi mud ever depend upon, 
chan|W with circumdances, the leading purpofe at every time 
be me artainment of fecure and permanent peace. This was 
which ^ Government of Fnnce, ever fince die com- 
: of hoddideS) had conibuitly put it out of our power to 
If we ha^ptored into any negopiation with the perfona 
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'vho ]ffar«pncili^ the po#pre of Oovermnent is 
eancMtionof Briflot and his confederates would’flmr us how d^ofevt 
and vain fuch an attempt rtuife prove. By a bte prooeedii^ ^ dw 
Oonvention,^ would be maiufeft that die piefent Goveennumt waa 
aapncariousanduidttbftandalastiuitt^ittpredeGedcns; forBaimf^ 
in his RqKMt of the confjHnicy q{ his finriner colleague Dantca^ de>» 
clared that if lus arreft and eaecudtai had beenfufpended fer a dfi|^ 
day, die lives of the Committee of public fefety, as well aa thofe 
osf the Convention, would indubitably have been the Immediate WMt 
inevindde facrifice. So that dll the fadent mcaiihous fydem ten 
abfidutely overthrown, there was no authority with which wa could 
treat with any degree of fafety. But independent the radical hut* 
perfe^ion of fuch a Government, die prefent rulers Ihewed ib invcHr 
terate a malignity to this country, that it would be folly to rdycMT 
the (incerity of thiur intchtbns, if indeed England had not too mtldb 
at (take to admit of any compromife. When a noble Manpat 
(Lanfdownc) faid, that the Peers of oppofition Were not lilaely tw 
facrifice their property to the wild plans of revolution, the nOUe 
Marquis might have afkcd himfelf, whether the Govcmmeitt, and 
the great body of Parliament, might not alfo have fome fcdii^ of 
the fame kind i Whether they had not fome little abilities too i And, 
whether there were not amot^ them fome entitled to the charadfer 
of integrity. He would not unnecefianly detun them with any rev 
marks on our comparadvc fituation m the progrefs of the war. Tile 
flighted view would ihew th*!! our advances were fuch as had never 
been eKceeded in any 6rfl campaign with which our hidory was ae* 
quainted. But he was anxious to come to a circumdance mentioned 
in the debate, which was certainly of a luture that he litde expected 
to hear. He meant the indudry which was fuppofed to be ufed by 
His Majedy’s fervants to keep back the name of General Fox, or 
fupprefs that good opinion wliich hfs country ou^t to entertain of hb 
fcrviccs. He profeiTed himfelf totally uninformed refpedting thofe 
. papers which Lord Lauderdale referred to; but in die autheidic ae» 
counts fent over by the lUudnous/ Commander in Chief, under 
whom General Fox ferved, he was mentioned with that eukgf 
whidh his gallant condird called for; and there was nothii^ whicli 
the Miniders of His Majedy woidd more defjafe, than the meannefe 
of underradng the General’s fervices, cm account of the polidcai dfif* 
ferences th^ mi^t have with any of hb connexions at home. lor 
the conduX of eveiy war, a nad<m mud reafonably expeX to meet 
wfthfome of its viciflitudes, and with only this abatement, we could 
ndy witb axdidcnce on the fuperiority of fldU and difeipBiie in our« 
folders gad ofBeeiSy wbich fearedy fidl of producing t fucoebdil if* 
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ibe tofTie mntffl. If irt looked to foreign ficquiticknnj oar (tdvaii' 
ty vr^ir unboundied. In the Weft Indies we had conqtkered al-' 
alt that the enemy poftefted in thofe quarters, and which for* 
wteAy fomifhed them with great refources for war. the £aft,' 
we niuft perceive, ftiat not a place vras left whtdi France could call 
her own; and tills was a fuftictent argument to Ihew our maritime 
and commercial fuperiority. The trade of thofe diftant dependencies 
would pour new ftreanis of wealth into die lap of Greit Britain, and 
liich Was at this moment the ftouriftitng ftate of uur commerce and 
our credit, however expendve and unavoidibly fo the continuance 
of' the war had been, foat the nation hitherto had felt little incun- 
wenience from its preiTtne. In contrail with this picture he placed 
Ae miforaMc condition of France, its def|ierate refources, annihi¬ 
lated commerce, and ruined revenues. All property m that country 
was perfo£tly deftroyed. A decree of the Conventitui would (liow, 
that no man in France could poiFcfs a property of more thin ?ool, 
amraal income; nor was there any reafon to doubt that fuch a decree 
would be enforced with all the rigour and injuftiee m which it hid 
originated. As to the extent of the dtfafflchon which prev liltd in 
France to the exiftii^ Qovernment, that from the uncertainty of the 
iiel, and die impc^ibility of obtaining any prtcife ftatement, he was 
willing to own, miift be matter of opinion: but to men pofleifed of 
foelings, and fenfible of the advantages and oimforts ot any focial 
wder, it would be a fair inference, that the difaffoclion muft be very 
CRtcnfive. It might not be vtry eafy to afeertain the number of 
■ten in anns againft the Convention, but the letters of its ovv n 
Commiftkincrs would expliin, that in all the north weft provinces 
diere was foarccly an individual man who owned any ob« hence to 
Ae paefont oppn iTors. If the feelings of the Houfe could bear the 
recitals, even fuch as thofe were which reached us of the horrid carn¬ 
age every day committed at Lions, Toulon, and other piovinces of 
France, it would not admit of a doubt but the majoi trv ot the peo- 
|rfe fek their fhocking fituation, and w'cre only preventi'd by their 
fears of immediate puniftimcnt and death from uniting to overthrow 
■ tyranny which in the nature of things muft be of (hoit duration 
Thus circumftanced, it tnuft of courfc be exposed tlut the caufc of 
Ac allies would be greatly aftifted in the interior of France, and the 
fioinbm who now were fubmiftivc under the influence of terror, 
WDtdd readily co-operate with us whenever they had a profpedl of 
fiiceefs. Flattering as this pro^ieift of affairs muft be, he was ready 
to adn^t, that if the view was totiUy reverfed, and our circum- 
Aaaces as bad as any man could paint them, he would ftill perfevere 
iiiti^if^the cffctft of war, and rely upon the fpirit of Britixis, to 
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hazard a laft efibrt, and bravely in arin«) ratlier thin refign 
at the feet of tlveir aifailants the incilitnable advantages of order and 
civilization., Finding on the other hand, that wc had every thing 
io t^r favour to infptrc confidence of fuccefs, he would refill any 
motion whichVould have no other efiedlthan deprefiing. the courage,- 
of the people, fwelling the pride of our enemies, and iidlnuattng a 
fpirit of difirufi and difunion amongfi our allies. 

Lord AUCKLAND after a few words in explanation, moved 
an amendment to his former motion, theeffet^lof which would be, 
that the quefiiun fiiould be put for an adjournment to Monday inllead 
of to-morrow. He declined making any reply to the fpcech of the- 
Marquis of Lanfdownc, as their opinions upon the whole of this 
great fubjciEt were fo radically and diametrically o{)pofite, that it 
would be quite impolTible for any argument or difeufliun toreconetis' 
t] cn. 

'I'hc Duke of BEDFORD exprefled himfelf unwilling to occupy 
at fo late an hour much of their Lordlhips time in reply, and par-^ 
ticularly as he faw, from the tendency of the fpoxrhes againft his 
motion, tliat no profpciR opened for a termination of the war. It 
nvght be true, that at prefent tlie people felt not the preiTurc of thofe 
burdens which the nation vras incurring, but it mull alfo be obferved 
thait the time would come when their feelings would inevitably be 
excited, and when their indignation againfi the Minifiers wliowefft 
the caufc of the calamity', might unfortunately break out with a vio¬ 
lence that would operate to the general confiifion of the country. 
There were many of the mcafiires of Adminifiration for whiclrhe 
allowed them every merit, nor would he now impugn the motives 
altogether of their conduct; but he wilhed them to rcflc£l ferioufly 
upon thoC; dangers to which they were expofing their country. The 
profpc<5l of peace was difmal and difiant indeed, if w'e were only to 
look for it in the ilTue of a war, which was to exterminate twenty- 
five millions of people. He fcuutcd the idea of deriving fecurity 
from any particular form of Government being veiled in any parti¬ 
cular fet of men. Give a great nation fuch a peace as a great nation 
has a right tu exped and receive, and that would be the bell fecurity 
for its permanent continuance. From the language now held out, 
France was to confidcr. that it was to have no peace with this country 
at all, without conforming to our didlatcs with refpcdl to the f«t of 
Government it ought to adopt. He would not difputc but our troops 
migiit be much fuperior to the enemy in difciplinc, and our Generals 
' in Ikill, but lie difirulled their final fuccefs ngainfi k foe wlwfc 
numbers were incalculable. He alfo allowed that our foreign con- 
quclls in different parts of the globe rcflc<?tcd honour on our arms, 
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aid our Commanders; but he could perceive no fi>lid advantage In 
diofe acquifitions, but as diey might be made the inlhumentt of 
{noeuring the fdverdign objeA of a general peace. The modve 
wMch he had in giving to his refolutions the ihape in which they 
wem propofed, was, not to offend any of their Lorddiips by what 
might be deemed an improper interference with the rojral prerogative. 
He confidered the fenfe of the manufacturers to be againfl the war ; 
be could ibrefee no advantages that would accrue from its continu- 
ance, and wifhed to prevent thofe confequcnccs wluch might rrfult 
firom its impofing new taxes upon a people already burdened as 
much as they could bear. Without being anfwcrablc for the fuccefs 
of lus propoiitionsi he would confole himfelf with the refleCUon of 
bavii^ done his duty. As to the charge made againft liim, of 
tteatii^ the name of Barrere with too little refpeCt, he would only 
fay, that he fpoke of him as he felt. He approved the firfl revo- 
ludon, wluch promifed to redore liberty to France. The circum- 
fhtticcs that fince fucceeded it, excited his utmoft abhorrence, and 
be could not efltcem a man who was a leader in fuch tranfaCtions. 
But if he paid Barrere no compliment, he did not at lead difgracc 
him, when he placed him in the fame line of argument, whi^ he 
Biought it neceffary to apply to the Minifters of this country. 

The Houfe then divided on the quedion for an adjoummcait^ 
when the numbers were 

Contents * • > 82 

Proxies - - - 

Not>contents - - - - 15 


Majority 100 

Lift of die Minority in the Houfe of Lords on the Duke of Bed 

ftml's motion. 

Dukes of Bedford, Earls of Thanet, 

Norfolk, and Albemarle, 

Grafton, Egmont, and 

Mirq. of Lanfdowne, Stanhope. 

Earb of Guildford, Lords Chedworth, and 

Lauderdale, St. Tohxw 

Derby, 


No debate. 


Monday^ 7 ,d June. 
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Tuefdtiyt . ,■• ■ 

On die Statute Ivabour bill being read a third time» 

Earl STANHOPE objedlcd to the power wliich it gave to Juf- 
tices of the Peace; which povrer he called an arbitrary one, inaf. 
much as it all^med the Magiilrate to fliew that lenity to one man, 
which he might deny to another; and therefore he ihould move an 
amendment to alter that part of the bill. 

.. A (hort converfation enfued, in which the truth of thataflertion 
of Lord Stanhope was denied by Earl Spencer, Lord Auckland, 
and the Lord Chancellor. 

Eail STANHOPE, notwithl^anding, infifted on his motion being 
put, which, with fevetal other amendments by the fame noble Lord, 
were all negatived without a diviiiun, and the bill pafled, and was 
^ered w the Commons. 

Earl of LAUDERDALE.moved, that the Houfc be fummoned 
to attend their duty on Thurfday next.—Ordered. 

The Houfc adjourned to Thurfday. 

■ 

Thurfday^ ^th June. 

No debate, 

Friday^ (>tb June. 

The Earl of MARDWICKE prefented the following petition 
from Mr. Haflings, addreflld to their Lordfltips. 

** THAT it is with the greatefl; rcln<5iance and concern that your pe¬ 
titioner feels himfclt obliged once more to addrei's your LurdQiip> on tho 
fubjedV of this ioiig-dcpending trial. 

“ Your pttiiioner begs leave to lay before your Lordfliips, his well- 
founded appr?hcnfions, excited by the manner in which the geneial reply 
on the part ot the Managers is now evidently conducted, that fuch repljr 
is meant to'bc extended beyond the probable limits of the prefent felliun 

of Parliament. , , , . t > 

“ Your petitioner hopes he may be allowed to bring to your Lord;- 
fiiips’ recollcrtion, that the reply was, at the inflarce ol the Managers, 
adjourned over from the lall year, under the aflurance of an accelerated 
and early termination of it, and that the whose of the prefent feffion, 

• exce pt a finall interruption occ ifioncd by the examination oi the Marquis 
Cornwallis, has been employed by the honourable Managers. Not- 
withilunding rhar, your petitioner has, for the purpole of difpatch, itf 
addition to the fucrilices made for a limilar purpole in the lall yeafj, 
waved his right to obferve by his counlel on the new evidence adduced 

111 I"CDIV» 

« Your petitioner begs leave again to fuggcll to your Lordfliijr?, the 
unexampled duration of his trial, the indeliuite period to which it may 
/be Hill larther ptoirafcled, and the eatreme vexation and injury to \vhict» 
he would be «>lijeCled, if the intcniion on the part of his profccutor* 
iliotild be faffered to have cficCl. 
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** He implor«9» therefore, of your Lordfliiips* humanity and juflice, 
that fuch meaiurcs may be adopted un the part of your J.urufl-.ipj, a. may 
aiTurc to your petitioner the Ipcedy termination of this'painful a'nd'un- 

S arallclcd prt)CfL'ding; and farther, if need fluuiid be, that your Lord- 
lips will :;racio'ifly condrfeend, in fuch manner a to the wifJtim and. 
dignity of vour Lordlhips mt, fenn meet, to bcconie foitor-i to Hil 
goodne 6 in !)'s Ht-half, that the prefrnt lciIioiv<>f Parliament 
ipay be f’crmitted to continue till the reply on the i>arrot the lunour* 
able Managers for the Houle of Commons lliall be lull} and filially. 
doled. 

(Signed) W^ARREN HASTINGS.** 

WeJiminfter-haV, ^thyme^ 1794. 

Tile Houfe adjourned. 


Saturday^ *]th yiwe. 

LORD PRIVY SEAL (the Marquis of StalTord) brought up 
the Second Rejjort of the Con’mittce of Secrecy. 

The tide being read, the Report was ordered td be printed. 


PVednrJdayy i Xth yune. 

Lord GRENVILLE gave notice, that he (hould, on Fiiday the 
13 th, move a vote of thanks to Earl How’c, for his late glorious 
viflory over the French. His Lordfliip alfo faid, that as in all 
probability there would be a full attendance of their Lordlhips on 
diat day, he ihould confider it as a prtrpcr opportunity to take into 
cu£tlideration the Report t>f the Secret Committee. 

. The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, as there might probably arife 
a debate on both thofc fubjetSls, he (hould advife the noble I.Kjrd to 
appoint feparate days for the difcuflTion of each. 

. Lord GRENVIJ.LE could not conceive how it was pofllble for 
any noble Loid lo have an objcdlion to tliank our naval cpmmandcr 
and his gallant officers for their iroft fplcndid vi£loiy over the ene¬ 
my, or whit fpccics of argument could call fuch a propofition into 
Rebate; and, as he could have no idea of a dilfent to what he (hould 
pw'pofe, he (liould not follow the noble Earl’s advice. 

' The Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, he wifhed the Houfe would 
not feparate with a wrong impreiTion of what he had faid; it was 
very far from his inten' ion, and he believed from the intention of 
every Member of the Houfe, to make any oppofition to the vote of 
thanks to Earl Howe, &c.; it was undoubtedly well merited, and 
would arife from the gratitude every man of this country muft be 
imprelTed with fur their great fervices ; but it was equally neceifaiy 
to expedl, that fomc Members of the Houfe might take that oppor- 
tuiiity to comment on die events of the war, which migjit pc^ibly 
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bring on a de^te.. on which account he wifhed a day mi^t be ap 
poihted for thit purpofe iilone. 

Lord GREMVILLE replied, that the vote of thanks was not 
connc< 5 )ed with the nicrits of the war. 

*rhe LO ^!0 CHANCELLOR put the qucAion to adjourn. 

Thurfdayt 1 2th Jukc. 

No debate. 


Fridnyy i yb yurte. 

Lord GRENV'ILLE r^fe, he fud, in conf.’qiience of the notice 
which he hid the honour of giving their Lonlhips on Wednefdav* 
of his intention of moving the thanks of their Lordflilps to Lord 
H >wc. This was a fubjetit upon which he was furc fuch perfect 
unanimiry mu^ prevail, any attempt on his part to expatiate upon 
the circumftances atten-.iing the late glorious vitlory obtained by His 
M ijefty’s fleet under the command of that able an 1 gallant Admiral, 
would be perfc.'^ily unneceflTiry. He conltl not, however, avoid fay¬ 
ing, that when all the circumflances of the late engagement were 
conflJered, it would be found to be one of the moil gloiious to this 
country of anv that are to be found in its nival hiftory ; for, exclu- 
fivc of that determ’ned courage which has always charaCtcrifed the 
Englifh feamen, there was a degree of Ikill and fcicncc difplayed by 
the noble Lord that never was exceeded iqwn any former oecafion. 
Thus much his feelings had prompted liim to fay ^ and he flxould 
conclude with moving, 

That the thanks of the Honfe be gii'en fo Admiral Earl Howe, for 
the innxirtanc ferviccs rendered to hi' country, by bis able and gallant 
conduasa the vWory obtained by the fleet under liis cuininand, over 
Che French fleet, on the ill of June, 

* It may be proper that fome account of this memorable viAory, the 
moll brilliant and complete ever atchieved in the annals of the Lritilh 
navy, fliuuld accompany thi'< teflimnny of the approbation uf Parlia¬ 
ment, and it caiiiot be better recorded than in the words of tVie 
gallant Admiral £aii Howe, in his letter, iiiiertcd in the London 
Gazette Extraordinary ot June lo, 1794. 

Admh'uhy'Office^ June to, 1794. 

Sir Ro^er Curtis, firfl: Captain to Admiral Earl H.jvvt, arrived this 
ereningwith a difpatch from his Lordfliip to Mr. Stephens, of which 
the tbUuA'ing is a copy ; 

^ur'Jt Charlotte^ at Sea, y^nt ?, t794> 
Ljbantf £. half A'. 140 leagues^ 

SIS, 

Thinking it may not he necefllary to make a more particular report 
itf my proceedings with the licet >or the prclcut inlunnatiou ol the 
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^ ThM tlife thflAks hf the Hovtfe be given to Rear-AJmiwIe TTomJ^ 
Greaves, Cornw'all, Pafley, Bowyer, and Sir R, Curris, and to all the 
Captains and officers of the fleet, for their brave and gallant bchavioinr 
during tbat engagement: 


Lords Commiffi ners of the Admiralty, I confine my communications 
ch.etly, in thi> dirpatch to the occurrences when in prel'ence of the 
enemy yellerday. 

Findipp, on my return ofFBreft on the (Qtb paft, that the French fleet 
had, :i few d.iys before, put to feu; and receiving, on the fame evening, 
advices Irom Rear-Admiral Montagu, 1 deemed it requifite to endeavour 
to form a junction svith the Rear-Admiral as fuon as puffible, and pro¬ 
ceeded immediately for the flation on which he meant to wait fur the 
Return of the Venus. 

But having gained very credible intelligence, on the a ill of the fame 
month, whereby > had rcafun to fuppofe the French fleet was then but 
h few leagues farther to the wcllvvard, the courlc before fleered was altered 
uccordingly* 

On the morning of the 38th, the enemy were difeovered far to wind¬ 
ward, and partial adtions were engaged with them tbat evening and the 
next day. 

The weather gage having been i*btaincd in the progrefs of the laft- 
mentioned day, and the fleet being in a rituation for bringing the enemy 
ro clofe action the ifl inflant, the fltips bore up together fur that purpofe, 
between feven and eight o’clock in the morning. , 

The French, their torcc conlifling of twenty-fix fliips of the line, op- 
pofed to His Majefl\*s fleet of twenty-five (the Audacious having parted 
vompany with the flernmofl fiiip of the cncmy*s line, captured in the 
night cf the zSth) waited for the adliuu, and fuftained the attack with 
their cuflomary refulutiun. 

In let’s than an hour after the clofe adlion commenced in the centre, 
the French Admiral engaged by the (^iccn Charlotte crowded off, and 
was followed by moll of the Ibips of his van in condition to carry /ail 
lafrer him, leaving with us about ten or twelve of his crippled or totally 
difiiufled lliips, cxclutive of one funk in the engagement. The Queen 
Chdi lotto had then lofl her fore topmafl, and the main topmafl fell over 
the fide veiy loon after. 

The greater number of the other fliips of the Britifli fleet were, at this 
time, fo'inucb dilabled or widely feparated, and under fuch'circumflances 
with relpe£l to thofc fliips of the enemy in a ftate of a£lion, and with 
which the firing was flill continued, that two or three,,even of their 
difmantled fliips, attempting to get away under a fpritfiiil fingly, or 
fmaller fail raifed on the flump of the foremaft, could not be detained- 

Seven remained in our pufleffion, one of which, however, funk before 
the adequate affiflance could be given to her crew; but many were 
fared. 

The Brunfwick, having lofl her mixen-mafl in the action, and drifted 
to leeward of the French retreating fliips, was obliged to put aw'ay large 
to the northward from them. Not feeing her dialed by the enemy, m 
tbat predicamcnr, I flatter tnyfelf, flic may arrive in faftty at Plymouth. 
All the other twenty-four fliips of His Majefly^s fleet I'e-aflembled later 
in the day, and 1 am preparing to return with (hem, as foon as the cap- 
tuftd fliips of the enemy arc fccured, for Spitbead. 
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That the Houfe docs highly approve of the condtifl of the fcamcn, 
iblJicrSf and inurtncby onboard the fk-ct; and that the ofilccrs of their 
rcfpe<‘t,vc (Ijips do coinmunicatc the fatns to them ; And, 

That the Lord Chancellor do communicate the thanks of the Houle to 
JEari liowe< 


The material inpvy to His Majefty’s fljipe, I underhand, is confined 
principa'iiy to their malts and yards, which I conclude will be Ipeedily 
replaced. 

1 have-not ycr been able to colle.'^ regular accotmrs of the killed and 
wounded to the diHcrcntlhips. Capt.iin Muntagu ib the only officer of his 
rank who tell in the action. The number of both dclcriptions, 1 hope, 
will prove imall, the nature of thc/t'crvicc contidered; but I have the 
cenerra of being cibligcd to add, the fame fuSjeft, that Admiral 
Orctives has received a wound in the arm, and that Rear-Admirals 
Bovvyer and I'aiioy, and Captain Huit, of the Qijeen, have each hud a 
leg taken tdi’; they are, however, (I have the tiiiistactiou to hear) in a 
favourable flare under thofe inish'riunos. In the captured fliips the 
Duinbor^ of ki.l-'d and wounded .tppear to be very coniiderable. 

Though 1 flial! have, on the fubjeft of thefo different a/itions of the 
enemy, diflinguiflicd examples hereafter to report, I prefume the deter¬ 
mined braviry ot the icveral ranks of otKcers and the fhips companies 
empl lytd under my authority, will have been already fuiiicicncly dc- 
iiot.'d by the etkift of tlu-ir fpiritrd exertions ; and, I truft, I fhall be cx- 
cuft'd t.ir poltponing the more detailed narrative of th? other traufactions 
ot thefhet thereon, tor being communicated at a future opportunity; 
more cfpeclally as my firft Captain, Sir Roger Curtis, who is charged 
with tilt;' difpatch, will be able to give the farther information the Lords 
Cominiilioncrs of the Admiralty may at this time requtiv. It is incum¬ 
bent on me, nevcrtliclcfs, now to add, that I am greatly indebted to 
him ior his councils as well as conduct in every branch ot my oiEcial 
duties : and I have liiiiilar affiftance in the late occurrences, to ackuow* 
ledge of my fccond Captain, Sir Andrew Douglas. 

I am, with great cor.lideration. Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervaut, 

HOWE. 


P. S. The names and force of the captured French flilps with the fleet 
is tranlmittcd herew ith. 


Li/l of French Jbipt captured on the iji day of Jnne^ *794* 


La Jude — — 

Sans Pareille — 

L’Amcrica •— 
L’Achille — — 

Northumberland — 
L’lmpetueux ■— 

Vcngcur — — 

diately upon being taken polTeilioD of. 



8o Guns. 
So 


74 

74 

74 

74 

74 


funk almofl Imme- 


N. B. The fliip flared to have been enptureJ on the evening of the 
aSth of kfl month, is faid ly ttie pidouers to he the Rcvoluuonoire vH 

1*0 guns. 
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Lord GRENVILLE faK!, tliat with refped to this laft motion, 
he wl(he:l to obfirvc, that it certainly would be more gratifying to 
the Houfe to hive an opportunity of declaring their fentimenis to 
the noble Admiral perfonally in his place, but the prefent iituation 
of afTairs would render his abfence (kom the fleet ^lifremely incon- 
venUnt; and therefijre he thought it would b*: better to have the 
thanks of the Houfe tranfmitted by the Lord Chancellor. 

The Duke of GRAFTON faid, that he knew the orders of tlic 
Houfe did not require that any motion (hould be feconded: if they 
did, he fhould have been zealous to have the honour of ftanding 
forward upon this oocaHon. He could not, however, avoid faying 
a few words upon this fubjedl. He had had the honour of living 
in habits of the greateft intimacy and friendihip with the noble Ad¬ 
miral for a period of above thirty-five yfiirs, and during that whole 
rime, he hul fopned but one opinion of him, which was, that cx- 
clufivc of his valuable qualities as a man, he was moft eminently 
diftinguiflied as a fiatefman, a foaman, and a hero. If he were to 
attempt, up(.»n thfs occafion, to call to the recollrdliun of the Houfe, 
the various important ferviccs performed by the noble Lord for his 
country, his want of abilities to deferihe them might perhaps take 
from the luflrc which belonged to tljem: he could net, however, 
avoid juft mentioning fomc of the many glorious exploits performed 
by die noble Lord, wiiich inuft for ever enfure to him the gratitude 
of his country. I'he fldll and braver)* difplayed by him in the w'ar 
before the laft, when he brought the Magnanim.e, which he then 
commanded, clofc to a fort on thic Iflc of Rhe, and ftlenced it, was 
an aft which at that time excited die admiration of the whole 
kingdom. When aftcrwanls he acted, tt^ether with the late Admi¬ 
ral Kepi)c], under the celebrated Lord Hawke, in the engagement 
on the coalt of France with Mcnticur dc Conflans, he condufted 
himfelf in fucli a manner as to receive from Lord Hawke the moft 
diftinguifticd marks of approbation. Pafling over a variety of other 
important fcrviccs, he fliould come to a period when Lord Howe 
had ,1 command in America laft war ; and here he would venture to 
fay, that if his cunduft in that fcrvice was tried by the tefts of truth 
and candour, the refult would be highly to his honour. He came 
now to a circumftance which excited the aftoniftiment and admi¬ 
ration of all Europe, and was alone fufficlcnt to rank him among 
the flrft fcamcn this country ever produced —he meant, the relief of 
Gibraltar, in the face of the combined fleets of France and Spain, 
which were at that time more in number by one third than his own. 

. It was upon this occafion that the great Frederick of PruflTia paid his 
tribute of approbation to Lord Howe, in a letter which he fent him 
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through the. medium of his Minlflcr at this Court. If any more 
was ricceflary to eftablifli the charadler of this gallant Admiral, it 
only remaini'd to mention his lali glorious victory, by which the 
navil fujieriority of England was clearly afccrtained. His Grace 
faid, he was fure there was not one noble Lord in that Houfc-— 
nay more, thdl^^iere was not one True Briton, who did not feel 
the utmofl gratituH^to the noble Lord for his important Icrvices; 
and if it could be fai^of any man, it ijiight be faid of him, ** He 
may read his hiftory in a mition’s tycs,” 

The Duke of BEDFORD alfo perfedily a;;rccd with the motions 
and praifes of the noble Earl, becaufc he did not think they were 
ever more deferved. That the ^S\ory was a great and glorious 
one, every man would chenrfully bear his teflimony ; and to him it 
was doubly fo, becaufc he had his hopes it might be the caufc of 
leading to a peace. The French would and mufV Ire convinced by 
it, that they were by no means a match for the Britidi Tailors on that 
element wlu rc they had fo long maintained the fuperiority ; as our 
Minifters, he trufted, would fliortly admit the folly of pcrfcvcring 
in an cxpcnfivc foreign campaign. Wherever England had ailed 
in this her proper fphcrc, flic had been uniformly fucccfsfol, in the 
Eail, in the Weft Indies, and in this l.ift aclion; if wc had caufe 
to regret a failure any wh.orc, it was on the Continent, this clearly 
proved the abfurdity of a Q^iixotic campaign in Flanders, and, h« 
hoped, would induce M'nifters to triift more to what w'as the real 
bulwark of the nation i tliaf was futiicient to prorcil us abroad, and 
preferve us from dangers at home. 

Lord LAUDERDALE faid, that he felt himfclf hound to fay a 
few w'ords, to prevent any mifconcepiion of what had fallen from 
him when the Secretary of S ate gave notice of this motion. He 
was afraid he might be fuppofed to have intimated fomething like an 
idea of oppofing tliis motion, than which nothing could be farther 
from his intention. The conduct of the noble Lord who was the 
fubje.^ of this motion, had been fuch as to render it iinpofliblc for 
an idea of that kind to enter into the contemplation of any man in 
that Houfe, or in the kingd<mi. So far from oppofing, he wdlhcd 
to be among the foremoft in congratulating the noble Admiral, upon 
the glorious event. Whether, confidcring the fcrvice upon which 
Lord Howe was fcn% and the immenfe importance it was of to this 
country, a fiithcicnt force had been allowed him, was a point which 
he would not then confidcr ; but even if the force were infufticient, 
however blame might attach clfewltcrc, it mull tend to increafe the 
glory obtained by the noble Lord. He entertained the fame fenti- 
ments as tlic noble Duke upon this occafion ; he was pcrfcdlly ready 



F A R LX AIW K N T A RY 




Ai i79l» 


to thank the noHe Earl, and all the officers and rnenb^ whoTeeir-* 
crtions this great and glorious vi€ioiy had been gained, ai^ he (hoi|14 
not now call to the rccoilcdlim of the Houfe, the extent of the fotce 
under the command of this noble Earl, or fay any thing on the pro¬ 
bable adequacy of it at the time it was font upon the fervice which 
It had itnee fo fortunately performed ; thefe were^pdnts which ho 
ihould wave for the prefent. . He‘Tutl«*-ibcd e^?Tely to the vote of 
tlwnks ; but he begged to be underftood usjfxprelTing a .hope that 
good ufe would be made or the vidtoiy we had gained, which was 
that of procuring peace. He maintained that the idea of conquering 
France for the purpofe of efliablifliing a forrti of Government was 
not now more rational than at'any other period, and wc ought now 
to take leave of it for ever. people of this country had never 

had any fuch extravagant dclircs, they wdfticd to fee our fuperiority 
kept up at fca, hut as to any conqueft of ours over the French by 
land, they alFedled die people but (lightly. Nothing could demon- 
Rrate this more readily, than referring to the fentiinents of the peo¬ 
ple at large. Our fiiccofs at Valenciennes, and feme other events 
by larhl, was received with pr*.tty general inJiffercncc; but when 
the news of the victory of our grand fleet arrived, every heait beat 
with rapture, and every countcinncc fparklcd wiih joy ; this ought 
to teach Governmen* the genuine remiments of the people. He 
was confident they now all felt that this country is entirely out of 
all danger, thcrefi re an attempt at conquering France would be un- 
ncec(r;r/ and fo liiTi, even admitting it to be poiribic. He there¬ 
fore hoped ihat while we \vcre thanking brave men as tliey juftly 
iiterircd, fuch u!Vs would be made of the viclory they had gained, 
as would he of beiscfit and advantage to this ctusntry at large. 

Loid Vifeo'int SYDNEY agreed in every thing that had been 
£iid to the htmour of the charadler of the n«)blc Earl, undr r w hofe 
Command this glorious victory rvas gained ; he followed the noble 
Duke who had brought forward ii>n;c inflanccs in which th.is great 
f>fFiccT hatl difiinguiflied himfelf, and agreed in the general conclu- 
fion dniwn from thorn all, that the noble Earl had given many 
proofs of a great aivl able offieer. He rejoiced as mueh as any 
man at this great and iArportant victory; he thtrught it would anfwer 
the purjjofc to which victories ought always to be applied, the ob- 
tainment of j^ace ; he thought this vit^lory tended very much to 
place; but he mufl obferve, that peace was to be made, not by 
abandoning the var, but by fighting our enemies by fea and land ; 
ndt by making a falfe efiiinntc of our own ftrength, or of the 
ih'cngth of the eivmy, bat by folltjwing the example of the gallant 
Commander iheir Lorrdlhips were now .about to thank ; be wiffied 

I 
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m to join oinniinou^ •» Idea, and Mow up die exantote of 
one of the greateft men that ever Bved, Admiial Howe, and vre 
may hope for a glorious peace. 

The Duke of CLARENCE faid, that after fo mai^ noble 
Lords had their fentiments upon this fubje<ft, the Houfe would 
forgive him iN^^e^iled^ a moments upon their attentioti« 
By the late gloriouSs^ory obt^^d ^ Lord IIowc, the fuperiority 
of the EngUfti was erablrihcd, and he hoped would remain lb for 
eeer. He could not avoid obferving/that in the two laft warsp as 
well as upon the prefent occaPon, when the fleets of England and 
France met upon equal terms, tiy fiipcnor flcill and ftcadinefs of 
the Englilh were always mdl^jfeft^: this affertion was proved by 
diree great naval vidories; me firft in the wmt before the laft^ 
when Lord Hawke gained fo glorious a victory over M. dc Con« 
flans i the fecond in the laft war, when Lord Rodney, on the me¬ 
morable 1 2th of April, fo completely defeated the French in the 
Weft Indies; and the third was the inftance which they were then 
celebrating. He regarded tiiis laft adl of hiN LoKllhip’s, as one of 
the greateft that ever took place in the hiftory of the country. He 
concluded by faying that he would not at prefent make any obferva- 
tions on what had been faid by a noble Earl rcfpedling the internal 
Government of a neighbouring country- 

The order of the ilay was then read, foi taking into confidcnrion 
the Report of the Secret Committee. The tiilo of tlic Report being 
read, 

Lord GRENVILLE rofc and fed, he fi.d not think it neceflary 
that the whole of the Report fliuuld be re id to their Lordfliips, bc- 
caufc he was fure that every noble Lord had rcid it over with that 
attention which a fubjedlof fueh magnitude and importance required. 
He hoped, that, having read it, he ftiould And but one opinion in 
the Houfe with rtfiKrcl to the mcafure which he Ihould foci it his 
duty to prupofe. It would nrt be neceflary for him to occupy much 
of their Lordlhips’ time in fubmitting his rcafons for propofing at 
thisjundlure to cany an addjcfs to the bwt of the Throne, to aflure 
His Majcfty of their fteady .iiul lo).d fupport, bccaufe the Report 
itfclf contained the ftrongeft arguments tint could poflibly be oflered 
upon the fubje<ft. It could furcly be no lunger contended, that 
there did not cxift in this countiy a confpiracy, foe objedl of which 
wtas, under the fpecious name of a reform, to fubvert its Govern¬ 
ment, laws and religion. Fortunately the confpiracy was dlfcovered 
in time, their plans developed, and their intentions fruftrated. 
This confpiracy was the more dange|^, bccaufc it w'as not the 
^pCflru fi^of temporary difeontent, it w is nlH the unpicn dit.u<.d fuqr 
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of a tlioughtltirs mob, but it was a cool, deliberate, fyAematte plan 
to deftroy the Conflitution of England) and to fubftitute in its place 
the tyranny of France. From a perulid of the Report, it would 
appear that this plan had been carrying on by perfons in this coun¬ 
try* in conjuniSbon \iith others abroad, for more dian two years ; 
and they thought diey had biought^it to a Hate noidf ready to be 
carried into execution, wh(^ the whole wa^n^ppily difeovered. 
Their Lordlhips would findL that loon aft'^fthe deftrwSlion of the 
Moivarchy in France, a fyftem of corrflpondencc was eftablilhed 
betw'ccn certain clubs in this 'country avd the new Government in 
that. In NovemlMsr 1792) ^rmal aiFheifes were font from cer¬ 
tain Societies here to the Convcn];ion A France, and received regu¬ 
lar anfwers. Tlicfe Societies, coving their real dcHgns under the 
pretext of a reform in Parliament, took upon thcrafclvcs to declare 
to the French Government, that the people of Engl ind were anxious 
90 fhakc olF the yoke which opprclTed them, and to adopt the new 
fyllem of liberty, they tol<I them, that, however they might be 
kept from declaring their fciuimcnts, the majority of the Eiiglilh 
w«arc againd the Government. TKcii Lordfliips would perceive, 
tiut the Committee hid particularly deferibed that Society, which, 
by way of eminence, was called The London Correfponding S'x:iety. 
This Society feemed to have been formed of, or at lead to have 
been condutded by pcrCms in a higher fphere of life, and more cul¬ 
tivated talents, thin mod of the other Societies. It was through 
the medium of this Socuty that a corrcf|X)ndcnce was kept up between 
the other Societies in diiHn-nt parts of tht kingdom, and tliofc infa¬ 
mous and d( dru6Iivc principles circulated, which tend to the de- 
Aru^ion of all regular Government. Although the war between 
His Majedy and Franco interrupted the dirc^ correfixindence which 
before exided between the Societies here and thoft in Frahbe, it did 
not prt'vcnt tlie former fiom feeling a vciy drong intcred in the 
caufe of the French, nor from endeavouring, as much as they could, 
to judify every one of tlieir iiieafurcs, however liudilc to this rtuntiy. 
Having dilllininatcd their pernicious principles to aconliderable de¬ 
gree, and drawn many unthinking peifom to join them, it became 
necclTaiy to bring their principles into a(dion, and to reap the fruits 
of their labours. For this purpofe, they mentioned the propriety, 
and even nccciTity, of adopting the example of France, and call a 
General Convention, for the redrefs of grievances, and the refwma- 
tion of abufes. In purfuance of this plan, that meeting, which 
took the title of The Britidi Convention) met at Edinbuigh in Oc¬ 
tober 1793. His iiordihip faid, it would be wholly unnecefGuy 
£ir him to trace the whole of the proceedings uf this pretended Con-. 
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vention. Th^ were not fatisfied with adcipting Che deibtifthre prin* 
dples whidi have plunged France into defulation and rtiin, but thejr 
followed as fir as they could, the manner, and ufed the language of 
the French Convention. But all the eloquence and talents of the 
Members of'^ 5 * Convention oould never have enabled them to 
cany into effii6f ufcir infamous def^s: fomething more effectual 
was wanting, and that\^s arms. Tliir LorcUhips would fee traced 
out in the Report, the n^ans adoptai for the procuring of arms, 
and the nature of thofe ar^s. ConOOerable quantities of them were 
prepared, and would prol^ly fow have been brought into us, if 
it had not been for the provl ^gnti/ l difeovery made of their deiigns^ 
and the meafurcs taken to prevent them. His Lordfhip here wilhed 
to remark to the Houfe, the deliberate and determined fyftem with 
yfhlch thefe perfons purfued their infamous projc^l. It WKiuld be 
natural to fuppofc, that when fomc of the Mcnibcrs of die Con- 
tion w'cre taken up and punifhed with tranfportation, W'hen they 
knew they had offended againft the laws of their ooimtry, they would 
have been deterred by the examples, and have renounced fuch fedi- 
tious intentions; but the reverfe was the cafe. When die Con¬ 
vention was difperfed, their Committee of emergency immediately 
began to fit, and to communicate with all the Societies eftablilhed 
in different parts of the kingdom. He made this obferv'ation to 
flicw, that the danger ought not to be treated as light, nor the con- 
fpirators with contempt, bccaufe it appeared, that what they wanted 
in numbers and importance, they matle up by pcrtcvcrancc and 
boldncfs. Under all thefe circumflanccs, he hoped to fimi but one 
opinion among their Lordlhips. He was fure every one of them 1 
WOUI4 ftiind forward in the defence of the Conftitution of this court- 
try ; ami he was convinced, that, having perufed the Report, there 
could be no doubt entertained of the cxirtcncc of the confiwracy. 
He therefore hoped, that the addrefs vvhidi he meant to profipfe, 
would meet with the univerfal approbation of the Houfe. HU 


Lordlhip concluded by moving, 

*• That an humble addrefs be prefenfed to His Msijeftjr from the l^rds 
Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aflcmble 4 , informing His ^jefty. 
Sat they have taken into confideratbn his moft gracious-communication, 
relative to certain papers and tranfaftions, maitating agamft the 
fafetv and that they conceived it their bounden duty to lay before His 
®y Sieir fentinients. that they have feen with concern a tmtorpus 
an</leditiou8 confpiracy againft the authority of Parliament, 

S^r Conftitution. And that they have b^W fyfto- 

mSic p£ Mid^wickcd and deteftablc dcfigns, leading to all 
oUnardy, with a firm convidion that they were avowed, and on the 

^^T^SarLolSwps felt their gratitude for His Majefty’s patemtl. 

3^2 
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care to bring to exemplary punilbinent the aothorcand abettors of altfadi 
plans as are repugnant to the exifting Government, and that they wilh to 
veft additional powers in the Executive Government, to provide for the 
public tranquillity, relying on His Majcfty for the fappreflton legally of 
loch crimes; and that they were ready to give energy an^vigoor to that 
law b) which they arc prmedled, md-hy which theyoj^ey their liberties, 
and the prefervation of goodorde^ ^ 

Lord GRENVILLE thcla £iid, if this ylldrcfs fhould meet the 
appn^ation of their Lordlhiw, he (houl^ propofe, that it be fent 
to the Commons for their approbation, lin order that it ihould be 
prefented to His Majcfty as Ae^int a^refs of the two Houfes of 
Parliament. 

Loid ABINGDON faid, “ Your Lordfhips' Report from the 
Secret Committee having referred to projedls of the m<»rt dvfpcratc 
and ft^itious nature, refpciSling the Members of both Houfes of 
Parliament, I have, as a fpccimcn of this, in my hand, a letter 
addreifed to me from the town of Glafgow, incloftng the fpcech of 
a iKible Lord of this Houfe, which was printed, and in many tl\ou- 
fands, as it is faid, circulated there. Tl'hc fpcech is intiticd, “ A 
O^y of that moft exnaordinary Speech, delivered in the Houfe of 
Lords by the right honourable the Earl of Stuihopc, on Thurfday 
the 23d of January, 1794, for the reftoration of ix-acc, and ac¬ 
knowledging the French Republic.*’ And the letter is as follows: 
** Tills mtifl: excellent fpeech has been reprinted in Glafgow; many 
thoufands of it are now in circulation. Your ** llorfc Laugh" is 
marked, and will be properly attended to.” Your Jxirdfliips may 
remember, that when diis fpcech w'as made, I faid that the bell ar¬ 
gument in anfwer to k was, ** A good loud Horfc laugh.” It is 
for this anfw'cr then, diat I am, thank God! a marked maji; for 
who of your LordHiips, calling himfelf an Englilliman, that would 
not be proud of fudi a mark ? but I mention this now, not in ad- 
dreft to tliofe of your Lordfhips who have any refped for your ^wn 
honour and dignity, but in admonition to thofe Sans-Culuttc Lords 
of this Houfe, who, in carrying on their intrigues, and forming 
diair parties within thefc walls, arc as forgetful of thcmfclves as 
they are dead to the mifehief whicK they arc fo refponfibly the occa- 
iion of without thefe walls. And this, my Lords, 1 fay in con- 
Cem,{^8 well as in admonition.” 

Earl of LAUDERDALE faid, that having paid as much 
jis poftible to the Report, and to the Ipecch of the noble 
>f State, he expedod Ibmething like proofs of the ex« 
oonfpitacy, which would have fully warranted the pro- 
irryitig up to die Throne, the addrefa which 

Fiqq) all, however, that he lud hear£ ot feeii| 
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tfiere was no fuch evidence, nor any fufficient proof, dbat tfiere was 
fuch a confpira^. But if for a moment Minifters were to get tiic 
argument their own way, the fpcech of the noble Lord only went to 
a point that ou{:j^t to bring criminality upon thcmfelves, for fullering 
thi^ confpiracy to priced fo long was known to exiH, and 

for not taking the pro^^w fteps to nip iO'n tlw bud. Their fyftcm 
feemed to be to nurfc fcdiniim till tliey th^ght it ripe for punilhmcnt, 
that the credit of punilhii^ it fcvcrclw might be theirs, inllead of 
checking it upon the firft apwarance, ^d rendering its confcquenccs 
fo little to be dreaded as to ^>cnt any fears upon the fubje^l:, of 
the nccellity of any punilhmcnis«.i’^ll: bciidcs, his Lordfhip con¬ 
tended, that by agreeing to the addrefs, they were pledging them- 
felvcs unjudifiably to fupport fa^ls, upon >\hich no fort of evidence 
whatever had been laid before them. Ami what, of all things, he 
thought it became their Lordlhips to coufider ferioufl), was the in- 
juftice of which they were likclj to be guilty if this addrefs paffed, 
by prejudging the cafts of their fcllow-lubjedls who were now imprl- 
foned, and to be brought to trial, for fuppoftd ofTcnces connc^cd 
wdth this conlpiricy. On this point their Lordfliips ought to con- 
fult die dignit)' of thiir characters, as a Court of Judicature, which 
ought to prevent them from coining to any refolution that could 
pofiibly influence juries, or aifeCt the intcreft*" of thofe unfortunate 
perfons when their trials came on , jnorc paiticiilarly as they might 
aftcrw'ards come by appeal or writs of eiror, before that Houfe, for 
a final dcciiion. 'I'hc noble Eail then iccnrrcd to die proceedings 
of the Weflminfler meeting, and other fiinilar meetings, held in 
the year 1780, for the exprefs and avowctl piirpofis of dcCling de¬ 
legates, and appointing meetings to t.ikc into confidcration certain 
grievances ; to projiofc remedies, and in tv try fenfe of die word to 
overawe tlie Parliament, in a muih llnnigtr dcgice, and with more 
violent ^xprelTions, than any that apjx.'artd in the Report. To cor¬ 
roborate his obfervations on this point, he read the minutes and re- 
. folutions entered into at that time, and called the attendon of the, 
Houfe to the names of thofe who attrndal them ; it would be found 
that they were not men of a defeription low and inconfidcrable, but 
fume of the firft charadicrs in die kingdom in jjoint of rank, influ¬ 
ence and property, viz. the Duke of Portl md, Marquis of Rocking¬ 
ham, Earl of Derby, right honourable Thomas Townlhcnd, and 
many others equally rcfpcdlablc. He contended that thefo proceed¬ 
ings at that time were far more violent than thofe of any of the So- 
1 cietics of the prefent day, and diat the avowed purpofc of them was 
conduift of Parliament in a much more determined 
* way j and yetUic Legiflature had not thought fit to take any notice 



PARLIAMENTARY 


39S 


A« 1794* 


of them at all. Notwithfianding the forbearance of the Executive 
Government at that dmc, it never had been known that-any harm 
refulted fiom thefe proceedings ; on the contrary, the country had 
never experienced a more unexampled and peaceably {late of profpe> 
rity, than it did for a coniidpt^e time afterwards. His L^dlhip 
then contrailed and pointed^t the inconlid^fiq^ that appeared be¬ 
tween the Reports of the Vwo Houfes of Parliament, and Rated 
wherein the contradi( 5 tions wre; he copcffcd he was rather inclined 
to think, that moft attentiorel had been paid to the drawing up of 
the Report in the other Hoiife.S It Rated by the one, that the 
firft appearance of thofc pra6liciis«^£dinburgh, commenced at a 
meeting of the Britifh Convention, in 1793, whereas the other 
laid particular Rrefs tipnn two former meetings, which took place in 
1792. The noble Lord concluded his f|jecch by giving hlsdiiTent 
to the addrefs. The noble Secretary of State frequently alluded to 
diofe who were called LoyaliRs in France, and he Rated their num¬ 
ber to be confiderable, from the Rrong methods adopted againR them 
by the Committee t>f Public Safety; and he wt»uld afk, might not 
Roberfpierre and Barrerc draw the fame conclufions from thefe 
fpeeches and Reports of confpiraclcs here, and muR not the French 
nation conRder the alTuninccs of the noble Secretary of State better 
authority than the deputation from any club whatever ? BcRdes thefe 
principal objections, he contended there was a material dlRerence 
between their Report and the one made by the Committee of the 
Houfc of Commons; and he alfo conceived there was a conRderable 
Uame rcRed with MiniRcrs, if their Ratcmcnt was true, bccaufe, 
if they knew of thefe feditious proceedings (<> early as 1792, in his 
opinion^ it was their duty to Iravc checked it in the bu^k and not 
have fuffered it to rij)en, merely for the pleafure of Riewing they 
had the power to puniRi. He did not, however, believe any more 
danger was to be appn hended from thefe Societies, than followed 
diofe in the year 1780 and as well might the riots of tliat period be 
conRdered as a fettled plan of confpiracy as any thing which had ap- . 
peared in the prefent period. For thefe reafons, particularly as it 
went to prejudge men before their trials, he was againR the motion. 

Lord SYDNEY apologized for delaying the noble Earl (Mans¬ 
field) who had oRered himfclf to their attention i his own name 
having been mentioned as belonging to a Society, along with other 
very refpe^ble names; the fa£)t was, that he had never attended 
but once or twice, and for the plaincft reafon, he dtifered in a 
great d^ec fmm them upon die fubje^ of parliamentary reform 
For wliile almoR every individual of them was for 
]p»letrtiig a diRuiH plan of rdbrm of his own, he hfd been equally 
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adverTe to them all. Indeed, fome of them went lb for as to thihlc 
that to be a Member of Parliament at all was objcaionable. He 
ftatcd two whimfical propofitions of fome Members in the Commit¬ 
tee. The firft was, that there Ihould be no Members of Parlia¬ 
ment permitted to affociatc with them in future ; and- the feoond 
was, that a gentleman, who had bcat^ expelled the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons for briber)’’, and^ji^s impriibncd for fix months in the King’s 
Bench, immediately on l^relcafc was the firft perfon chofen. His 
Lordfhip fald, that perhaj^^r uttering Jthefe fentiments, he might 
be called an Ariftocrat, a tc^ of abi^ which had lately become 
very falhionablc in France, ^d of wftich, he confefled, he did not 
know the meaning, except hetiyas Jo underftand, from a late very 
extraordinary -advertifement, thaf'lt meant a perfm who rode in a 
earriftge * ** . When engaged in that Affociation which had been al¬ 
luded to, he had the good fortune to concur with fome of the moft 
rcfpedlaMc names, fuch as the prefent Duke of Portland, and the 
late Marquis of Rockingham ; names, which it was impoflible to 
mention, without the higheft veneration and rcrpc(fti But, admit¬ 
ting even that he had been prefent, and approving of all that had 
been done in that S(x:icty, yet how would that involve him or them 
in any imputation fimilar to tliat thrown upon the prefent Societies ? 
Was violence or arms ever tliought of there ? or was there any 
among them at that period who entertained or were fufpe<fted of any 
defigns of overturning the conftitution ? Tin y knew too well how 
much eafier it was to throw down than to build up; nor were 
they fo wild as to think of fubftituting vain fancies and untried fpe- 
culation, for the folid advantages of experience and wifdom. There 
was one thing, indeed, if it could be called an alteration, to which 
he had promifed, not perhaps his fupport, but to withhold his op- 
pofition, provided they went no larther. This w’as the addition 
to the number of tlie Knights of the Shire ; but this was thought 
too moderate to be palatable, and was accordingly given up. With 

* The followiag is a cc^y of the advertilement alluded to by his 
Lordfliip, publiiheu in the Morning Chronicle, June 13, 1794: 

** \^ereas an hired band of rufiiaiis attacked tny houfe in Mansfield 
iVreet, in the dead of the night, between the nth and lath of Juneinft. 
and SET IT ON fixe, at difierent times; and whereas a Gentleman’s 
carriage paflTed feveral times, to and fro*, in front of- my houfe, and the 
Ariftocrat, or other perfon, who was in the faid carriage, gave money to 
the people in the ftreet, to encourage them! This is to requeft the friends 
of liberty and TOod order, to fend me any authentic information they can 
procure, refp^ing the name and place of abode of the faid Ariftocrat or 
other perfon who was in the carriage above raentioned, in order that he 
nay made amenable to the law< 

. STANHOPE. 
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vefped to the prcfentfituadon of affairs, he was fo convinced of the 
danger which had been impending over our heads, that he cordU 
ally aflented to the propriety of the Report made, and of couife 
would fupport the addrefs now moved. 

The E^l of COVENTRY, in reply to the allufion made to 
his having been a Member opan AlTociation, &idf that the objo£l 
had at that time been folcly reform of Parli^ent; an dbjc£k pur- 
fued by peaceable, legal, and conditutiom^^eans. There h^ at 
that time been no attempt to call a Coiurcntion, or to procure arms. 
Without being guilty, ^crofore, of tlK fmalleft inconiiftcncy, the 
Earl faid, hefhould that da^ fupport tne motion for the addrefs. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE^^lained that the noble Lord 
who fpoke Lift had totally mifuncRmxxl the arguments he had ufed. 
He had not thrown any imputation upon that Society of which the 
noble Lord had been a member; but had aiferted, as a fa^, that 
ftie fame imputations of difaifciftion and difloyalty, fo liberally be¬ 
llowed in the prefent day upon certain Societies, were equally libe¬ 
rally fcattcrcd at that period upon that Society. 

The Earl of MANSFIELD declared, that he felt more than 
ordinary anxiety up)n the prefent occalion, as he was about to de¬ 
liver not merely his own fentiments upon the Report now before 
their Lordfhips, but thofe of a noble Duke (Portland), who, al¬ 
though labouring under the prefture of the fevered misfortune that 
could wring the heart of man, yet fo far remembered his public 
duties, ainidft his private woes, as to commiftion him thus publicly 
to declare his moft pcrfedl approbation of, an! acquiefcence in, the 
Report made by their Committee, and of the mcalurc now founded 
upon that Report. Delivering his own private fentiments upon the 
fubjedl, his Lordfhip entered into a a>mp<irifun of the prefent So¬ 
cieties and tiiat held at tiic Thatched Houfe, which htt Lordftiip 
juftified from anv imputation of treafon or difloyalty. The noble 
Lord ^Lauderdale) had attempted to undervalue the danger to he 
apprehended from the prefent Societies, from the fuppofed infig- 
fiiflcance, both of their numbers and their confcqucnce. With rc- 
fpedl to the former of thofe, fuppoflng their numbers as low as you 
pleafe, were asfcsv as two hundred, yet there was not a fchool-boy 
but knew that the fervile w'ar, which fhuok the Roman Republic 
to its very foundation, was, at its commencement, carried on by 
no more than feventy flaves, who made their efcape, and in fclf- 
^^defcnce turned upon their purfuers. With rcfpcdl to the rank and 
cnnfequence of thofe concerned in the prefent confpiiacics, he had 
no hefttation in declaring it as his opinion, that the Societies who 
.Wpcared to flaml forward in the buflnefs, were but the tools and 

•• . V* ‘«1^ 
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inftrumenCs In Aid hands of others, moK intelli^nt and more pow¬ 
erful, who artfuUy kept thcmfelves behind tlie curtain, and, them^ 
felvcs concealed, played olF their puppets upon the Public. In rc- 
^rd to the overt which he inflded had been committed, he 
referred the Houfe to the Appendix of the Committee ; it was evU' 
dent from their plan, that they nieant to correct the error of the 
rioters in the year m8o, who did not think of fcizjng upon the 
Bank till after their Imngth was exhaufted in fubordinate entcr- 
pnzes ; but the defignn of the pfefent confpirators were, firft to 
feuze upon the Bank, thci^the perfehsof the Magiftrates and Judges, 
and then, after having opened the prifons to increafe their forces, 
proceed to Parliament, armed with their pikes, to prefent their 4)0- 
titions fixT reform at the point of them, which they might conceivil' 
would have a more graceful appearance than done in any other man¬ 
ner. With refpedt to the ailment of the noble Earl, of the dan¬ 
ger to be apprehended from the publication of thofe plots, by in- 
fpiring the French with an idea of a party cxifling in this country 
in their favour ; he could not but fuppolc M. Barrcrc addrefling 
tile National Convention uptm the fubject, and boafting to thofe 
auguft, or rather bare-a—-d. Senators, how much they were to be 
elated at the knowledge of their having fuch friends in this country, 
particularly at the moment when thofe friends were debafed, and 
dragged into public view, perhaps to public punilhment. 

I/Ord LAUDERDALE again explained. He had lived too 
long, fhort as was his political experience, to look for any thing 
like political confiflcncy in almoft any chara«Slcr living : with refpedt 
to his arguments, he muft again repeat, that he had not attributed 
any bad motives to the Thatched-Houfe Society, but merely dated, 
that thofamc imputations were thrown out then as now, particularly 
that of correfponding with the enemy, as with the Americans during 
hoflilities with that country. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR drew the didinclion which he 
conceived dearly marked the difference between the Thatched- 
Houfe Sodety and thofe of the prefent day. Had the latter, like 
the former, contented thcmfelves with mere words, and not pro¬ 
ceeded to adlual overt ads of treafon, it was not to be conccivcdT 
that the Executive Government wtould not now, as then, have paifed 
them by in fllence; but when tlic contrary was known to cveiy 
man, not only from the Report, but from the general and public 
notmaety of the fed, furely Government were not to be accufed of 
tardinefs, who had uniformly applied the remedy as the difeafe ap¬ 
peared, and who had only delayed the laft deciflve meafurcs, until 
"Sairther might have involved them in the dangerous fitu* 

Voi. XXXVIIL 3 P 



40* 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A. X794* 

ation of having actual infurredtion to refift. Wkh refpedl to the 
Report itfdf, there were one or two points only to which heintend> 
ed to allude. It had been alTerted by the noble Earl, that the tree- 
fonable dedgns were artfully coupled with die meeting of the BritUli 
Convention in Edinburgh, by ilating that this was the fird appear¬ 
ance of them i and he had argued dgaind the fallity of this pofition, by 
reminding them of the meeting of the Convcntbn'of 1792. Now# 
in his mind, that former meeting did not j^l apply; inafmuch, 
as there was not any thing like the flightc^ommunication with any 
Societies in England, nor were any deputies either fent or cxpedled 
from them to it. If, however, the fad^ere otherwife, he could 
only fay, the Committee had no kn<j\vlcdge of it; and if they had 
any idea of his L(»rdfliip’s fuperior information on the fubjedV, they 
certainly would liave coididcred it their duty to have looked for a 
cominunicatitai of it from him. As to the other point of Mr. Ha¬ 
milton Rowan and Mr. Simon Butler coming over from Ireland, as 
delegates from the^ Society of 1 ; n'led Irilhmen, f(»r the purpofc of 
attending the Convention, the Committee, equally ignorant of what 
might have been the motives or intentions of thofc gentlemen, had 
guardedly Hated that they appeared in the Convention. In like 
manner, too# if they tliought the noble Lord could have given them 
better information on this fuhjcdf, Uiey ihould certainly have de- 
fired him to amend their Report. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE fpokc in explanation ; he cer¬ 
tainly would maintain that impcrfeil and vague accufations againH 
perfons under accufation, and fanclioned by that Houfe, were 
much more prejudicial to them than a fair and complete Hatement 
of their fuppofed offences ; becaufe if the latter was given, every 
man could make up his mind impartially on the fubjc(Sl,,ivhercas 
he could not do fo from partial iiiiinuations, fuch as the Report 
contained. With regard to inffnuations of another fort, which the 
noble and learned Lord had thrown out againff him pcrfonally about 
his fources of infonnatinn and conncdlions with thofc Societies, it 
was well known how totally groundlefs and falfc they w'crc \ the 
noble and learned Lord knew that to be the cafe, and as often as 
he chofe to indulge himfelf by bringing them forward, he would 
treat them with the ridicule and contempt they deferved ; his con¬ 
duct and his character was fuihcicntly known to the Houfe and the 
country, to fatisfy him that he had nothing to dread from any in¬ 
sinuation or remark that could come from fuch a quarter. 

, The LORD CHANCELLOR, in explanation, declared, that 
he meant no infinuation whatever with refpedl to the noble Lord ; 

could he conceive any reafon why, upon, the mentionname#* 
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of Mr. Hamilton Rowan and Mr. Simon Butler, with the motives 
of whofc journey to Scotland the noble Lord feemed to be acquainted, 
he (hould have conceived that any thing was meant like a pcrfonal 
allufion. He declared, that though the motives of thefe gentle* 
men’s vilit might be known to every body, they were unknown to 
him. 

The queftion on :hc addrefs was put and carried without a divi^ 
lion i and ordered to^!^ fent to the Iloufc of Commons for their 
concurrence. j 

Lord CiRENVILL^ gave notice, that on I'ucfday next, he 
would move the thanks of the Houfc to Lord Hood, for his fcrvict 
and gallant conduct in the Mediterranean. 


No debate. 


Lhsiday, \()th yum< 


Tufjiluy, X")thyme. 

Lord ABINGDON rofc and faid, my Lords, having fonie 
matter of much importance to iiatc to the Houfc, and underiland* 
ing that this is the lall day of bufinefs before the Icflion is to be at 
an end, I hope your Ixirdlhlps will, for this reafon, and bccaufe 
I wilh to be pcrfeclly accur.ne in my ftatement, indulgv me with 
having rccourfe to my papers. It being niy intention to bring for- 
vrard, in the courfc of the nc;s.t feflion of Parliament, feme refu- 
lutions, I truft, for the ailopiion of this Hr)ufc. Whilfi I now 
rife to give your Lordlhips notice of this, I do fo for the reafon, 
that by ftating briefly W'hat the objedf of tlmle rcfolutions are, your 
J.,ordfhips’ attention itjay, during the rccefs of Parliament, be drawn 
to thfi*wcight and importance of the fubjc^l. r'ncmy as I am, my 
Lords, and no one has been, or is more fo, to thofc theories of re¬ 
form, which quixotifm, ambition, parly fpirit, or any fpirit but 
true public fpirit, have contrived to puvile and miflead the people 
W'ith, there is one fpecics of practical reform, which, in profcfling 
myfclf to be the friend of, it is under the circumflance of knowing 
that tlicrc is, within thefe walls, as well as without them, but one 
mind and one fentiment upon the occafion. It is a reform, my 
I^rds, which the Judges of the land, for the protedion of that 
heavenly attribute of Juflicc wliich fo ornamentally anti confpicuoufly 
belongs to them, have all called out for, and arc fo much to their* 
dignity and honour lending their afliflance to obtain. It is a reform 
W’hich Parliament itfclf has already began to lo jk to. It is a reform 
w'liich the liberty and projicTty of the fubjeCt cry out for, demand, 
and muft have. And having fold this, I dare fay your Lordlhips 
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already anticipate me in knowing diat the reform I allude to> is 
that of thofe lociiils in the law, the pettifogging Attornies of this 
country; who, like the locuds in Africa, (and, as it is faid of diem) 
“ fall like a cloud upon the earth, and eat up every thing diey meet 
with.” This is the reform in which 1 take pride to myfelf in the 
appelladnn of a Reformer, in which I afTume credit to myfelf, as 
being not what is fo called, but what is truly fo, ** The Friend of 
the People and in which, fiifFering as I jAve done, under the 
inordinate fan< 5 lion of thefe abforbing anin^ls, I am, perhaps, as 
well qualified for the talk of this reform m any one can be. My 
Lo.ds, this is a grave and w'eighty fubjedt, 'it is a fubje^ that comes 
home to the feelings, becaufc it comes home to the very 
doors of every one of ytmr Lordfhips; for which of your 
Lordlhips is it, that is a ftranger to its cfFcdls ? I'hc greater, 
the higher, the richer you are, the more prone arc you to its 
confequences, and the furcr of becoming fooner or later the 
victims of its all-devouring avarice. What many of your Lord¬ 
lhips are, I was; what I am, witliout timely interference, your 
Lordlliips may, your Lordlhips will be. It is a fubjedt therefore, 
not only for your Lordlhips’ own fakes, and for the fake of the 
Community at large, but bccaufe it is a fubjedt under the prelTurc 
of which I now Hand in your Lordlhips prefence, that I, as a Mem¬ 
ber of this Houfe, am led to invoke the aid, and to excite the en¬ 
deavours of your LordHiips, in aflifting me to ftop the pre^refs of 
this growing evil; the evil of all others, perhaps the very only one 
in the State, moll alTuredly the moll crying evil in the State, that 
calls for and requuircs reform. 

The order of the day being read. 

Lord GRENVILLE rofc, and faid, according to the notice he 
had had tlie honour of giving to their Lordlhips, to move the 
thanks of the Houfe to Lord Hood, for the dillinguilhed fervices 
he had rendered to his country. His Lordlhip faid, it w'as a circum- 
Ilance highly gratifying to his feelings, and mud afford equal plea- 
fure to every Lord in the Houfe, that he Ihould have been called to 
difchaige that pleafing duty of moving the thanks of the Houfe to 
the feveral Admirals upon the three great dations, viz. the Channel, 
the Wed Indies, and the Mediterranean. His Lordlhip, in the 
courfe of hisaddrefs to the Houfe, obferved it would be unnecclTary 
for him to enter into any general detail of the condu <51 of the noble 
|/>rd who was die obje^ of his motion, bccaufe down to a late pe<- 
xiod of it, the fenfe of the Houfe had been exprelTedon that fubjetd 
in their addrefs to the Throne. There were three general heads 
which the condu£l of the noble Admiral might be prefented 
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to their Lordihlps* view, in all of which he was entitled to the higheft 
praife. In the Weft Indies, at Toulon, and in the Mediterranean* 
On each of thefe his Lordftiip flightlv touched, and approving as he 
proceeded, faid, that for valour, for Ikili, judgment, and for at¬ 
tachment to the fuccefs of His Majefty’s arms. Lord Hood was highly 
eminent. He had no doubt their Lordfhips were imprefted with 
the fame fentiments, and on this account, he conceived it proper, 
in order to render their proceedings more wmplctc, tliat the Houic 
fhould exprefs their approbation of the condu^ of the Commander 
of the naval dejxirtmrnt in the Mediterranc'an, as they had previoufty 
done to the fcvcral Commanders on the other ftations. He concluded, 
by reading the motion, in which he hojjcd to meet with the unani¬ 
mous concurrence of tlieir Lordftiips, which was, ‘‘ That the thanks 
of the Houfc be given to Admiral Lord Hood, for his gallant con- 
dud in the expedition to the illand of Corlica.” After which he 
lliould move, That the Houfc docs highly approve of and acknow¬ 
ledge the behaviour of the officers. Teamen and marines ferving un¬ 
der Lord Hood ; and that the Chancellor do communicate the thanks 
to Admiral I.ord Hood.” 

The queftion for thanks to Lord Hood being put, 

"^rhe Karl of LAUDERDALE obferved, that it was unplcafant 
to him to fay any thing in oppofition to a propofition for tlianking any, 
officer in the fervicc of His Majefty ; but the high efteem he had 
for the fcrvice, and the value he thought every officer in it ought to 
have for the thanks of the Houfc, compelled him to oppofe the pre- 
fent motion. He was indeed, fcnfiblc that the talk he had aftigned 
htmfclf was peculiarly irkfomc, fince it might appear to convey fome 
pcrfonal refledions. Notwithftandii^ the dilemma, however, to 
which he A^as reduced, he fliould perfift in his attempt to preferve 
that propriety which concerned the Houfc; but, although he peifc- 
vered in that attempt, he begged leave to difclaim every motive of 
a pcrfonal nature. He could not refrain from noticing the extreme 
caution and referve with which the motion was offored to their Lord- 
Ihips, as it demonftrated the doubts which the Minifters muft have 
alforedly entertained of its propriety. They had taken cfpccial care 
not to enter into any detail, and folely contented themfelvcs wdth 
the deftre of returning thanks to all the officers in the naval depart¬ 
ment, before the feflion clofed. This meafure he blamed as im¬ 
politic and prejudicial. That Houfc had no greater acknowledgment 
to make for iignal fcrvices than their thanks, and to beftow them 
indifcriminatcly upon every flight occaiion, was not only to render 
them of litdc value in themfelvcs, but to abate that incentive to 
fpirited and noble anions which they have hitlicrto been deemed. 
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He had not heard, he fait!, any thing advanced by the noble Secre¬ 
tary of State, tliat tended in the Icall degree to fiipport his motion. 
Toulon had been glanced at, as a fubjciSI on \shich the noble Ad¬ 
miral might be faid to have a< 51 cd in a manner that did him honour. 
Now fo much to the contrary did that point appear to him, that 
throughout the whole of that tranfai 51 ion he could not perceive that 
any credit accrued to this country from the conduct of the noble 
Admiral. Here his Lordfiiip entered into the circumftanccs of die 
taking of the town, and the manner o^ abandoning it to the fury of 
its enemies, all of which, he maintained, were unfavourable to the 
Britifh name; and therefore the noble Admiral fliould not be thanked 
on that account. But the laft man in that Houfe who ought to 
thank Lord Hood for his condudl at Toulon, was the noble Sccrc’ 
taiy of State, for the condutSl of that noble Admiral had been a 
contradidion to the late language of the noble Secretary; in talking 
of the objed of the prefent war, the noble Admiral had declared ti> 
the inhabitants of 'foukin, tliat he intended to fccure to them the 
Confiiturion of i 789 ; the language of the noble Secretary of State 
was, that the objed of the war now was, that of reftoring the old 
Government of France i thercfi)rc the motion came veiy^ improperly 
from the noble Secretary of State. His J^ordlhip maintained, that 
if any praife was due to the noble Admiral, he ought a long time 
ago to have received it; and the bringing thisjx>int forw^ird linked 
as if Minifters thought the recent meiit of the noble Admiral mucli 
too flight to deferve their Lonlfliips’ thanks, without the aid of other 
points. His J.<nrdfhip contended that the conduct of the noble Ad¬ 
miral at BaOia did not deferve tlic thanks of that Houfe, nor did 
any part of his conduct merit that diftinclion. The whole of the 
prc5cccdings of Lord Hood in the Mediterranean appeared to hijT> to 
be of a nature not at all calling for the thanks of the Houfe. Tlic 
noble Secretary of State had very prudently avoided faying a word 
with refpedt to the evacuation of Ttjulon, beeaufc he knew that it 
was not exactly that kind of procedure which would call for fuch a 
mark of approbation. He conceived that the Britifli faith was bro¬ 
ken to the inhabitants of Toulon, and that the capitulation at Baftia 
was not fo much in favour of this country, as it ought to have been. 
Lord Hood gave up all thofe he might have made prifoners, and 
fent them back to flrengthen the armies of France. Befidcs tliis, 
it appeared to him, that there was not a flri( 5 l cordiality between 
the land and fea officers, and that in cunfequenee, General Diind:]-*' 
returned in dilgufl. His Lordfliip maintained that there was no 
ground whatever for this motion. He felt himl'elf as he had beforc 
ftated, the more inclmcd to make thefe obfervatiops when he conli' 



DEBATES. 


A. 1794 * 


407 


dcrcd the nature of their Lordfliips’ thanks, they were the higheft 
piaifc any officer could have; and being (b, they ffiould be chaftely 
and rarely bellowed, referved for the moll important occafions, and 
not thrown away upon trifles, for that would diminiHi tiicir value. 
If Lord Hood was thanked for his conduct at Biftia, the thanks of 
tlieir Lordlhips, would be Icfs favourably felt by J^rd Howe, and he 
wifticd to know what man in the kingdom would he difpofed to con- 
fidcr thclc two Admirals entitled to tlic func reward, the fame dif- 
tindion, the f.ime honour from that Houfe, anti the fame gratitude 
from the Public ; and yet this would be the efflcl of paffiug the pre- 
fent motion, ile felt himfolf under all the ptjints of view in which 
he faw this fubje^t, bound in duty to the fcrvice in general, and to 
JLord Howe in particular, to tliat lltnifc and to the Public, to dilfcnt 
from the prefent motion. 

Lord GRENVILLE otprcflld hiinfdf btrfh furprlfcd and con¬ 
cerned to find f'uch nppofition to tire mt»llon v.bich lie had the honour 
to oiler to tlieir I/C'niihips on the prcicni occalion. 'I'lio fervice of 
the noble Lord, at 'louhn, had been mentioned ;* he retained the 
opinion he had before expretfed on that occalion, for he liad heard 
nothing to alter it. It would be foreign to the buflmfs of the pre¬ 
fent motion for him to enter into rlic detail of that fui Je't \ he how¬ 
ever contended tl'.at the treaty with the 'Touloiv.rc had been iullv, 
clearly, and honourably obferved in all iis [vrinN, as he hoped every 
treaty into which thin country engaged, ever '..oiiiu be obl'crvcd ; he 
looked upon the fucccffcs in Corlicu of a fuiiicient iirpoitanee to call 
for the thanks of this Iloulb, and the country at large. By the 
taking of St. Eioren/.o, we had fecur:J a fife port f.>r our navy ir> 
ftoruis and other damages ; by the capture of wo had taken 

from the .qnemy tliconly rdburcc they had for repairing their navy; 
it w'ould dif.iblc them from ever bringing lueli a licet into adion as 


that lately conquered. In regard to the Fn-ncli prill/.Kis fentinto 
France, it was a proceeding of prudence and policy ; it would have 
required a large proportion of the army fervi-ig under Lord I hxidto 
guard three thoufand prifoners; it was uni.iic to keep tb.em in any 
other part of Cirhca or Italy; then, was no alternative between 
fending them into this country or into 1'ranee, and confidering the 
burden and cxpcnce we had to futlain fmm the great number of pri- 
funers already here, it w'as wife and pria'cntm Lord lloixl to adopt 
the latter rncafurc, and he had a right fo to do; in regard to what 
the noble Lord faid, that the thanks of this Iloufe w'a.<= the only re¬ 
ward they could give to the Commander, no better anfwcr could be 
given to die noble Lord's arguments ; for in that cafe they couKI not 
refufe tiicm the only thing tlicy had it in tlieir power to bellow, as 
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an ^knowlcdgment for their fcrvices. Lordfliip wafmly denied 
diat the vote of tlianks to Lord Hood could in the fmalleft degree 
leiTen or dtminiih the praifes due to Levd Howe, and the officers 
who had fo eminently iignalized themfelves in this preientcampa^n; 
dieir greateft jaraife was the gratitude imprelTed upon the heart of 
every Britifh fubje<£l, and which nothing could diminilh or effiice; 
and he conceived it injurious to the chara^ers of thofe great perlbn- 
ages, to fuppofe that their minds could be adhtated by envy, at the 
wdLmerited reward of a brother officer. With refp^ to that part 
of the obfervati<ms of the noble Earl which related to the obje^ of 
ffic prefent war, he muft fay a few words. The noble Earl con« 
ceived that it was the objed of His Majefty’s Miniilers to rciiore 
tlie ancient Government of France, and this he feemed to think 
their foie objcA. Now he had uniformly Rated, notwidiRanding 
a good deal of induRry had been employed to imprefs a contrary 
idea, that the objed% of the war was what he confidered ought to be 
the obje^ of eveiy war; peace, honourable, fecure, permanent 
peace. Tliat could not be obtained by any other means than by rc- 
Roring order and good Government to France; and whatever his opi« 
nion might be of the beR form of Government, our objefl would 
be attained when we had reRored in that country order, fecurity for 
property, morality, and juRice ; and until this was done, there could 
be no fecurity for this country. We might, indeed, without this, 
have the name of peace, but in reality we ihould have a war die 
moR expenRve and dcRru^live in which this country ever was en¬ 
gaged. With r(^rd to the idea of comparing the merits of diffor- 
ent officers, he thought that improper: it was not by weighing in 
fcalcs the merits of one officer againR the other, that the Houfe were 
to determine the propriety of voting thanks to any officer 4«the quef- 
tion was, whether that officer deferved thanks or not, without bdng 
compared to any other perfon. It was the RrR time in his life, he 
faid, that he had ever heard of any Member in either Houfe of Par¬ 
liament permitting the fpirit of party to over-rule the principles of 
gratitude, and deny to thofe who W'cre defending our lives, our pro- , 
perty and our ConRitution, even the poor pittance of thanks. It 
was a political revolution in the fentiments of a Britifh mind to 
which he (hould never give his aRent. 

The Earl of DERBY agreed with his noble friend, diat to op- 
pofe a vote of thanks to any perfon for national fervice, was a painful 
ad, becaufc of its implied perfonal animofity. To remove any 
prejudicial opinion that might be formed upon his oppolition at this 
inlknt, he declared politively, he never nourilhed any pique againR 
Hie noble Admiral, with whom he was unacquainted; nor was he 
X • . 
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influenced bf any partiality; but he came forward to oppofe the 
motion, bccaufe by his conflrudiun, it was defigned not fo much 
for a compliment to the noble Admiral himfclf, as to the plans of 
that Cabinet under whofe aufpiccs he a£lcd. Tt was nothing more 
tlian a poliiical intrigue, a dclufive artifice, purpofely fabricated 
with a finiftcr intent than that M'hich was avowed. The noble Se¬ 
cretary had pronounced a pancg)’ric upon the important fcrviccs of 
Lord Hood, and the material advantages refulting to this country 
from the capitulation at Baflia ; w'hat thefe advantages were he could 
not difeover. If the capitulation at Baflia was fo extremely advan¬ 
tageous why was not an Extraordinary Gazette publifhed r In ge¬ 
neral, the Minifters arc exceflivcly hafty to publifli that interefiing 
and authentic Paper whenever they have to announce any favourable 
circumflancc ; but in this inftance the people were in jx)ircflion of 
the intelligence two days before that entertaining vehicle of commu¬ 
nication appeared. He was unacquainted with the art of coolting 
that viand to gratify the public tafle, hut he concluded tlic delay was 
occafioned merely by a wifh to make it the more palatable. The 
evacuation of Toul<'>n he could never regard without regret, remorfe, 
and ftiame. Lord Hood s condua in that affair, whether direaed 
by any other authority, he knew not, fo far from being meritorious 
was reprchcnfiblc in the extreme. It had tarnifiied the luftre of our 
other conquefts, and diminilhctl our reputarion. 1 ciulon was de¬ 
livered to us by treaty, every article of which it bchovcil us to ob- 
ferve. How had we obferved them ? We had vifjlated our faith 
both in the promife ^ve had made of rciloring the Conllitution of 
1789, and in the promife to guarantee the fleet. He remarked, 
that the noble Secretary of State gave notice of this motion in a thin 
Houfe, «fter the motion for thanks to Lord Howe for lus glorious 
viaory, and after a debate of confidcrablc length on tlic addrefs to 
His Majefty, and when many noble Lords had withdrawn fftra 
die Houfe, and the attendance this day proved that the fubjedl: was 
not very interefting. It was faid, that the condua of Lord Hewd 
at Toulon merited praife, bccaufe he deftroyed 15 Ihips of the line 
of the French there; if that condua merited the thanks ot the Houfe, 
why was he not thanked on the arrival of the news; why thank hini 
for his dbndua at Toulon on the taking of Baflia ? It feemed to him^ 
that after die thanks which were foglorioufly deferved by Lord Howe 
were given to him, Minifttrs wifticd to fliew that all the officers 
employed had z^cd alike, and that they would not leave the fmal- 
lefl: fpeck on the glory of the campaign; or elfc it appeared to a 
dexterous manoeuvre of Minifters to keep up their patronage to their 
favourites. He wiftied to avoid the indelicacy of negativing a pru- 
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poiitlon to thank a Brltifh officer for his condudt, and therefore to 
get out of that dilemma, lie moved the previous queftion. 

The Duke of BEDFORD faid, that as his fentiments fo per- 
fetSBy coinciilcd with thofc of his noble friends, and as they had ex- 
prefled them w'ith more precilion and more elegance than he could 
prcti'nd to, it would be unneceflary for him to trouble the Houfe 
widi any arguments ; one or two flight obfervations, however he could 
not refiife. He did not approve of the mode of reafoning adopted by 
the noble Secretary of State upon tliis fubjedt. His Lordlhip had 
obferved that as the noble Admiral had in reality his conduct ap¬ 
proved of at Touhjti, on the addrefs of that Houfe inanfwcr to the 
King’s Speech, it would be unncccffar)' to dwell on tliat point. 
'Fills was not a fair way of putting tJic point, for it was well known 
their Lordftiips had as little inclination as poffible to refufc a favour- 
-ible anfwer to the King’s Speech ; the conduit of Lord Hood made 
part of the fubjei'l matter of that fpecch, and it was on that account, 
and not from the fenfe their Lordfliips entertained of the merits of 
J..ord Hood that this anfwer veas returned ; that was very different 
from a feparate vote of thanks. He had heard, his Grace faid, of 
the merit of Lord Hood at Toulon, and the advantage derived to 
th.is country by that event. Upon this event he would fjieak plainly; 
he thought it a very difhononrablc tranfailion for this nation ; he 
liad often thought it a fit objei\l for inquiry, and he trufled it would 
be ini|iiircd into; fijr it had tarniflicd the glory of the Biirilh nation, 
and if any of the blame belonged to our allies in tliat bufinefs, that 
ought to be made public. 

When the noble Secretary commended tlic zeal and aifivit}’ with 
which I.erd Hood liad ailed, hefeemedto forget that St. Fiorcn/,o 
was taken early in the year, he believed in the month t)f‘Pebruarv, 
ai^ that three months had lince dapfed to the capitulation at Baf- 
ti* In the mean time, to»>, the Commander in Chief of the 
fame forces (Sir Robert Dundas) had returned to Englard, upon 
what account he knew not, though evidently not iqion charge of 
mifconducl, finec he had been promoted to a command upon the 
Continent. From tlu: general difpofition of the Corllcans, much 
more might have been cxpeilcd, and he did not doubt but if that 
cordiality had prevailed whieli has prevailed clfcwhcrc, much more 
might have been done. When the noble Secretary had enlarged 
Up<jn the iinporfanco of the conquefl, and the difficulty of attaining 
it, he was at a lofs what to determine ; for, according to the Ga¬ 
zette, there w'crc only feven men killed and thirteen wounded j and 
it was evident that but very little force was ufed. He entirely dif- 
Sqpproved of the fending the garrilbn to Toulon. His oppofltiun to 
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the prefent meafurc gave him concern, on account of the novelty of 
it in the piocecdings of the Houfc ; for he did not know that a mo- 
tion for thanks was evey oppofed before; but tiiat he could not 
help j he muA do his duty, and he begged leave to fay he had no 
partiality for perfons ; he would not give liis thanks in that Houfc 
to any man, until he was corivinccd that thanks were due. This, 
he confelTcd, appeared to him to be a lort of panegyric whieh Mi- 
nifters intended on themfclvcs, to (hew the wifdorti of tlicir choice. 
There ^yas no ground for thanking L(t)rd Hood ; there was njjtltjrig 
extraordinary in his condiK'‘.V ^ and were ho in the lituation of Lord 
Hoo<l, he Oiould confider the motion f<»r tlianking liim for his con- 
ducl rather as an infult than a paneg\’ric, and that l.o (lionhl he left 
to perform fomething worthy t)f thanks before he received them. 
His Grace faid he (hould vote for the previous quellion. 

Lord HAWKESnURY thought no pvacliee could be more im¬ 
proper than that of wcig}^i,,g exactly the value of every piece of fer- 
>'ice, or of comparing the fcrviees of one Oflioer with thofe of an¬ 
other. TJie Houfe had but <aie way cd' making its approbation, 
and that was by voting its thanks ; and the only point f(jr their 
Lordfliips to eonfidcr was, nhethcr the fervice performed was »f 
magnitude cnougli to deferve them r If it was, it was no argument 
againft giving them to fay, tliP.ta iv.ore fj lcvulul, a n.i.rein'.} ortantvie- 
tory had been obtained elfvwhcre. Tlic noblt: Duke wlio fpokc lall had 
advanced an argument againtt voting the thanks, vhich appeared 
to him to have a <lirectly opjxjfitc ell'ocl, that the force ern- 
plo3’’ed againft Baftia was fmall, and. the lofs inconiidcrablc. Now 
he always conceived, that for an officer to make an important con- 
queft with few men .md fmall lofs, was a proof of great (kill and 
know iVdgc, and could never be undcrilood to depreciate the fcrvicc. 
Did the merit confiftin tlic quantity of human hh od that was (hed 
on the occafion ? And wws a Commander to lofc his title tu praife, 
bccaufchis victory had not been marked with a numerousmalTacre 
of his fellow-creatures. The idea was horrid, and he hoped it ef- 
caped from the noble Duke, not as the fcnrinient of his heart, but 
merely as the political argument of the moment. It was always 
underftood, in tlte acquilition of a military or naval point, that the 
lefs lives were loft, the more meritorious the action. 

The Earl of T^AUIIERDALE again del-red to make fomcani- 
madvcrlions upon what had palled. He ohferved, that when Sit 
Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis had conquered Martinico, there 
was no motion for thanks, though Martluieo was one f»f the moft 
important eomptefts of the campaign ; nov was any motion of that 
nature made until they had nearly reduced the whole o,f the \Veft- 
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India iflands. lie innlntained, that this motion was the of 
evident partiality for miniilerial purpofes. He infiftcd that the 
taking of Baftia was not a fubjcdl large or important enough to dc- 
ferve the thanks of the Houfe ; that there might be many inftances 
in which officers might deferve rewards, and yet not defci ve the 
thanks of that Houfe ; they muft in all inferior cafes of merit look 
to the Executive Power for reward, and not to that Houfe for the 
high honour of its tlranks. The whole of this bufinefs appc^’i ed to 
be a minffierial ffiift; for there were many otlier officers wlio de- 
ferved as much at Icaft as Lord Htxxl in the courfe of this w w.— 
If Lord Hood deferved the honour which the Minifters propofed, 
why did they not bring forward the motion immediately on the re¬ 
ceipt of the intelligence ? They had been informed of his fuccefs 
prior to the vidlory of Earl Howe, and yet they fuffered tliat to in¬ 
tervene, and now took advantage of the difpofition of men's minds, 
w'hich the glorious atchicvcmcnrs of the latter had occnfioncd, to 
fharc the praife w'lfh ever)' nation. If the importance of the vic¬ 
tory was to be comideied, there were othtr imiwrfant viclorics, re¬ 
ceived with much more general joy and tranfport, which had never 
been noticed with more than ufua.l commendation. Was not the 
furrender of Valenciennes effeeled by the Duke of York, and was 
not that furrendtr of mme impfjrtancc than llillia, yet the thanks 
of that Houfe were never communicated to his Royal Highnefs, 
Though he had difpl.aved fuch Hgnal valour. Was the condudt of 
die fon of the Sovereign on that (xrcafion Icfs mcritorh)Us than the 
condudf of Lord H(X)d in the taking of this famous Baliiar As the 
whole iflnnd of Corfica is foon expedted to become fubjcdl to our 
dominion, wiiy did not the Adminiflration wait till thewhok ifland 
was reduced. To give additional aid, tlie fubjedt of Toufon was 
quoted; yet the evacuation t)f Toulon, with the burning of the 
Beet, was tmly mentioned in His Majefty’s fpccch,?kat the begin¬ 
ning of the fellion, and in the debate, which is always confidered 
an anfwer, witJiout any farther honour. If that was deferving 
of the thanks of the Houfe, the noble Secretary Hiould have made 
a motion at that time, when the Houfe was well attended, and the 
Members were prepared to difeufs it. He might then have carried 
it with that overbearing majority by whom he is fupported on all 
occaitons. {"A loud ciy of “ Hear ! Hear !] Lord Lauderdale 
. continued. He faid he underftood the meaning of that fignificant 
ctprcfllon, and that it was intended to ridicule him i but lie ap¬ 
pealed to the noble Secretary whether thofc tliin benches, and the 
paucity of hi.s own fupporters, did not throw more ridicule upon 
. Kitnfclf. Even they, his firm and pertinacious friends, were con- 
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vinccd of the impropriety of the motion, and abfented themfclvcs in 
decency. He concluded by obferving, that if the motion of his 
noble friend for the previous queftion failed, he fhould propofe an 
amendment to the original motion, I'hat the thanks of the Houfe 
be given to Lieutenant-Colonel Villette of the marines, for his 
joint exertions at BalVia. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, the noble Lord (Lauder¬ 
dale) had fpoken very truly when he laid it was an invidious talk 
to oppofc an acldrcfs of thunks to an Officer for his ferviees. During 
the courfe of a long parliamentary life, he never knew an inftance 
of it j and the gnumds upon which it was now attempted appeared 
to him cxtrcmclv ill founded. If w’as alkcd, whv the thanks were 
not given to the Duke of York for the taking of Valenciennes ? For 
the moll obvious of all jw^ffible rcafi.ns—the Duke t)f York com¬ 
manded a part of the Britilh forces during the liege, but there were 
other troops employed in the fiegc, and his Royal Highnefs a£lcd 
under the command of another Prince ; and bclidcs, the place it- 
felf, though of immenfe advantage in the w^ar, was not taken for 
the Englilh, but for our allies ; and therefore the cafe was quite 
diilindl; from the prefent. The whole f>f the condu6l of I^ord Hood 
in the Mediterranean hud beeti highly hcncficiul to this country, as 
well as highly honourible to himfclf, hut nvjrc particularly his con- 
quclf of Badia ; and if the fup])ofed fliLnion between the Com¬ 
manders fxirted, it only added to the Inllrc of the noble Lord's 
atchicvcmcnt. With refpcol to any other Officer feeling the ho¬ 
nour they have received by having the fhan'tcs of the Houfe dimi- 
niflicd by their being extended to anotl'.er, lie was furc they would 
all fee[Jliappy that the tnglilli navy Irad been uniformly fuccelsful ; 
for their minds n'crc above all little fenfations of envy. 

The queftion being put, their Lordlhips divided ; 

For the previous quellion, 5; Againft it, 31. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR then proceeded to read Lord 
Grenville’s original motion of thanks, when he was interrupted by 

Lixd LAD DERDALE, who inliiled that he had a right firft 
to propofe a motion of thanks to Colonel Villette, for his merito¬ 
rious ferviees at Corfica, Colonel V illcttc being equally entitled to 
them as I.ord Hood. [ A call to Order.] The noble Earl, how- 
ever, jx'rfifted, in what he called his right. 

I'he LORD CHANCELLOR ftwd up, and faid, he fpoke to 
order from the woolfack. 

Lord LAUDERDALE attempted to proceed, amidft the cry 
of “ The Chair! The Chair!” 

Lord IL\WKESBURY declared he fat thirty-five years in Par- 
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Ibnncnt, and never knew an inftance where, if a Speaker of either 
Houfe rofe to addrefs tlie Houfc from the place in winch he fat, 
any other ixjrfon rofe in oppofition ; in that fituation he was the or¬ 
gan and the voice of the Houfc ; and without a ftricl obfervance of. 
this particular, the Houfc could never prevent riots and difurdef. 
He called upcm their Lorddiips to fupport the Chair, or all that was 
decent and orderly in the Senate would be annihilated. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR then was heard on the point of 
order, and fccondcd by the Bilhop of Bangor, Lord Cirenville, 
Lord Hawkelbury, I-ord Caernarvon, I^rd Sydney, Lord Mans¬ 
field, and Lord Abingdon. 

The Duke of Bedford and Lord Derby fupported Lord Lauder¬ 
dale, who moved the following amendment to the fccond morion, 
that after the words ** thanks of the Houfe be given,” be inferted, 

to Lieutenant-Colonel Villettc, and,” &c. 

Lord SYDNEY allowed he was a meritorious and deferving 
young officer, but if his name was introiluccd, fo mufl all of the 
fame rank at Corlica. Tlie officers were all included in the motion 
before the Houfc, and. that was perfedBy fufficient. 

L'lic queftion was put on the amendment, and ttegatived. 

The Duke of BEDFORD here moved, ** 'J'liat the names of 
the other Britiih Admirals wiio adled with Lord Hood at Coriiea, 
fhould be inferted in the thanks.” 

This was alfo negatived, and the original thanks being put and 
parried, the Houfe adjourned. 

PROTEST 

Againft the vote of thanks to Lord HOOD. ,« 

ntSSENTIE VT, 

1. ^caafe it has not been the praftice of this Houle to vote thanks to 
officers commanding His Majefty’s forces by fea or land, except on occa- 
fions where they have eminently advanced the honour and promoted th? 
interefts of their country, by the mbit important and acknowledged 
fervices. 

2. Becaufe by voting the thanks of this Houfe, except in fuch inftsn- 
ces, we diminifh the value of the molt honouri|ble reward we have it in 
our power to confer, and leflen one of the beft incitements to future 
fervice. 

5. Bccauie the reduAion of fiaitia does not in itfelf appear to us to be 
focn a fervice as calls upon this Houfe for any extraordinary mark of ap¬ 
probation or applaule. 

4. Because, whatever the merit of that fervice may be, the other Ad¬ 
mirals of the fleet, and the Commanding Officers of His Majefty’s land 
forces, muft have had their fhare in it, and to refufc thanking them, as 
b^ ufualon ftmilar occafions, appears to us to juftify ui opinion that 
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the vote of thanks to Lord Hood originated from (bme motive of a private 
and perfonal nature, which it is improper for this Houfe to countenance. 

Becauie even Miniftera themielves do not feem, in the firft inltance^ 
to have confidered that fervice as entitled to fuch a mark of approhationa 
for though accounts had been received of the reduction of Bauia previous 
to thofe of the viftory obtained by the fleet under the command of Eail 
Howe, no intention was announced of moving a vote of thanks to Lord 
Hood, till this Houie had paid the juft tribute of gratitude and honour 
for that moft important and fplendid vi^ory. 

BEDFORD. 

LAUDERDALE* 

DERBY. 

THAKET. 

ALBEMARLE. 

fyedniifday, l^th ‘June. 

Their Lordftdps met, principally for the purpofe of going up 
with the addrefs voted on Friday laft to His Majefty; (for a copv^ 
of which, with His Majefty’s inoft gracious anfwcr fee the proceed¬ 
ings of tlic Commons of the fame date.) 

Fridayj 2oth June. 

The LORD CHANCICLLOR reported to the Houfe Lord 
How'c’s anfw’cr to tlic thanks of that Houfe: 


“ My Lord, 

“ Acknowledging my obligations in refi)ef'f of the very flattering terms 
in which your l^ordihip has been pleafed to make known to me the highly 
eftcemed honour conferred upon me by the unanimous refolutton of thanks 
of the Houfe of Lords, figniflcd in your letter of the i^tli inftant, 1 an 
to entreat that you will have the further goodnefs to afturc their Lordlhi^is 
of the deep impreflion 1 ftiall ever retain of their condcfccnding notice. 

** The merit I would aflurac on this occafion, confifts in my good for¬ 
tune, •mafmuch as I had the chief command, when fo many refolutc prin¬ 
cipal and fubordinate officers, as well as brave men ferving under their or¬ 
ders, were employed at that time in the fleet; and 1 mull add, that if tliere 
is canfc for triumph in the late defeat of the enemy at fea, it is truly the 
triumph of the Britilh failors, whofe animated and perfevering courage, 
I believe, has in no inftance ever been exceeded. 1 ftiall therefore have 
great incrcafe of happinefs in obeying the commands of the Houfe of 
Lords, by communicating to thofe fcvcral deferiptions of perfons the fenfc 
their I.otdlhips have deigned to exprefs of their good conduft. 

<* I have the honour to remain, with the greateft relpeA, 
My Lord, 

** Youi Lordlhip’s inoft obedient humble Icrvant, 

« HOWE,** 

** Tihe Charlotte, at Spitheai, 
the 1 Ztb day o/ Jnae, 1794 -” 
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Monday, T.'^d Jane, 

Their Lordfhips met, and, without any debate, adjourned to 
Monday next. 

Monday, 30/A yune. 

The Duke of LEEDS brought up the Report of the Committee 
appointed to infpe<St the buildings and avenues adjoining the Houfe, 
which being read, his Grace moved. That an humble addrefs be 
prefented to His Majefty, to give the ncccflary orders for cann ing a 
plan of repairs propufed by the Committee into execution. 

Ordered. 

The Houfe then adjourned to Monday next. 

Monday, ^th yuly. 

Lord AMHERST moved, that the farther confldcratlon of the 
trial of Warren Hailings (hould be poftponed to the fecond Tuefday 
in the next felTion of Parliament, which being put, was carried. 

Lord Amheril moved, that the Houfe ihould adjourn to Friday 
next. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE obferved, that the prefent fitua> 
tion of our aflairs required that feme proportion Hiould be fubmitted 
to their Loidfhips for conlidcration, previous to the prorc^ation of 
Parliament, and tlicrcfore he fubmitted to the Houfe, the propriety 
of meeting a day earlier than that of the intended prorogation, 
\rhich of courfc was Thurfday next, as he had no reafon to appre¬ 
hend that Parliament would be allowed to fit after Friday next. 
He then moved by way of amendment, that Thurfday next be in- 
ferted in the motion inllead of Friday. • • 

The amendment being put and negatived, and the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor having put the queftion on the original motion for Friday, 

The Duke of NORFOLK entered the Houfe.—‘His Grace faid, 
he fhould be happy to underfland from any of His Majedy’s Mini- 
llers, that it was not intended to advife the Crown to prort^uc Par¬ 
liament before an opportunity (hould be had for coming to (bme re- 
folutions on our prefent continental affairs. Some time ago we had 
an agreeable view of our conted with the enemy, he meant the vic¬ 
tory obtained over them by our fleet, but fince that time the prof- 
pedl of the war had become a very gloomy one; he did not mean to 
fay tiiat that part of the allied powers, offleers and men, that came 
tender the denomination of Britifh, would not do their duty, on the 
contrary, he was confident they would, but there were others whofe 

duty it was to be as eager at lead as ourfelves, of whofe iincerity, 
• 

2 
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in the prefent conjunaure, he doubted. He believed it was not 
now to be regarded as a fecret that the King of Pruflia abandoned 
altf^cchcr not only the fpirit, but allb the very terms of the laft 
treaty, between liim and this country. Xheir Lordfhips would rc- 
collcef, that a fublidy, to an iminerife amount, was agreed to be 
paid to that Monarch ; part of which he had now actually received, 
and no’v he was to withdraw himfelf entirely from the conteft. 
All this moOev muft hereafter be raifed by taxes, and taken out of 
the p(x:kcts of the people of this country; and for which, as it now 
appeared, no fcrvlce whatever was to be rendered. This being the 
fltuarion of our adliirs, he thought it the duty of that Houfe to ad- 
drefs His Majcfty, praying that he may be gracioufly pleafed to al¬ 
low them to conUnue fitting for fome farther time, in order that 
dicy may be enabled to deli'>cratc on impfjrtant affairs. The only 
thing he could now do, wms that of giving noiicc, that on Fiiday 
next he fltould bring forward a piY)pofition to the effed he had al¬ 
ready alluded to, unless he fttould in the interim receive any infor¬ 
mation from any of His Majefiy’s Minifters that (hould render his 
intended motion unneccifary; ftr indeed it appeared to him to be 
highly unworthy of the jufticc and the difcrction of that Houfe to 
jwcftT the cafe and plcafurc of its members, to tlie cxercife of its 
duty on important public affairs ; and tliat too at a time when many 
of the brave ofHccrs and failurs, w'ht) fought for us fo nobly, and 
fo gloruuifly conquered on the firft of June, wive languifliing under 
their bleeding w^ounds, and fome of them dying, for tltis to them, 
in their fituation, was an inclement fcafon. It w'ould be difgrace- 
ful, his Grace thought, for that Houfe to ncgledl iN duty at this 
crifis: he therefore begged ii to be underftood, that he fliould have 
a motion to make on Friday, for an addrefs to His Majcfty, to con¬ 
tinue th^ fitting of Parliament, Sec. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE moved, by way of amendment 
to the morion before the Houfe—“ That this Houfe do at its rifing 
adjourn to Friday next.” He did this, the noble Earl faid, to af¬ 
ford the noble Duke an oppr^rtunity, by continuing the fitting of 
the Houfe, to open more fully, if his Grace pleafed, the fubjeft of 
his motion, and the particuUrr circumftanccs which made it nccef- 
fary. 

This amendment was put and negatived. 

The Earl of I.AUDERDALE then reprobated in fevere terms 
this fort of precipitancy in carrying on, or rather palling by, the 
proper bufinefs of the Houfe: he thought the prefent an alarming 
crilis to this country from the afpc<9: of its continental aftliirs. He 
thought tlie public would be but little fatisfied witlx fuch conduA as 
VoL. XXXVIII. 3 H 
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the prefenti and he trufted, that if certain noble Lords had any 
particle left of that regard to order and decorum which always 
dught to didinguilh that Houfe, and conilantly to attend its proceed- 
ij^s, they would agree to the amendment he was about to move for, 
c^erwife, perhaps, the whole, difcufllon intended to be brought 
fprward by the noble Duke on Friday, might be entirely prevented. 
He therefore moved, that to the motion for the adjournment to 
Friday next, be added—** and that tlie Lords be fummoned.” 

The LORD CHANCELLOR obferved, that the complaint of 
the noble Earl, as to the precipitancy of Miniilers upon this occa- 
lion, was premature, for that in propofmg his amendment, he had 
not fpecified any thing that was intended to be moved. The noble 
Duke indeed had dated a propolitirm, which was clear and intelli¬ 
gible, and lie dared fay their Lordlhips w'ould attend to hear it on 
the day named. 

The Duke of NORFOLK exprefled hiinfelf fatisfied with the 
general underftanding that rheir Lordfliips w’ould attend on Friday. 

The Earl of Lauderdale’s anu ndnient was then negatived, and 
their Lordfliips adjourned to Friday next. 

Friday f i Hh July^ 

A few minutes before three o'clock, there being fevcral Peers in 
tlirir robes in the Houfe, 

The E.irl of LAUDERDALE faid, it w'as exceedingly unplea- 
fant to him to call their attention to a fubjccl that might not be 
agreeable to feme of their Lonlfliips, but the impropriety did not 
commence with him. I'heir Lordfhips would recolk£l, that a few 
<bys ago a noble friend of his (the Duke of Norfolk) gave notice 
that he fhould, on this day, bring forward a motion on a very im¬ 
portant fubjtiJV. TI'.c noble Duke was now' in his place,, .ready to 
make that motion, and confidering the very particular fltuatukn of 
the affairs of this country—confidering that perfons of very different 
and oppofite charaiSlers liad lately uniteil to nffifi the Executive Go¬ 
vernment, by the wifdom of their counfels, and by all their efforts ; 
it became, on that account, as well ns for various other important 
reaibns, highly neceflary that their Lordfliips fliould hear the pro- 
pofition which the noble Duke had to fubmif to them; but the 
noble and learned Lord, wiiofc duty it was to be now on the wool- 
lack, was not in the Houfe. That noble .and learned Lord had, 
when the notice was given, conveyed to the noble Duke, an af- 
Curance that he Ihould be attended to this day. His abfcncc was a 
groof of what the noble and learned Lord intended on that occafion. 
.He would not have given die noble Duke that aflfurance then, and 



DEBATES. 


A. 1794. 


419 


abfcnted himfclf now, if he ha*d not intended it as a trick to deceive; 
and to make it impoflTible for him to bring fon^^ard his propolition 
before Parliament was prorogued. This was a trick which would 
have been difgracofiil to a much lower chara<£lcr than the Lord 
Chancellor of lingland. Rut as it was their Lordllnps’ duly, in 
his opinion, Uj proceed to bulincis, notwithftanding this attempt to 
prevent it, lie fboul J do the only thing he could, to put their Lord- 
(hips in a fituntion to do lb, “ and therefore,” faid the noble Earl, 
“ I n«)W move, Tl\at }our Lordfliips do proceed to cleft a 
Speaker." 

The Lord Chancellor catjrie in foon after, and prayers being 
over, tl.e Duke of Norfolk faid, that as there could not now be 
time for debating tlic motion of which he had given notice, he 
fhould d. clinc giving their l/'rdllnps any trouble upon the fubjeft. 

The Earl of LAUDERDALE rofe, and was again proceeding 
. to comment upon the condiift of the lA>rd Chancellor, when he 


was intermuted bv the Kin-'s arrival being 


announced. 


Jlis Alajtdy came in ft::te to the Houle; and being leated on 


the Throne, and the Commtins attending at the bar, delivered a 


moll gracious fpecch: [I'or v. hieh fee the prtx’ccdings of the Com¬ 
mons. J Parliament was then prorogued in tlic ufual form to 
Tuefday the 1 otli day of Auguft next. 


3H51 
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THE 

FIRST REPORT 

From the COMMITTEE of SECRECY* appointed by the 
HOUSE of LORDS t to infpecl the Report and original Pa¬ 
pers, and the Book fcaled up in a Bag, delivered on Monday 
the 19th of May laft, by a MclTage from the Houfc of Com¬ 
mons; and who, by the Order-of the Houfc of Wednefday the 
21 (I of the fame Month, were empowered to fend for l\rfons. 
Papers, and Records, and to receive fuch Communiv'ation as 
may be made to them by His M.ijelly's Orders, or by the 
mittee of Secrecy appointed by tl»e Houfc of Corr.njons, and to 
report thereupon, from time to time, as they fhall fee cauie.— 
Ordered to be'primed 7th June, 1794. 

Ordered to refort, 

THAT the Committee have met, and, having carefully compared the 
faid Report with the original paj^ers referred to them, have come to an 
unanimous refolution immediately to report to your I.<ordfhips, 'I'hat ritey 
are fatisfied and convinced by clrcumtlancrs contained in thefe papTs, 
that a traitorous confpiraev' hatli been formed, and afts done in piirfiiunce 
thereof, by certain Societies and perfons in Jifferenc parts ui the kingdom, 
for the fuDverfion of the cftablidicd laws and conilitiition, and the intro- 
dudtion of that fyftem of anarchy and confuiion which has fatally prevailed 
in France. 

The fame evidence contains firong indications that meafures have been 
recently taken, and are ftill continuing, for providing arms of the molt 
Mrnicious fort to be diftributed amongft the favourers of this confpiracy, 
for eS^uating, by open force, the purpofes for which they have con- 
fpired. The Committee have therefore thought it their duty to continue 
the farther examination of the matters referred to them, and to fubmit to 
theconfideration of the Houle, Whether it may not proper that they 
0 iould be empowered to fend for perfons and papers, and to receive fuch 

* The following is a Lift of the Lords of the Committee : 

Tie Lord Chancellor, Earl of Carlijle, 

Lord Prin/jf Seal, Earl of Caernarvon, 

Duke of Leeds, Earl of Chatham, 

Dnke of Portland, Earl of Mansfield, 

Earl of Hardvikke, 

4 For the Ueportofthe Committee of the Houje of Commons, with Appendixes 
large, vide the oSavo edition, prmted unifomm to hind up with t^ Parlior 
mentpsy.Regfter, and to he had of j, Diebretr, nccadilly. 
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communications as may be made to them by His Majefty’s orders^ or by 
the Committee of Stcrecy appointed by the Houfe of Commons ; whole 
vigilance and aftivity, in providing for the public fafety, cannot fail to 
excite a proportionable zeal and emulation in your LordChips for detecting 
this fetne of iniquity, and thereby averting the calamities in which the 
farther progrefs of fuch a confpiracy might have involved the nation. 


SECOND REPORT 

By the Lords Commit toe. appointed a Committee to infpe^l die 
Rep in md original Paticrs, and the book fealed up in a bag, 
di:Ii-"'n.’d on Monday the 19th of May laft, by a ineiTage from 
the Commons. 


OROaaED TO REPORT, 

THAT your Committee has proceeded in the farther examination of 
the books and papers referred to them ; and, in purfuance of the powers 
given to them liy the Houfe, have alfo taken under their conlideration the 
depositions and examinations of feveralpcrfons, pap«*rs found in the enfto* 
dy of 'Iiofe who have been apprehended, and intelligence communicated 
to rli.-ni by one of His Majelfy’s Secretaries of State. 

After a diligent inveliigation of all tliofe fources of information, the 
concluhons they had formerly ftated to the Houle, and the fadts and pro- 
pofttions contained in the Report of the Secret Committee of the Houu: of 
Commons referred to them, appear to be incontrovcrtibly eftabblhed. 
The extent and danger of the extravagant and fiital defigns entertained 
by a manlxir of difaL-tlcid pcrlbns, and th^ rapid progrefs lately made in 
the meafures taken to carry fuch dcfigns into execution, are illullratcd and 
made manifed in as fatisfadory a manner as circumilantial evidence can 
admit. 

The firft objeft to which the attention of your Committee hath been 
dircAed, was the preparation of arms, referred to in their firll Report, of 
which they were then only authorifed to fay, that llrong indications had 
appeared. The evidence which they have iince examined, as well as fub- 
lequent difeoveries providentially made, have brought that important part 
of the cafe more fully to light. 

But in order to place that objcA in its juft point of view, and to illuilrate 
its connetftion with other parts of the general confpiracy for the deftruc- 
tion of the Conftitntion, it has appeared to your Committee that it would 
be fit to ftate, in the fii^ place, the circumftances which preceded that 
prroaration of arms, and thofe under which it took place. 

From authentic and public documents it appears,^ that, fubfcquent to 
the imprifemment of the late French King, the abolition of Monarchy, 
and the eftablilhment of a democratical and revolutionary Govttnmwit 

Francii, a dircdl: and avowed correfpwidencc was carried on between 
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• the Convcntioi in France and cert^iin perfons in His Majefty’s dominion*, 
io^the undifguiivd purpofcof an union of principles and conduct. 

The addretlli fcnt to the French Convention in the month of Novem¬ 
ber, 1792, and the nnfwers returned to them, arc matter* of public no¬ 
toriety. I'he Committee, referring to the ftatement given of tnem by the 
Report of the Sec ret,Committee of the 1 Ionic of Commons, have farther 
to obferve njxjn thefe addrefl'es, that it now appears that the idea was firft 
conceived after the muiTacres at Paris, in the beginning of September, 
1792, w'as drawn into form after the invafion of the Netherlands, and 
that it was not the fudden ail of a fow individuals, or even of one particu¬ 
lar Society, but was long under deliberation, communicated to other So¬ 
cieties in didcrent parts of the kingdom, alTcmbled under various names, 
and the common pretext of parliamentary reform, adopted by many, and 
finally tranfmitted as a declaration of tS^feiflinicnts of a majority oi the 
Englidi nation. 

The Committee has bellowed a particular attention to invedigatc the 
proceedings of that Society which aifiimcd the name efthe London Cor- 
xei{X)nding Society; bfcaufe, from the characlcr, habits, and condition 
Lof thofe w’ho cuinpofc it, compared with the llylc and language, as well 
as the method and contrivance difeovered in their proceedings, it is moft 
probable that it mull have been guided by perfoiis of a luncrior education, 
and more cultit ated tah'nts, tlian apf»ear amongft tlw niem'ijcrs of this 
Society. For the direct and avowed connection w hich tool; place in the 
beginning of April lail between this Society and the Society for Conllitu- 
tional Information, and the jihui of co-operation then eftablifned between 
them, tlij Committee again refer to the Report of the Secret Committee 
' of the Houie of Cominoiis now before the Houfe. 

The London Corref|X)ndiiig Society, in the firil formation, which w'as 
»bout January 17921 iip^varsto have been planned and dirciiicd by lead¬ 
ing Mimlvrs of the Soi icty for ConfLitutioiial Informat ion, and in the 
courfe of its fubfequent pi ocecvlings, the mcafuns thev puruicd were in 
many inlbinces priv.itelv concerted with pcrlons ol tin* l'ame<lefcription.— 
The number of perfons firll atT'mhled did not cxcci*d two hundicd. In 
the courfe of a lew month'., their commiiniratioiis with limibr Societies 
•in various places lx:came very frequent, jmd they began to airumc a form 
and method of proceeding by fubdiviilon- and delog'.fons, uhicb^gave to 
them an appearance of confequcnce, and of increaling numbers. They 
were■ the oue.nftble promoters of the addrefs to the Fivn..h Convention, 
prefented in November 179:, and the inftruinents to carry on the ccur- 
velpnnde -cc upon it in the country ; from whence they have taken every 
occaliun to extend their communication w'ith thefe other Societies which 
they have indullriouily drawn to a clofe, intimate, and dependent con¬ 
nection. 

The war, commenced againft His Majefty by the perfons exercifing the 
powers of Government in France, fuppreffed the open comn-unication 
with the French Convention; but neither that circuihllancc, nor the re¬ 
peated decl nation of Parliament, had any elFeCl to reftrain the avowal of 
thole dbdrincs which had led that Convention to all thofe excefles which 
have proved fo dellruClive in France to the principles of focial order, of 
religion, and of morality. 

In the courle of the year 1795; a plan appears to have been conceived, 
•Bd in fome degree brought into a regular ftiape, fur unitbg the difierent 
Bieetings, formed by the artful dilTemination of iediri.,us publications, in- 
vittog men to follow the example of Fiance, into fuch a body as might 



be brought to aft to one given objcfti and be fabjeft to one general 
re^on. \ • - 

The moft marked efleft of this plan \as, the affcmbling of a body, under 
the name of a Convention, which made its firll public appearance at Edin¬ 
burgh on the zqth of Odlolxir, 1795. 

^Tl>e defi'^n ot this meeting had been known and concerteiWbr fome time 
irith Societ .es in England, particularly with the Society for Condituiional 


Infi^rmation, and the L.ondon Correrpundiiig Society, 'fwo clcleg.>tc3 to' 
this meeting were chof'n, and lent from tlic l.ondon Correrpon-Jing So- 
ciet)’; a r«.*giilar allowiinc" for th«‘ir jourm'v and expcnccs, at rate very 
conliucrablo in refpett to the app.iicnt funds of that Society, was votc^ 
for the,r fupport, and aclually paid ; th .fc delegates were Margaret and 
Gmald. 'I’hcy apjjcared, by tl;e fi*<|ucl, to ha.'c been, in elEft, not only 



afterwards produced cijrniniiuooi-. * 'Two delegates were alfo chofen from 
the Society for Conrtitutionjl Information—S nclair, andaperfon known 
under th ■ n - me id’ Verk •. 

litrin; {'oir d.i. '! in cxn'ftation of the EnjliHi delftritcs, the 
meeting, wl.icli !nd t Oi about i ijo vihrcro.jt parts of 

Scorlanci, lVp.ar.itcd, ivcmuj’c ilic I'.nglifl'ha.-no: ir-itcd. In- 
two days afterward I 1.1a Sdviii..dfo arrived; 

acd Sill. lair, one '.i‘r!ie d- .. "o - iVoin tiso fb C 'rd'.Vntional In- 

lorni:i'';on : Mr. iian.-'inti kn.. .i.i and 
fehes to come on the. p"’.! Mi'a ''•c ciecy, e di--* 

Iwving noco;iMnli;l''n. ni.i.’i i!..i, -•yp.- 
duced to a General Coni'inl ct : .c Lo'- vcntion, and rc-teived as dele¬ 
gates. 

A m-eting of the Convcntlm, whico had f. parated befer- the appear¬ 
ance of rhefe p-r>Vus, was i.'Tini- 'ria'ij'.' I urn morn'.: \iy ."ivti". i..g the Secre¬ 
tary, and b\ pidilic .'tdvuii 
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.-.iK C i'.i».'.\ iV, and V ere all intro- 
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in fettli"g forms, 
■.!' ’.;us fiirjvofed to lie 


ing tedit clf to be, " in'Frit'Hi Convention, ans; afiumed that f.yle in 
their iijinntc-. other pr e.ecoi'', w iii-ii v.crc uat..;i in the fird year 
of the llritifn Coiucnih.n,” and in .ome " in the lirft year of 

the britiih I'loiivention Ov- i/v./... 

Ihe meeting tlius f.rm d, p-o.c..’..i to :ia m ex.aft imitation ef the 
French C.invention. A] its foims p'-.i/es, and mod-j ofpro- 


rhis liyle, at temptrn ' to inditiite Primary Sonet! 

and Dcrenincntsin the GouiiUy. Cn ihe 'P..i v. .Novemoer, t.i.y came 
to a refolution of d<*clar d oi’po.'ition and K-rnomcc to the au bu ity of 
Parliamnu, under .a refervc tb.it it ll.ould not be entered on the nimutca 

till the clofe of their ' flings. .-j . 

After tliis, the fpliit and adivity of tne Magiftratcs were cstcrtcd to 
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this Coaveation; and on 5th of December, 1795, the ring- 
leaders were apprehended, their pa^rs feieed, and feme of them have 
fince been tried and convicted of t^ crimes laiu to their cliarsm. 

Notwlthftanding the joll and laudable exertions of tli<. Civil Authority 
to fupprefs this enormous di;order, the mifehief intended has been in part 
efieAuaced, h)r th-. ie hasexiiied a meeting formed cn the model of the 
French Convc»/..ion, iTuining the name of the ilritilh Convention, which, 
from the 19th of November t-. the 5th of December, *793, has been ex¬ 
hibited in this kingd*it], with an open publicattun of all its tranfadtlons, 
in a ncwfpapcr, conducted by one of its members, to ferve as a pattern of 
the form and method in which a future Convention might proceed to a&. 

It alio appears from the lequcl that there dill remained a Committ^ of 
Secrecy and Emergency found in chat meeting, which had continued to 
condudl fubfequent operations in Scotland. 

The Committee have thought it inuxirtant to call the attention of the 
Houle to this tranladion, becaufe it a)jjfjK$>sv by the evidence produced 
to them, to have been concerted at lea:*, if not direded, by thedifaffed- 
ed Societ’cs in England, and to have a moft intimate connexion with the 
frquel of the confpiracy carried on here. 

From the time of the meeting and difperfion of the Convention at Edin¬ 
burgh, the Societies in Kngluid began to ad with increafed vigour and 
adivity. Their refolutions exprelTed a warm approbation of the proceed¬ 
ings of the Convention at Ealinburgh ; ftrong declarations were made in 
boialf of thofe who Had been brought to trial and cotivided; fubferiptions 
entered into for their encouragement and fupjmrt; and fome projeifs ap¬ 
pear to have been enter.iined for their refeue. 

The London Correfpondir.g Society had continued to extend its cor- 
refpondence, and allb us influence with the other Societies difperfed in 
the country, and had, in the month of February laft, adopted a refulution 
1(0 arrange the memlxrs into diviflons of thirty, compofed of thofe who 
lived neareft to each other, that they might eaflly be aflemblrd together 
upon any emergency. They had alfo procured about that time a {dan of 
a conftitution to be formed, which was printed and circulated amongft 
the leveral diviflons, by fume of whic^ ir had been approved, and at the 
time when the Secretary was apprehended, was about to be referred to the 
General Meeting of Delegates for its final fandtion. By this plan, befldes 
the feffion of thirty, clafled fo as to lie ready to come forth at the fame 
time, there were to be fecondary feflions often each, under the lapeefen- 
tation and direfrion of a Tythingman. lliere was ^fo a general Com- 
initcee of Correfpondence. 

I'his Committee, in fafr, appears to have exifled for a ronflderable 
time, to have confifted of a number not exceeding five, to have cranfaA- 
ed and diredlcd all the fecret buflnefs of the Society, and they w^re au¬ 
thorized to communicate to the larger meetings only fuch matters as they 
thought advifcable. 

It feems almoft unneceflary for the Committee to {joint out to the ob- 
(ervation of the Houfe, that a Society (whatever be the condition of the 
individuals who compofe it) fo organized, the phrafe they adopt in their 
printed plan, and fo conneded with other Societies in various parts of the 
ifland, IS ca]>able of giving the immediate efleff of an united 0{)eration to 
whatever meafures may be pro{)ofed by their leaders, efpecially when the 
recen t example of France alFords fo flnking an inftance of the deflrufrive 
eficA of fuen a combination. The Committee muft at the fame time re- 
inark, that this conftitution (as it is called) in the declaration of prtn* 
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Se the te\ required of the Members, and 

whil S ffln! T f® provifions, evidently Ihcw that the model on 

S wwerani^^S ^ Dcmagogua .hrough 

n^®f this ftate of things, and when all this arrangement had been pre- 
vioufly formed, the project of procuring arms was brought forward. The 
precife date when it took place cannot be afcertaincd, for it appears to 
have been condufted m moll places with peculiar fccrecy and caution* 

00 early as the time ot the meeting at Edinburgh, the facility of pro¬ 
curing arms, particularly pikes, the ufc and efficacy of them as it had 
^n pro ved rntranw, had been difeuffed at fomc of the divifton meetings, 
but no fpccific mcafure to this efiett had been taken till a much later 
period. •• 

About the month of MarchT79^’ private meetings had been held twice 
^ r r*.and adjoining to the metropolis, for the pur- 
pofe of inlfrufting men in the ufe of the firelock ; the places of fuch mat¬ 
ing were changed to avoid deteftionj and wcrechofcnby a Committee. 
They exercifed cmeny by^ nightand no perfons were admitted bat by a 
printM ticker, with the infeription, ** Liberty to thole who dare to be 
tree. I he number of firclocKs adlually provided, as far as it has been 
difeovered, may feem inconfidcrable for the execution*of any dcfign, al¬ 
though, for the parpyfe of teaching the excrcife, it had a moft dangerous 
extent; but in refpeft of the circumftanccs of the perfon ivho purcTialcd. 
or fubferibed for the purchale, the number is an objedt of fome cohlid^r^- 
tion; and it apjjears that the Artillery Houfe, and Gunfmith Ihops in va¬ 
rious parts of the metropolis, were looked to as lurnifliing a ready refource 
upon occafion, and^ as the means of providing an abundant fupply of arms 
to perfons already inllrudled in the ufc of them. 

i he Committee has Hated the number, fo far as already dilcovered, 
to be inconfidcrable; bur they mull add, that after they fiippofed their 
inquiry to be doled, a recent (lifcovery communicated to them has added 
largely to the uumix'r. 

The ufe of pikes formed a Hill more confidcrablc part of the intended 
armament. The clfcd; of this weapon had often been difculTcd al meetings, 
and a correfpondence had been entered into with perfons at Sheffield for 
providvl^ a fupply of them. The price for the Iron work was fixed fo 
low as a Ihilling; and if the coll exceeded that amount, (which it appears 
it mult have done} the ovei plus was to be paid by a perfon at Sheffield, who 
was to be rcimburfed by the Society. In puifuance of this plan, letters, 
dated the 24th of April, were fent from Sheffield to tim Correfponding So¬ 
ciety, and, under their cover, to another Society at Norwich, advcrtifing 
■“ them that the pikes were in a forward Hate of preparation, and fixing the 
terms on which the)' were to be delivered. 

The Committee think it proper to fubjoin a hand bill, printed in April' 
for the London Correfponding Society, and didributed at a meeting: 

**■ Countrymen, you are told by thofe who are in office that you 
arc in danger of a French invafion; you are told by thofe who are 
** out of office that you are in danger of a Heffianor Hanoverian Inva- 
** fion: in either cafe arras will be of ufe to you. Agree among 
** yourlelves. Get arnu, and learn the ufc of them.” 

At Sheffield, the rocafurc of arming with pikes, after the example of the 
French, was more openly purfued: it had lieen recommended in April lad,, 
in public harangues, by n perfon whofe name often occurs in the couple of 

VoL. xxxvin. 31 
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thUconfpiracy* bat who has ^etbeen apprehended,^ to great numbers 
.of people, as well as by hand bills diftributed,' exciting them to arm. 
The pikes were made under the orders of that perfon, who particularly 
dire£led the form and fize of them. Several perlons were enmfoyed in the 
manufaflure, which was making a confiderable progrefs, before the alarm 

S iven by the apprehenfion of the Secretaries of the two Societies in Lon- 
on. Befidcs the pikes, another fort of bdrument was produced at 
Sheffield, the u(e of which was (as explained) to be thrown about in the 
night on the road, for laming the men and the horfes who might be em¬ 
ployed to quell any commotions. 

In the progrefs of the examination into this confpiracy, an accidental 
difeoverv was made in Scotland, which has more fully explained the ex¬ 
tent of the danger, and t^e ample range of the whole delign. 

From the nature of the procccdir^'^X.ricd on in Scotland, in conle- 
qoenceof that difeovery, it was imp'oilible for the Committee to examine 
particularly into the evidence of it; they have therefore tranfmitted to the 
Houfe the information communicated to them on this head, in the form 
in which they have received it, and added it in an Appendix to the Re¬ 
port. All the obfervations they arc authorifed to make upon it is, that 
the evidence which they have examined, clearly proves, ift. A decided 
purpofe of forming another Britilh Convention in fuch centr:d place at 
mould be afterwards communicated, zd. Meafures concerted, and in 


part aAually taken, for aflembling that Convention, jd. A preparation 
of arms to op}X>fe and withfland any attempt to difperfe fuch a meeting, 
^th. A continued conneCi'tion and correfpondcnce between thofe Societies 
in England, by whofe co-operation thel'e meafures were to be executed, 
and the leading Members of the former Britilh Convention, which adually 
held its meeting at Eiiinburgh in November 179 v 

Upon the fubjeft of the preparation of arms, the Committee have been 
forced to enter into more detail than wasconfiftent with the general plan 
of their Report in ref{x:£l to the other parts of the cafe, which was to ftate 
the general rcfult, and not the particular circumftances. 

On the moil deliberate confideration of all the evidence before thein, 
it appears to the Committee, that there are the moll convincing proofs, 
not only of a plan formed in theory, to procure, by legal means, fome par¬ 
tial change ot the laws by which this kingdom has been hai^Uy^verned, 
but of a formed confpiracy to alTeinble, under the name of a Conyctition, a 
number of perfons amiming to be the reprefentatives of the nation for the 
exprefs purpofe of making their relblutions to be law, and of fubverting, 
1 ^ their authority, the whole frame of the Government, and the Conllitu- 
tion of this realm, its Monarchy, its Parliament, and its fundamental 
laws. ^ 

That to effefluate the purpofe of this coufpiracyy mealures had been ' 
a^ually taken for an arrangement and dillribution of the perfons feduced 
to engage in it, a concert and communication cftabliihed betureen difie- 
rent bodies of men in different parts of the country, to aflemble at foUie 
certain time or place, by Ibme fecrct concert and dtrc£lion, confulta- 
tions held of the a£ls to be done for the furtherance of this confpiracy of 
the mud traitorous impoit, and arms prraared and preparing for fupporc- 
ing, by force, the fudden execution of thefe danng and defperate de- 
Bgns, the fuccefi of which, if they could have fucceeded, luuft^ have 

S oduced the total liibverflon of the Conftitution, with thededrudion of 
ZB Majcdy'sjperlun, family and Government, and the annihilation of 
laws and forties, and the mere attempt of which, though we may 
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juftly conclude, that by the loyaky of the kingdom it muft have been de¬ 
feated, weuM have involved this country in all the horror* of infurrec- 
non, from the cal imuies of which we have now, by the Divine Provi- 
dence, been happily exempted. 

The Committee mud farther obferve, that there is alfo as llrong a 
degree or evidence as the nature of the cafe will admit, that the aim of 
the leaders in this confpiracy extended to as complete a revolution in this 
country, as that which has taken place in France lince the month of Au- 
guft 1792. 

Their adoption of the principles and opinions of the French Conven¬ 
tion ; their incedant exertions to propagate the iaine du^rines here; theic 
attachment to the lutcrells of the hrcnch revolutionary Government; 
their pcriualion that there wa* Misimimatc coniiedlion between the caufe 
they meant te fci ve. and the fuccefs ^the French, and even their hope of 
deriving affiftance from the French arms, appear not by loofe talk, but 
by thc deliberate and advifed difeourfes held at their meetings, by the 
written corn Ipondencc of fume of the moil artivc Members, and by the 
cominunieatiiins between the different Socictii a; cmiHIirics alfo have been 
fent by them among His M-ijelly’s troop-., ami papers circulated in the 
vain hope of fediu'iii?, ibr:n troin their loyalty ; and projects of the moll 
defpcraic .uid nature, refpccting the Members of both Houfes 

of rarliament, and even the faftty of HisMijcIly's moil facred perfoii 
and of His R.jyal Family, have not merely been uttered, but entertained 
and difeufled amongtl them. 

The odcniible object oJ the fcvcral meetings whofc Members were to 
be the followers in this cMnfpiracy, namely, Parliamentary Reform, is 
a pretext that could impolc on none but the moil credulous, ignorant, 
and unwary : The only rciorm they ever picfilfcd was the cllablilhment 
of univerfal fuHrage, and aiinu.il rcjirefciitation; thefe they had airum- 
cd and declared to be tiicirs hy inherent and unalienable right; a right 
not to be relinqaillied but with their lives, and which none but thieves 
and traitors could wiih to withhold from them. 


The ailembiiug a Convention was evidently not for confulting upon the 
fitnefs of the ineiifur?, but to be itfelf the means of obtaining it; and 
they badjjicvioufly difclalmed, in the molt exprefs terras, the only legal 
means Ji obtaining any change of the exifting laws by an application to 
the Legiflature, declaring that they mull depend only on their own 
flrength and courage, for obtaining of what they termed their rights. 

The neceflary icfult is, that the application of ftrength and courage 
mull have been the obie<M for which fuch an ailembly was to be called, it 
not being the purjiole of thofc who formed it to obtain laws from any other 
authority but their own; having, not only in the private meetings, but 
public declarations, openly profefled that they were to ieck redrefs from 
their own laws, and nut from the laws of thofe they termed their plun¬ 


derers, encmit’S, and oppreflbrs. . . v 

The accompliIhment of fucha purpofe neceffarily implies the overthrow 
of all fubordination in the State, the abolition ot the cilabliihed form 01 
Parliament, together with the deftruaion of hereditary monarchy, and 
the fubvcrfion of every fafeguard which the wifdom of ages has eftabUlh- 
ed in this happy co..*,. 1 y for th^ peace and welfare of fociety, for the en¬ 
couragement of induftry, morality, and religion, for the proteflion of 

• ^ ■ « _ .*/i_ _ ^ 1 : .stM Minvinenc cn 


tfigns, deUberately euiertaioed, 
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of being attempted to be executed, your Committee feel that they hare 
executed their duty jn laying before your Lordlhips the important rcfult 
of their in^iries; and that ijc becomcd them to leave it to the wifdom of 
your Lordlhips to conlidcr what Ikpsit may be proper for this Houle to 
take, in order to mauifeli: its abhorrence of this wicked confpiracy; its 
defire that every proper mcafurc may be exerted in order to give energy 
and vigour to the execution of the laws by which the fubjefts of thia 
rea^in arc protefted againft thefe criminal purpofes j and its rcadinefs to 
afford to Hi's Majclly eveiy degree of afliuance and fupport which is due 
•from us as loyal and affeaionate fubjeds, and as men deeply impreffed 
with a fenfe of the value of the blclTings which we enjoy. 
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No. I. 

Litter from the Rivht Jlomurahle Mr, Secretary DunAtSy to the Lord 
Prity Sealy dated R’hritehally May i^thy 1794) inclojin^ four Draughts 
of PikiSy or Spear Heads, 

y 

MY LORD, Wjitebally May \()y 1794. 

I HAVE received this mornlnjj from the Sheriff Depute of the county 
of Edinburgh, authentic information ot an accidental difeovery, made 
on the Tjth and i6th ult.; the general report of which I feel it propeir 
to (late to you, as it feems materially conneflcd with the Inquiry in 
which the Secret Committee of the Houfc of Lords is now engaged. 

The creditors of a bankriijit having received information that part of 
his gooils bad been cmber-zled, and were fecreted m the houfc of an in¬ 
dividual, the ufual warrant was ilfucd, authoriiing a Icarch to be mado 
in the fufpe^led place ; and, in carrying it into execution on the after¬ 
noon of the 15th, the officers difeovered in a private place, where they 
appeared to have been concealed, twelve pike or fpcar heads of the con- 
flnicHion and dimenlions in the inclofcd draught. The proprietor of tfaa 
houfc, who happened to be f rom home at the rime, was foon thereafter 
taken into cuflody; aiirl, on being carried before the proper Magiftratc for 
examination, refuted to give any account of thefe weapons, to whom they 
belonged, or for what purpofes they were intended. On a more narrow 
fcurcli, there was likcwifc difeoverrd in a private and concealed part of 
the houfc, two other jnkc or fpear heads, fimilar to the others; two bat¬ 
tle axes, of the form and dimenlions delineated in the inclofed paper ; 
and a iliaft or pole with a ferew on the end, fitted for receiving cither the 

ipea'' head, or battle axe. ^ 1 j* 

Vmmediate inquiry being made after the perfons wxth\yhom this Indi¬ 
vidual had lately been feen in company, and two blackfmiths being men¬ 
tioned among them, their huufes and lliops were immediately fearched ; 
one pf the two was alfo taken into cullody, the other efcaped and ab- 
fcoiidcd. In the (hop of the firll of tbefc men were found four pike or 
{bear heads finifhed, fitted with ferews and lockets, and ready to be fixed 
on fhafts ; eight battle axes, alfo fitted and fiuiflicd; and twenty blades 
more not quite finiftied, hut nearly fo. 

In the fliop and dwclling-houfc of the other who had abfeonded, no 
fuch weapons were found j but the apprentices, on being examined be¬ 
fore a Magiftratc, acknowledged that the pike or fpcar heads hrft diic^ 
vered had been privately manufaaurcd in their maftci’s lliop during the 
Murfe of this fortnight pad, and carried privately to his houfe as foon as 

T^ic battle axes and blades appear alfo to have been maniifaftur^ 
within this fortnight paft, and were intended, as the maker of them faid, 
for the purpofc of arming the people flioiild an invafion take gace .• but 
it appears, that to his apprentices, whom he had employed m affifting him 
to make them, he pretended they were meant for a gate: an account ob-* 
vioufly falfe, as he could not point out any gate for which thelc weapons 
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were inteoded; nor name any perfon who had ordered him to frame a 
gate ot fo particular a conilruftion. 

Tbefe circu in (lances have induced the Magifiratci to commit all the 
perfons conctinrd for examination ; and the refult of the inquiries which 
are at pi eft nt canying forward, 1 expefi: will be regularly communicated 
to me. It is pioper alfo to inform your Lordfliip, that all the perfons 
chiefly concerned ^pcar to hare been Members ol the Britifli Conven¬ 
tion which met at Edinburgh laft winter, and fince the difperiion uf it, 
3>Bve continued the mod adhve and hading (lerfons in the (ocicties whofc 
del^ates conipofed the principal pai t of that meeting; who appear ar 
preifnt taking measures tor calling another Convention of the fame 
nature, which they cxpefled is to take place foon in England; and fome 
of whom have acknowledged, 'fhat the of the individuals coin- 

poling thefe Ibcieties arming thcmfclvA with ipeais and pikes, has, 
within thefe tew weeks pall, been the fubjedt or converfation amongft 
them, and Heps taken tor cairying that purpofe into execution with cau¬ 
tion and fecrecy. 

The iilence of one of the perfons, the inconfiilent and contradidlory 
account ot the other, and the flight ot the third, throw a very flrong 
iUfpicion on the purpohs and intentions ot the paitics concerned in this 
iranfadlioii. The Shdiift is, in the coartc ot his duty, piocecding to in- 
'Vefligate the matter more accutatcly: But 1 confider it ncciflaiy and 
proper to communicate, through )uur Loidfliip, to the Committee, in¬ 
formation fo intimately connedted with the objedt ot inquiries, however 
impertedl that intormafion (lill is; but which 1 have no doubt will foon 
be ciunpleted* 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lotdthip*s moft obedient humble fervant, 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

mejt mhlt M^rqms of Stafford, 


Draught, No. i, 

Referred to in Mr, Secretary Dundas’s Letter, dated l^'liitcbatl,* ^th 
May, 1794, contains the diineniions ot the head of a pike or fpear; 
fourteen flniflied ones tound in the houfe of Robert Watt, merchant; 
two floiflied ones were alfo found in the houfe of Robeit Orruck, 
fmith, who acknowledged he made them; eighteen unfinithed ones 
were alfo found in the houfe or lliop ot Orrock. 

Draught, No. 2, 

Contains the exa6l dimenfions of one weapon found in the poflrelGon>of 
Robert Watt. 

Draught, No. 3, 

Contains the exaft dimenilons of another weapon found in the poflei&on 
of Robert Watt; alfo of an iron venal for putting on the end ot a flaff 
(wpole. 

Draught, No. 4, 

Contains the exsdt dimenflons of a wespon found in the workflw^ of Ro* 

‘beA Orrock, tmitb, at I>eant near Edinburgh { nine others of the feme 

' If^nd tecte alfe tound in the feme place. 
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DEBATES. ♦St, 

No.\r. ! 

Letttr from the Right Ilonourable Mr, Secretary Dundas^ to the Lard 
Pri>vy Sealf datedWaitehallf May 23^, 1794, inclojing eofy of a grimed, 
papetf dated Dundee^ 12th Aprils 1794. 

MY LORD, Whitehall^ z^dMcy, X794« 

I HAVE^ received this morning farther accounts from the Sheriff De¬ 
pute of Edinburgh of the tran&£iion ihtted in my laff letter, and the 
refnlt of the inquiries fince made bv that Magiftrate, and which are ftitt 
going forward, appear to me of fuen a nature as to deferve the particular 
attention of the Secret Committee. 

One of the individuals mentioned in my former letter has fince made 
a difclofure; and a perfon fince taken into cufiody, and who appears to 
have been privy to the wJ||||e^an(a^ion,^as confeifed that.thefe wea¬ 
pons were the firft of a ver^nS^ number and c]uanticy aAuaily ordered 
to be made, and intended to be privately difperled among the Members 
of the various Societies throughout Scotland, ilyling thcmfclves Friends' 
of the People, and who appear to be at prefent employed in taking mea- 
fures for calling together another Britiflt Convention of Delegates to be 
held in England. An order has been given from one town alone m 
Scotland for a large quantity of weapons of the nature deferibed ; no leis 
a number than four thoufand has been mentioned, ^nd more are intended 
to be diftributed in Edinburgh. EmilTarics appear alio to have hem 
difpatchcd within this fortnight or three weeks pail to the manufadiuring 
towns in'the well of Scotland, for the purpofc of founding the inclina¬ 
tions of fuch of the inhabitants there who arc known to bv; Members of 
thefe Societies, and there is rcafon to believe, from information received 
from various different quarters, that thefe perfons have by no means been 
unfuccefsful* 

Patllcy is in particular alluded to as being in a fiate of great readlnefs 3 
and there has been pofirive information received through other channels, 
chat ivtthin thefe three weeks, perluns of that defeription have aflembled 
thcmfclves to a very confidcrablc number in the night-time for the |Jtir- 
pofe ofprailifing the ufc of arms. The particulars of this information, 
and the extent to which thefe meetings have proceeded, arc at preienr 
matter of inquiry with the proper Magiftrates of the place, but the refult 
hst'^ifot yet been received. 

The formation of this plan is now traced home to certain perfons, tome 
of whom are in cuftody, who appear to be ciitruftcd by thefe Societiet 
in Scotland with the moft unlimited powers in dire£liug their future pro¬ 
ceedings, carrying on their correfjiondence, and who aft as a Committee 
of Secrecy, conliiling of a certain number of perfons, the principal and, 
moft afttvc Members of the Britifh Convention. The choofing of Dele¬ 
gates to the expefted Convention in England, the place of whole meeting 
IS not vet divulged, and the raifmg of contributions among the various 
Societies throughout Scotland for defraying the charges of fuchJ^lcgate^* 
appear to be the material part of their prelenc employment, and in whica- 
it w'ould feem they have made fomc progrefs; and it is the fame Cmn- 
mittee who have fisr theft fbme weeks paft been confulting and taki^ 
tncafures for arming thcmfclves and the members of t^hc vwious ciqbs 
with pikes and battle-axes, and who have employed the perfons abwe- 
mentioned in manufafturing them. The feheme appears to nave 
firft propoftd and agreed upon about a mouth ago; to have been ni^ 
cafrisd on with-the utmoft fecrecy and caution; aad the i#eaj>ons, lo lar 
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as has yet been diicovered, manuni^ured by fucb perfons, in fuch fmall 
quantitieSi in fuch circumftances/and under fuch pretences, as not to 
render the pro^refs of the work probably liable to fulpicion or deletion; 
andJt was brought to light by the very accidental and fingular incident 
which 1 mentioned in my former letter. 

I have the fatisfaftion of obferving, that the magidrates and officers of 
the law in Scotland have been and flill continue a<£livc in the (earches 
and inquiries making at the ditlercnt fufpcdled places within their refj^« 
five jurifditflions. In Perth and Dundee nothing has been difeovered 
which can lead me to bdieve, that mcafurcs have been taken in either 
of thefe places for making artm^ the manufadhire of which feems to 
have been contined to Edinburgh, and intended to have been gradually 
difperfed from thence to fuch places as require them. No fuch w'eapons 
have been difeovered at Pai^' or in its neighbourhood, though the in¬ 
tention of arming and holmng rcgulajjangq^aly meetings arc perfcdly 
afeertained. 

Information has alfo been communicated, of the authenticity of which 
there is no room to doubt, that a conl'piracy has been turnxed, as fuon as 
a proper number of thefe weapons were diflributed among the Friends of 
the people in Edinburgh, to icizc in the night the perfuns of the prin¬ 
cipal magiflrates and officers of the law, the banks, the public offices, 
'guards, and prifon, and after enticing the foldiery from the Caftle, by 
kindling a fire in thd middle of the city, to intercept them on their re¬ 
turn, by means of difterenc armed patties to be properly (latiuucd fur that 
purpofe. 

. It appears likewifc from indirputable faiH:s, that the mod fecrct and 
artful means have been and arc liill ufing with the I'cuciblc regiments 
in Scotland to excite them to dilbhcdicnce and mutiny. The printed 
paper which I herewith tranlinit, h.is been indullriouily circulated for 
that puri>ofp. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordlhip’s inoU obedient humble fervant, 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

Marquis of Stafford^ 


■ Ineloftd in Mi\ Dutulas*s Letter to Lord Prky Seal^ dated May 2 ^Jt i /g4. 

(Copy.)* 

fSJENDS AND BRETHREN, 

\ IT Is rvith the greateft pleafure that your countrymen are informed, 
That fuch is your attachment and love to them, and to your native 
country, that you manfully and firmly rcfolve not to leave it upon any 
terms ^contrary to thofe upon which you were fxrft engaged. Your 
: CQuntiymmi love you; and their hearts would be as much wounded to 
past with you, as yours would be to be feparated from them. They 
well know that they are fafe under the protettion of their fathers^ their 
Jisns^ their hrothers in arm ; and they neither wifli nor defire any other 
idefi^ers.—They hope and believe that your hearts are filled with the 
' Ame fentiments. 

Ybe words m haUeks arc in large letters in the printed copy; 

• ' 2 
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AXES. 


The great mafs of the people^ fronmtnongft whom you have inlifted* 
have been reprefented to you as your enerates j believe not the aflertion: 
they have been taught to conHderytftf as foes; but they do not fear find* 
friends among their brethren. 

r^ir caufe and yours is the fame.—^They are poor, but they have 
noneft hearts; hearts which fympathife incaufe ; they look for the 
fame friendihip and the fame fympathy in you. They rejoice to hear 
that you are becoming daily more convinced of the great truth that the 
ought to be the fame to the Highlander and to the * Lowlanderi to 
the rich and to the poor ; and that no man can be compelled to take op 
arms, by any authority •whatfoe’ver^ unlefs his own inclinations prompt him 
/o to do. 

This truth has been hi therto carefully tpnccalcd from you, but it is 
not lefs certain. The wilPTB^^ur Laird cannot •without your own «»• 
Jenty fepanite you from your families and friends, although many of you 
may have experienced the exertions of fuch a power, however unjuA, 
and however contrary to law. 

Wc refpeft and admire the principle which induces you (though nc« 
cellity has compelled you to take up arms) dill to perfiu in remliining to 
defend your friends at home; and not to quit a country which holds 
pledges fo dear. . 

Whrnyv« are gone, where is their defence ?—They may be either left 
without proteBioHy or may foon fee their country over-run by foreign 
troops ; Rich as in time pait have already ihed the blood of your anceftors 
without provocation, and without remorfe; and w'ho would feel perhaps . 
as little compunflion in ihedding theirs. 

Prepared tor every deed of horror, thele foreign mercenaries may wss*. 
late the cbajfity of your wives, your fillers, and your daughters, and, 
when delire is fatiated, cruelty may refume its place in their hearts, as 
experience has too well and too fatally llicwn; and friends, parents, 
children, brothers, may be involved in one common {laughter* The 
cruel maflacrc of Glencoe cannot yet be forgotten: Are there notamongft' 

J 'ou whofc forefathers periflied there ? Their hearts, throbbing with 
dndnels and holpitality, were pie rced with the daggers of their treache¬ 
rous guclls; and the feail prepared by the hand ot unfufpedling friend- 
iliip va.'w clofed with a fcenc of blooil! Such is the return for kindnef* 
andTiolpitality! Such the proteftion which your families have to ex- 
• pcil!!! 

How will they then look around in vain for yo^ protefting care, 
when perhaps yovi are fighiing,at a dillancc in a foreign land ? But they 
hope you will not forfakc them. Stay, oh Hay, and defend your femv 
lies and friends! for that purpofe alone you were inltfted. They are ready 
to come forward foryw in the vindication of yew rights, 

Thoufands join in the Time fentiments withyw, and ardently wilhfor 
your continuance among!! them. *1 he circurallanccs which might re¬ 
quire you to quit your country have not yet taken place. No invafion has 
yet happened. You cannot be compelUd to go. Leave not your country 
—Afleri your independence. Your countrymen will look op to yo* as 
their Frote^ors and Guardians, and will in their turn lift up their arms to 
proteA and alSllyv«. 

Dundee, April i^tb 1794. 


Vo^. XXXVIII. 


Sic. in orig* 
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No. III. 


litter frtm the Right Honour able Mr. Secretarj Dondas to the Lord Privy 
Seatf duttdlVbiUhodl^ t^hMay^ 1794 « 

H'hiteljaU, o^bMay^ 1794* 

My Lord* 

I HAVE received no further accounts of the rcfult of the inquiries 
Ming 1^ in Edinburgh j but I am forry to ftate that £ have received in> 
formation from the Sheriff of the county of Renfrew, con6rmed by let¬ 
ters received from other reffit^table Pailley, that the Magif- 

tiates of that place having, in the cotTne of their inquiries, committed 
oa the afternoon of the 19th a man to cuftody for further examination, a 
cohfiderable number of perfons (feveralhundreds aiTtmblcd in the even- 
ii», and after choofing a Prefident, whom thev addulfed hy the title 
'Of Citizen Prefident) voted a number of rcfolutions to the following 
puipoie: ^ 

* That a National Convention fliould be immediately called, to which 
. , they would fend delegates. 

• That they ihould not petition Parliament, as it was to thcmfelves 

alone, and to fuch Convention, they could look for rcdiefs. 

‘ They then proceeded to confldcr the condudi of the ShcrifF and Ma- 
l^lftrates in committing their brother Citizen, as he was termed: And 
after much difeuffion as to the propriety of immediately rclcaiing him by 
'ibree, the majority feemed inclined to take mild ineafures fiift, and to 
limd a deputation to afle his releafc; but the MagiArates having received 
'iafbrmation of what was intended, and difmifTed the man fiom ciiAod}, 
tht moib difperfed with three Chceis, having been previoully iniliudtcd 
^l^tfaeirPrefident to abllain from fuither tumult, and to obferve a pcace<« 
<9910 and orderly condudi. 

^ The authority of the Civil MagiAratc is in the mean time entirely fu- 
perleded, and until a proper force is fent to protedl them in the future 
execution of their duty, which has been anxioufly required by the Shc- 
fiffandMagifinttes, they dare not proceed in the common courfe* oflcgal 
«nd iudiciafinquiry amiinil any of the uerfons whoarc fufpedledof beini; 


tCcape the obfervation of the Committer, how accurately this intclli- 
genca correfponds with, and confirms %he information yeflerday com- 
'Untnlcated, as to the Aate of the minds of thefc people in that neigh hour- 
tad* the alarm which their leaders feci as to the lefult of the legal in¬ 
quiries at preient depending, and the regular fy Hematic connedlion be- 
ti^een them and the leaders at Ediifburgh, as diicovered from the yet un* 
foifheil and baAy examinations taken in that city. 

I 

% J have the Honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's moft obedient 
The moft Noble Humble Servant, 

71 m Marqob cl Stafford. HENRY DUNDAS, 
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Letttr from the Right limojtrabU Mr* Secretary Duridas to the Lord Pri<ty 
Sea/f dated Whitehall^ o’jth May^ *794« 

WJAtehalU i'jthMm^ itqa. 

My Lord, 

I HAVE this morning received farther information from Scotland* 
which ap|)cars to me proper to be Communicated to the Committee. 

The perlbns in wliofc euftody the weapons formerly deicribM were, 
found,^ appear to have ndied for Ibme time pad under the name of« 
Committee of Ways and<Mcans appoi()t^ by the Britifh Convention ; 
and to have been em(>nwffVMs^ the various fucietics throughout Scot* 
land to di reft all their future proceedings, by means of emiflaries pri* 
vately difpatch<*d to different part* of the country. The Committee otM 
ligntned to, and prepared a number of the.fociciies for the approaching 
Convention in England; many of whom have chofen, and all, as far ^ 
is yet known, agreed to chooie delegates to attend it, and fubferibe few 
their cx|)enccs. The time and place of Meeting was not divulged; apd 
were to be communicated from Edinburg, in proper time, by individnidi 
Co be feiit from thence for that purpofe, whofc arrival was daiW lotdi^ 
for by fevcral of the difterent focietics. One of the Members of the latf 
Convention at Edinburgh appears, within this fortnight pad, to hare 
been difpatched, and ro have ai 5 fually jierformed an extenfive tour throiy;l| 
the Weil part of Scotland ; to have viilted, in hisprogrefs, the towns'9f 
Queensferry, Falkirk, Stirluig, Sc. Ninians, Kilfyth, Kirkimulocb^ 
Camprie, Olaigow, and Paiilcy; in all o^ which places he appears to" 
have met with the principal peribns concerned in thufe focietics ; to bare, 
left with them and the Members of the focicties copies of a circular 
ter frem the Committee of Edinburgh, andiiiOrud^ them in what mao- 
ncr they were in future to carry on their corrcfpnndence : and to ^ayo 
fuggeded to them the propriety of furnidiing themfelvcs with arthf fof. 
the purpofes of defence, under the pretence of defending themlUTaa 
againd foreign troops. 

^1* attempt has been made to didribute ibme of the weapons latdy-, 
diiwvcrcd at Edinburgh, by means of perfons privately ditpatched to-' 
the country fur chat purpofe, and which ieems only to have fa .ed in Itt 
execution from the timidity of the perfons (blkitcd to do lb. ■ 

An individual of the fame deferiptloa has been taken into cudod^ la 
the country, who appears to have comnpffioncd, and a^ually recnveil 
from England fomc nnilkets and bayonets: On being queftioned by tbe 
proper Magi ft rate, he has refufed giving any explanation &rtbcr than 
that he cominiffioncd them in the way of his bufinefs. But it does |I0C 
appear that he ever dealt in fuch articles before; no peribn appears to 
have commiffioned him to procure any fuch, and there ibems to bulti^; 
evidence of his having folicited others to purchafe what they of chemr' 
lelves were not thinking of, or wllhing to provide. : 

He admits having correfponded with the London Correfponding So¬ 
ciety ott the fubjeft of a Convention, and that the fociciy, of which he. 
is a leader, had agreed to fend delegates to it as foon as tbe time wad pkco 
of meeting fhould be divulged. 

A reqiiifition has been made by the Magiftrates and principal inbaM- 
tants of Paifley for a military force to proteft them in the executioo 
iheir duty, and in their peribns and properttet, wwch haaiJCCB aul^ . 
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teoded to. It ts with much fatisf^ion I inform your LordOnp, that the 
gentlemeo of eftate aud chara^r in the county of Ri nfreur have votun* 
tarily ifepprd forward, and detCrniincd to fupport the authority of the 
Civ Q Magiftrate. 

I hare the Honour to be, 

Mv Loid, 

YourLoidflups moil obedient 

liunihle Servant, 

HENRY DUNDAS. 


No. V. 

JLefter from tfn' Rtght Jhtnourahle Mr, Secretary DttnJas to the Z,orJ Rrhy 
Seal, dated^bitehall, id fuae 1794. 

MT T.Oan, ^ ^l'}>itehaU, id f rut, 1794. 

THE Xutorraation I have received this Morning from Edinburgh cn> 
ablea me to iltte to the Commutie, that the tniniadtions communicated 
in my for nsr letteis are faither cleared up by the imjuirics which have 
Ence taken place in that City. 

Some of the perfons who abf:ond'‘d on the fiift difcovciy of the anna 
concealed in ccrt.un Houfcb have been di[covered and apprehended; and 
the tcfult of thefe farther inquiries contiima, in ahnoll every paiticular, 
the account received fromothci Quuitcrs, and the import of which 1 hive 
already laid before the Committee. The ellablilhmcnt of a Scciet Com¬ 
mittee at Edinburgh, inveited with full powers to dircdl the future ope¬ 
rations of the Societies throughput Scotland; the regular coi rrrpondcncn 
privately carried on by means of emiflarics dilpatched to the diifcreni 
towns; the afcertalning the exnfl luiinbcr of perfons in thefe SorlctieiT 
who were dired^ to provide themfeives with arms, and to hold them- 
iirlves io teadinefs for any ir.eafurc which the Secret Committee mi|rht 
indue timeroromnnkatc, aic confirmed by every account and information 
which the Magilhates have received: and an individual, who has been 
lately taken into cullody, has confirmed the account received fiom a dif¬ 
ferent quarter of the dangerous defign, planned by the EdinbutgU Cum- 
mitcecf of effedling a general tofuneclioo as foon as they wi re ready and 

S spared for carrying it into execution, by the feixure of the principal 
amftrams aud OflBccts of the Law at midnight, and poileffing theintUva 
of we Prtfons and Public Offices, as fiated to your Lordfhipin my letter 
of die agd of May, and then communicated through a dificrciit channel 
fitim that tbniugh which the prefent confirmation of thefe tiicumllancei 
hm {wWi4,recctvM. The plan feems not only to have been difeuifed and 
4 el%«cated on by the Ringleaders at Edinburgh, but to have proceesJed 
^1 CCfUln degree m its ileps towards a<flual execution, which a ppcar to have 
VeeA conducted with .he utinofl caution; and there is realon ro believe^ 
, flHlttho execution of the plan was not to be confined to Edinbureh, but 
wxa meant to take place in fotne of the moficoofiderable towns in otxitland 
. on « certain day, and at one and the fame time. The proner and ufuat 
Aapa have beep taken for bringing: the O&ndcrs to trial; ana thole again^ 
W«»Bk the infotmatton chieflyjpoants» are detained in cullody. 

1 have the Honour to be. My Lord, 

Ykmr Lordlhtp'a mofl obedient Humble Servant, 

H£HRYX>UNDAS. 


f V ^ VOlUBfl 








